
THE STATE
OF THEWORLD'S

CHILDREN
1991

United NationsChildren's Fund
(UNICEf)



THE STATE OF THE WORLD'S CHILDREN
1991



O>if<wtl~ Prow, w..... $lrWI, 0xJ<wtl
OX2 6DP,~, U.K..
Oxf«d. N.., Y..... T-. nra..lloooo/Icr;lI. c..brw,
" ......... ""-"\ ~Jo:)oI...... i .. ,..".,.,
T~N n.-.w.-.C.T_"Io' '...
II...." _ .........., ; , '" &moo<, 8tr6oo,
f--.N_

11")',- -I 7100 S-.,. r.,uo, on ! ~ ..

,.,.., ! , ,,,,, . ;; ... ' ' .

8n1U1r ~Ct' •• ('" _lMM
nt_•• -U-' ..... /1'91
I .Q-l'a-e..t_'.n-
dlJ' fJ4J2 R;1lfJI
ISBN o-n ..ZlS~X

ISS.;\' t/265- 7/iX

71001__>7 t/e-.u.. '._..... .-J
; II" .~~
n. _ -I. -'I'J dIoiIohJo - oq".,I
,v- )'...,OJdMfU ...,l'Mtj,rI;XIQYUl;
llbL.u.....l&,..; " _.'HO.
I.ava _Dr- ' I . .. _f'l, tel<

l.OHPi-e-...,.-Oo< "i. liP­
Ib, t · r. J. UNICEF.
HQ 7'Jl.2.S7J 6J.M;550 162.7' 1'1)91124

W.'ICEF, 1;~'JCEFH-. J U.N. ProD.,N_ Y.....
N.Y. IOOJ1 U.s.A.
W.·IC9 : 1'oIIou dP N_ CII. 1111
c:;...u, lo.~

eo-_.......,_.c...,_c..r.r....-. UK
a..-..,.",__ po _ ,,~ we.
r__e-._'.-., .......... wc.
",-,-.-.s"Hi .f ' l.ooI, we:

Bdii<Jtmdprodwad!o'UNICHI'_O'lfaN t.Jrrn,mity
I'nu~P 6'LII.w-, &.0-,~'1't. U.K..



THE STATE
OF THEWORLD'S

CHILDREN
1991

0>
James P. Grant

gxecuuve Director of the
United Nauoes Children's Fund

(UNICEF)

eueusueo ~"O. l,!NICEF

Oxford University Press





CONTENTS

T HE STATE Of THE WORLD'S CHILDREN 1991

I The promise
to children

n Keeping the
promise

III The principles
of $U"(:$$

IV A new ethic for
children

V 'Inc population
question

VI Condwk>n

... Sepccmbet 1990, poliaaIlood<ro ........ "'" World s-.m.. r...
0 " ",~",""""""'_<l""b"",,...lOOO.n.._
... io '" end dliId__ dIlId~ ... -,... oak.

"Tho ,... 2000 ..,.,. arc OIl __ <OnIrillutioa 10 doc <U>UP.
~ on • _1"'1' .w.<lc>pmm, wuqy (or die 1\1901.. ".ondiIlt "'"
InOUrOO "' ..................................... priarity to~

SucccsI in reKhinllho tmmuniubOfl t<>al off... mAn)' 1aoonL Tho ~<.,

lOOO goals ""'. ohallon!" rot am-. .""'Y ",,!"n;"',~ "-~~ m
both iDtholtilliud .nd <k_<\<It>l.. COWltria.

I...,. "
The docack·1ona: dfon 10 ld\o:Yo "'" ,... 2000 soals .. unIikcl, '" be
.uscain<d without "'" ........_ 01. now <\hie wbidl ...... dIiIdn:n r.....
all on out """..""• • ill aood ....... and ill bod.

.... "
AdlImrIl "'" of. _dmd ft<Iul:liIxt in cIliIcI drIItloI ....... \hi _
1m JaB io "' .... _hoi _ Go lb< r-oa:- <I~_

--... _powth. ,."
n.. dliIdr= at .... 19'JOt" tit ""' _,...,..--d 10
_ 1'1>0 I"'*D .- be~ II,- _ iI """'" 1M
... 7 ...."'_lboor __ l¢D.

,."
ANNEXES

World D«kltrnioft <M W Sun.iNI,
1'wH«lio1f "'"'~ ofChilJrm.

Plan ofA(lionfor impkmmling
w D«klrrltKm iN llu 199(h. ,. ,.
u,mXtIlU", em w Righu of ,Ill Child.

,. "



STATISTICS

'table 1
basic indicators

Table 2
nutrition

Table 3
health

Table 4
education

Table 5
demographic indicators

Table 6
economic ind icators

Table 7
women

IJS.\I R D ~I\R C JKIIIUlo..... D "'" Ollol UI>dcr ro.. obtho 0 GNP p<f

_ 0 lift 0"p«:lNlC)' IJ .loll 1iI<n<y 0 x ..... <nn>lm<nt 0 """"'"
<lPtributioo

_101

t.- _...,po: IJ _.focdi... IJ malnutti""" 0 roo<!~ 0
aIori< _ IJ (00\1 'l"'odu"ol

-... "' ....... Oa<=» "'_lh~ [] irrInlurU>_ or-..oUld
__lJ ORT ....

M.I< lI><l rem.l< l'!<nq 0 """ lltIol "'_ ..... D pm...y """""
............, , n<! complMio<l 0 ...".,..". _ .....>lm<N

Chilo:I populo.... [J pupJI...... _til .... IJ <-'< -.. ... 0 <n>J<
_ "". D !if< .~ D rrnlal}'?:I" 0 __

,..,.110

Gl'P per <af"i.. ODd OM""~ D irdlallon IJ I"""'JI IJ
-=""'"<~ 0 lid 0 .set< "' .. _'ll
Uf, .--..,.. 0 _--. 0 <nn>l.o><m in _ IJ """""<¢"< .... IJ
.......... _ D ..........--.. _ IJ <111"- moNIiIy_Jl.

Table 8
less populous countries

Table 9
the nue of progress

notes

f.-- "'.-.. , .g , <I<I"...-, ....in __



PANELS

The year2OiJO: 1 Education lor all , 10what call be achieved? by lh81«J1 200J

-
Under-l ive deaths: 2 Waler and sanltatlon: 11aone·\tWd reducIioo a measure of dewIopmilnl

-
Malemal mortality: 3 FaCIa lor Life: 12a 50%"""""" health I<.no'Medge tel'all

-
Malnutr ition: 4 AIDS and ch ildren: 13a 50% reooctiorl coping WIIn a calamity

Pneumonlio and dlarrhoeco: 5 Gul nelll worm dlsena: 14hatI of aI ctiIct deaths alImation by 200l

Immunlzatlon: 6 Vita min A and Iodine: 15a decade of disease reduction eIirrWlatng disordors

Child survival: 7 Protecting clllidren: 16and popWtion grow:h at waf. at wo:\\. co eestreets

TIming birth s: 8 Aetlon lor ch ild ren : 179docatioo and services far all and !he llI'\WOI"IIllIt

Bren t·feedlng: 9 The USA: 18reversng the cecee year200J hearthgoals



TEXT FIGURES

Ag. 2 01iIddaalhs preventedby~.~ world. 1990

fig. 3 Safewa:er IlIlds;mation

Fill. 5 Thepmwnlioo 01 polio, 1900-90

Fig.1 0 The chilOllll , of ce 1990G

FIQ. 11 l.XlcD -memortalilymle(lJ5MAla'1d I~!frtiIyrate(TfR) . 1960. 1900and 1989. aI~

""""'



- - -1- - ­
THE STATE

OF THEWORLD'S
CHILDREN

1991
James P. Grant

The promise 10 children

Keeping the promise

The principles of success

A newethic for children

The population question

Conclusion



THE STATE OF THE WORLD'S CHILDREN 1991

'Ibc under_fl'''' mon.alil}' rale (U5MR) is the
nwnbtr <)fchildren who die bcftm' the agc of
fi,'c for l:1'l:J)' 1,000 live binhs. h is the
princ ipal indiclllor "••,d by UNIC EF \0 mca,un:
le,-els of, and changes in, !he w" U-being of
chiWrm, The U5MR .bo gOlTITlS the ordcr in
whlch coururscs an: lislM in the 5latiSlicall.O.bl<"'l
armcxed 10 the Stale of the World's Children
n'pon.

Fillllm giv~ for !he U5MR of [Wticular
countries, in hom lhe text and sM.isu<",I'ablcs,
so: ~rh'cl from dati. pn-psrcd b}' the United
Nations )'opulation Division on an intcmationaUy
comparab le hasi. U3ing van<>UI sources. In
l ome cues these estimates rna)' diff.... from the
latest national ligures.





The promise to children

On Sund~y, Septe mber 30th, \990, a great
prom ;"" was made 10 the cb ildren of the 1990s.
On thaI .uy, 71 Presidents and Prime Ministers
came logeihl:r f<IT the first World Swnmit for
Chil<mn. II ""liS the 1ali61 ,galhtTing of Ileads
of state and gcvemmern in history. And the
outcome " "liS an cXtr.lordinaT)' new commit­
ment - a decision 10 try to "lid child d~ths and
child malnutrition on 1000Y'I snit by the year
2000 _ and to provide basic protection for the
normal physical and men tal development of all
the world'schildren.

'T1Iis o,'=D go:al II':iSbroken dmo.'ll into moee
\han 20 specific W'g<1lI IilItl.'d in the Plan of
Action agr=:I on by the I S9 nations rq> rescntcd
at the Summit. All g<.Ivemmcms will m iew their
plans an d budg<:1S and decide on na tional pro­
grammes of action before !he end of 1991.

~Wc a", prtfI<Jrtd 10 "'~ {Zt'Ql'lD.hk lhe,...,.,...
"" til mttl Wit wmm;rmnw", said the fln.ll
DcclaratiGll. AU" national and international
organiT.ations havebeenasked to particilXllc. In

• 11>< roo! ..~ !lOll fit -..... ..-. ...... '"
on< .<1Ip«I«l b> ............ r<o<h<d ror "'"~_
.. . _ on tho booi> of "'"~ oi WOlll> wlIo lao...
.-n..d .... -....rylhr«.......of [ l PT _ (<<>n>id<mI
11)' WHO o.nd liNte r,]' ., 110 • JOOd~ of ....
<!'!'«Ii••:,,,.. 01 .... Immunlution "l",cm .. . _ ' , For
llCG, "" ...... I\b oItcady ""'" .~ 1'", I'blO>(Ihn:<......) ,.....n~ "' ,."., b7 ,_ io <<p<<'rd "' ....
1I<JoocI <he _ ...... b7 ,"" t<>ol or 1990. .'01_

parocujar, the "oods of religion, education, the
communications media, business, and the no n­
llovcmmemal Ol'ianizauons in C\'cry country
are in'ited U) join this dcade-l<mg effort.

As the Summit met, the ....orld" 'lllI nearing tho;
deadline set iu~t O\'er 10~ ago fur n:aching
anOlher great hwnan goal - 80% immuni'tation
""'''mg< fur the childr<:n oflbe: dC\'cloping " 'OfId.
At the time, approlCimatcly 1S% Were being
inu'l1lmized , Today, despite aD the diffICUlties of
tho !aliI decade, !he 80% llOO is expected 10 have
been =ched ,,'hen the Iatul flgllT<:!l bccume
a"llilable early in 1991 (f'l' 1 panel 6)-,

17ltJ1 txtroordilUlry tifuyl has JdViIi IIWF 12
m£llion young HWJ and prrtMllW IIWF """ and Q

half miliUm t:hildrtn from Ming <ripp/td by polio
(fi&", 1 and 5),

It hu also givnJ thl' world new hope by
showing wha l can be ad>iC\"Cd " 'hen the inter­
natio nal community commi lll i!Sclf 10 a great
endeavour.

immunimioa. _ io ...,. -.noIy pm _ Ill< OJ<or
Bin<.",.,.... on<! _ b<pn <he _.,...., .........
.-t><d 71'" io:l 19l19_1IIlIJ . tillJa,:. fewfI<'«"I'I< poIDro
behind .. 1_ <n<Io.

'Tho <Iio<oooeo . 1Ii<h """""'" pm=<'" ..... major <a lUCO or
d>iId~, ,.,. immwIluUoo dfon or,.,. ....<I«ad<
.... _ .., I«p.__ miIiorwof cbiWm\ froon ,.,._ orr lIlond.-lr_
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The year 2000:
what can be achieved?

•

lhe~is IheU Isl oIgoals, to beatlaful
by lIJIl)'OOf 2lX.lO. wtlidl were adopIlld by It1e Wo<\d
SuTmn klrO'tldrllnon8ell1amller3Oth 1900.Mer
~fIll(lCOI1!IlJlati(ln lO'mIIIl~Inl
It>IlIIQII..-oImLnl8d Nations. ~tag!U-.:o
~ to De 1eootttlnl hn:iPtIllllofllat*I
CM!r IhlI """"'" '" lhlI <:lecadIl~.

0v8raII goals 1991}.-2ooo

o A ona-Ihro 'ed..<:!ion In lrI08<'M d8aIIlrat...
(or a r«U;Iion 10below 70 PIlI' 1,00l lY8 lliths •
~"lo5sl.

o A~ 01 mal$n!II rJ'ICIrt*y ,ates.
U Al\aM\g ol_ 1rod moderate~
among !tie WOIlO's o..ntIOr.!ives.

o Sale water In:l sanrIaIion f<lI "' 1a'T'iIIIls.
o B8sic... ..."ooJQr... chklmnmd'om~j ...........'
o!prirT'ra'y ed:.catioo b>l 81leasl.~

o A haM>g 01 ltIIl a<kAI Iitetacy ",Ie and !he
adie . OiI oeo ~ 01 eo:plI educatiorIaI <JPIllIfl\rIity lor_..-
o ProIecoc>-l!or N many mIictIs of~ ;,
~ <lillw:::UI CiI'Cu'I'o&lanc and Ihe lKX:IlPt­
lI"IOIl Dnll~.1\8I~, oI lte~

8d::lplOd~ on !hII Rj;tIIs of tte 0'*1. In
partic:ular, !he 1990&shcUd _ rapicIy grow.ng
a::cepI.!InCe d Ihe idea ot special prolllClb1 lor
dlildnlo1 in1imll otwlJl .

Protectioll!Of girls and women
o F..,.." plerroing oc\IcatlOi'l rICl ooI\lic:es to be
madOlllVllilobls to" 00UPI8S 10OitiPOMO them 10
preva-1I In'-anted~ sod biItIs wtOch
"'" '(00 manyMd IOO clos!t' and 10""""*'~
artI 'tooy<'lU'lg Ilr too otl' ,

a AI WOfT'81 ttl haveeccess 10IR-netal an. a
lfa/nBd lI!lfllldant <tmg <:tiIo:tlOth and telilmlllor
h¢-risl<~andobstetric 8I1"'llllll' des.

o U'MrseI ,w.yilio' of U'18 SllElCiIII teaIltl and
rI.lIriIion8I llIlIldsotfen'lIIlos d.wrIg oor!I' d*hood.!II""'" 8'a.P'lIQII8flCV lWld lactation,

"""""'"o A,~ in the . ciJ8i .... of lowt>rth......gn
t2.5 1<g.Of Iessl IO less lhiln 10%.

o Aooo-rnm"lduclion i'l i\:ln,m.,",.'~O/lWI!Illmi!I

""""~o '41""" elirTW'l8tO:1 ot vitarr*l ... (lo6::jeoq and
~ <lI!tl:i<o qdisoldei s.

o AI flvrAes 10 knowthe~ of "'4lPO"
li1g wcrne<1 i'l lhe Ia5k01 exeus;.,e tIfllaSl·'-"'II
b Ihe firsltu lO lIi>: morrIhsot8 d'Iid"S &In:l ct
I'Jl9IltJ'g IheSP'lCiai~ needs.018 )<lU'Ig d'IiItl
~""'~..-s.

o GrowIhji ..oruilQand pr~IODeRtilu·
Jiol $ 1" all co.rrtriBs.

o DissemirIalion at i<IlcM1edgIl 10 <nIbIe lllI
l8niIies ta8l'lSU9 rousetclid lood !IOlUit)'.

""" ......o The eradication otpolio.

a The l!Ilrmillkln 01 necnllaI le'...-...s (by 1995),

o A 90% 'eo1oClicn n moasIIls~ rICl ..
95% redoctoon n measles Oeo.ths,~ 10
pre-irTfTu>tla11Ol1 1eve15.

o JoJ"'.&,a4 WId""""'~ at st _185'1&
fJm.rizaIico1~ 01 C>"'OIt-)Ulf-dd dliIdren
and ..-MlrSiIIle\anll; Jrm.rizatkJn fa wc::meo i'l
lhed*l'beoYng)ftn

o A t9m;;I atd*l cilEn auecl1:¥ drant>;)ea Ir"d
a 25'!lI1f!l1.(;lioni'l hi..u.Qlat~1 lS

o A "",,·Ihirn f'll<1Jclkln InoNldll8aIt1s caused tly
00UlII respWalory weaIons.

o The lIIn'klDlIon o! l).i'l8a WOI'm dooa!Itl.,.....
o Inadi:ilJon 10!he~ ot pri-naty WlooI
ao1C8li:rI and hs~ lOday's _

~ lI"w:! lie sl<aIco.tj balM ath (i;p;)saI
o!allfarrjies b)' II o::dizi 1(1 lOday"s 'laSt/)' i1creased
OOfl'ITl.II'liceap;dly.



m._~ .. :1 .. dlnlDp-oo"ey,to
_ 0g0iMl_ or ..... oeo."_......_.....,..

o 1981 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 tR 19'1ll-
,

dliIdn:n .rho 1i\-c: on ....nh iI hc:ahll and poor
lP"l""'Ih. ee I00 miBion 6 to II-)"C:M-oi<b wbo
an: no( in od>ool

"f1M, $«ODd " lIS~ fact that !he lI1QllS of
endina this quiet catal\roJlhc: ~ now bolh
'\'IIilabIc and afJ<>r<W>lc. u.p-lCalc uWs and
slUd;'" in mllIly nati on' in n:cenl years have
vaslly increasw bot h ee world ', undenlJ.ndinjj
oflhe problems and i15 capaci ty to sol~c them.

The question al the centre of thc World
Summit " 'IIlI lhnd"orc: ,,'hether mon.Ii!}' would
keep 'lCP with captlcity, ,..lwthtr wha t ct1IJ,lJ
now be done _Id now be done..

II .... . qIJCStion Ii"m an e:xtlI cIim<=ion
by !Ix fan Um tilt Sununil f(lf Chidrm QlI)t

lea than twO _till afta' the Unifnl N.....
had bttn c:aIkd upoa to Kt in I""P'Y""" U> lIx
~ ill !be: PcniaD GWf. TI>e junapmition of
u- rwu IIIIjcoc .....=ts It the Uaim:I Nations
coWdno( ha \"ebeen more poipant; f(lf if postd
the qucsbcxI of ..-beIbo:r lIx inKmaliooal c0m­

munitY "'as ptt'pan:d to Kt on the imporUDI IS
..'d! ., on the immediate. and in the interests
of~ JIO""C:fic:u as " -dI ., u..o.c oflhc JIO"-.:rlu1..

None of tllI:5e questions could be an5"'~

in fll1l al thc Summil iu.clf. For !hey ...., ques ­
tions wh ich will be answered IlOI by thc decb.­
..-lions of . day bu l by the deeds of. dOOlde.

Rut wm t did eme'iC from tha I Sun da y in
September ,..as an entirely new commiunentto
the ehildrt-n of the quiet cawuopbe.

On that Sunday, for the rlf5l tinx, the ceotn:
of the stage _ oecupiC'd no( by the victims of
an)' sudden di5astrr, any earthquake, famiDe, or
lloocI. btli by the dliIdren ,,'110 ue the \icrims
0( tbc much~or daiy djsaun 0( malnutli-­
lion and diRzR For~ flf5l time. tbc:ir ax
..., pul before tbc UKmbkd I' ~ i'ic al kadtn
of tbc ...mcs.. For tbc linl time, thcir voict .......
OW around !be ..-orid. For the finl time, thcir
daim ..... Ktm..kdp:d by ~ Dia in \..-rually
~COUD~·. And ifllx worid~ faith-.rilh
the cornmiImcnlS ma..k that day. then of1bcK
c:hiIdmt it mighl . 1 last be: Wd thaI thrit u.nc,...- .

•••11

/ .. "
"

:l"m;.....

.......'u..... ./
~ .........................

rra

11lc: opid aWtrupM
Two pt ua::ipal f8CII donlinalCd !Ix World

Summit r.. Childn:n.

TI>e finl " .,.. !Ix faa. of !Ix quia (:Ilasuophc
• !Ix 40,000 dlild deaUu racb day from ordi­
I\UY malnutrition an d diseuc, the 150 million

10

FIg.1 Increase In immunization
coverage for Infants In developing
countries, 1981 -89
ThllI'3JIh sl--. ". ..... "1'0:.0' '"~~-.ws t.1ItQtl of lIOllo lrImunlzaian brt._
at lllllO. figurab' l iIllO '" bU' 7 . ... ..~
IWI . ow. • not~ Int. _ lII'IIiI ,-.

ec
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Under-five deaths:
a one-third reduction

•

ve.r 2tXlO f1OIII' A onlHJWri I'llCt.cIIC:vl '" JlI90
lof'IClo'.,,- motta(fy flUes (or. IllW:tiorl ro /:IeI::lW
10()(Jr ,,!XUWe1:*Ths. 'I1'otIll >'lll' e /sIN.

Clt\ pr...c lt8l'Ids.~ 130 rn1itn
cNCh"l ... die ct cbeeserei _ .. "'"
~ oIlte 1990&

The W'lbolld eIIIId '"~ ...~ 2000
gtlIh .... , ~~ I**. 'OIllUItI b& to ....
~,.. o.eaI d'*l__by .... en
1hn:lP'ii •• ~.I--*,llIIlo~lD_p<lpI>­

..... lllO"'f\ .....-.. ....,.. W i1IdIiol
hi .... e..;;.'oyomu,,,,; /PiOoii i).

n. 1rd¥d.aI.,... 2lXXl~ ~
..-dID..a.c:rvchld__n::l.m

o & ••_. at , T......

