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Executive Summary

Facilitator's Guide for Adult and Non-Formal Education

Today there are 771 million illiterate adults around the world with 57 million living in the
Arab region. In addition, there are an estimated 6 million children of school-going age who
remain excluded from formal education. Non-formal education (NFE] is often the sole
learning opportunity for adults and substantial numbers of out-of-school children in the
Arab region. However, there is a tendency among decision-makers and the general public
to categorise NFE as inferior to the formal system. This attitude is reflected in lack of the
political commitment and the paucity of the budgetary provisions allocated to NFE in the
region. Moreover, NFE programmes and activities often stagnate and become ineffective
if they are not continuously evaluated and re-designed in alignment with local needs and
evolving trends and developments in NFE education at a global level, from adult literacy
approaches, to the use of literacy for community empowerment, or in the promotion of local
development.

UNESCO has extensive experience and a well-served mandate in the field of development of
literacy, non-formal and continuing education. UNESCO Beirut Regional Bureau for Education
in the Arab States seeks to expand NFE programming in the Arab region by providing equitable
access to information enabling people to fully participate in their communities.

Within this framework, “The Facilitator's Guide for Adult and Non-Formal Education” was
initiated, developed and implemented by UNESCO Beirut through a participatory process
founded in a meeting of NFE experts and practitioners from the Arab region in Syria in 2007.
In addition to the regional experts, the meeting included a group of NFE professional from
Africa, Asia, and UNESCO Headquarters in Paris. Accordingly, participants benefited from
previous experiences and projects developed and implemented in many countries across Asia
and Africa. Within this context, the group discussed the importance of such a tool, designed
its skeleton, and provided recommendations for its development. Then, in late 2007, a smaller
team of adult and NFE experts from Lebanon, Sudan, Egypt and Morocco were selected to
work on the development of this guide which was then piloted in Syria and Lebanon and
amended through a process of engagement with the field.

“The Facilitator's Guide for Adult and Non-Formal Education” is considered to present a
holistic regional resource pack for NFE facilitators in the Arab region. It is designed to equip
facilitators with basic knowledge and skills related to delivering literacy and non-formal
education to adult learners, using the constructive modality in order to engage the facilitator
in the learning process.



The guide is designed to be used in a flexible manner and we encourage its users to adapt
it according to their specific local needs and culture. When at all possible, facilitators are
encouraged to add narratives that reflect the local experiences of the learners in their

program.

The guide presents 5 main units as follows:

Unit 1 - Community Participation and Mobilization

Unit 2 - Building up a Team for Learning

Unit 3 - Identifying the Needs of the Learners

Unit 4 - Tools and Techniques for Planning the Training Sessions
Unit 5 - Adult and Non-formal Education Terminologies and Concepts

Each unit is divided to several sections with a conceptual framework, stories from the field,
exercise for practice, and a set of tips and guidance notes for the facilitator. The games,
activities, and exercises in this guide have been collected from the field from many Arab

countries.

UNESCO Regional Bureau for Education in the Arab States - Beirut would like to express high
appreciation to Ms. Sayeda Rahman from UNESCO Headquarters in Paris for her great support
in this initiative. We would like to thank the experts from Asia and Africa who supported this
initiative, namely Mr. Shahnewaz Khan from Asia and Mr. Amadou Wade Diagne from Africa
as well as many colleagues from UNESCO Asia-Pacific Regional Office.

We hope this guide will be of some help to practitioners working in the field of adult and Non-
Formal Education in the Arab region and will contribute to the advancement of this field in

general.
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