IIOI"lCh c.l be ...-ad by SOOd "... <.I.ri'1g
rd IftIr "" brlr>...., bt'nTI'U'lIlabOn of "'CIIT1llfl
~ortU'ngp""" ...t .it1lldlly,qDlS(lfIeU
......_,"""'" 800.000 ill8nl <leoIItr. e8d'l __•.
o A95"~nmees1911 dBltms. 1/9 '"
'*""1~ by ~"1lJIlr(llCi­
mit.... 1.$ mIion~ <:tikhr18llC1l yelr (prnII
Ill_.'1r\lIIOI'_d~

a .... hI/W>f1 otcNddsraltls ca.lS8ll' by"~• •""-_
OiIrrtlolll <i!IlIa9B, ...t.c::Il c.-.~ be~
by~ rw_ ... . .....", et*hn 8llCIl
.,... Sooty pef oonl of ......... 01
~ InCl cWd be~ l"f !Qoo-«;ilil;
cqI ..'l4...... ,~ ....~
A_"""~"cNd_"'-!ll'

.:we ........., ...........~ aCJuucs
c.. __ mas: or .. rn:n ..... 2 rn1itn chld
CIilIIhI • ,... f"OfII~ llV m-. .......,
.-..:0 Fcl.di1g "'- P*lPC'*' bt'
........PI" 0 I

o FIm/f,:ca'_Ijj IlCllaD:lM rd_100lI
...... 7 ·*l;IafCQ"'" tte"IO.. liIeal
bcltI molhetnl d'iId.. II ... dct.tlllId_

borIhs oc:t:» do8ef 1OgOItu lIlilfl 2~ !IllW>el81.
o~ 01 b<l8st·/ooc:li1g. In p:x;o c:om­
r'J'I.ril_ deMh .. dlUOXl is HI kla5Il\'<D.
.......ooo'lrTIOI1g~ wto:l are n:ll Pd'or.t)
tl<OOIll.fe(l lOr tnlIlrsI IOU' 10 sa rTmlt$ OIl11B_•.
o 1hlr__ iIli,.-.., d -... A '*"'*lC7
0ilIri0..... ;,1l'01ilIy.- (;I ~ 1O:Jmj, '­

-. bn:t IlIl .'~01d-. .... ..:l
-.:...r_"dI6:&c l~

o RIiI2.(:rlghi • cdBi d tlw orro ..-;il'lI .Ii)

_IIWII~ BIt.- "'_...z.s1G-or....,... t>m ......._,..-,_ • .-, b
......Cl.
o A 51'" .-..:Ia> .. eNd~ I'oo:J'
I'lblID:W"--' •• ""IP IIcltr .,~ QnI
IhrOfA.. chld__ (prft " I-
D~ _ ... .....",.,.. -..g of.u
~ -:J 1QUII ..1CtIIrOf8~ b"
gots1flJ~. 01.. ItIeIaclors_*'....,
i'llpr<Mdehld ........... female.... ..........__
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A I'ftOId of i1Ucstioll

The 22 spcclic IafittJ 10be adli""cd by tho:
year ZlXIO an: diIcuJKd in the pano:II inK'! iruo
this year'J repon and Iimd in CuD in paid I orI
part 2. T br DedaracioG and Man 0( Action
~ by die: Su:n::mil an: aho publiJbod in
filii (paca 49 10 73). Wllb Uk fulllat of the
ConwnQon ondie: Riehn or die: 0Wd (pap
75 1096), this ya.r'J S_". W...u', CJriJJ.
.... repon :tel'-'Q aJ I bak rCQ3fd of thr:
<:ommltmmllmde by the WDIId communily, in
fI:Jll«'l 0( ill childIm, for the dcadc Mad.

"The: seven O\~ goals adoplN (Of the
)'nI":ZOOO by !he Summil may bt- sununariud
aJ follo\\'1:

o RtdUU;Off <1/ 1990 uNkr-jiw dlild 1fIIlrl<l1i/)'
lilli' by~ I1Iird ",. UJ" wi of 70 prr 1,000 Iiw
mrtJu, whi<:1wwr it ~ tm'ltl' ...dl<l:li(m.

AIpracm,~1dy 14 miIIion dlildml
\Uldtr Iivl: 1m dyina e.dl year ill the Ik.dopii:.
..uId' • lDClI'1: thm _ quantt 0( _ million each
~ The~1ta.U$(J ofmorc than 60%
ort!>cRdeI1l>J an bt-mm.bucd onthe fiolccn
of~ hand - diIlrlloo:aI~, maJMs, 1t1I­

MIl, ahoopinc c:uuch and pncvmoniI. All of
~ OlD __ tit pl"e\'C:Ilu:d 01" uuu:d II YC:Iy

low cost (J'I"d 2). Sn"ttll ~r;rir, ..idt 11ft
ClpiUl Gl'.'PI ofunder $ I,soo I )'ell" - iDduding

, .._ ""'_ 01....1-. _
__ _ _ "'__ ',17.S _ tor
1990 ur I""" . _ ... ....,...J ........ur __-'T"' _ ur__~
,nqia toocII .. an!~ olIo1Of'I' (0 111) .....
~"'th<I_""-"""'~J.s
....... ......-"".. T1I< _ lola!O( .........lIvt doot)"_ or< "'.......... ol'Pl""im>«I>' 1'-'"

F1g.2 Child deaths prevented by vccctnes, developing wOfld, 1990
TheI nnual numl>et 01 ctild deallls!rom 11I ...- T1'IIf lui< lor !he 1990s is 10su&lain ... Id'lit._~

pr..tnlIt*ld"lSI<ISI in lhlI dr<eloplllQ WOliclIlall andlOe.l1end~mlll8~ O'O'lilo-gtI • ...,1he
now been '*""<I _ U'Mg~ _ ancl_ pootet ancll\ardef to.-- ......-.g whom .-.-
1IlI~ IIIillion young '"- elCh yNr. ThoI hat bMtI .... -""ayo t..n ............. ,.... ..t """ .....' .f~
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THE STATE OF THE WORLD'S CHILDREN 1991

Chile, China, Jarnaka, Mauriti us, Sri Lanka
and lllail:lOd _ have already succeeded in
reducing under-five death rates to Ins than 50
P<'r 1,000.

o Ruluclim, of mtJltrnaI morwlily n:ua w 1I(Ilf
oj 1990 kwls.

At pn,scnt. approximately 500,000 worn"",
arc dling "very year - one young woman each
mmu!c - because something has gun<: "TOng in
pugnancy llI" childbinh. Many of those dcalhs
follow long hours ofagony and feor. And many
of those women leave behind rnmhmcn child­
ren . AI least IlaIf of all maternal deaths could
new be p""""n~d by elementary, lOW-l:OSf
mean. (p ane l 3).

o R.d".,'." of JeWrr and moderar. "'<Zbturri­
lion alMflg IllUkr-fir.;t dtildmt byon<:halfof1990
kwh

Al present, one dlild in c\'Cry thrtt in tM
lk1.,<:lQPing ",.,rId is prevented (TOOl growing 10
his or her mental and phy$ical potential by
pcnistent malnutrition. .....uny parents an un­
able [0 feed their child"," adequately because
of war OT f.mine or becsose they do not have
lIleland 10 grow food or the jobs IIlKi the income
10 buy it. BUI the majority of chil d malnutrition
occurs in households where there is sufficienl
food . The cause is the frequency of dlness and
a lack of koowledgc about thc Ipccial fceding
needl or the young child. TodaY'1 kn0\01cdgc
about birth spacing, breast-fcWing, weaning,
gro ...th promo tion., and the Pl"'v~ntion and
~atmcnt of common illncssco, plus wcll­
targeted food lupplcmc:nts, has she...n thaI the
probl~m of mass child malnutrition can be
c vcrccme at an avC'lllgc annual cost of appro"i_
mate1y 51 0 pC1" ehild {pane1 4).

o U"rllemdafUU /(1 s4~ drinki"gW/lU'"""d '"
",,,ital)' .......... of tJ<""'''' dispowl.

AI present, more \han one third of all fami1i«
in W, rural area. of W, dC\'e1oping world do
1101 neve ace... . 10 clean water and one half do
n<>I havcc safc sanillluon (fig. 3), Yct CO!lt! have
fall~n dramatically in the last decade . Th e
.vc~ initial in,'esuncm required 10 pro,idc
both llare water and ..,ullltion is now leu \han

•

530 per person, and the r«Utl'in& "<lSI can be
as low lIS 51 Of 52 per penon per year (pancl l l) ,

o U"iWTSiJI= .'" /wi<; tdu""rio" and C01ll ­
pklion of pn'"",ry td=J/Wn by (II w./ 8QU of
pn"mary JChool~ child...",.

At presnlt, only 55% of childJc'11 in the
del.·eloping world ecmplcrc four years of pri­
mary edUc:ltion. Bo}'I have mi ce as much
chance- uf bec<lming Uterale "" girl" despitc the:
fact that the education of girls is probably the:
best lingiC investmcnt that any country can
make: in its fUl\Il'C hcahh and well-being . In
recent years, low-cost stra legies have succeeded
in provimni Ihe vast majority of children ...ith
allealt fiv.. ~..anofbasic education even in some
of thc world', POOrclt ClIUIlnies (panel 10).

o &<h«lio" of11K <Jd"h illi,~rvt."), ro'~"' (II kClS'
h.>if ilS /990 /£t",I, " '111 tmpluuis CIl frma k
l'um,,:y.

Al present,~ ilK OVer 900 million adultl
in Ihc world ""ho cannot read or write . T ...·o
third . of them are women.

a Prouerimt of thildrm i" tJp«iIJIIy difflall'
Pmlml /Ilna!, /"lnU:IlIa,.ty in ,i/I/{Jrim!s Df Ilmtal
a"'fli<;rs.

At p.....,nt, an estimated 80 million children
= ~:l:ploiled in the ....or\q>llIce and 30 million
are left to fend fill themselves on city strtt!J.
Millilllll Il\(R an. I'ietints of ....ar, thcir dc:vclop-­
rncm disrupted by Ih~ ;ntemtption of food
suppUcs, the dOling of scltools and clinics, and
uie destruction of Itomcs, roads and crop!
(panel 16).

" practical inve llDlClt1

llUJ range of &<>aIs for thc year 2000 ....iD
dearly be mcee diflieuh \0 accomplish, by
"",'Cral crders of magnitude, than any ta rg et>
pre\;ou.ly anempted. It will demand on CXl1ll­
ordinary eflcn, stepped up 0 \"Cf tbc t1CXt two
)"ClIt'S and s"llaincd throughOUt w, dcca<k. by
indi\;dua! nations, by the Unitc<! Nation. fam_
~y, by uie inlcrnational comm unity, and by
non_go\'cmmcnw orgattizauons and memben
of the pubUc in cv~ry ~'OUntry,



But if the de mands arc great, then 50 are the
incentives. Ba. ic protection for the lives and th<:
normal gJ'O"I"th of all the world 's dtildrm ill not
only the greateot of all t1umanitarian caus«; it
i, also !he greatest of aU practical inve$lmena.

It i. a p",cri<:al invcwn<:n t because va" num_
ben of unnecessary dilld deaths increase p<lpu­
Iation growtil by pll$l\ing milliolu of parena into
IIaYing more children !han tbc)' wam in order
thot some may rurvi' "C (panol 7 and ellapter V).

II .. . Pl'lletiC>l! inveouncnt because persistenl
ma lnulrition &ap. the ph }..ieal an d me ntal
de vdopment of people and, ultimately, tile
economic and social de"e1opment of nations .

It i. a practica l invesunent hec1use e'"Cn four
yea rs of ba.i<: Wuc.ation <:an make a signific>nt

FIg.3 Sofe water and sanitation
The yeat 2000IaIg8l oflll"lMor$alllllX:le5S 10 saJ. WIt.
aro:l saniI8ti<w'l will be """ of It-. mosI diffic:ulI Ie
aeNevcI. ThG r.lkl 01 &~ 01 watOll supply

Estimated safe water coverage 1990

u"""

difference to produeti,ity and incomes a. wen
a, to ehild hea ltil and tile aeceptance offamily
planning,

It ill a practical in'UUIlent because basie
education for o:Ycry child is a!5O a fundamental
p~i,ite for c:nvironmcntally sound develop­
men t in the ~"C"" to come. Thc cimices ""hich
today'. eh.ildren will ba ,'c tn make in tile lWemy­
fIrst century, "" hether they be choices about
family size or land ~,encrgy source or waste
disposal, can only be: made wi..,ly by a popula­
lion which i' ca pahle of . b' orbing new
kn owledge and responding 10 it. En vironmen­
tally . u,tainable human development ",i Uthere­
Fore depend in large measure On the Il:vel of
commiuncnl which i. made to education in the
decade ahead (panel 17).

achievtld dl.!rh;llhe 198Os, lor&llaI"llPkl, wi haVlIlObe
i... 1 by a fattol of IWO and a hall during lh8
1990s l lhe goal is10be reachIod.

Estimated sanitation coverage 1990

URBAN

Unserved populollorl 136Crn

,
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Maternal mortality:
a 50% reduction

•

Yav 2000 g<Jd: a h/J/Vr(; ot /he 19!1O tn/J(1!mIII
n>::ltfat!y1;9/8$.

E...-y year..... es1inaled twill rrilIion woman o:i&
01 causes relaled to~ and c/"iI:ti1h
Many dI8altl'O" ........ (led agony end~. AncllheO"
death! _ 1 .ntond*hln 1T'IOIhetIass.

The <:aJS85 '"~ Waction. lOx·
lWni<l,~ ob$trUC:led lal>ooJ and septJ::;
abortion. BuI. !hll roots oI lha po obleo' . .... o:le9pet,
A:; klng as 1he ro.IltilIon iII1d eck.ICatIon 01 gris Is
pjac«I seoond to thai 01 tlcIys , as long lIS woman
8iIl las! and Iaast and workhilnlesI iI01d bngest. lOS
long ee Ihe <lernard fa mitt plami'1g is mel <df
by the <tx>1il> i:>1. and '" long as 1tI!l "'lllOrilY 01
bIlbios_delMl<lIdwilhoul t_assi5tIn:eand
01IIen>lI ---.:as, then ctllcH,,,,,,;,-,g wi <;CItlI:rul,l1O
kt II. )OJ<1\I....oman~~e_

AI1tlotJl11~ II. tae\Or. pooierty IS nol lI'Ill
rTll>Ill~ dalerJ1'Ii-oBnI 01matemal r'h::IrtaiI)'
rates,

...., - -~ -- -.- ~ •
~ ~ "'- ". ".- @ ~

~ ~ -- eo sec

As l<r\IIet~. lh9m .... "'""V CXUl\IieS
VItoK::h IlaYll .. . . _ led II'l IlaM1gchilddeath_
wiltl _ Of no d'1onge " malemllI JTO"Ialily.

A ..................... of 11'01 probIwn is I:hlnIore II.
preca><IU:n b acIievi'lg me goa Tho IclIowng
BIll the rmjOrIow-<:osl~:

a Onequart... to one tl'wd 01eI rroltemal deaths
occur "'""" bi1t6 .... too dose j'Iess ItIIII' I»Q
\'Il'lISl aloo many(IllOr9 INrl Wl Of to R'IOlI'o8rS
who aretooy<lUlg (lnjer 18)Of too old (CMll35/.
AllpmlIllS sIloI.ld I>aYe lI"os i'lloonatU:l • and tan>tt
pI<rri'lg ad o:;ati(ln and~.

o -..,20% and 3O'lb 01all mat_ dealhs
8tQ lI'e resut 01 ilegaI ot>ort.icJl.Deatt<scouldIhn­
IoreceCUlby~medl!mlrdbrll!rrl)lpMTg,

o The nsI<s <:a'l be CUl by pre-1\lll.!lI C8rlI, Even
t>M:I d'Jack.~o.mg~ca"1 prr:Md9'(lw.
<Xl5I safeg.Jwds Ill)'W1$I ..--.nIi!end hg1 t:b:x!
prg;$II8 (bolh mejor caJSIlS oIlm1erre1 delI lhj
T'NO r;ecwns i'\ IlftlI1lIlOCY can Il15o proIeCt boIn
moII'lIlf and child "ll"hsl hl!afI.l$.

o All binhlI SIICUId t:elIltendOO by II. lfllillld 1*'
iiOll who can ensure me 'three cIile'Is' (clilirl
I'1Ir<ls, dBan dIItvory Slrlac8. cIIIan amng and
th:ssrlgollha Cl.lftl)a<ld~meslgli»tkh
"-"1tIatmora lJl8lilled .... ill;IlIOOldod. M. pras­
ent ontt 50% at borI!ls i'1 trle Ife', ' ." ig world ara
Men::Ied try II.rranad person.

o ~ IJ\8laITiIy l.riIs 8nI 8YlIiIabII!I1Or 811 t*ltos,
!hit IiBI< lllllll'O&d1 ClIfl b& t.lSlId 10 idIInIt)I women
who ..-:l 'watng ho!n9s' dose to malerrlfy o..riIs
or ....too rre,.--t...".. \nII"IIIIXIr'l.AI larrIles sroJd
~ ....... be al*l to ,........". .... 1te b!l'lIc !lign!I 01
... 5 1 ri!lk.

o r..andsociety asa wIIoI8 CilI' aho h8Ip
to IIl<1JcIllho tI5l<s l.Ji """"""IIlhIt pmgn;!rll mel
br8as1 -1eedr1g women ha"'l m:>m food and m:>m
resllhlln lit eee- limes,

Theq..esoon is torn I!le _ ......

of !he SIatus of.......,...,.,. II-.~mel ...uiIion.
11ft I!dl.<:aWl mel !heir _ -lOad. In partIa.S.
""",,-,,"0 rurillon Ir<I _ CIIl"lI fa gorIs, __

_""';;;;'~earty CI1U1ooll &'lCl in eccesceece. a-e
'" ttiaI KI _ Illll cydB 01 POOl' growth _

eeee ma"'I'~ of WOI'TG"~ U"IP'lI­
pared fa prE9'"I8r'lCy 8fid oIt9<'..- irI l:JwbOth­
we;gtlI and a repetitioo rolltlB sa-reC)dB.

AcliOrl OIl <II 01 eese IrI:ns wOOd n:Jt orWi
BCI'o!rVB ItIB Ia'gel 01 0one-ltird reo:U::bon irImelEl'­
niiI mc:<1ality I'lllBS by !he 'Jf# 200), a wOUd abo
~bBnofII1hII"",,"0I1I"IlWf)' tu"<lmdsol
IrAons 01 ....omen \'otoD do _ chlI:I*th tIl.l:
who sullIIf oorioIJs hBaIlrl probIlIms and disabt\IBs
BSa~ r'I'ld who _ ~llrnId with too--



"In.oUy, ;t is a pl'lletical Investmcrn becauw
communications technology h.. ensllfCd that
the children born into the 1990s will know more
about the world and CJl pect more from it than
any previous gcne,..~tion. And if lhere is OIle
lesson wttid t hino!)' InS;stson, u is that political
and social turmoil will foll"",' wlten peniSlCl\t
povl:It}' and personal U'agedl' sit side by side
with lhe C"ident ca~ciIy for improvement in
the live. of the poo r.

' ll1e achievement of !he goals decided un at
the World Summit for Cttildfl'n, bcwcvcr dif­
ficuh and daunting the prospect, would lhere­
fore repn:setlt not only one of !he greatest
hwtlllnitarian .chie,·emenl$ of this or any other
centu!)", but also one of the greatest practical
investments which the human race could now
make in iu future ccunomie prosperity, political
stability, and en,·Lronmem.al intt-grity.

The bul w ncc we have

l1>e specific goal. which make up this in"C$t­
mcm have been decided On.fter a long; pr0<:e5S
of consultation, and endorsed by 159 govern­
ments at the largest g:athering of poIitit".alleadel'1
ever assembled. 'l1tey therefore reprcseu the
best chance the world has, in the decade ahea d,
for a unifying framework of action and a world­
" i de mobilizati"" by governments, intcma_
tiollll1 agencies. edU(:ators. religious Ieadcr1,
health profC$tional. , voluntary organWtions.
the rna.. media , the bmin= community. and
members of the public.

'll1e goals are undoubtedly ambitious. But
while re<:ogniUng the difficulties , it i. also im­
portant to recognize that these are !he goak
which arc the mOSt achiC"able, the goals fur
Which the knowledge and the technology
already exist, the goak which can be achieved

It rrurumum fmancial and politkal cost, the
gnal. Which, if lhey art: not achiev<:d, will man
a IllOC1<eryof our hopes of mffiing the broader
challenges of environmentally .ustainable
human dc'-elopment in the twenty_f....t « ntury,

Similarly, the resourt'Cll involved will un­
doubtedly be diffieul! to flO4. 1M it i. aho
imporomt to ree~e that the total cost would
be about the same a. is now spent "" the
militarY ft'Cry ten days. And no cause could lay
greate r claim 10 a mare of the rcsuun:es which
might now hccome ~\'llilable if the world wen:
indee d to clCirkate itself from its long and
painful afIair with was and embrace instead
the challenge of environmentaUy sU$tai!ulble
develop ment.

That long and difficult journey mUSt begin
by taking the most basic, the most obvious, and
the I1lOSI afIordable fInt steps. And it ~ those
step. which ha,.., been set OUt ;n the Dedamti""
and l'lan of Action adopted at the World
Summit for Ch.iIdren and published alongside
this }...... report.

The foUowing Chapl'" look briefly at the
ttonomie COnteXi ufthis effort and at some of
the IC$SOlIJI which have been Iearnl in the
struggle 10 reach the immunization goal over
the last 10 y=. Apan from anempting to

identify .orne of!he principles and SU'alrgicsof
sucl;as, the report also discusses the need fur
an l.mdcrlying new ethic for children in the
1990s. FmalIy, this year's report addresses the
question of whether success in these endca\'Oll.J"!l
wo uld "''l'Ve only to add to population and
environmental pressures or whether, as
UNICEF beli......, !he achievemen t of the year
2000 goals would help '0 bring aOOUl a i tahili·
...tinn of population growth at an earlier date
and at a lower 1c\'Cl than wuuld olherwi"" have
been the case.

•
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Malnutrition:
a 50% reduction

"

Y_ 2OO:l fI06J' A~ of__ 9IIdIl'lCICInM
mahilritb'l~ D'la ..cri:fs <n/9'.f>es.

Th& manmtkln 01one Ihird oIlho de\ '.;' 1(1
YoO!Id's CI"ib'en SIP' Itl!I de I'»l.~ 01 pe«Jle
end 01 1'I8IIor'e. l3uI .., I9Ce1l~~ NIS~
stIo:>wn lIIllI Il'lO$l chld 1I".......lIlian can roN be
PfflIt'l'lled 1lI low COSI. In 11>1I ""l<ds oI l1'O!1 World
&nk, "s c*ecf ar.adl 0'1 rrIlI1hJU1IJan Is need8d ...
IJIId~ KAv ro rtlIJkB I!lat BIb'! now
IIaI'!IIlll'tIctive IJIId albd/ltll8 meast.IllS III make II- ",By II'Ie )U' 2000. ~ is thereIore laasibl910 llO'Tl81
a haVng 01 sewre m rroxlil<ala rnaIr'<JlJ'itic
am:;N"IQ Il'IlI ....:;wId's ....oer.live$.

Fa rToIlI'lI' pa<e:"Ill, ."., task oIleedJ>g chbao
pn:pertv111 I1l8Oe i, _•"'**' Il\IlII:lolOOta P<lY/Wf\I.
But r'r'OSIcIliId rnahiAr6::>noccusinnomeswha-e
~e Iood is lMIIlallle. l'he cauee ~ fmqueot
cisease end !he lock01 kroo d l jgIl at:>o.Jlltla spe­
c:iIlI fllEdng l'leOdl!5 01a )'OU:'lQetild .

llUmoea. moosles and respiratory inIec!ionII
l3I<e IfflfIj a ctIltrs~, i"nbl /IbsOIpIiOr"
tun c:aIOries end dra01 fU:iolrds in ~,Ioaa end
sicl<roess. 'M1en sucn ..-..sesare~, f'I"oWU.
lrlIicwl is lI>ef-.A. Plogoess lOw.ivcts !he Olhe< yV
2OO'J gosIs. and espo;:iaIY Irrmrll.atO\ 1hll
pr9Y1lI'ttion arid _I 01 db,l1oee. end sale
_ and s:antaIion, woUd lIlerelor8 ltaslCati
rOO.>oe mah4rilion.

.., addilO1....~causesolmanwtlb'lcoulO
Ill:M' be anad\ed by~ pamnIS wflh
todIIy's lo1owIe(lge aboul child growth. Every

parent shD.lId """""
o 8roosI ......8Ib'le'il1l>ll bololl POS1i:JIe 1000:1 lOr
the r"", bs to ... rrc<l!tIs . n prO\'Id88 complete
nuIritionend '~' lhIl ditl agaimt Ol)l'TVT"<ll1

"""""'-
o B)llhellQllolb.l"lO,",,!TIOI'ltl$, lhechld_
Olhe<bx\s.~ddtooda__m_

!he risk of InlGclion: Iea..;ng ~ lI:'Ili !ali< leads 10-a A ctJId \n:ler lIYeeyearso! age.--:lsloocli1g
lIW.:e as otIon 1IS1Wl llW'l. wllhSIT"IIll8" &mOIIIISol
mom-W-<ichlood.

o Food and _:!II'lCUd no! tie wiItheId wilen a
cI*lls I orhas.db,tIoe8.

o Alter lII'1lne1ls, a chid r-.JS atl flXIrlI lflllilI a
day lor 8 week10calch UPon thIlllJOWllllOsl.

o lill'Ivio1;l at leas! two years~ bi'Ihs is
esseniiai ior tile rninoonai ileaiiil a rom I'IllIhe<..,""',

F'revenlJng low 1>;1,,.,,·,oelo'II, by~!he
rwitional neantl 01 'N<)fr$"I end gns, end Il\I
more food 9IIdteSlln~. also re<:lOCeS
the fisk 01 malnutrition . One lIi td 01b<I/lie$'n \tie
developing >'ICIId life bom '''OOVW'll1esl' !hIIn
2.500ga<mlB!I; the l"H 2IXO largeI is to mduce
llis to 10% 0< lesS .

~.-p 9'"" is!he mosl impoIt<ftsinglll
l'dCalOf cI a dild's normallJfO\'M Inlla '-""'d Illl
IlUC!l i1'*T(lsl rMIItY hi:lJsIrIaIzW QO\I1lry.5lMnI
de\ EIlll"iQ COI..OlIries IIaw IIiE<J I'IOW t>ovn usilg
COITfIUilv h8allIl~ to esser IT"OIIlerl> with
!he reg.AaI~ 1(1 cI II c:I'obfo:"l ....."". trvoo. K
makes iJnI!aIlering;ngt(lWII1l1lSible bolI'l lo>~
Inl healtI seM:;es. Nwj • IIiE<J he4>a to l8<gal
lIl:bsidies to lha "*":::riIy cI l>ifrie i"l IIDch !he
~ llIck 01 food IS !he mail prOOlem.

K is also oomnliaIlD morilor c:I'obfo:"l's growItI
rIllIionBIy. N. 1he momenl . lew naOOnsllawreg.AaI
iIlt.is!\:;$QIlYltl;tl~cI~lIl1l '¥VN­
ro~. 9.JI.lhBracould blI nomom~
gU(le to poi::y 0<~~~e 01 e
n/ItOl's JeaI plOgO __

The poten\I8I of IhIIse approac:tIes Ms been
Yiri8yWrr<Jr6tra1ed ;n....1~ h -W reo;JO"IS
oIlhe CleYolOpIr"oij WllIld. d1iId mM1lJlIitionhIlll been
'Eodooed b'lSO'lb ate <':(lSI 01 $10 perd"ild1*)tlSr



Keeping the promise
.......... dx ICnI ot .......' u ndt ol......ds...tUch
~ in lhc: world'. PTtSI followinc ~
SwnmiI for ChiIcfren, one~1nU strain "''as
~ liP by all editorial in n.. N_ ~.""*

Tima.

~:n.. "'..,at t/o6;JJ S~""..is _riIV ;" ItilltnY
pUdgtd 14 dD />tlln by ,,,- -W'. child,."., 'T1trir
promiJu fl,= dO'IWIlI, 1M "~ " mbirimu. Hili
child"., amMi JII",*'w f1/' Ihriw 0.. promises. 7lt
fl'<1rid 's ktuInJ ....... 1tatM .... dJli,d,ion /0 find 1M

1'a<lUrm' tmd u.. potm«U II7iJ1I1t<ltU1UY U> ....J1I­
I<:u • ill'/o MlIity. ~

In Ihon, m Ihc promise be kqn?

That quation, and panjalluty !be quetDarl
of~ Ibr I'QOUI'US C:Nl br found, is boI.tnd
up ..... ee b:CMitf picnft of elXIi ......iI:~
mmI in the: 1990L 1_ cbap(n diKunI:s how
1M rear 2000 coM til irllo lha1 ""-dcr pictl=
• and~ !be: QIX:Stion of ...-here the
InOClCY mi&Jn _ from.

n.: eur' k C1IIIltllJ

Economic pl'OIJUS in W dcadoI: ahead it ncM
1M only b<:ror which will infIuma w~
or p~tiom to<\wd. tho: year 2000 goah. II rnay
llO!. IM:n be the moIl lmporunl faclor . Sev=ol
dC"doping COUnlne1 have already achiCVt'd Ihc
goals for under- live monaLiry and school enrol·
IDmI d<$pil C per ca pita incomes which In:
si&JtiflCllntly Iowcl than the evcrag<: for the
dcvc:1oping world.

NoneUI<:kst, for mosl COWltries, «OIlOlll ic
pt"C'us would make it~ tQier 10
ck\-..u !hi: neccuary~ 10 dx task.

'n.e t.d _" is 1Iw lhe <k>dooliDc -'d's
ckbl stilI5Wlds" approximNcly S1,300 hiIIioft,
WI lIDI1IIaI ill!crat rrpI;)'lIlI:IlD on ihal dcbI
amount UIabloR SlOO billion, lhal~ and
~ pll)"IDCDllI acccd no:w Del: fIoq
&om dx i:Ildul;~rountric:sby S30 billioQ,
mal aid Ic\'ds att iIx:n:uina: only lTWJinaUy,
and Itw primary o;mmodil;y prica an: Jtill II
Ibcir \owat Ievd lintt dx 1930s..

Debt, in particular, stiD . hackles many
devcloping nalionli, daimin& a lalF proportion

of dx raoun:cs which mi&tu~ ha\T
been .vaibbk for inV'Cloll'nml in human _
arm. With f3llinr; family iIK:omcI, and~ in
public .pmding on fUYicft .ueh u health and
nlua tion, man y Mrian and Latin Amc:rican
childn:n an: . ti11 paying heavily for thcir natior\$ '
debit ; aOO the cum:rn:y they an: plIying with ..
Ihci r Opportu nily for nllnnal growth . their
opportunitYIIIbe nluealoo, and oflcn Ilrnr/itou.
With no len urgency than al an)' time in the
lu t fIVe ~'can, UN ICEF mUll Ill_in Ily WI it
is the antitMIil of civili>.arion W I to many
millions of children should be: continuing til pay
.ucb a price (f.. 4).

l lle bl:ncr economic_'I is lhal pl oi«:lic>m
f... the 1990s ........ the induwWizcd Dationt
powilC U Ul a''enF '" per &Mum and Ibc
do:'Idupitc nation> p-itc at iu>t O\'U S~ per
IJIt1Wn. Suchf~c>_ .muId 1hcy proYC

ac:cunte, sa=:!~t~. Most of Asia
ahould Itt o:ominwd flC:Idy plop " KaIID­
panicd by _ signifiam f.lll in !be numflm; of
Ihe Kboo/ulC pour. Latin Amc:ria., thr Middle:
EuI and Nonh ArricK an: apcacd til Itt
sIov.u grtlOI"dl with a IrNllcr reduction in the
~ of the poor. Sub-Sahuan Africa, faem.
~pid population &fOWIh " ..'til a. CCOll<>I'nic
$IagN.Uon and SC\~~ problem!., will
nruggle10 maintain per capill. incomes; withoul
<kbl cancellation, _ rt1\C\'>·aJ of investmem, and
an increase in Kat aid, the .ub-continc:nl may
_II 0« :on incrc..e in the numhcn Ii,~n.g in
poverty during ihc dcadl: ahead.

Drrelopllltal $1nI1tCJ'

Ariel" 4O]l:In ofcontdous and oftencomm­
tiout debate about I1rlIlcP:o of dcodupm..:m.
~ isperhaps """'" WIItIimiJ:y on the fUb;ca
II dle 19901 bc:sin 1haD al Ill )' iws tin>e.
",., 1990 WDdd Bank ro:part turJUD<d up
Ibc al'IoCI"Iina cousms.us:

"no «idm« ill litis &pqn $llQlJu rJIIll rupid
""" ,.,&iaJ1y~ " ...... "" P«JOfY ....
...... lIdtinMd by pun..u., .. JlIWqDI tAol .... /U'O

tqlMlJIy iIttporw>u dtIottolu. T1lt Jim tlowru U III
pre' '.. dtt pnJ<1wliw ..... of lIM poor......,
"""~"f1 /WIt - 1t>hDr. I , QJ/lJ jM po/icia tNu

"



THE STATE OF THE WORLD'S CHILDREN 1991

Pneumonia and diarrhoea:
half of all child deaths
r- 2000 goal: A /lIIMrrJ ofcriId d90iJlils C8tJS«1
or aIil<rtloee 110O II OO.HfIitrIlfD.cl:n<l f! chid
d8rHhScausod Oy IJCtIU/mspitatory IlI'9cllbr>s-

f'nourroria '* appro><inataty 4 "*'" yo<.ro;j
etid"""a~.

Well-iob"e,j parenIS Ire 1I'e first h 01
deIenca CW'IEI CJ,I8rter r.J~ <lealhs 00lJI::I
t>e~ bViT"fT"I.rilalioagainsl roBa!>I9Sand
whoopIolg 0:.0.0".&MraI~nu-.dca.ld
be p<evenlod til' fl>'d! ei'fll bnIast-ioldrlQ lor Ihe

fO'm "'$!'J "" ~'!8a!~.
_ ~ does oca.x. early ctIIgnosIs

and IfIlIl<Opriale~ lXl6lJIg ..... lhII'1
$HIO. can P<lMInl the mojlYity 01 dBatts. AI
parents >hoI.id I<mw that a cI"itI-. a llOlll1' 01
cold wflO is I'lav'IIg <.ifli<;lAy n brootmg, 01 ..
tlreatIWlg nlDnl rapdy man l!; 1lllIJI"<li. IlIlOOS
rrahaCl rlIlfp~, ~ea~ , Slll;t;8S5 d9PEnls
on tt>e8V<lilabily c t _ worI<ars.~ <'XlIn­

m.ritv heoW1 W(lI1.:a"s• ..to can~SIIl1'k' Ie$ts
t,,~ pnIlt.OlUlia8l'<l,. ,ox y,lD'nin­
isl... a ubiUii:: _. aIorog with _ nstnJcIions

on /'Ow 10 uset/'l8m.

1l>agoal 01 a on&-tIwU m<b:tlon in~
d8alhll can themIofe be ""'-""""d by inbrmng
pamnts and by ltanng<XllmU1ily_ worIo:.n.
t:&c:\«ld '" bV _ and~ sySt<lmS •

and bVIhe~~oI~tWJs·

Dialrhoeilldi5easealsokib~ 4 rriI­
ion \'OU"lIl o:tiI<t'9needll"'f"'' Two and a hall mJion
at eeee dealte are a re:UI 01 deJ¥hlWn . IIlo
<tari'lg 01100rn.och IUd !romIhe d"iId'. bo<t)I.

$0....-. agan depends on 1I'e __i ob" iGll
par'lI1I. DiantloeIII d68ase CM be Pf8"llI'Ud by
tnasI·~. by imrnlnization IlgaRI measles.
ll'f U!>ing 1almeG. by l<.oopilg food.-.:l watOl d8In
and t1y, 11I:>1. '9_ bollo<6 tw::I'Wlg eee. 'NtIln
a chid res lioi iti08ll, h em I\iej to keep Ieed'ng
and to rjve Illo:rt)' ol lhe~ l<n:lsoI iQ1,id. rctId-

hJ bred rrjI(, dlIled gruels.~. ricewater. 01
II specieI oral~ SOlution fOAS}. H tile
diiIntIoea persists for nlDnllNln a 1I!w 00ys, Of is
rro:IfIl SIlrious man \ISU!II, trai'ed huIpis .-:l9;j .

The soo:n:l essentiRI is the~ 0I 111 _
workerstol<rlow. and IOte8Ch, today's ll"lIllhcd$o!
""lJing WCh d ilId""""CI oerrcee - i'lcUdlng con·
l'med~, oral rohyO'a'.iDn~ (001), and
Ihe use DI lhII speaaI OAS (votiIdl CQSIS 8bco.Jl 10
cents pel sadlllI and cao J1l<I'I9dy deI¥htiOn n
amost !II casas).

!~/. sere rem c! ore! re!l',~~ 't'::!3;:1 e
t.-:l by """ !IIrritfn lhIoo..ee ~ alopo 9 world,
and !he~ is ItSlmaIed lO be SilVIl;l <:Nfit
one m6:n IMl:'I oocn \'Ili"'. T" reach the j9llt 2000
(J(l(II, II"Iis IcnoMedgoa .... '- to$pItIlld to 8l1eas1
IlYae qo.m.....of alI la'niIas.

txarmoeaI diseaseIS 8ISO a~ ClOJS!t. poss.
ibIy Ihil """'" cauoe. 01 dWI ""*'uIrhn ~ lakes
~ lll?P&liIG end II'ICb::es food il lake: . 1I'ICb::es
Iood &I>SOrpllo,1 and ctai1s~ IlUIrilo:lts; ~ con·
sumes cables il kM:< and tisw8~. 'M>er1 the
o:beese oco.n '4l '0 ,""_ a~. as is roI
........ ' • F"'1amJfIll l!lOl ChichIn o!!h!tdIJ\tIliopi1g
wakl. \tlOln "''''""triMn is I.I!Il.IaJ)o It>B ..... n is
!hweIae al90 em IlilJj ro. P8I8fllS to krow thaJ.
conh>eO leadingof a sickd1Id . end anext...""""
a daI il the weekor soall... lt>B~. is assential
to prolBCl ncxmaIll"""'lh.
The_II ,.esto~_cantroB<e-

IortI bII suro-ned '4l il 1tl8 'tflnle FI' • Food. Fluids
and Fu1llorhelp .

EYsy 't- il lt>B 0iMlI0p01g worI:1 p!nlnIS~
CMIr $1 t:tn Of! m::>sII1 neI!lJcli,oe IT'eddms fa'
dilnhoeaI osease end~ iltecIions • 1IJIl
two II"IOSl Wi i '1"'1 d"' i , 01 cttilood and It>B
caseo!ilWoU IIl1IlII'f h(Wl 01 aI chid dBal/lG.W4h
.....""""'f. bul morni1loJrnlI[IOn end lJBri"Jg. bOtIl
d : ... can 00 .... 'tolod, LilcI'«:ked.1hey wi
IdIanotheJ 80 """" cttien il tI"e 1990s.



FlgA Heath, education, and cs.bt
Thuf...,r ........ l*m , lIle>n..Du.
Prodoocl.-...:oed lei $llI -w:.no •~ lei
_dil",011__"_in ...15__
lfIi:IdII~. ' ; "'__ ~'9l!I7.

.. r.:.t,- tor"'"11-..... »

W f!MIaI, Ilttir 1ttoIlJI .-I~ .... Mt­
CCIIIiM tIIId.... lJtm..euu;" '" t#NrvIllttir __
lit.." <ZttdWir~ "" -.. .jair~
/tw JJwir Wiocm. nu io • IMd III{"""Iof_u
.....,..rJw~(Ij~"rJw~-U ""'*
.-I . ~ f1/,.,. ....~
-'J-W "'1'P"'fL •

In JilDibt \'tin, Worid Bank p, ' 1 ~nt 8arbcI'
Conabk: IJas abo laid: "'1M IIIJoauiofI III{aid
I1ct>tJd "" '"""""' dtatIy 1i1lJtd ID .. _/I)'~ ....­
..an-cllt>pomw<kw~p,"*,.........,-.J
It> IN mJuaion '"ptltwrf.

'I~ could be no bmcr mcuun: of W I
commiuncnt than prolllCn tllWUda the- au
""lUCh a nuaioriry of the world's politicIJ Iradcr1
- from bod> indu'nialized and 1evdop ina
worlds _have alre>ady CQnJidcrcdand ~doned,

In !hil """y, the ambitiOll, aoall adopted at
the World Summit for ChiI~n can ro ntrib\lte
to til. O\'cnill development elTon of the decade
ahead and p=ide a wrpcr focul f01' the
indu,triaIiud world'. aid, And it is In tl\iI
ro nteXI W t ,,-c rum again :0 1M initial question
of where Ihc l'CIOUrttI mi&h.t come from to

so I 2 3 4
Pea06l okyr r;l G/'f'_ _ 0 _

EOJc\lIIQi,--

.IIomom ...-.~ J«ilIJ -' J"'b'ricrJ
IItIn .........~.-I,., ''I)' '" 111M
nrd. 1lor-.I Ii ID prr1rilk lIdJiI: __ Jtmm

'" • ,... PriItfary ittabiI <aIY, Ja-iJy 1" . '..
-.u.... IIIOd pr;.ury~ .-~--n., .....~lI7I'_DMMIy~_
...aAo.u ,.... .oJwrU _ rM/1icimL • •

It is in lIM: ..-c:o:ld pan: 0( thilI 'twG-part
Imq:y for daclopman' !hal dx:pb adopied
by the Worid Summit for ChiIdrcn rind their
platt in the ....m.:l de..'dopmou efron of the
19901. For tIl.)"QIl' 2000 pls arc euentially,
It&lemenl of the m<Ji1 otl"iolls, ..,me...blc-, and
afTOfiiablc tlcmena in die wit of in\-utina in
human .apacity and f"'O"idin& basic sodaI $CT­

vicl."l 10 the poor,

The role of aid procnmmCII

This o"a2Il comext is cspccia.lly imponanl in
considc:rin& the roI. ....hich aid prognnuncs
migh.1pla)' in the )'W"$ ahead,

In !his report t\O'Q )~...,. -ao, UNIC"F
~lhal:

"Aid maJw ;1 pMrimUjl ..w.r ID u..w
~ f1/ priIIcipaJ bmtJiQa,ia -.III
I>t. p«1r, • ... iI.. wu, iIIJd./ttl.....

'77w"- Ad:< .-.-.. _ MIy aid IItu ...
1Wr ......... -' tru<k .." . ",u JlraJJp.
pan f1/' ''~ poa /Iy ~JIiIlUw~ ItfJliofu -'d _
..;- '" iItcmJu .m'm IIJII1~
""01 &'w..-..-Jd .. .. " " 4 r.
, m "'" ID .. f't>lJnrO II{ ra>J"'" ! _ ' ........

.. r......J'.l' f*lJ. pI1t1I' jmL
'71w~ ..u.a tIIId __ tI/ INM I'IGI

"",,_ "'" trrJw~II{.~f1/

" MMJ of ... ........---_. . _•..,--_ .-- -......loP-. of """""'
T_ '~~ 1CIll 5 ' S , .. _ _ ~..-..,

...~, _ Jocc..,-~ _ Ihr ....... Oil
_ .. _ .........."lloo

"



THE STATE OF THEWORLD'S CHILDREN 1991

Immunization:
a decade of disease reduction
Year 2000 gotJIs:. lI()fl; irn7l!.n7allQn~ CJI
ane-yew-dds; 005' nrt<;ljon ill /IIEIo15Ia:I deall>S;
tli'lW>8ti:ln of r>e<n8llW I'«arlIS it'Y J99S}; g/fJt.>ui
..-.d<:arimOlpolo.

., 19!11, measles. lilIaroS rid wnoopilogcoo..gh
wll kiI~ 2.6 mlIon chbEin. .,~
lien. IWO tu"dlId !ID.6lrd vriI be aWled bV
polO. Irrm,rIzaIIon agai'Isl aI o! ""- d l: : 1eI
alSI8 8WQl(tTlIla',' S1()perd*l . rdd"g deMlIy.

TI<IQic lIS th99II figurer< am, lhBy h'P : ,I ..
~9''->go_~<M'?: lQ~!!99, """'"
tile Work! _ 0rg;rizaIi<;n""""""'" tile tar­
gel 01~ ctiId iolTJl,.n2ali:l by lTl!I eo;:l of
1990. _ ltwl 20% of !he de\ ",. '11 wald's
e:tti'frl ""'"" Irrmrized. App'ollmBlet,t 5 mIIcfl
cI*l«!n a year_ a dyi'lg from \/llo'Xi'oe-pt8YGr1I.
able diseooe and hall a miIlon a yoor were being
a1lplod by P<*l.

Fa< pra::t<;aI purposes, !hB1990 goeld ...........·
sal~_ taI<lln ton-. machi'>g IlO'llo
of !he de>: ' 'lJi OJ wald', et*:lren beIofe Ih!t fi'sl
t:WIhday$. Toda\I. as !he workI.......,,!he targel
dala. o:mraga ha(; I$ln 10 atnosl 8Q'lI" r.& a
r'8SUI. daaIhs n:I <isa/.liiIiBs ~"'" """""'......
I181'11ab1a tbease.wtW::h~<Al .. ,......re...risen
~ pop"lation l)'OWth. _ _ haMId. 1m­
rruizatiM has lherdore beBn lhIl gmatest p.dc
he9th WOC8SS S\OIY of the IasIoeceoe.

8u*Ing 00 ltllslolrdilticn, .. coo.nri8s stoooJd
be _ 10 rtdoce measles dealI\s by 96%. Iliiml·
MIll MOr'Ialai lelanUS rod ClflI(icale palo i'l 1IIe
"""""" l!Nlad. These a<IJ .....o;iI ..Y1I<)l;IIe,a,""""
are now~ thegasp of tJnf nation...nm<:om­
rrlls ~selIlO It>em.

The 10lai<Xl5l ot 8llPIoD' iIll8ly$1 bIIorl a year
is rot .. o:AobIi.... MosI 00. • ';'1jC:oo.nrwcooJd
~ to fI'lll(IllMlr IWO lho'dsof the bI, but aid
WI be r-.lGd 10'""'" tile e>;>ecled $300 rriIioI1 a

-"""'"

Tha n M ,eCYoOJds:::onpaytillsel,~
.. :d::iI:01.b"~ is lCdaI' saiIV eeWO!t:l $1
I:*ln a)"ElYn~md~ costs . _
Iinm <l8 rrv:h &'l h costsIiErllCbti'o Ihilo:foImse-'" rnooI o:urtries, d'ull ..... two major 0IlIl0f·
1u'WIie$!or. rlll)id and i >expel &01l iro e in
<XMlraQ8 llIrtIg tile _ t """ yean - IIfld bot/l
deptn:l on ..-.g bel\eI' use oIl11ready e>cisliog
19d*ties. W.......ac:ci">aled dti1!o who ..... bfo<.91I
to cfir«;s for _ """"""' ......... eilher"!IICCnlt«l
on the spoI orreIEmId !Of wrx:i l€llioo,. In:l WlheO"
Il1<IlhIlrS __ cr.:ked "'" tI!I<nl5 irrtnri>lllion
ltl9"I rn:l6I CCUlIl'l9S WOlJCI~ fOOdl ltl(l go,;
taget. Si"nila'tt. lhe t"'lI'lI WOIAd bo 'eachBd ~ aI
<::hiIitn IOOOlIJ8llroust1l b" 8 lirsl ......,;,IIIID 'WMl
to~ tI'l8 full coone. Drop-<lUl _ be­
_ hi 8I'ld ttWtI i ljeclioo OS ere often as I'qI as
51:1% , DIIrT'end lor~ iii lhlIreIor1I as
irIl><:<1..... as lILQ:IIy, and the Q:U"IIries "tiI;tl ha"8
madB rapid progrgss '- used ill POSsIlI8 can­
rTU1ic:aoomdlamelslOpromol81h8..............1ioo1........

?a1b.Ja1V fr1lorta1l, as tile 1!Qls begi1, II a
SIeppng 14>01 _ k>deIool ll1lll!Hl ...-d 100nIL

M ; ,' 15, me lliggssl .... """"'ll Ih8 voo:::iI&­
PI9YIlf1\abltI dis : wth 1 .Smilioovicli'nsa~,
.. eeo 8 major (3)SII 01 mahJ\Iili:In,_. snd
\01a'IWl A loss . F<Y!hi:!; t88SCl'I.~
agaoW measl8s can bmg IIbo<Jt 8 reduclioo'1 0114>
10oroe-lhrlj" Ih8 oYIlI'aI mIe 01d1Jddoolhs.

NeonalaI IEI!lnIS klls """"l eoo,OlXl iilW"lls
(IOI['il __ ....., can lls Pf8Y8'\Illd by Ilygi!ri:: 0&-

~ ma!hods (dBm~ """"" sufaoos. clBan
wtt.-.g8l'ld~ 0I 1h8oorCI) en:J/0I by mr.".
rti1g all worrHl 01C!ll:I.lleaRrog age~
beb-e~. F'O\lI ess ageiosl1ellnlS IBg:s
_In most naIic<'os,

AAlIfS/MIIpo>; emdIcaoon .. Ih8 19TOs, polio il
liket,r to l)e me rex! ma;or disease toce 9kTWIIlllld,
l..alil Americ8 andE...opeshoo.M1acriaY8lha1 goa
by 1995 etI<llh8 MSI oIlhe....:wld Dy !he~2OCO .



fun d this inVestmenl in tod ay'. children - an d
tomorrow'. " 'orld.

Filld.i.q tho m o,,",«

II is virtually impossible 10 calcw..lellte Over­
all flllllocial COSI of reaching aU of lite goals
adopled al lite World Summil for Childn:n,
tho ugh rome individual estimates arc made in
the \"arious panels of thi' report. BUI for the
sake: of bringing th e COSI into ovc r:tl1 perspcc­
eve, a 'best guess' wtlll1d PUI the figure close: to
520 billion a year for lh~ next decade. The cosl
will vary enonnou,ly from eounl)' 10 countn',
bul a very approximale global breUdown by
m.id-dccade would be:

f ig,S The prevention of polio, 1980-90
The c/Ia<l shows lha QflMIh L'11he pe<centage ot !hi
de\eloj;i:'Il -"1. dtben whoare immunized agailsI
...., and lhe~ IlUIl'Oer oJ cases oJ~
1IIeruby 1QI'VIl'.ed, QIrfrf;l IhB declKIe at lhe 19805.

Approltimate annual cost (b~' m.id~ecade) of
reaching the year 2000 goal.

'1'0pur this 520 billion a ~'ear imo pcrspectil'e,
it is approltimatcl}' on~ eighth of one per CI'1Il
of lite world ', annual income. It is half a. much
as Germany will find for lite pro<.'1:SSof natiorW
reunification in 1991. It isa. much a. the ",ortd
sl"'nds on the military e'"ery 10 da)1'. "1M
jina,trial ,"",urcn ,.quiroJ a,. mDliul", says lite
Plan of Action adopted al the Summit, "ill
,./a,ion ro 'ht ~_, udr~"""'lJ IMI l«<40n."

T1'IiI eIfcn means !hal 1hele /lie rowrM1I one and a NlIl
....", <:hidfen gII.I'l'IiIg up normidy .. !he deYeklping
WOIld who -..ld hawI beorI cr1lPled by poio _e ~ not
lDf lhe iTm.Ir'balion Il"JllIiII1J1T ot Ihe last 10 years.
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Such comparisons Ire madI: olmosl C'o"cry
ye ar in 1m SI1;1.l< cf lN. World 's Childmr repon.
And they arc made 11= again because it mu!!
neve r b.,come accep ted a. normal and unre_
m.:ub.bk tha t a fifth of mankind sho uld be:
" i th out adequate food , safe water, basic Ilcallh
care, and elem entary education, Qr W I millions
of children should die ur N mmtc'd ;n brain
and body, in a ,,~d which clearly ba~ the
l<.nowl~c and the reecerccs to enable all its
people 10 meet their o.....n and !heir children 's
need.. HQYo"cvcr ritualistic such compari sons
may seem, Illey sc,,~ 10 make a mockery of the
ida that. the world CllIlIlO! yet afford to eontern­
plalC the gmu step forward for OUr civilization
which would be rcpres<:lu cd by achieving the
r U T 2000 gnal, and bringing twit p«nection
to the lives an d the gI'O""th of all its children.

But it i. equ.ally clear that such rom Pllrison.
do not mean thaI S20 billion a year " iii be
fonhcomins for thi> purp<>K. On a practical
basis, where might the money come from:>

a "craU, the dC"eloping co untries will prob­
ably h.,..., 10 fmd about two thirds Ofthai lUffi
liIemselYcs' ,

The (w o ma}or internal SO Ul'CC!i of su ch sumS
are the rcsD'UCtUring of present 5pending ill
f ill""" of 1M social o« lor and liIc rauuctUnng
of present . pending ' Nlhin Jh,t W<iaJ J« wr.

.. ~I>n,- lui ... ><a<><al ..... Iho:rc g WIlSi<luabk o«JP< in•.u._~_ KI por P""l ol d>< ."., <>f
1>0>0< bI:olIb"""__ lb< _Initioo,oc, fix
comrIt. ptans KI """ <><CDtW ....«m>J _ <tOld ........
",,,,,,", ........1>1<~~ Mrio:a panty 1>T
........ "r ,;"m""-"lity «l<IlnlI ..,.l~. /olthouah thio
_ invW'oc manr funili<> in IIOrinIIlorl<M<n. Iho: .........
""'"" ..;a l>< k>o "'"" __ at, oIrad7 I'IIl'inI for
printdy pur<hM<ddrup 0Ild .-.-<_ or ....
itIdf=m). SimiloIly, II>UI}" miIIiom 01 ""'" _ ....
olnWy po1irlt " ""... wndon for ""kf of """"""
QlWi<r I""" IJU<:b <>IN Ihon""""" II< ..mlod '" _
piped WOXl .uppti<> '" obcir «xnmuniIic>. 1....... iI
"'--y """"" """.u.. in """"' ltindo 01 ..... <Jwa<>
0Ild~r~ IIul iI;" • -...fIidI nttds KI
I>< ma<l< ..ooiIiYdy """ _ 1cd&<>bIY '" d>< IocoI ""d, for
<her< .. . -. donca" "'" ' ...:h • poIi<)'"",y mal>: "'''''
..... <til/ocuk Iho: ..... of «adIdIa,II< untud>«l _Iho: _
lO'llo of famiin _ at< "" f""lU<Q\ll'~ ...... ~ ""
"'""" oM~ ><tVi«> .._ Oft .......bk.

"

T o t3l<e: lhc Iiret of~c, mo re than 2 5% of
aU present go"ernment cxpcndirurl:5 in liIe
dC\'cloping w¢r1d art' d"" ¢led to the military, 10
indficicnl sta re-contro lled com panies, and to
subs idiCll which arc nOl u rgeled lO liI"'" mOSI
in ~d. Mililal'}' . pending il !he grcatts! of
these. The dC\<t:loping nations ali a whole are
now spending mrm: on liIe miJjtary than On
educauon an d hcallil combined", Wilil liIe en­
din g of the cold war and liIe casing of regional
ts:nSlonS, it cannot be too u~alistic: 10~I
a 5% CUI in defence spending .. which would in
ilSClf ~berat c half of the estima ted S20 billion a
year nttdcll 10 reach liIe yur 2000 goab.

'New' l'I:SOIln:C$ could also be found within
liIe amounlS which are aln:ady aUocrlled to
weial S(!l'\'iIXS. In hcallil, hospiuls which reach
at mOSl 15" 10 2O"A of liIe population often
claim 8O"A of the budget In ed u.:ation, mOK
than hajj oj aU government spending is oilffi
aUocatcd 10 occondar)" and higher education for
liIe minori!}', u~ually from highcr-in<:ome
families. In Wi ler and sanilation schemes, 80%
of liIe S10 billion now being inVCllted each ye....
i' being de voted 10 schemes costin&: 5550 <II"

more per penon, while les' IIuln 20% is being
allocaled rc tod ay', lew-cost Stn. lcgles costing
leu than S30 per person served. Rclati\'c1y
mode'l ,pending 5hifts from high per capita
COst S(!rvices, which generally serve uie relative­
ly bener off, to lo\\' per capita cost SU1l!cgies for
th e poo r could liIercfore release enough to meet
the developing world·, shaee of liIe (wcrall bill.

&lema! aid

Approximately one lhird of ee 520 billion
needcll mighl be expecled 10 come from the
indumiali:l:ed Wtlrld. And thaI ro ntrib1Jlion of
an extra oevc... billion dollars a year cou ld be
made in manl' different ways.

• Thir. ......... .. r... tt.. <lO"<\oPola _ !IiII<> wid<

reJ:i<>naI dUporirico. M.,., 1alin AnI<ri<m ""_ for
~. II><"ftd Ino on Iht ..,;t;wy d'wI on huhh ond
<6u<>""" .... .\1_ b ....., -.n.n.. II><"ftd---



l'irSf, debl re~cf mighl be spccilically linked
to investm ents in reaching lhc agreed goals.
s,,"en billion doUal"$ is, aftn all, only a$ much
n the industrialized world now re«;\,cs from
lhe de"eloping wond in debt ""payments ttJtl'Y
10 duys. As the Plan of Al:Iion adopted al uie
World Summil for Children urges;

"lkb,-nli4WwlUS"",Idl>tformukll(d i" _ys
Ihal lhllnldpl rM1IoaJlimu lll'.drmftrtd_it
growlh ma<k possiblt: Ihrough sru:h JChemu would
l>trtefil jmJK7Vm..... for drildrm. Dtbl nli4 for
d!i/dml, in;:lwJing dtbl noupJ fo r imJallfJmI in
wdaI tkwlopmnrr prtJKTlJmmn, . /wuld l>t l'm/_

.uJnrd by de/111m ami c:nd';I1T1."

Increases in aid are another possibility; bul
more dlicienl usc oouId be made of!hc: 550 biI!ion
a year C\IITmtly allocatcd At the momall, far less
lIwl 25%of all the indusnializcd wmld's biIatcr:al

FIg.6 Proportion of ODA going to
basic health and education, 1986-87
les s !han 25% Of !he fr1dIJ strlal,zed world's aid is
devoted 10 Ilea"" and edlIoalion, and this
propo rtion has lallen by aboul one Ihllt! 0""" !he
Iasl decade. TIn e ol lhe mosl bas ic elements 01
human developmenl - Il' '''ery nealth care,
primary ed"""IOn, al\d fIIl,1 waler IlIpply and
sani talion - , _ Ive only juSIover 3% of all aid.

AIoco hon of officloI deveIoprnent
csseto-ce (ODA) 1986-67

HealIt1 (Inc lamly pia ritg) ' '''
"""'" """'"- 1.5"4

"'oco",o 11.11%

Pl1mory 9duco11OO ,...
Water ClOd scr1ltollon e.'"

lMaI waterood llCInIIotloo ..'"
_ ,orCDOOCI• ..-__.. _

"""""""'~_t:.-__......__---

official dcvclopment "".i.mncc is devoted l<I

health and educaoon, and !his proportion has
faUen by aboul 30% over uie last dl'Cade

Within this small and Ihrioking slice of the
aid pic, it is again lhe high« cost scr.iccs for
the relath'CIY better off which w e the greater
pm. Aid for primary bcalth care, including
famUy planning, primary ~ucatioo, and rural
water supply and sanitatio n, lOIab only iust over
3% of the induslrialized world's aid (fIg 6).

h would therefore require less !han dras tic
changC5 in the oriemalion of existing aid pro­
grammcs 10 relase lh~ resources needed to
I Upporl lhe year 2000 goab. 10,·('11 if only the
pmjea~ ;1tCTt<JUJ in aid O\"er lhe ocxl few YCllrs
WeTC dC\'olcd 10 primary health care, primary
education, and 10w<OSi "'.,.'er and n oilation
schemes, IMn 1M llJUluai amount of aid a\":ail_
able for lhe:sc purposes would be dor,bkd ' ,

Ideally, lhep~' o Fmaking lhcsc tciativdy
small sltift! in spending • holh in developing
COUnt!')' budgclll and in the industrialized
" 'Cnd's aid budgct!l - "'OUId be a co-opcrativc
ctTOrt. Few changes could make the achieve­
menl of !bc y.,ar 2000 goals more likely than a
.cries of compaclS by which one or more
developing countries made agr~ment!l " i!b
Olle or more indusuiaJizcd counllics on adequ·
alely funded plans for oWting mn.urable pro­
gress towards thcGc goals.

As!tK Plan of Action adopled al the World
Summit for Child«.-n m;ommcnds:

"£udr am"l", is UrgM 10 rt-afl",i~ i" rlu
ccn/QI of is. pa"ia<Ia, notitmal siIUlJIUm, ilJ
(11"""" 1"",limal brtdgtl, /SM i" Ihl alS>! ofdmtar
""" miD, 1M' dewlop1Mtl' w rulana buq.lJ, 10

nuuu /hai. p rtJff1IJ",mn /S,ifu:d lSI IN~I

• I"liIf<=I«> 1>«...." ",.~ ..._ ...... ...
h«<>m< _ ~ ill __ r--- ea-sa. lk.....-k,

I'iDIaD<I. .... N~ 1'1""",,, UlIl S-. _
..,.....,. """" .. Dlucb lid pc< capi<a .. """" in<luouializ<d
""""'""' UlIl _1icI~OR..".....oy_ bio....
lowvdo bioi<"""'""'..,.j _ ~ II 011 ..d " , iota
_ ..... ro ill ..... <lir=iool, I!l<1I rlI< fU<lUl'CG

~ ' " It>< l""' lOOO ,.... _ ~ ""-
"
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Child survival:
and population growth

'"

'100SlxesI way to IICI»lMI B SUSlooocI d9dinlI
.n IBro1ily is to fiwI " new pIiority 10 'sOCi8I' or
'Woma'!'$ fUSOI.O'O!lS' 0'IV8S/metlI, 10~
nlOlIlsrtK>d cNr:11>8e1l/l,~·S SlatustK>ddl·
calb1 tIfld 10 ma/Ii1g f8ml'y pIar. oti'!.l as~
",aiIllll8llS possiDIeto boIn....:meland1Il81, •

n..$I.1MaI_~ '9IlG.1lr.__.~Dr.b.lkl<e<l__ FI.-cI

Doi1iI what can r»N be cblll lO.-ctild
deIIthll n the dloo ' . ;, iQ Wllflcl wouk! also~ 10
slow~lO>growt!'o. Som9 oIlhe reasons:

TlMI pIlys l oic ~ic:al fac1...

,." lllanI <loathJrM<I!IlheIlIldollnas1 ·JeedfIg,
lWl~ 'nalural con\f9alptIVe',

TlIe~t faet...

ThII deaIh 01 a yQI.J"Q ctild ptOi'T'(>lS """"')'
oe>..ples to rep/aolllhe Ios$ 01 the cHd b'i a M'N
pregner>cy. SlLdies ;., Ba I(lIadesh !!/:laH lI>m ...
i1llrIt diIBItl reduces the 8V6"8ll8 'narvlIl bet..-,
llWlt>s from I'I'lOOl IhInIlY1lllyeln 10 19S1i u.... two.
Families wh!Ch&>PllI. o::e thedeaIh 01 ,,<:tiki are
rn.d1ess Iketf toU!lIl1flfmethod 01 birthp\lIrri'l';j,

TheInaInnce lact or

wtlao ctild deam lilIes are h/s1l. poroolS oIlll<1
Ir'I$in against IIrllll1tidPa1ed ces tit hf.Mrog """"
~ P\aI 'Iin9on ItIII basil ol!lle worstthal can
hIlppm. rattultwnonlhe bllsiso! $lallStJCal prot>­
atliIitles. 01100 rre<n <M't.......'IpIlI'S,lliln and lI'l
"""""9" larl'ltt size gaatelltwn .-00.

TlMI """ ,1>dto .... 1a<:\ot

EJ l¢neo' IIIparents with tcday's c/'itl SU'\IIIt8I
~ helps buId !he <Xlr1fidence...toch it 1IO
auci5alac\oI .. the _tan::eoIlan'1iy(II8l' iii9·
AslhtllJll Pop.Aatb1CMsi<:nnas~ "/Vrf
giYen~ln rmrtaMywll bel'l'lOOllikety to
i"Q;la /artily COI'IIrd beh3VioIs am:;,ng lhos8 v.tlo

I..Ildllfsland .rod partdpata In 1h<l~
lh3n among lhos8 """0 dO not".

The dhIct .rr9CI oI l:h1kl $llI'YIII*~
nn.e ollhe .... ornportanI maMS rQN ItYIIi­

able !or~ cfjd doo:\lls aresIoo among !he
most~~01~ bi1h<a!ElS:

o PrcrnoIing lhe Iooc... \;Ie lhsI et'IiIo:nn canbe
prol<lC\8d by 9""" ...~ tIrM$I.kI9di"lg 101"'" Jrs1
feu tolib< rnonlllS willlso h8IP to _ birthr8l8S.
............. brOO5l'!eeli"9lsoneoltllefT05I~
Wll)o$ 01~~ tUfng Ih;Il period.

o Moo! ctild dealhs I'lal:>P9'l l"moIhIl<s Y>tIo am
y(Ulgl'lIlha'l18 oroldar Ih1ln 35. who hiM Md
ITlllf'Il 11m four etliII:nn IIQady tl< ......., g;.,.e birth
lesS lI\1fl twoyears~et a previous~. Pro­
rroto>g~aboul the~dlmng

t.lte. IlIld~ the meat\S 10 acl on •. is
news one oIlhe mosl Jl(lWIlIluI d"iId ...........
SlJalegies · and also reduces birth rales.
o Femalfl ectJca!icn, in~ to ltIII ad\NIl.
eoes ~ ca'l bMg to WIlmIWl, improYeS chid MalIIl
and Sl.OVMlI. Ed..cated rnoIhers a<asserroonllkaf\l
to opllo<'=-f.....mas.

The "" 1IlO9'l'" -.lhls ..-ray of ChId suvI­
WI aetons and eIIeocIive farrily .....iQ prl>­

ll' ao,....,. """"'" rmt !Ile two te:galtlef can IJri'lg
lltlOuI pop "etionstal>._al ..,earie< dateand
ata bwllr IeYti Itilf1ei:I'lIlf lM:lilg alooil. The 1900s
oller a ,..,.."...,.. opporl1Slily to USll this syoarg.
ism, lOS ErMi O£NOOpCiQ CCU'Ilr'es a-e now at ltIII
akicIII 'pain! 01 panlfI'.al COI6:lIl<U' where II.otI>er
f9ductior\'l in chid daBths we Il<eIy to bMg -.
greater mwctioos in bi'lhs .

TheS4JOll*o::eol~~!;IlOWS!Ile
pawer ollf\is COITtlinalIon. Kall~ _ to
IIdliHw trla _ <.n:leI."'" deilm rates and Ihll
_ lWth ret"", asQ\il& 0< SriUri<a. lor """",*"
!hen ltIII WOIId """lIJd ';00~ 10 mlIic:wl
Iewet' dIIa1hs eacI1 \'8Sf • and~ 20
rriIion Iewet' bo'lhs.



<Jj tools lor 1M"""iwJ, prol«tio" tutd dewfqp­
.......,01cJoi/d.." <riJl1taw 0prio,;'y ",hnl n'fOU'US
""' aJIoalred. Evny effim liwr4id be~W<TUUI1'

Ihill sudr progro",nw an' /'TOltlW in lime, <Jj
=""i: olurnilyond flru.r:rurol adjuflmentJ. W

If me promise of me World Summil fo,
Children Ii 10 he kepI, then thiJ re-cxarnin;ltion
of spending priorities in both industrialized and
d","eiopirIg world s will need 10 be complClcd no
Lat.,. than me end of 1991.

The principles of success
Adequarc Ilnencc is a nccess.ary bUI nOI

sufficim l condition for progress lowuds me
ynr 2000 guaIs.ln'..".tment in hwnan eapacilY,
the 'second part ' of a two-part de';elopmenl
su-alegy, is nol sim ply a qu estion of spending
money. It 1uI~ its own difficulties, and requires
ilS""'ll stralegies.

Thost: ,wtegies will be eomplex and di"erse
as each country chooses ilS own mlx of
priorities. BUI aU in''1llved in me immunization
effort of the laSI 10 years ha"e learnt a greal
dcaI .bout the question of~ ambitious goals
ClIn be II'hi ...'Cd. Whal foll<>WJ iJ an ancmptlO
iummarize """,e of me gu iding prineip~ of
thaI IUCCOS.

ne Ileed ror accep ted goals

The r""l lesson to be learned is the impon­
ance of lIQals memsclve5 - of setting llIrgrts and
regularly monitoring progress towards th=
(see panel 18 fou briefdescription of the }'Cal"
2000 health goalJi which the U niled SlateS has
SCi for itseU). Targcl:l scn 'e as a focal point for
martllgt1llent by c biecuvea, as a unifying con­
cem for aU who must coU.aborate in . ueh an
emerpriJC, and as • rallying poim fOJ" public

awareness and for maintaining me nec=uy
politiC1ll pmsul"CS.

For the health and ed ucation scrvic..,., attain·
Ible targCl:I can help developmem efforu to ll<'
to scale , 10 go hc}'ood me trial. and the p~Ol

schcmn which ha,.., iUUi{rlted that success iJ
possible and 10 seeress the more diffuse Ind
dillkult question of pulling known soIuti"""
inlOaction o n me same scale u me problems.

The goal of un i,-.::nal ehild immunization, for
example, has begun to achie,...., in some part s of
the: world, anessential tranSforma tion in the ''Cry
concept of whal health scrviccs an: and wha l
they do. In trying 10 reach 80% of aU infants,
mlIny health Sl:r\ice ","Orltm It all k-\'Cis have
begun m think of the population to be ..,,,,-cd
not I S lhose "'no walk through clink doors but
es the mtal population of • gh= area. The
conccptl of enUll1CTlltion and accountability. of
reaching OUt to the lUIl'nChed, ofworking ",ithin
"complex and interdependent S}..lcm 10 II'hicvc
a common rod - all of thc:sc have begun 10 be
strengthened by the cffon to reich the irrununi­
..lion targcL And aD of these conceplS arc
essential for the aehiC','cment of the: guaIs which
lui... now bc<:n Jel for the year 2000 .

T o fulfJ1 meso functions, and to a1tTaCl the
ncc=uy breadth and depth of sopport, il Is

"



THE STATE OF THE WORLD'S CHILDREN 1991

Timing births:
education and services for all

e-y Y8/J", h8IIa"'" \'CUI\I....omen <illrorrl
eauses m1atBd to~ andCIlittitrl. £o"jry
year-. more than 14 rriIIioo1 et*!nlo<iIbelcJre rea:::h­
J>g ttIII 11\III <>lIM>. Many oIltue dooU'ls QCCU'

....nen births MI rn:>re thanleo' " llllaI. orliteocse­
logQl1"er !han lW<lyears, or8«1 to womeo who"",
\'CU"QeI' lhiw118 01 ddP" lhan 35. tlthe 1960s.
mare delaied~ oj ttOs~ nave
fewaIed !hal f all*lhs WlIf8 SPlIOBd lIllailsllWO
~s~. then ee C<'I9 ch9nge alone "'OOkl
red.ocv 1l'OltM'l!ll cIaalhs by perhaps 30% and <:Hd
dwlhS try~~. and bring atx:ul •
~ reduction " cniIdmaIn.JttlIion.

E..... f 1tlafu WlIf8 00 su::Il thing asa pop.Jation
I"QbIoo " , i ,1001, . 'SpeopIe8b::lultne~ or
tirri'lg birtt'os and IJr(lIIdrIg o..I\JnItt ao:::ceptatJIe
IIeIllOds 01 !a'nitt pIaroliogwWd !hereIore Deaoe
ol lt'e rrosI I'nporlanI 01 tunfrl prloIiI:'es lot' the,....

AI preoorrI. the propatiJn 01 cccoes Yot'll are
using some b'm 01~~ <nwonlfld births is
~ 75% ;, C!'oI"oa <»>d EasI Asia. ;.lSI
'M!II 5O'lh "' laIh M'Ierica . about 30% 'f1 Soulh
MOl and lass than 15'll>", AIrica

In~ 0!hBr ........ 01pWlic hoIaMh the JlIlIld tc.
Cf8IIte demand • 00lI ollhe mosl 0lIicUl ce­
$UlClll$. Bul in tne CII!lII 01 fIrniIy~. a de­
m.YKl '*1!BOy 8lIisls. Mora 11m one !hid 01 the
"""""" ;, the <leYIllopr.g worI:i -..to "- g;.en
birth In thelasI12 rronIhs did no!W3flI l0b8oome
pmgnanI . Mel l!We ant tOday .... _ mated 300
rriIon """""'" wh;) do noc w<lrlI any morec!'idnln

but who am no! UIIirlQ lin)' etIoctMI".....,. of pm­
wntng lnlJ'llIIlCY. f!hal clemaro:l 'Mlr1l to be mDI.
~ thedecade a'>8ad. lhfol_II'IIl/aQlllns
lor JJ..onari:y WO<Jd be rnede III YUrf lowcost
o A Sleep Jl!d.r;ton In II1e mora Ih1ln tOO,CJXI
IlegaI \lboI1iol lS wHch ..... now perk> " Ill(! lIV8'Y
~ 01 /hi) J$1I' and ... the 500!lI'JaIhs 01 j'OI.f'Ill

""""""" wt>Id1 ... tnedl1iIymsoAI.•

o A~ reQ.di::In " mlIemlI~ III"da
~~ ... the tlIllIlh of t'\W"l)' ......
lens of womeo.whov.o.*:l be,.....,ol1h8~
caltnd mental~olhM>g too Ml'I'>f<::!'ti'8n
too dose togelI'Ier, 01 M loo"",OIlOO Ialapn ¥
o Mi,., _~"lhIt_ol

Uti..... Not <:n;WO<Jd ctlikIdealIl mlllS fall. JW­
I\llPS by as fn.d'I ee 2O\Ib, but tOO <p.JIity ol o;Iir;l
cam, III~ rwil<oo1 and IlWc8lx>"l '''''''-*I rise
as~ Wl,!rl! llllIB 10 Ilvesl monl 01 meor time.
eoe<gy and >l'Ol9Y;'1_c:I'ildItn

o PopoJation groMI1 WO<Jd De sIi::>wOO "womeo
oooJdconlrOI the......w IIOd tiring oll*ths. lt8l
the IDle III flOIlUBtal (lroWIII 1n lhB <lIMliopi-og
work!WllIAd!all by "" Il$IiMWd Xl'l'. ()II) gener­
aliorllr<rn row. t<>taI .....n:J ~ioI1 ~ De
~etv 20% 01 1.3~ peopIe.l<l$S than
is eurrenll)'~ed. The SIl1JggIll~ poY8Ity
I'Il:IUd be facMated and~ JlfB!lS'JlI
WOI*l Dealeltaled.

WIltl IlO mEWIy acMlnlll9'l'l10 be nad Ir<rn !he
meetng 01 "" e:<isIi'og demiln;j al "" llIboatlle
00Sl. the )'ll<O" 2000 goal 01 makf>g the I<nowIedge
lW'd l/I& me«l$ 01bnWlg IliI1tls \l'II8iabIO 10" isone
or the 11"05I COSI"'lIlucWa fMlsI-rJIJlt5 v.tliCIllhl!
tunan 'lICe c<Ud pos5lI!'J make nboIh It5 presml
and ~. lU1tnI wel-bei'g.



~ntial thaI lIl~ gnal. thtmsd"n ~hould be
unl...........lly Itnown and aC~<1'tcd" World-wide
imeresl must be awakened; ambitlomi must be
stirred; eXpc<:lations mu>!be aroused; and rom­
miunents frum all possible sources of supp<ln
must be made and susuinro.

In partil:Ular, lIl~ personal and political com­
mlunent of a nation·s leaden is usually necess­
ary for sustained progreM on a nation-....ide
scale. Prcsidcn15 and Prime Minislen< eao alk
for regular rep<lrtl on immunization levels,
schnol ~ompletion rales, and on the progress of
lOday'~ low-rost solutions to bask beallll prob­
lems. They can eall upllnlllll!le who conlrolllle
major channds of communication 1CI prom"le
ux1ay's vila! hcallll knowled{:e and to bring
aboot an information revolution for lIle poor.
Thy can make it dear !hat inexp<:n&ive but
""scotial iCl'Vices fM the: majority should be
given a high priority in government spmding.
They ClIn initiate new data ~'OIlC<:tion systenu
and insisl !hat the growth of lIleir nations'
children should be: as reguLarl)' and carefuU)'
m.mitore<! as lIle growth of lIleir economies.
And in lIleindusuia li=l. world, political leaden
can review aid programmcs in 0Td« tn give a
new priority 10 basic Sl:l'\ic,", for lit<: pooresl ­
and they can commit their governments 10 Lhat
same prin~iplc at home.

The World Summit for ChildfTn, which was
the culmination of a long process of consult­
ation willl gcvemments and technical expens
from all fTt;iOIl3, has gi\'Cn a flying stan 1CI tI1is
process ofcslllblishing the year 2000 goals. HUI
the declarations and commitments of political
leaden< arc nOlenough . Goal s must ""c<lmethe
gools of society as a whole; and it is essential
that, ",ilhin the next few months, all organiza­
tions and individualJ who shafT lIle dream of a
world ",i thoul preventable malnuuition and
disea5C, a world which protects the Ii,''''' ' the
growth. and the rights of its children, should
also conlider wlult pan th~y might play in
rntrenching the year 2000 goals and ;n ~nIisting

sUStained SUpporl for them over the decade
ahead. The Plan of Action adopted by the
World Summit for Children specifICally .sks all
national, rTgional, . nd international lIrganila-

0000, govrmmenla! and nOll-govemmanal, to

"aami"" how Iky ...." ro",ribu,~ 10 1M <llh~

1IWn/ of 1M gO<Jb fmd llra legW. <nu,lCialw in 1M
fJ«Jo",'ion and /hill'lo" c/Nlum <IS",.n of mc~
gmnaI a'Un/ien 10 h"man dewlopmenl in 1M
195H)1. Th<y art rtquesud IIIrtp<m loor p1<uu arJd
flro£'"<lmmll rll ,lin', relP«liue gcvntIinl bvdi6
b<f= 1M tNd t>/ 1991 /md periDdiallly Ihnwlfin."

Some of lit<: greatcsi successes in immuni7..a­
tion over the losl few yean have been broughl
ahout by involving a "ide rllIJle of 0 sociCly's
resources - its mroia, its ~hools, its l"t'ligious
instiruti.ms, its businessmen, its non-govcm­
menla! organizations, as weUas its SO'"ermnent
services and health profession8ls. As the Plan
of Action nOled: " The a~>IU c/ the 19801
IWJ rhol il is ",,/y /h_glr the mobilw Jlion IIf
all ucwn IIf wtMly, induding Ihos.t rJuu "'ad il","_
<Illy did ncl ro...uu. (hiM surtJiwl, 1»"'WlWn arJd
tkt:.lopmnll /IS lheir m<Uvt /«Us, lhill significant
pm;:ras <an be fl<llnd ill IMu artas."

Simi1arly, almOSI ""cry organization and in­
di'idual can play a pari in helping 10.ustain the
po~tical oommiunents made 01 the SummiL
-1bis will, in the end, be: the makc..()r-brcak
issue. For the poor Ol"t' not usu.ally poor b)'
accident; they are poor bc<:ause the}. arc rela­
tively powcrkss, becau"" their voice is not
suffICiently bean:I or heeded in the selection of
sociely's priorities or in the allocation of its
resources. A po~tical commiuncm which is fif'St
and foremosl a commiunont to the poor is
thercfofT a ecmmitme m which, even if made
....ith the uUilOSt sinccri~' and the best of inten­
tionS, is in danglT of puning down only shallow
p<l~tical roo\:S.

Those roots will ob\'ious1)' be: deeper where
domocracy is stronger. BUI we an: nOI ~ving in
an ideal world: in every coumry, rich and poor,
an enormous cffol'1 "'i ll be needed 10 keep up
the political prnsUfC, 1CI l<erp faith with the
promises thai have bc:en made, and to so com­
mil societies to the yoar 2000 goal! that f.ilufT
1<> ~"C up to them will become nO less lhan •
mana of national and international shame. A
suslained politiC2l CQmmiunrnt "' the ri"" qua
"".. of achieving those goals. And thai poIitiClll

"



THE Sn\.TE OF THEWORLD'S CHILDREN 1991

e..t\ll\ibn=IiI ultimaldy .. rnatlft"DOl only for
polinc;.ns bu l for U$ aD..

n~ Ia!nllnll:tllft
Another essential factor is the availability of

101'0'-<:051 '«hnoIocies and stntcP:s which ~
duce the costs involv~ and Ihcrc:forc the pel­
ilinl will mtuircd. Goals mu" 0 01 only be:
~Uy ponibk bUI a1sll poIiticaUy and fin·
ancially fcwblt. Much ardW lhoughl h:I.
Wudy been gi......,to this maner in the Klection
of tl\f: )~ 2000 soaIs, and thc available tech­
IUqucs and llnlqics an: diKuSK'd in thc JW>ds
\Xl the kft-hand J'8CCS of !his rYpOl"l.

1M _ dilIicuh q"....rion today is the
IIIftDI by ..-hidl today. klloorieocl&c Nld ICCb-­
Diqucaan be: pol U !he disptNl of thc majority.
Manyoi thr yar 2Oi.iO ae-is Ire depeudau ....
the: ddi>~ of Iow-(:($ "" t ! ria - be ~
'I'XCinoes., on! n,b)'dration sahs, ""riWe' "
Ift""lh chans, Ion tal*u or vamm A ruppk­
malts. M..",. aIro depend .... \he de&.'C:I')' of
~ which an = P""ftI" families them­
.a..-e 10 tili~ COnltal O\~ Ihcir 0"11
hnIth: today'. knowkdgt: about tIM: imponana
of birth . pacing. abou, special tlJt: in ~­

nancy . nd ch~dl>inh, abo UI the impol'\allCc of
bn:ul-fccdin&, aboul safe waY' (If wd ning,
abotn promoting normal growth , about pn:­
vcntinK and coping with common ilInnsn, and
about p~ntins !he: spread of AIDS - is
Ilnowlcda;c which en ry family, and lIOl just
~ halth worktt. $hould MVC (pand 12).

MOlt of Iht year 2000 plII1s depend em the
combination of both - on lnincd hdp and
loWl(lpiialC t«hnolocics aDd on anpoworiq
familin wid!~ Tho:~ olinl'...­
~. ol lhc .........ty ro ddivu, CllIl there­
ron: be:.....,.;.x,cd ill [OO"OO\-a\appinc pam.

1M immuniutioll dfon. COOIId DOl haw:
rndled thrtt quancsolthc dc\eIuI>inI; Imriers
childt UI witbou•• minimum iafrastnKture of
haldl tcrYif;a capabk: of ddi\~ the riaht
vaccine5 II lhe riIht tcmpcDtuft in the richt
quanlitic:t. and at !he ri&hl timc:l Il) IOI'M 80
million c:hiIdmt ayar. nUs hallinJ and incom-

rz

pkle pOjptU wwards an~ of
bcallh isone of the IDDOI imponam.~ or
m:mt~ - and it mam it p(mI"bk 10 think
ofPUttinathe bmclia oftodaY'1knO'O'kdp: and
teduUquc at the disposal of all.

The immunization effort itsdf hal, ill man}'
pL1cta, I~ncd this 1)'IlCm, bullK'hicvin&
the llO'I!l for the year 2000 ..'ill rcqu~ a vcry
OOIlIKlmble further mengtheninll, lndu"ina
morr investment in rnan.agcment ~killl, tTllinll1ll,
supervision, and referral ,}"ltm..

In pa rbcular. it is the effecti ve communiI)'
hcalth worker who <:an mabie famWc:o Il) USC

todaY' kno<oI~ for the imprm-ancnl ofthcir
""''D and their children' , lives. WiIh a fn.'
1llOlUllI' bUM: uaWna, supponcd by rckmoI
and IlIpcrrision S)'1lCmS, a cammunilJ' bcalth
~ tan offa advice and pnaiQllldp lridI.
such lhinp lIS binb .. "';"e. ~natt.lcare, safe
delivery, tftuI-f~. waninL fccdinc •
dIiId durinI and afta iIIneu, pvwth moailor­
ina. diKaIo:prcvaIIion, immuniz:Ilion, on! rc­
bl'dration thcnPJ' (r" .1 and~ j ), the USC

of~ qaim.l KUtc rcspirattw'y inf~
Dons, and the diW';bw on or ,iwnin A cap­
sulel, iron w pp\cmcna or malaria lahka. Sid
infir'r-Jimo aNi IwJrwdl~ <1;, ••,,1_" larre
pal1 of ItMI i$ rtqIiird ID /fIM rlIt~ 2000ttWJ
of m1um, dtiJd ,w,Uu by oro< ",it'll u1ld dtiJd
_I"u,,,'';'''' by N4f (panels 2 an" 4). Yel the
job can largely be dorn: by community health
....orlu:n ....1to can be ITaincd for " Unlc In 5500
(n oppoKd 10 ruUy qualiflCd donors ....t.mc
trainina may COlli 570,000 or mon:) , It is~
fon: reu onablc to llSSlUDI: W I thoK eountries
whidl lU«C'Cd in reachin&: thecoals forthe)'ftI'
2000 'II"ilI be thole:QDWllrics whidl abo II.lCXftd
iD PUttin& • wdl-traincd, 'tII'tlI-K~and
wdHuppIM Led~ hcaIlh ..uta within
rmoabk rudt 01C''Cf"J family.

1H ~ -.·inti_ c:apl!rity
The 0Iha" baIfol the ' infrastructwc' QUC$Doo

is a counuy'l capacity10 put nc\Io' knml1edcc at
peopIc's dispotal. And hctc, too, =nt yean;
have scm advancQ ..1tidt cnuJd &mOUlU 10
noIhinJ leu than an information rrvalutionfr>r



f lg.7 The spread of ero! rehydration
therapy (ORn
ORT is W1 inexpenslvo method ot preventing and
Ir8aIinglhe a hydmtk>n, caused by diarrhoeal
disease, which is thG sing'" mostcommon causa ot
death among ltKI workfs....-.:ler Iivea. The teenn;q""
was almosl UrMown a decade ago . n lias been
!aughl1o a1mosr """ third ot I/'oe dotveloPng workf.
li11T1Oies in !he 1980$.

Gains h ORT use.selected COU"ItrIes. 1985-88
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w poor. Rising literacy ~nd the gm"1h of
n""'Spapcrs. thc spread of ' ddio into alm ost
every home and lelevision into almost C'o'CI)'

community, the pop ularity of einema and more
""",nlly the vidco the~tre, th<: new uU[rnleh of
reUgiou.IC<ldcn, the rise of the nwnbcrs tnrolcd
in school. the proli feration of r>on.governmcntal
and l'olunW}' orpM atin,,", tile gmW!ll of pro­
fc.slunal lII1cierics, empl,,>"''''''' associatiom.
lrllde unions, and go"emmcnl SCl'\~C'" aU mCan
that the capacit)' of the del'cloping w"rld 10
communicale with the maiurit)" of its people tw
been lrllmfDl'TlWf. The lad lhat remains is the
mobUi>.:ltion uf thi. rle'" capacit)" in order 10
empo""'" pecplc "'ith tnday's knowk:-dge (panel.
10 and 12) . "All j"",,, "j uri,.} mobilizorilm",
"Y" the Plan of Actintl adOPled al the World
SUmmil, "including IN f/!«Iiw use <J/ 1m gmtl
POIDlliai <J/1M ntUl injQmrorion o,uJ wmmunial.
""" co.poalY oj 1Mworld, ,lwuld"" "", ...Ita/ltd ,,,
cont!tY '" all fi","'lin lilt: 1t1lOU'kdKe a,uJ ,ltillt
rtquiMl fi>r dlU>rUJliaJUy i""f'TlM"lIlhf nwalilm
<J/ childrm ."

In thi. sense, therefore , the question of
whether or not the )'e21 2000 goals can be
achieved, whether or not the promi", ~"3n be
kePI, i, ~ question not JUSt for governmetllS but
for the mass media , for the schools. fnr the
churches, tcmples and mosques, for busincu
and commerce,for the professiorullasSOCiatiOflS
and the aClldemiccommunit)", for the non 'gO'o"
emmc:"tal organizatiom and the ",nmen's
mowments, fer the employees' assoc;~tions and
the trade unions, for thc youth organiz.:ltions
and the sports and entertainmenl induslriei.

In short, the questiOTI of whether the pmmi..,
wiU be kepI is • question for us aU.

MOnitOMllIlld di.pmlJ rtdllction
M ention has all"Clldy bc<.'11 made of the need

to monitor pmgrcss toward s the declared goal,.
Hut even this will not be an e~s)' task. In most
countries it is still easier to rtnd nul how man}'
video recorde... bave bc<:n imponcd in the last
12 months than it is to find ce n bow man)'
children hiwe died, or wbat percen!agC have
been immuni<:ed, or ha"e acas. 10 dean wattr,



THE STATE OF THEWORLD'S CHILDREN 1991

Breast-feeding:
reversing the decline
Yoor 2000 goa; AlIIlOIIlon to be "bmsd and
assisJ.OO.flS10CC8SrV~.

FV.eo Gil IQ 11'18 d9cli"le 01 br8as\.leedi'lg i'I the
"'" ~ • 'II world 00I.i0 _ ltle ivas 01 an esti­
mated 1.5 rriIIion ilIanls """"I l'll"'. 8ollle.\ed
tlabIes. y,ffl '"~~ PQWOarlld mI< <MIl.
dIIut:ed wiIh unsafe walar iI'l lTlSllrie 00ItIBs. ilflI
SoEN9'a1 _ """" IbIy to """ In lnIancy. Bteasl"* Is !he~e noliisl"..~, safe. tr,ogieric,
~ and IIeIps light ...... ,. ,... , f1lac1ions.

6ul as families TT1CYIl filo dties . as WOIIlIIIl join
tnIl work eeee, and as rroU1ers 1118 ~ed 10
~ b' CQnme"::1aI baby foods, ""
bct1le-leedi'lg is~ aslhe modem WIfI,and
broost ·1oodng as c*:l-taslLed and~

In IN~~ aile< a steep d(M;Ine,

1here is too:lay a~ tmnel tw:I< towards
breas! .leedng, A simiar o:lodne in 11'18 <lIMlIcI*lll
world. whIlo'G boItIa 1elldinII ...- rru:h greater
risks. """"'" lead 1() rnlIionll 01i1/;Jnl d$alh$.

AI rrootI"ers """'-*l I!'e"llIO<1I I<r<:lw, and ee
rIIlIpedl0put no practloo, .... boosiC_.
1 8rea<l"" Alot-E is Ihe !lOOt posslIla lood
and <lIir-. ;' 11'18 6'sIlcu 10 si><11IOllth'I 01 ile.

2 'Muati """i moIher can br8asI-foed her
bally. Babies shaJd SWlIO tr'easl·feed as IIOOIl
as pos!Oble after bi1h.

3 Frtq.IMt /IlJCki'lg IS..-:ted 10produce eooo..gh
bmasln'iI< lor lhe baby's reeds.

~ Bottle-!eedilg can lead 10 lInas5 and death.

5 Broos! .1eediog lII'oUd C(IIllfUI wei Wo 11'18
99COI'ld '/001 01 aChid's tie.

Bn!asl.1oIedi"lg n'IOII'oar$elsa.-:l1hemomI and
pacIicalll4lPO'l<J /l.IsI:lirdS.~,Oltu rrccho<s.
h8aI'th~ errPoyer!I and. """" bma<Iy, 01
lIlIl ado ca tim system and lhlI ma5'I me<;liII.

n particliar It1ey IlIIOl,l lv.<l sped6c kh::ls or
wppon ...tOcll gav9i'" llli ~s can prrMtle.

FIrst. 11'18 rresponslbIa P10m0ti00 , of fl(JNderea

lTiI<s should beSlQpp8d. In" 0DU'"0lrieswhich '""'"
no! yet oone so, by 8lllJt1ing 11'18 ...~
aQfll'iId ecce ""' 11'18 rmr\<llIIfIg 01 br8as\."", aA.>­
'llilutll'l.Ttle...., Il'*>I!l ollhe <XXle are;
o No ll<MlrlisirQoI_.....,tU>stiM..... Dol­
lies . Of teats. 10 lt18 pi.dc.

o No /roo sampIos 10 J1"IClIhlo:1; Of~ 01
~ irosodlI~ care ldtie&

a All t!bels to~ the nsI<!<.

5eca1d. nation1ll hM'!Il Sff\'ic:ell can lWI ..
maIemly Irils 10 IolIow the WHClI\.NCU ' ten
Sleps to ..~tlfOOSt·~· . The acMoIl
gOien to rnoltIers i1materrOtywa-dsis~!he
ITKlSI importa-Il sirlrJe inlUlncIl .

ASlJTJ1\1IY or tile tan steps:

a HlMl" wrilI9'l bfOOSI-leedi>;l poky f'QI\f'Iely
conm..ricaledlo lll SI8lI.

o T.... 1lI stalln makr'IQ !he prky-'

o Woon aI pregl ilI'Il WllITlIln aboullM lllInlIfiI!;
01 t:>rmsI-loodng.

a ....,alm:>Itust>egi-lI:wasl·~wi'f"i'l...,
htu" doltMg b01h.

a SI'aNrrdheo:lIro.. lOtnlasl·lIled ........... ' .,..

a GMl new·t>orns r>::> Iood or <:tW< 0\IlllI Ihlln
_ ... u>less ,,0KlIcaJy ,e ey .

o 1JoN m:>Itus 8AJ new·born rlarc s to stay
togelher 2411c:u's a claV.
a Ermnlge_·~cnoemand.

a GMI r>::> CUl'Wlias orpacilin.

o Fostar m:>Itus' Sl.4lPO'I~an(l refer new
rmtners to them.

In~ to !he saW"ogs In d*nIn.. ...... 8AJ
1'IIIalth. br'easI.~ also oilers rnanciIi~
10 bolt!~ 8AJ .....ah -w:e.. AespirlItory
Inklctions ar<l _ llra It>iI most 00" '... ,
iIIiInt ill es i1/IInll:lSl fH8t'1 dfNaIopillgco.roIIY.
IlOOO'JlIlO'1g b" r:Nel 5O'lI. 01 visII8 10clriclI and-..



or are enroled in &thool. If the goaIs lU'e to be
achi",'w, then it is a matter of urgency thot
s~'S[ems of data oollection be improved before
the end of 1991. "F..adr COIl1llry ,hould mabfuh
approprWu....a.m.iJ"u.., says the Plan "fAction
adop[w at Ille Summit, '10r IItt rtgular and
linrdy cc1iL"ilm, aourJy"-' and f1I<b&alilm of daIa
rrquirtdID "",,,ill" r&w1ll J«iaJ indiullim rtlar­
ing ID W lJH'lJ_lw,ng rf<hildmt - Jt.u. as .-natal,
infant and undn-r"", mort4/ity ratts, "",uma/
mOTU/h'ty and fmil"y rottl, nurritiDnal mIs,
immu"i"alWn cowrop, IfUJrbidiI)' row of~
of pub& heaIrh import",,", school enrolm..., and
adlin.>tlMm ami lilfflJ0' row,"

Monitoring every five )'elln has been shown
to be no[ enouglt .1't'og=s sl\Quld be monitored
at le::ilst annually. And the resuilS should be as
"iddy eommen[ed on by the media as are
statistics on eoononUc growth, infbtion, and the
balance of paymen[s. 1t is ~ti.al that jXl~tical

leaders are , and IttSCCll tObe, ooncemed about
progress, or the lllck of it, towards the slllted
goals. Bu[ again, monitoring should be lhe
concern not onl y of poIilical le::ildel'S bur of
society as a whole , and panicularly of ilS 1I",'l
media.

Finally, i[ i5 becoming inans.ittgly important
for the monitoring proctSs to avoid the fallacy
of the avenge.

Ave"'g<' levels of immunization coverage,
educational aehie,·entcnt, or under~lhoc mor­
uility, can and do mask serious disparities of
many kinds - betv.'een bo ys and girls, between
urban and rural, between <tiff...,nt regions of a
country, berv.'ttn different ethnic or cultural
groups, and especially bet",,,,,n different econ­
omic strata ofsociety. A national inununization
I",ocl of 75% can mean 95% for urban children
and 65% for rural children. A national prinury
school enrolment 'lite of g~ can mean 100%

of boys and 60% of girls . A national under-fi,oc
monality rate of 50 can mean 30 for the
majority in the maimlueam of the nation's life
and 150 among the ethnic minorities, the geo-­
JlT'lphically isolated, or the politically discnfran­
chized.

The monitoring of averages tends to become
leu sensitive as th ose avcragl;ll rise. And a
monitoring system which f:illsto take disparities
into account risk$ be<:oming a blunt instrument
for the inducemem of oomplaccnCl' rather than
a spur in the right direction.

As averages rise, the monitoring prot""
should therefor.: fOCll ' more On mc:lsuring how
manl' fall how far below the ,,·enge. and on
identifying who they are, where they are, and
why thel' an: being marginalized by progress.
T his is the kind of monitoring which can help
[0 raiu: average I",'cls toward$ declared targets
not by bringing about improvements for those
who arc already al or above the mean bUI by
"",ching oullo those who, for wMtever reason,
fall below. "This IWtd of monitoring is more
likely to lead 10 a reaching-OUllo the unn:ached
- to the girts and the women, to the illiterate and
the uneonfident, to those who are socially and
culturally discriminated against, to the poorest
and the most disadvantaged.

This las.k of monitoring di$parities will 001

necessarily be politically popular or adminisll1l­
lively easy. Yet :l$ Karl_Eric Knutswn,
UNICEF regionaldiro:aorfor South and Central
Asia, has said this year.

"if l« donor dnrt I/Kwn w ,...-.. 1M cmltul issue
ofoquily i" dnoe/op>noll, if ll'C do NOt dtJN w fa«
boJdly the _d 10 rttJdr thepoorand 1M difficull
w rtadl, OU' ~ tI1!'11 bt in dtl"l'" of beamling
incTtasingly i"../n.oa", W thcH ..., ""'II sttd' 10
Juppo-rt.D

"
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Education for all:
by the year 2000

•

V__ 2QX} gMls: 8Itsic ecaxstiotl for aI.~
adJr lIterncy. Etd1g""""'oaIu~

Aller8IfTIOS1 lourdecades 01 rapid~. the
idea 01 eQ,.r:;aIion lor III hils roow been l:Jto<q1I toa
hall ..... merry nations oI1he de>I 'll>' III world. bl'
the (ll)tlI cnsis and CXlI'lSOl(J.I8l CUlS .,QCM!I'TYIlllI"
speo do(I. "The past~ jo9n., says lJIESCO
Dimc\or-GeneralF1ldotlcoMayor, • hawwiIJ ISsed
an ...-.po _ >ted hail in rJ>a fPJWIJl 01bIJ$II; BdJ.
C/JliJnIWS6'\'ices8ndaSla!,Yeliol'lllfJddeI~
~~J:J,"liI~; " , ~ ,':&;.-;: ,~.a:: :roOG'.~-;g

C<U1lrItls ttregoalof~tri'I'l&Y~ lioI'I is
tON ........'lirarner 1/latJ~ __•

1hIIQYlIraiI postIon 11 1990is ltlBIapplo>imetely
100 miIIon 6 to l1'~.QdS In! no! atl&d'lo
SdlOOll6O'* oIlteTlgirls)and cne n leu iOJIs ...
lhe WOI1d • .most a tAln pec!llle- CllR'IOI r9lId or
write (two 1hi'ds 01 mem wewnen).

Agar15t Ihiri d<III<rilg~, \hlI WM1
Ct>lI'8' ..>ceO<! 6X.o::8!li:W1 forAIopeoIldn JomIIBn.
lhaiIIard, .. M&-d> 1990. Spool!lOOed bv 1heWorid
8aJ1k, lIlIl Ur/led Nations De ' ..,.. . P'.....a " ' ...
lJ'ESCO IIfJd LNCEF, !he ContEll'.ll"O::e b<ooghI
togetI ... _ 2,(XXJ.....C''"'Mderslro-n rM!I

150 C<:U'I/I'IeS 10 l<Y 10 lh:l ways and ......... of
l"'¥X'....at ing pl'OI1eSS.

"" '"""Y~l$S IOJorrtIer1 poO'lI9d 001, Iter8
is~ 111 ......la oornection tIe\'MlM_lhe
b\.<11eI1 or lleOt is reciJceI:l or rIO! and whether
o'lldren go to SCI'OOI ornoI. 8ul ~ was" widely
agmed Iha1 sdIocl 81 . .... ' .... and~ooJd be
~• .,..., 'MIhin BllISIJng blJdIIets,bya reIB·
tMlIvsmalllit ilspeodr 'OIQ Ilwour~ 5ChooIs
!Or!tie l'iliiii)' I'lIIlw !han tIo;to"oducatlon lor lhe
lew. 00Iar loroXllw' ... est I. 'ISnrrrrwYllC1.cII·
!JOn not at; )'Il*l groottlr equry t;o,Il aI$::I gr9il1e<
"""",,",ie retina By lhe satrl!Il0ke0. aid !Or eo..­
oarionalso~ 1'8ll1i"mg. AlI)'llSlJll r.ri; 1%or
al ltle irDJslriaiZ'ed wor'd 's ea.ocationllI aid goes
n oprimaIy irlJclltioo.

In ad<Mlon to a.- priority lor prmary schools.
new strategios co.Ad aI50 SI<el.ch 8>isli"Ig reso.x.
cesto ..-:hrmm~. A new knj 01 Pi'>'nar/
sdIoclin~,b"~isroow~
basic~ - 1!Ieracy, runEIl'llC)' and essentiIIl
Heskis - to 0\IEIr 100,00)~ aged ato 10 in
ru'aI MI'lS. 1M • •0CXl sdIooIs 8SI8bIished so fa"
use ct?· OOulS I:JA by the local C<:m'lU'lity and
leach9rs ,ec;nitOO fromthebel\er-«kJcaIed mom­
ller'Sollhe 1OIlag&. 1jdi~~educll!1(>'I

or aIOOnI<Xtl'o'QIllO:>rel khj Is~.~

on !llJCh strolagias <nJd fQrm unetIecIMl~·

grybrid9a 10~ 'iItr.'*I ruv:m.lds IiI'I'IIon$Ii
chkXm from !aIi1g into IlilerItC)' I>Ild fating 10
~ baso:; iIe _ n lha decade "'-1

Third. baSlC lldo...ion coukJ be lXlOSWd by
rrobiizi'g lod!1y'S~ CllPtICllY • \he
mess rnecia, tile feIIgoou$ aod \IClU'lIary orgariza.
loons. lha business CQl"MU'lily. 1!lII heakh aod
socialseMces. aod~'$ownor~&t
l.lSO'lg~ lMliabia c:/'IarnlI lor PJtliog tod9(s
!<llCl'Medge 8I'ld praclical bIe $kIIi; lel>ool !llJCh
issues as la'roiy teaIttl. food pt'O(tJctionaod a­
'a " OlI itBl fl(tIlfJCIiclo1 81 lha disposlIf01 !ll1llmilie6.
trlIs IlIIi!Ince ot 90cial~ <:>::Ud fl'O"EIlO be
as usoU to fl'e caJSG 01 tl3sk; «b:alion n Ih&
19908 as • hlI$ beIn 10 '"" <;aI,I!lEI 01 .....-sal
ir'nm..ri<:alion " the 19BOs.

By !llJCh $IJlllego9$. alI'ICIlx:l9d lhaJorThlnCo:>­
ferenCe, • 5hQlJd be PO$SilIe 10 fOi«X:flIllIatll pro­
lJ'9S'I und ad>eYe ltY8IIlBslc lldo ....'orIaigoals by
ee end <:i file 1990& Fhl, b8SIC fri (:lIIm fa at.
bMging tllrney, runeracy und ..s:-niaI1il& _
10ee 11M! rl'lIIjonty of '"" cItilln of the 1990s.
Sean:1 re:U::ing lhlI ad.Alltteracv rate 10 r>all <:i
~. 1990-' Third, on:liJ\g ItlIIgWl~n

~ betweerl bOySaod 9i'J.

The 88tinaIed 0J6l 01 ad'08YTig lriIersaf Iri­
mary<rlJcalicn is un /IldiorIllI S5 t:iIIon pEIi' leo!<
<:NfY the deCade 01 the 1990s.



A new ethic for children
Targ~u and llral<:gies alon<: will not ~~hie>'c

the yar 2000 goal,. All significant $<>Cia!change
- be it !he aholition of Il.nery, !he spread of
democracy, the end of oolonialism, the discre­
dit ing uf racism and apanhcid, the advent of a
l1C'W I~PCC1 fUl lhc cnvironmcTll, or !he slJUgglc
for female equality _ ha. hQth =tuir-.d and
stimulucd a chan ge in the pw:3iling ethical
d imate. Socnires thought slavery ,',a ; normal;
Chun:hilllhoughl;\ right for Hrilllin (0 co mrol
the destinies of Arrie. and Asia; Dr. Johnwn
laughed at the notion W I a woman could
dC~'1::r a speech in public; Iknjamin Franklin
Wall giV<:1l to the curious opinion thaI Flnm and
S",~es ...'ere gt.-nenilly d.arl<er·.kinned than the
Englisll and then:fore 51ightl}' inferior; and the
fi"'l chairman of the company that is n",",'
McrC¢dcs-Hern: bd;e,~d mal only a .maU
minority of the working class could ever be
1lIU&h1 to drive a motor car.

These " 'en: all honourable men who share<!
the """ ...cnlinna! wisdom of their times.

Bringing about a cNn~ in the clhical d imate
in whlch such opinions flourished W:Ill, and in
many cases.tilI is, the most difficuh part of me
10,% struggle for a m Ore jUil socie ty. It may be:
a:JUc-d WI c!lange!! in uie p"ltem of economic
vc-slcd interests , and Ilte stru ggles of Ilte
<Ip prcs~d themselves, have been !he m<ITC
important f<lrCC5; but ntillter prc-empts Ilte
need fOI. funtlam<:nlll! change in ""hat socielY
deems tu be: normal , l OCCPllblc, llJId right. •./
am JUrt", said Ke )'IIcs, " lIl1Jl IN fKm!tr oj WJud
imerul. is t .• ,.lIly~Ied comparrJ wilh IN
grtJtiuoI .,,,I'QOC/un.,1l of UM(JJ.~

The goal of ending lIIllSS child dealhs and
/IUISSchild malnutrition, and of providing basic
protccrion fur the lives and the nonnal oo'dop­
menl of aU child",n, is a. difficult and signifi­
cant a social change as any of the great dunges
thai ha" e JlO"" beflln'. And thisdream, 100, will
be: rcali:/;cd only with the wide acccpllncc of a
new ethic for children.

The csSt'llCe of a new elltie for children is thc
principle refcrred 10 in the Plan of Action
adoptcd by thc Summil as " 'N pn'ncipk ofa
'ji"1 ""Iljor dtildmr' - a pn'trcipk IhallM ~$S"I/ial

n«ds ofchi/dTtn .hould be gitoen high prWri'y in
lM a1lt>auitm "j "!lOU""CJ" .

"T1Ic need for that 1'''''' Clhie arises, "" ethics
usually do, from practi cal as wen asmoral roots.
Thc spccial vulnerabili ty and the special
rcoponsivenell> of the early yean, demand thai
the child's <;Inc cham"<: for normal growth should
be: gr.·coa jim caJlon Ollrconcam and capacities.

Those same rea""ns also demand thai child­
ren should be: able to count on thai commitment
in good tim<.-s and in bad - in I",.." times and
in times of plml)', in times of peace and in times
of .....r, in times of =.;00 01" in times of
stcadill' ad''a ncing prmpcr;T\·. The mental and
physk2l growth of a child cannO! be: asked to
wail until imcr'CSt rates fall, Ur until conunodil)'
prices ""cO\'er, or until dch! repay mcnts havc
been rescheduled,or until the eeonomy returns
to growth, or until aft", a general election , or
until a war is "''''r. Thc ethic nf 1i t$1 C1IlI fur
children docs net delrulnd thai protection for
the Uvcs and the development of thc young
. hould be: a priority; it demands that it sbould
be: an absolute. It dOC:'l not demand the kind of
cnmmitment " 'hich can be: oupcrscded by ollter
priorities that suddenly seem mOre uIK"'u, bu t
the kind of commitment that "'ill not wavcr in
the wind s of change which will always bl.....·
across thc world of human affairs.

T here will a lways be someth ing more
immediate.~ "'ill never be: an\"lhing more
important.

In the past, it may often h.,.., been inevitable
that the ph)"sica.l, mcm.aI and emotional develop­
ment of ch ildren should be exposed to the ' lin&'
and arToW' of adult socil'l)'. !lUI in our time, for
the nISt time, "'.., have the chance to begin
shielding the h cs and the oomta1 growth of
childJl,:tl from the wot$t exc",s.., misfonunes,
and mistakc$ of the world inlO which they are
born. And the faClthat our socie tics do nol now
do so will OIIe day be n:gardcd as being as
stJange and uncivilized as is the notion of
slavery today .

All of this is diJKtly relevant 10 uic accom_
plishment of the jloals ,,·!ti clt thc world has now
set for its clilldrcn in the)m ahead. For the

n
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pri ndp[<, of first caU would d~mand thai
whether a child survives 10 adulthood, whether
a child grow, IlOrmaUy in mind or bodr ,
whethcT a child is wcU n<>uri.hed, has health
cao:, is immunkcd. has aschool to go10, should
not, by the year 2000, h.,,\: to depend on such
things ... the b.o1ancc: of paymC11ts, or on the
level Dr mterest rates, Or on fluctuations in the
terms of trade, or on the election of any par­
ticular political partY, or on any other of the
inevitable turbukn<;cs of the adult world.

Like olher great changes in pm"lliling ethic,
th e Il.'Orld -"idc acccpt2ncc of this principle " f
r""l call for children will not rome quickly or
easily. But like other 5uch changes, it will
rep=cnI nothing less than an advance for
civi.lizlltion il~lf.

.tIrica aad Latill Amtria

In every regio n, the chil~n of the 1990s =,
in diffcn: m ways, <:r)ing out for a f lCSl call on
thdr society', concerns and capacities, an d on
!hose of lhc inll:mational community as a
whole.

Over m uch of Africa and Latin America,
,,"'hatha s hllppcned to million. of children over
the lut few years has been !he ",.oh of a
pr e,"ailing ethic which i•• lmot[ the elUle t
opposite of this principle. In m:my nauom,
children have bem aU(M~d 10 suffer Iirsr and
mon, nOl last and lea", from lbe cffcell! of lhc
debl cri$is and of economic adj usuncnt pro­
granuna;. Had lhc p rinciple of fIr.n call been
widdy accep1<:d during these y~, both in
llluional a nd international society, it would hl"e
been possible 10 llllIin(llin !he commilment 10
children eVert in the most difficull of times.
When former Prttident Julius N y=re asked,
M M"' I "'" '''''''''' OIl. rhildrm «> pay OIl ' "bui",
tK shoold havebeen answe red , by both de,un­
ping an d industrialized nations. with a resound _
ing 'no'. Debt relief and wen-tllrlIC1ed assistance
could ha"e been organized in order to spccifi·
",Ill' avoid the CUll! in SCl'Vkn and subsidies
which have undermined dtildrcn'J nutrition,
health cue, and education. BUI in pn ctice, the
qUellUon "7,, answered by a deadly silence.

•

Within deve lopin g roumries , adiwttnc nl
policies could have been designed so that social
spending did net suffer the deepest cUIS. And
" i th in IlOCW budgets, hospital building pro­
gnrnrnn could ha"" been postponed to kee p
l\Il'aI c\inio ru pplied with =emial 11nlgs;
spending on higher education coul d have been
hdd in check 10 kcq>primary schools optll; the
savings that hod to be made could have meanl
cancellina: the pwdtasc of new "'Cllpons sys­
tems nutleT tha n cancelling the subsidies on
staple foods. And conscious an d dosely moni­
tored action could have h«n tal«:n - with the
ru ppart of !he industrialized na tions - to makI:
sure thai adjuslment polkiQ did not moan the
sacrifice of children's growth, health, an d
op po rtunity to be ed ucated.

T oday, lhc nced to make specific provision
for the mos t \'Ulnerab le, including children,
ilui'.r,g u~.c process of iilju;;u1i€i'ii is beconuna
widely =ognized and has been expl icitly
endc>ned by both the Wc>rld Bank and the
ln temational Monetary Fund. But in p ractice,
even the specific Steps which have been taken
are dC$ignro primarily 10 compensate for the ill
dl'= of adjustment po ncin rather than 10
protect and improve the health, nuuition, and
ellucauon of the poorest an ll the m",n vulner­
able. The Inunan d"" clopmen l goals adopled
for the 1990<shaulll rIOWbecome gu idelines for
adjustm ent policies, as of d",·clopmcm policies,
in the decade ahead .

finl tall iA Mil
Sevr:ral Asian <:OWllrics an ll regions, includ·

ing Jap,an, the Republic of Korea, Taiwan,
HOllg Kong, and Singapore, an d !nOr<' rettnt1y
Indonesia, Thailand and Malaysia, have con­
vincingly demoostralcd thai a development
strategy which inclu des in"CSU1lC1lI1 in people ­
in the ir health, nuuition, and roucatioo - can
contribute \c> rapid economic gro....th . BU! fc>r
many of Asia's 13rier and poo",r nations. mOSl
of wh ich have tnarulgtd to avoid the wors t of
the lkbt trap and sustain sl('ady CCDIIOmk
growth over the Lui d<'<:ade, human develop-­
menl still stands as a question mark C>1'<'1' the
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19905. For just as the p rinciple of Hf'S' call asb
tha' conscious and specific action be taken '0
ensure that children are th e last 10 suffer from
economic m -bacb, it also asks that action be
Ulkcn '0ensure that child",n are arDOTtll the flf'St
' 0 broefi' from cccno mi<: advan ce.

lkspitc slowly rising per capita incomes,
p<'lvcrry still Hnds ilS centre of gravi[y in Asia.
Thirty per cent of aU the children who die each
year, 30% of aU those wllo an: DOl inuDlmu cd,
and 40%of those who an: malnourished, art: to
be found in juSI three o;ountric:s • Bangladesh,
India and Pakistan. This is not only a function
of the sheer size of Asia' s populations; the
ptru>lUlp of cll~dren wllo I re malnourislled in
south Asia is almos' 1Wlcc as high as in Africa.
The prttJalnlu of low binh weight, a sensitive
indicator of the ""'D-being of women, is a1w
man: than twice as high in Asia as in any other
region of the: world. Even in China, where SO
much has been don e with sc little, the pre­
valene'- of malnutritioo Im<lDg the und<'T-fi,'cs
iI lIardly dilferm.t from tha t of su b-Saharan
Africa (ftg. 8).

Tllc 1990s should sec continued o:<:onomic
growth and contin ued reduttions in ovcrnU
povmy throughout mos, of Asia. If the: decade:
W<:rc to also see a new rommitment 10 the
prin ciple that bas ic protection for chiJdn:n
should be one of the Hl'1t fruits of thai growth,
then Asia should be able to moke a ven' signi­
ficant change in the fJgUl"CS ;USI citro _ and a
"cry significant investment in ilS own future .

The dlihllftl of Ihe iadlllllrializtd world

The p rinciple of Hrst call for dtildren has just
as f.... to tra""l in the indu!lrializcd world .

Despite generally rising prosper;[y, the: 1980s
have also been a ' los t decade' for millions of
ch~drt:n in some of the world", most amuent
societies. 0..." the lUI 10 yean, the proportion
of children living below th eir DlIDom' official
pov","y lines has increased in m ost o f the
nations of th e West - including Ca ni da,
Germany. Ireland, th e Uniled Kingdom and
me United SllItes.
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Water and sanitation:
a measure of development

•

1'_ 2000 p : Sa1u Wli(9' PlId wo't8lU, b" III
,~

The po:>or9Sl fifth 01~ SIJ' W<s clean
walE" and safe sarWtaooo. n.;,~-n

heaIIll. b' procU::tMIy, Ia' Il1e~ 01 farriIy,
socia' am ec:oronic ile . S<lll~ OIher aspect
oItunandlMllopmerll.~~. progressolall
kO'lds Is rIiIIO back by tile~ or 80 ""'-'Ch at
Iha ti"nB ard efIorlol """"*' IJ'Id grls to !he task
Qf rrQW;Iing W!!IAr.

Aa:ess to salewal... and hvgioric sarOlawn is
IhemIoman aim, " """"' and a moasuruof d<MlI­
oprnenl.lV>dio 1 III llCOOSS to _two WaI
arr.-otw wlII be as !POd a lPdtJ as IIfrj ~ _

turolI1 plogo_ fltnelasl~ol tnetwentielh......,.
ElCIJ.~"'~.W'/ e!lQrt1l haY9 I>JI SO'ne con"""',

r1Ot3bIy B:angl8o:la!itl. Iotia wid Nigoena. '"' c:o.ne
to IICtoieYe ..........,;aI access 10 daM _ In It-..
rria· la-Iate 1990&. 8ul mosl OOI.I1tnes WI nol , on
pnlSeI1t _, r-.:h It1eyear 200CI g08I or~
watOf forai, 8I'ld hliIdy IJnj oMII come dose to 11'18
""'" of sale sanilalion. To~ some lclea oldie
......... ""'IJlilooeollt'e ta9<, !he_ olll><p/f1lSi<Jl ;,
_ '4Vi~ lUrg IhII llBls v.Wd'­
lOlIB ...... """ d8ll' oo.bI9d <UTg !he l !1lOs I hi
g:dls loberead"e1

In ..ew or eeee cIiulIrIg~"'& Olli. what Is
rnere rosuggootlhal !he year 200CI goal isaf"tJ'lI"inIl
Olher Itlal1lJYell1i5lic?

The lQl pIallorm b' a Iapfd lI<Mr<:e " the
1990s is l8ChiOlogical~ and the~
quanl Iowemg 01 per capiliI C06IS, The <;QS\ QI
~ a 1»01" and lnslallf1g a tIand~
sysllIm In Nigolria, lor eo<an1Jle. has IilIen fto'n (W(ll'

$15.000 In 1960 to $4.000 lO<la)'

Many dtkl<ln !edn::Ilogills """"=" areac<:8Ill­
atJIa. U1Cl8n;tandaDI8. afIordablB and IUSIainBbl&

haw boon _ and Iho <MlrllII COSI!l d _

Mel _ lion '-~ 10 "" ""'""'II" IMJaI
QIPIIaII'lwsIt11eIll 01 rooper PtW'SQIl Pkl6~
oncEIC06ISwIli<tl are Olt""as lcw ...$1 per person..,...

Thesec:oncl baSis for t'q)e is lhe p<lSlIibity 01
r-.g ...,,0 """""""" by a fElal~ smaI
d1afVl i'l lhe DaIn::e of flXiSIi1g sptIO dr... ... Ih8
19!nl. <:Jdf 2O'll. elite $10 IAln bei"lg i"Mlsloo
i'I wale< and san/Iation has~ ll!'ItI(lll'lrlow-'Ol;lSl
I)e&s lhIln S:lO pElf I"&d) so::!wnl'lo 101' tnemojorIty.
TheOliu /IOporcenl isbllongalocalooIO~
CO$Ii1g $S5O Pi"'per$OnQf rJlOr\I. ~ IIlis4 to 1 'ilt io
-.. tod....'g'HO3:1 by 199511flCl2:' by the_
2OOCI. lI1erl~...a.«l be pcmilIe toaooeeale(XMlf­

&gElVW"/~ towardolltlll year2IXlO goal.

A Ihrd oppor'Iuriry is the posMilj:y of 'n.oootiIg
mom M!IC:lJfeOO i\ wale< M(l SIltlItalOr'l~
USIlfe::t'Iarg9s. There will be mIin'I ar<:U'llSIar09l i\
wNd1charg9sfor wale<rr-.thallt>ll pooteS1 are
oepr;...ad. BuI: \hOrtI8<e rI\t\"I'f fT'iIic7ls of po::u C<lm­
lTUiloes in wIlictl peopl&arenow~ JmnI to
buy water 01 <1.tlhIs CJ.lIlil)' !nlm prMlIe '<f!Ilding
tn.d<$ and carts trIM WOUd be~ to fNnoe
a dim~ wal9r '"-"IllY.

A Iclu1tI advantage lor the roexl decade is It>ll
~wNd1 has boongBi'w:l!nlm It>lllasl. i\
paI1lQAar. ~ Is wdeIy lICCOPlEld thai the >aIJcJ of
~ to n:3Uks cen be mJtIpIied t¥j leiIrfW1g
Irom the 1l"nle most: (:QITfI"Ql taiu'es of It>ll P85l •
t.....to~~faiknlto rrat<;httld>­
.ooIogicaIlm"""!!r1lcn WIth _ e<h....la\ and
tlit.Jnl l0 rtlSpIlCtlutj' ifMlMI lhO 'Mlnm .,.".., In
the ITWI!I9"'8III wal... tmlu!1"<>Jl1he!le'>........

""'"
fnlIy. _lei ooa 8lacl euggests thai fMl.yearIy

Ii ... lilviiq of JlfIllI<OO$ is not er<lI.i!t"~ re­
1IIaws. ill ee~l POftJC8I 1e\1lI, llI'8 ptdJebIy
BSB1tilll to success.



Fig .9 Social health 01 children and
youth, USA, 1970-87
Th& graph sI>ows ctlanges In I!>e Indtu of SocilJJ
HHJth lotC/Uldtlwlllfld 1'0tIIh In lheUniled Sl<Ites.
ThII lndex Is • composit.. "'."....... . on .. 0 10 100
scaI8. 01 p9~orm8/lCft In aile ctilicaI 8t1Ias, inIarIl
mo<lality. c:hikI abuse , child poverty, teenage Sl.fi,;i;le ,
drug """$ft , and high-school drop OYI$.

eo

° ro 7 I n n I4 ~ 761178~ ~81~~M ~~ 81
veer-_..._--....._-_.._n ~"'_"",,",--'.

In the U nited N ngd "m , f"r cxample, the
propo rtion of children Ih'ing in fammes where
inoome i, bell)','; half lite a\"'''W' income for lite
Ilalion ha ' mnn: than dpuhled in .. dt<:ade ­
from 12% in 197910 26%in 19~9. ln Ncv.' York
City, 40% of children now ~ve below the official
poverty line.

T he United SlatC5 probably docs mOre 10
publicize ~uch ~lltislici th>.n rt'Wty indo~'

ui.:tltted natinn~ (fig. 9), but a~ a ="'01 n.loly
by Harvard paed iallician Rerry BlUelton luis
poin ted QUI,"Ik fiKura art rritkly T(purud, mil
100 ",rely jt1iJo<c.td up by i<l:litm. Tax-f'l'yeT> a"d
IqiskJltJ'f$ a", ncI :tt' tHln'mi1fLd ID "'u"", IlWI
<WIJ'childII<IJ I~ appcm"",iy Wgr<IfV up /r.rold,y
alUi rrhck, W b< S'O<"', alld w t>wnnt h'ltTuu and
taJllomUal1y frtOducriw".

E,·CT)' argument made in this report for the
em el'gCnce of a new ethic for ehildrcn is also
applkabk 10the indmtrialli:ed counlf'ies, Most
of the alll\IY'~n brooghl IOgether in the O<:lober
1990 n"", maguinc story on the p~gh l of
Am erica's children, for exam ple, an: sllikingl~'

similar 10 the argu men ts made in this repnn for
a flnt call for children in me "'OJllexl of the
developing wntld:

qKidJ' brailU um'l .....il fin' Dad 10 gtl a new
jOO Drfor Congrm 10 am", badt.from rraI. ... ll71ly
am 'l publX-1JoliQ> ma1Mrf '" lilt Ct»>OI«Iw.. bt­
IrNen badifljam " umlU>n, wlril;.h isdr«<p and= y
'0 fix, ond dt:tJt1op_mal ,,"""mll, "'lriclr " I'll
~ and oj"", diffrull ro jix?"
Dr. [kbonth Frank, D irector of G rowth and
De, 'elopmem , Boston Cil)' H~p;ta1

"Clrild"", whoKtJ unhNdM "I'll <lrjldrm ,",Ira a",
going 10 lu'" OIl 1M wurld Ilras nLgl«ltd rMm."
Harvard ps)'chiatri~t Rnbcrt Coles

"Jj<omf><UIion"""" 1101mouglr1/1 tnwu rage out
lJlfelllU>n 10 Ik "Iilh, oj 0'" chilJrm, uV-imntll
Jlrauld bt.~
New YOlk Stale Governor Mario Cu"mo

" "'M j""lIm,ib" 10 <lriJdrm by our~Iy f><IJU
a gttlJln dr_I 10 0'" Idj<ly, lrarnumy and (11'0­
duclWily rlrmt ""y txln'lllJl t1fLmy."
Marian Wri&!u Edelman,
Pr..sidcm , Children'$ Defense Fun d

"



THE STATE OF THE WORLD'S CHILDREN 1991

Facts for Life:
health knowledge for all

"

In MarCl11l!SO, 100~ experts, i"lcldng
20 Mi'lislEn 01 Hea/tIt, rnlIll0 lbwsschikl_
pricrtIos lor 1hlI decade liwlll. AtrrJtv;J thl:t stM3fl
po;Wlts In !he 'Allirmalion 01 Bang!«:f<" was -,q,
priority tolhe~oIrhehb7nallOOcon­
llIi'l9dIn FlICI!l b' ueo,

Tte Facts 1i:rUi'e InitiIIWe is based "" a booldel
I'>tC::n br'ngstogelte', in non-tec:tncalIan!lUaIIa.
t""'-"Y~!!'J:_ fiol(;llill:!llffiI!:h~ 1!l!;I_"..'(!b)'
U'IICEf. WHO. UNESCO am <MIt 100 non.gcJJ·
eoI., iOlI iIaI QI9a IizllID i$, lhlIbDIJIIII.lI C<lnIainlI rnor·
maticn !hal III paren\S ca'l a::I "" an:lltW ('.<llJd
_ lhlIiM!s lnl rrotecllhllll8lWl olll'llll1l' rTlI­
lions 0I<::hikh<l.1tsII uec -<>'{l'IIllzed lJIlll9'
lWl chapIer hed'Igs: T'rnlng blrIhs, 5aIe tnOther­
to:ld, 6r9asHeed"~' Weori1g,~
Diatl'noeal tfsease. Resporatoryhfectbns.Oo<res­
tic hygiene,~ lO'ld AIDS,

So l<ir. m;n 'hiJ1 tVIO "*""~ ol Facts /or
~ i-cidr1g fnt1\I ..ror..I ............... _ beEn
p..a.st>Bd 11 9:l~ 9..l: ho bcx:l<lel itseI
carncl rmd1 m:m ttoln a .....a IrnaIon cI!he n.­
tlIlded aJdB1ce. M.dlmom i'\llOrta"t 5 1M f11OllII.
mOOn 01 III <:<JImlri:alioodu..... . h:td"g ....
I'OIds d~ oo..mtI::n R1Il'lS rnedOl. COf'l'lo
""""'" ""*.nIo:y II"<MJni!flll. _ """"'"" • II>puc
lis " ..... aI !hedspa;al cI ...

The'lllplOl"lr(:rntrleSS .. : JEiSfll'lldsli:rl..itll:<

o The huaItn 01 bolt> worT'IEf1 and d"tien canbe
..,; f..... '1I\r irT1proYOO bI' spaci1g l;Mrlhs 1II1eoo1lWO
..-s 3ll3II. tn iI\ItIidir9~ bEIIore the
"ll" o! 18 and by IimiIi'1g bOths10 lour.

o ~ ll'Il9""" """""" r;hoo,id go to a hea/Ih
~ b' pre.nataI c:<n. in:l ill bOthsshoI..t:l be
_ed Dy a traro::l persorI.

a Fa< lI'l8 ,"I lew rn::IrlltlS 01a baby'. ile, llreBSt
....... lDlB is tile best posSIble food an:l ltT'l<.

IrIantsreed adQIionaIfoollS~ lhlly IIlllol,r to
sa """"""old.

o Ct*lren o.ndar It'o"oo need to eat 1M! Of sO<
ereear»t.Tl'lli' tal sto.tl be~ ff1t1led
b'fa<t:i"g ma'tlBI::I "'9'J'''''''' Ird SI'I'lllIlII'I'O..f1lS cI"'.....
o Di<o,IOllIl can kiI bf<i'lri1llloo much bod
from • ct.,.. bOdV. So tho IiQLid lost lT1lJ6t l:e
ItIIllDood bot (jWIg IN! (tidplMlyol lhll :Vll liQllids
loon. ·1l<9aSl rrik, diUed~.~oraspecial

lb1k~DRS. ~lhe ....... is mom llO,ll\I;u>!ta'l
lJSUlIl. !he <:tiki .-::Is help !rem a hea/II1 worke< ­
ond !he SPeCi&l ORSOW<. A Cfi;d 'Mlr> darrtcola
esc reecs food10make agood~.

o IrrInrimion proIeCI' agei"lSI d . ~
can cause poot~. disabiIil)' and <IeattI. N
~shcUdbeCOlIIJllDlgdi'llhe fi'$lyear
ollhe chikl's ife. E\oerv WOi'\'l8O'l 01 ~beao'olg soe
sIlotAd be i"mUiled agair1s1 telSlUS.

o Wa childwitha ca.gtl is tteatIlilg ITLCh rTlClffl
f8Ilk'y 1IWl is rw;wmaI, lheo1hIIchild is !I9:ico.lGtt I
nl • is asoonbaIlO go to a MMn <lllI1Im~.
A l1-.d WTItl a COIIlI> IX "'*' sIlolJ<l be ho/ped 10
6al1ifld 10drirO< plonty rJ iquids.

o M!nI ihossas ate ca..:! bee...... germs
Idflr 1hIIrmuIh. This (3'l be preyenied by '-"*'Il
1aImes; by waohIng !"ends wilh "OeI? 8IId waJ&"
aller UIling1hII1el1'n!I1ifld beIora~ bxt; by
I<eepi"gIoodIifldwaJ&" deon; Iifldby bc*lgctink­
i1g waJ&" if ft isnot from asae Pit:ed SIJPIlIY-
a .......... had bod< a chI<I"s gowIh. All&" an
~ achildreeosan""'"' meal e-ery <:lay !or a
WOO!< torreI<e l4J the \1OWth eet.

a Qht:j'fII1 sIlolJ<l be wei',1"oed 8YllI')' mallh IrQm
!lith 10!he age01 t!YeIl ,.ears. ~ lhara is ,.., Q'Iin in
WfIil1lI Jet l'M:l!TlCJl"llhs. aonl8lllo Il;l iswroo;;.



NClr an: the problems exclusively <'COnomie.
Reported Cllses ofchild abuse in New York City
have quadrupled from 600 ,000 to 2.4 million
in th<: lU I 10 y..."'. In 50me indultrialiited
nations, One child in three tuffe'" the bn:ak_
down of the family. In othm., one \;hi!d in sill
is under treatmenl fClr 5OI1Ie kind of psychiatric
disorder. And unknown millions of children arc
living " ith ton iest affluence , with demonliza­
tion , " i th violence , and with drugs.

A new ethic for childn:n is therd"ore as
relevant 10 the indusUU1j~ nations as il is to
the developing world, and unles s this principle
is found or refound, Ih<: new cold war wiU not
be between nations but between the affluent
and the alienated of OUr own societies.

The dIildru of Eallem aDd Cenll'al Europe
The lcason wttiell must be Icarnl-d from the

pain of adjus tment 10 debt and rccasion in the
developing world in the 1980s ia thaI unless we
have ,~poIicies 10 prolect children then il
ia undoublrdly they who will suffer the mosl.
In othe r words it is espccialJy in periods of
mmsition and turbulen~ that the principle of
Ilrst cen for children is most necessary.

11ris principle is therefore of obvious relev­
alltt 10 th<: USSR and th<: countries of Centnl
and Easlern Europe al this time. T oo link data
is available to form an o""raU pi=. But n is
dear thaI turbulenec " ill continue to be gener_
ated by the political and econom ic changes of
the yean immediately ahead. The consequences
of the arrangementll made ~twcen the interna­
tional Monetary Fund and $l:veral nations of
Eastern Europe an: not esscntiaUy different
from th<>se expoc:rit;need by many devcloping
rullions in recent yean - including cu ts in
JO"Crnrnem budgets , devaluation, pritt in­
=a$<$ and the abolition ofconsumer aubsidi6.
Experien~ therefore suggests that lt is esscotial
to put in place the ' }"Stcms wttiell <:an sensitively
moni tor the effect of sueh lllClISUttS on the
hcalth, nutrition and education of the children
of Eastern Europe:,

Without .pceifie action for children, the liltcly
results are weUknown. Following pri"" liberali_
U1tion, there is already evtcence from both
Poland and Hungary of . igniflCant declin.. in
rniIkand me.al eonsumption dllrina: the W t year
(1m ). The <:0$1 of essential itmu such a1
drugs and school textbooks has also risen 50
stl'<'ply thlt Poland's '\1inisrry of EduClition now
estint.atC1 thaI tI>e eosrof equipping a child with
the IlttCSsary books and materials for the f....t
year of primary school has surpassed 50% of
the a"crage monthly SIllUY. SirnilIrly, the COSt
of rneab for a cltild in l<ioderganen <:an claim
2Q% of a parent'1 mon thly income. Without
d e\liled monitoring, it i. impossible 10 knOll'
,,'hat is happening 10 the children of Eastern
Europe in thC1C tim"". aut the warning sign.
are su rely thcre.

A funher worry is tI>e rapi d deteriontion of
thc environment, especially in the minilli and
heavy indu.rry areas of Poland, the Cuch and
Slovak Federal Republic, thrc ferrner lerritories
of the German DemOCT1ltie Republic and the
USSR. Already, there are >igns of increasing
childhood uthma, respiratory infections, eye
problems, food aUergiC1, and cven intoJeran ""
to maternal rniIk 1Itnt>ng newborns. Mosl tngie
of all are the 1ufferings of Ih<: children of
Chcmob)i.

As individual na tions, and th e international
rommunily, begin 10 address these newly sur­
facing problems, il i. essential 10 remember that
it is ehildr<:n who arc most vulnerable to envi­
ronmental dell:rinnnioo and that it is children
who need a f""t <:all on our a paeity to prevent
and prolect.

The Convention
In these diffcr<:nt ""YO, the prineiple of f""t

<:all is of poin led relevance 10 all regions of th e
world in tI>e 1990s.

The uni\'ersal expn::ssion of !hal principlc is
the Convention on th<: Righu of the Child
which ,",at adopted by the General Assembly of
the United NatioM on NO\'emhet 20th 1989.
Since: then, the eon,..",tion, of whiell thc full

"
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AIDS and children:
coping with a calamity

"

AIOS wiII hlMla_~00 boltllllU lind
chid d6aIh rates, ...... ' .. i1~MI;il,
~!he 1990s. The ........ casts a dar\<. shadow
(MlI" prospecl8 fo" major gails" d\Ikl~and
!le'. '. """ K.

BaIJoes IJOrn to women l1IllcIocI with HV. Itle
\/ius v.tidl eat.IOOS AIDS, h3Y8 a 204O'll> chanoll
01 oonlrilClWlg !he ..... !romIt>aIr 1'JlOItle<s. AImosI
lllI of Iheee chb'91 wiI die belen 1hII "9801 fiw.
B>t Itl9 end Dltho 1~, ac<:ot<;!i,!! tQ lh!! WQrl'I
_ OrganIaIion (WHOl, ao_ lid 3 m5Jo
woo:re1 WQIId.wlde, ncludi1g 2.5 n1Ion "' Slb­
smar"" Alnca. "'If'8~ w.th HlV. rtd an
9SIffia19d500.(XX)bableshad contraeted 1N Wu!
Irt:rn lhei" m<lllw!l, By 1992 !he !Ol8l1"l.O'r'tler 01
rllnts bam willi HV , 1eG1b " n A!rica alone. is
9>eP!lcted to rooch 1 ......... 01......",. 6OO,lXXl lWEI
i<dy to havedEl> 8' :', "", AlOS lrld tn9I'l\' WII '*-IV--"*""cI <:tti"lt1 ....m Ml fIl1I "*'<:led wth HV
lO'1l~ !Ulemg eo I Olic:t oaI lW'1d ec:u (O, ;c depI­
."00,, b!l<:iI.J!;e 1heO'~ hIM> <ied or Ml .m:r;.
~ I. I'H) esIh'Iales ttIIIIClri'Ig IIl& 19130s """"
n., 10 "*"" cttilJll.'DeaOO 'MIll HV ..... De
~ by AIDS.... ".....". p;rts oIl1lb-sa'Ba'>
A!ricIl, IN (ldtrdol!:l~ SysI«TI. 'Iri;1l Ius tnd­
Iio:>:'nt)I <bo be<J~ ..... rome ........ _
aIrair1l1l1 PBloots diad AIDS,.......mg aged 1l'<YId­
parerlIS toCCIp(l WIth 8g&'Ultlo<sCI~<:t1«i'm.

A.., J'rIama\ional ello<1 <:<>ntn.oes 10 be~
reeded ., ora« to:

o PI'evErll t-W1I'lteeti:nThe key stratlll1l' henl is
AIDS ed,,::alion ltvoo.ql .. posstM& cr.... ­
religious nl COITIlU'lil)' org:riz8Iions, women's
go'(qlS. ee mass meda, II>!I _ -*'es,
sctJooIs lind ooIegas• ...n.ls lind lItll\ll'lllf'letS.
Warren n'USlalso be <jwl more Ii&( " dIlcISia os
allout It-. cwnhooltha"d sexvalllIt1aW:u, asp&­

~ by~ II1lli" i iCQ 'iBS and fl<1JC/Il(ln,

o I'r<>.;de heaIIII C8J9 lind~ and 8CIlO 0' "
QIPOI"I lor Iarro1ies fl whicn achid ora Il"'llI1l hB:I
HIV!A(l6 lind to lamies lind COfmU"fliBs cari>g
for~ orphaned by AIDS. The (JI.liItOans of
Iheee <:I*hln rTl,I$I be IlQ/ped to pro.iOO ltIIlm wnn
B 00sic ... ofeee,SIleIt.... heaIIh carll lind II(lU.

cation W1IhwIsucto"'4lPO'l. AlDSorphans .....be
oonden'nod to1)a\"9I1y. M8rry wi! dill p<1lmiIIUr1lIv:
0Iher1 will ruiOf1 10cere lind prosl'WlJon and will
~ be aI~ riskIrt:rn MJS.

A!ItllllJl1' AIOS o::am:>I bO CI.rIId. r1'W1\I 01 lis
symptoms eM be troa1ed WIlh 1o>v.aosL 00sic
~. SeoslI....~ can hBp P80PllI wiIh
HIVIA!DS to liveIo;oJEIr and tmance theirCf.l'liIY 01
lle ttvous1l 'Mog posMUy', In~ sucto as
Gh;vIa.~ lW'Id~non~
organizaIiorIsnow pn:Mcle'nome'_ca'Il ' pro­
.."..,..,...,.,~ ..... aI!;o an IrIlrYpeWIt lor e<U::al­
ng Ih8wider<:or'lm..I'IIly,

ThoAIDS pao oao, oic <:omo$ata lImfl_1TWI)'

do'!'>tAo"'''9 fIalOOns .... 1IaWIg 10~ Dr €MIll
'e<:iJce lheO-8kpeo idikre"" prmary I>I>aI!h CIIfe and
social --'ces. til mos1 out>-Saha".., AIrIcan c<:ur
tri9s, lhII hBalln _ B;:k the Il$ltlnIklI d'\rJS.$I""ond loanspi:)1'-to proyIde rTWWTUTl

car8 to people wiln HIV/ADS. k1aoosl:o:l ilooma·
tionaI 8SSistanoIl1D meet _ .- isl61J8!llll'
~,Healt>workEnalsooood spoc:iaItrIIf1ing.
~"'~skAsond "'tho"""""'"
and treal!nenI <:f~s ond young <:hIllo:en _
HIV!AIDS,"""'maybeslowto respond to standaRl1,,,,,11,..ots "" lXrnfTI(lrl n-r5_

The wenI\.Oll scala II'l(l 'ol1>acl '" 1t"eAOSdis­
_ depends"" """"qjckt,o po6<;y rrIfi<Ilr1I, pro­
tossiolIals and thogencnlllUbIic DecomlI .....are '"
ltoa ItA 'lCllk til tte Il1rllal and begn lllki'Q tile
~ stops to oon\llO'l lt.

see /i/so' C1li\:1rtw> and AIDS: All~
c$.OmIty, UNICEF 1900.



leXt i~ published alongside !hi! 1991 SIaU oflite
WOrld'. Child,.." repo rt, hu been !igoed bl' OVer
no nlllions Ilrld r::nifitd by ap proxima tely 60 _
by far the mo.t ",pid ratification of Ilrly mtcr­
""tiona! Convention in hinOl")'.

This too i! a pan of the promi~e that has been
madc to the chncren of the 19905.

Thc cooveouon speaks to thrtt basic rigblll
of the child. It .~al:s of thc rigbt to 'lU"\~val, a
right which i. at pn.'SCnt denied to 14 million
chil~n each year, and eeus for a rapid dc ploy­
mern of today's means of pl'eventitlg mOSt of
th ose deaths (pllrlel 2}. It sptib a.I!O of the righl
10 dC'o'e1opmcm, a right which i5 at present
denied to those who are maloouri5hcd, 10 those
who uvc with frequent illnas, 10 those whu have
0 0 opportunily 10 be educaled, and to those
who do not have the frttdom to rttei,..:: Ilrld to
CXprt:S$informationand idc",,_lts~lasll)-,
of the righllO prolection, a right which is now
deni ed to mUlion s of childre n, in both indlD­
trializcd and dcvcloping worlds, who arc used
in wars, who are cxploited at ," o rl<., who arc
ph ysically and ilCXuaIly abused in their own
homes, who are abando ocd on the SU<:(,lll, who
suffer mental cruelty, or "..ho are victims of
viQleoc<: and dnig abuK (panel 16),

Somc progress has already b<.'CJI madc rc­
wards the protrction of childO'o caught up in
the trau lTW of armed conflict. For thrtt days.
of e,"l.'rY year sina: 1985 , fighting in EI SaI,,,,dor's
civil " .... bas becn Siupped to allow aUchildren
10 be immunized - in rcoognition of the prin­
ciple thai the child', One chance fOT normal
hcalthy grClWth ""ould not be sacrificed c"cn in
the extreme caK uf civil Or intcrnational war.
Similarl y, 'corrido~ of pcac<:' ha ,'c been estab­
lished in the Sudan SO that ,,"cutia! .upplics
can reach cjvili.n families and their child ren _
Thi. poliey _ tha t ehild rt'n .hould be a 'zone of
peace' in any eonflicl - has since been recom­
me od<'d 10 aU memb<.-r .tal.... by Ih<: Organiza­
tion of Arrican Unity and negotiations arc " ..::U
advanced for its ap plication in Angola. and in
Ethiopia.

r:.ncou....ged bl' these .man bul importanl
beginnings, thc World Sununit for Children

ad"an ced the principle .till further by ,,'riling
into it' rIDal Dcclarntion thc .lalClTlt:nI tha I ~TN
mmri<J1 "mis of child"" ""d familin m Ul l be
prol4W ~n in limeJ ofW<lr and in vialmu-rid­
tim am». We "'" .Ira. fXI'imh af"'...quilh"1y and
IpcdaJ ,~ti4a;mido .. be oburotdfar 1M btMfil of
chiidml, ",1J<rt .... , .",d vWkncc urc "ill talting_.

Tt.e world-wide cbscrvsece of the Conven­
tion on thc Righ ts of th e C hild i. also Onc of
the major goal. adoplcd by thI: World Summit
for Children. To realizc this goal, the earl)' pan
of the 1990s will ha"e to st.'" the incO'u ing
involl'cmcnt of politicia ns, press, and public in

Flg .10 The children of the 1990$
14.2 rnillM:>n~en ".,.... been bam Into thoB world
during 1990. The chari tlelow pr8Sllfll8 this huge
rwrnt\e< as just tOO childrenal'd gfves a sc:hematlc
CMlrvillw ot what 'Nilhappen to !hoot It 1hIl decade.-o Ir'ocMIJiof28d WOIld • Develol:li tQWOIld

100Born

ta

94 Surviving to age one

ta

91 ? tOogellve
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Guinea worm disease:
elimination by 2000
_ 2(XX)tp!t ~emreri::v'lol/tledsGasa

E-vyoor, ~worm""""'bmgsrrorrthS
01C4 ippli ... pain 10 rTiIIons or people In19 i\lricarI
00lII'IITlII6 lnJ in perts 01 loW on:! PakisI8rl Men
and women carn:lI wort< Inlhe fielc:ls. Harvests ere
lost. CI'*.lren camol atlencl school. Eamlng
and learnirog ar. ~rmined. and with them
\he fool'ld<ltions or C(lI'I'Vl\'J\ity (levelopment .
HigNy 1ocaIiz«j. lhecisease tormenrSfY\¥I'; olthe
wold', p:xI«lSt wid 1asI-I.,.b,...lIaChed VIIages.

ThateIs no medic8I traatmenl. alllhe di$eI.I$G
'*" be~~ etdI and I ........ aoO!l)'.
~ ......k>n Is possible;' !hit 1990s,

GuTneawormd:soase(~1s ea.ood
by runans waI<J"ig OlIo thIl ...... wal i:hIlV """
for dW<ng.~ pools and step <:allai"l
lI>e lilic>~ cydcps wI"ich rary the guinea
wormlIwvae. Onoo taken intoIhe Iu'nlw"l body, thIl
femeIe~ worm QItlW"inIoa rTIDlJe-lDng while
ttreadl'ltlidl ClI'1 'Iiekl~ 103 mIion_. AI:IouI
a ye0I' aI\elWaI<l$. IhfI ""'eworm Degins 101lnd ils
~ out 01 the tuToln body tl'too.9'> • tuT*"o9bisler."-"" in 1hlIlow9r leg, 'MIen the 'ldims
s!<lps inIo_. Itoa ...... ate dispeised. WII>e
__is U!IlId b lti"mg. 1heqda b8gO'ls81

0I'llI" ll9i*'. NQl"r'W'TV'ily is del '.«IlI"d fapelI1
I'\le<;lIon!I lI"e common.

O'l!l 9OlIIion is sale_ SUPPII' •by '""""" '"
stanj .pIpes, pn;II9CKId wells, Of bC:<ehO'. and
~.~ Ins Is <:iear¥ It>ll f:W8lerrfld
9OUIb'I,expel leoceres s'1oY<rIlh8I iMlsb '1flllS in
sail>wallY "'-"llI\i .... nol\'ield the expliCIedhea/lII
tNdin:Is~IIl(l(:Ql'lYl'Uity"''''''iM:Mdlni
i ""',' i8CI 00 rnattersormairrlen!O"QllWld tr,<giBnll.

W ith sale water and fI9BIth \d.lClIlion. th& lb·
ease can be j!Iiminated from8 (;(lIRTI,I'WIy wiIhi1 a

few yea'S. The A.li'\'tlEI' 01 reponedcases in 1n<:i8.
for~. has ~1'8I:ix:ed from'*"::>sl45.000
In 196310 only 1UXXI n 1968. Sinbt,t, al>!ler>­
leei!m inNQeriM schooI$ was reciJce;j !rom 3(l'll,
10 3'11. witt'Wl lh'ee \'8IInl by lI>e inslaIBtiln 01
ClMlI'ed wells lI"d~. In 9OIt'8 a'llIl&,"""*" rNeI 1()'I(; '" ....nng dayS ao:l lMlO la<ga<­
prqx:wtiJns oIlhe h9rves1 ae rEVJi&rIy lost to gU­
nee -omoseee. !!'!! eo_·_,,_,,~_~ o!e!i! !!i­
naticn WOI/kl Iaf outwoigh ~ COG! of ttoe
ffle8lrnIlnllMl'l beIorll taIiilg intoa::0o1. ltllI re­
6..oction ... women'a ~.Joads a->d in 1l'e ff&.
{J..l9I'lC\I 01dlUo:xxl oj lIt.d1as aarrtcea .

Th!Ir9 ee aI90 less experI5/ye i'1Ier1rn soL<lion&
lor COITtTU1It. witr>:lu1 piped water so..Wt. Boil­
log or~ water Of Ite ct.-r>cal tr8aIlIV11 01
wale<SO<.rCll5""" t:hIoriIalion. Io::d"Ialion Of • sakt
c:herT*:aIl9M:ide .... IdI the I<i'Vae and prlMFI!....""

E""" wh\lrII (;I .. , ....... lre<IltI$'lI is ...... P ' iII)
llnd !he boiling of <WOcing wa ll>' is irrc:nctiaII.
(:(m:l'U'iliI)s can stI pmt8CIIl'lflO'IseI~ Ett~
l'ne etlIhS~ r¥oo gea;zB. ItlIl "Iio<lSCClQic cyeIOpS
can be filarod from drWOng _81' . ViIage<9 in
8urI<i'1ol Faso, v.tlere NIl at eepop.08'Jon used 10
be inIllcI8d with go.*- wmn. haIIII row viItwItt
~ ItoiIdi!Mlase bymis rreeee,

Gt.nia worm lIIloc1s!l(>:Tlllatthe(Xl<)"eSI people
in some of !he pollI"8Sl <XlIIlIJ\es. Although ktle
'-d ot ir11he m$l ot lI"Ml wcrId. its OOSIS, in rooolUI.
in ed.oc:l'IIoo. nproW::Iiyily. in hi..rNneulIerI'lg,lI<lI
""""'"""".1h!IAtlonla-bllsed Cart8l' Caner. which
m;:II'itOtS plogoass aglIinsl go.*- worm llI'Id has
assls1Ild ""'"l' dll' '. " iQ COl.OlIJlls 10 att8Ck the
eeeeee. now believes !hill~ is in \OIeW. O!the
21 sITecledroations. 16 haIIII targetetl ItlIl disease
/of llio'malion by lte \'8ilI" 2000.



measuring their own socierico against th e pro­
vision. of th e Con'·ention. Adher ence to, or
breach of, the Convention on the Rights of

the C h.ild should rapidly become a maner of
nllion al concern, o f nalion al pride Or of
nationallhame.

The population question
The po tential to redu~ unde r-five deaths by

at least one third in the nexl 10 years raises a
question, in mall )' mind s, abo ut the demo­
graphic corucqucnccs of such action. Would
the sa,ing of so many ~v... l...d 10 even grealer
populotion pressures in the futurer

In faet, the proe ... . of reducing eh.ild death.
is an essential pan of !he process of reducing
birth ralea.

Fu rthe rmore , the present potential Icrlcwer­
ing death rates comes a t a time when family
planning programm es havc been adopted and
binh rale'S have begun to fall in alm,,"t every
region of the developing world. Because of this,
and beciuse of the panicular stage ....hich most
developing counuiell have now n:aclted in tile
tran sition to lower hiM rates, tIlere is every
reason 10 bebeve that further falls in under-five
death rales would be associated with even
steeper falb in birtlu.

FirWl)', as this brief O'o'erview of the issue ....ill
show, the panicubr methods by which child
deaths could now be red uced also happen to be
among the most effecti,.., methods of reducing
births .

for aU of th ese rea!lOllS, !he Plan of Action
adopted b)' the heads of .tatC"! and governments
at the recent World SUnunil for Childn:n cx­
prasly noted thai "w adtirotmffll of IMSI go<Jh
'I1JOl<1J abo comribuu 10 Iof«ri'lf popuklrilm
[froW1},u .

FOIl, fo!'ttl

The pan=1of fnl'CC'S which consp iTt10 bring
down bini! ral"', and the n:Loti,.., weights of the
various factors in"ol,-ed, have been the subject
of B arcat dc:al of research in =t yars and
an: still not completell' undmtood, Bu t llCV<:r.ll
consistent e1emenu in that process have been
broadly identified, of which four will be touched
upon here:

I. ~ PrtWU" Rising Hvinj standards ,
modernization, and urbanization, an: usually
accompanied by falling birth rateS. A major
n:uon is that economic progress tends to erode
the ad"amagea of large families (for example,
help in fields and 1K>mes, and security in illness
or old aae) and to increase the cost of having
children (for example, by adding to the expcn­
dill.lrel ne«ssary to house, feed, clothe and
educate a eh.ild in accordance with the norms
of a l>ener-off society).

Then: are, however, several important exam.­
ples, lIDtably China, Sri Lanka and the India n
state of Kerala , where birth ra tes have been
brought dO"'l1 In \~I1' low levels in the <lbsmu
of significant growth in GNP per capita. In aU
nf these cx.amplcs, fertility ha~ been redu(ed to
almOSt industrialized world le\~ls while per
capita G NP remain. at 1in1e more than S400 I

, Tb< p • .-... _ ' ,fa... is' oil "'"'"" ..
.................... .. ,......,p''''m. ,Iiwl ..... _--9-.
_~,,.,.,,.J. __, ... _"

"
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)'cat. The common feature in all of these caiiCS
i. UlCiaI progress - ""peciaUI' in education and
health.

Z. /mprrJl}mlmlJfqTTromen: O f all the fa."tllrS
associated with fallingbirth rates , the one which
is perh.aP'l moot closely and consislently corre­
I.ted is impronmcm in the h cs of women - in
their status, in !heir emancipation and cdllc",~

tinn, in their opponunitiel~ond cM dbellring..
an d in their acqu~ not only the knowledg e
and the means but also the right (0 de<.idc for
ihemsctvcs how many children they will ha,'c
and when. In particular, lIle cducadoo of
",'Omen s""m, III be one of the most m nsislcm ly
puwcrfuJ faCl"rs in =Iucing birth rat ..,

J. F..,.,i/y p1G,,,,i,,, progrIJMma: Falling birth
nu t'S 2n' also closcly co=1llrcd with the .vaila­
bility of famill' pl:o.nning <:ducation and~c"".

In particular, tile rime-lag between falling death
niles and falling birth rales can be abbreviated
if lhe knowledge and the means of planning
binlu lIt1: " i dcly avail.ble I<> those families who
wish 10 IISC them. Pinning the many different
I"'ttc"rtIS by which c......ntries have m",·ro to­
wards 10.....". death rates and to"'''r birth ra1"',
it can be Sl't:n lh:l l thllSe cou ntries with strong
family planning programmes have nonnally
been ab le to uanslate progres s in reduein&:
de.ntls imo progress in reducing births more
quickly than !bose which do 001.

4. R,d"aJ tlti/d ck<Idu: Another wdl~tab­
~.hed dement in catalj'Zing the mmsiti oo to
lQYo'er birth nles is the sustained red uction of
chM de-aths. And il ill m wng tha t this i' the
factor common to all thoR ~'(llIntries, men­
tioned a bo ve, which II<-'"e achieved "cr)' low
birth ralCS while per capita incomes remain very
low. Treating Kerala (po pulation 29 million ) as
a rountr}' for the :Illl:c of the argu ment, it i.
WOM pondering the sta tistic that China,
Sri La nka, and Kcrala wou ld all fcaw l"<: in the
~st of the: 10 developing countries " i th the
lowest fertility rates, the 20 developing coun­
tries "i!h the 10"'csi under-five monality ratcs,
and tht: 40 dC"doping countries " i th the IO"'CSI
per capita incomes. 11 is also worth mnarlci!Ig
that if soci.aI prugr.: S1 had brought all of South
Asia to m e poinl at which umIOT-fiv<: death ratC$

•

and birth ratCS "'Cre al the levels prevailing
todaj' in Sri Lanka, then the region as a ""hole
would sec S.2 million fewer cltild deaths each
j'Car _ dnd 14.3 ""'Ilitmfnrn- blrt/u.

Sc\'eral mechanisms link lower child death
ratcs to lower birth nile! and, as th is factOT is
the line which mllSt commonly gi""" rise 10

concern abou t poplll'lIiun growth, it is ""orth
summarizing those mechanisms briefly here .

FiB!, an infant death ends the suppression of
ovulation which is caused by breast.feeding. In
the ab!cn"" of any otht:r methodof birth plan­
ning, a new pregnancy becomes more likdy.

Sec.'ODd, the death of a child can also prtlJTIpl
wuplcs to 'n:pIa",,' the Joss by a lI<'W pregnancy
SOOllCT than "''OuId otherwise hive been the case,

'Ib ird,when child death rItl'Sare high, many
j)@rt"'Bcom!"'n... !e For l)le anticipaltd 1".0 of
one or more of their ehildren by giving birth to
more children than they aetuany want or hI' not
progrcssin&: 10 the Stllge ofconsciously planning
tht: sW:of their fornilie.. Compoundtd by such
facton as gender preference and the time-lag
belV"~"'n changes in death I'lltcs and ehangcs in
pnMwd risks, this 'insuran~'C effect' is . major
",ason for the pcBistence of high birth I'lltcs.
ll.edueing ch ild deaths eao the refOr<: help
societies 10 mo\'(; towartb Family bll~ding by
design tathc:r than by chance. This factor s~ms

to becomc sign iflCam wben child deaths
become very unlikely from the par<:m. ' paim of
vic.... The p roa:so of fam~y bu~ding then
becomes mo re predictable , connccnce begin.
to grow , and the 'insUta""" faClor' begin. to
...caken . And it is this point in the proccu which
maoy nations of the dCI'eloping world an: nnw
approachiog (fig. 11).

The ~"Onfidencc fact or io an importarll one.
When the ",lation'hip between the number of
binhs and the number of SUM ,ing children is
unp redi ctable and uncomrollahlc, theo the idea
of consciously planning • family of a specific
size is not a propositioo ...ltich can be a sily
accepted , COo'·crsely, when ehild death nIcs
fall and the relationsltip between the ou mber of
births and c·..entu.al famil y siz<: becomes mo'"
predictable, planning bfi:omcs a more reason·



mixed- with some COOJI"IlI'ift showing signiIiclwv lab
In l8I1iiIy and some not. In !tie later stages, h.fther
,eduction ot \II1def·fiwI deaths is - w;!h WKY few
0l>i0EIIAi00 . - 811XQ, """ oiooj by-. '*""""l* ...t*hl..
On the ~ hand si;ie of Ihe llfllIl/1 is stlO'M'1 !he
presenI .....five rn::wtaiIy ra\Il 01 some 01 !tie mosI
populous de10 I'cpil'll 0'JUl1lr'ies lOday. ~ can be SIlOO
thai mosI are dose to Ihe levelat whidl furIhor'aIls ...
undef·1Ne deaths could be ex,oeded 10 be
~ by """" staeplo" falls... biJ1hI.

Flg. l l Under-f ive mortality rate (U5MR) and teter fertil ity rate (TFR), 1960,1980
and 1989, all developing ccuntrles
Each line on !he chari ,epo I! ; ,IS. !Qrone de\ I' )ping
country, !he c/la"ll8 ill U/'deI.!iv9 mor!aIiIy fate
(U!;MA) and IOIaI~ rale (ITR) 0"'lI' !he period
Imm 1960 to Hlll9. The ...termeciate poOll on each
I01e rvp<OSOnlS!he point lit 1960,
AImosl all d8'0elapng counIrieII ate represet\Illd on
Ihe ehatt. ~ s/Il:IWs It1.lJ Ihe riIial SI8EIP laIIs ill
under-liYe _ raIl1S -e a!len nol~ by
3nf slgnific<wII dIange ... fer\iIiIy, Later, wilen
lInd8f·fiwI_ laIlstillur!tIIlI.!tIe pa!l8m~
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Vitamin A and iodine:
eliminating disorders
_ 2000 gOllls; Vi'luaIIIIi'7Ii'lIJlbl 01 oil,wM A
<k&.... ncy and.i::dr>e cM;;e>c yd'wdEn.

UocI< 01vilarrIIl A In II cI*fs die! C3US8S II lhird
0111 naion dti'tr1 10go bli>dooch)OOf.Sixty per
ao;( oIlhooo <::I"oiIdIln 00 WI\hin II ShC>1 rma 01
Iosi'lI~ 9\tII. In iU:Iilion. 1Il8 deficieo re i ex·
poses """I .....-.s DI ctti'en lO sha'lllY ....
creased risk01 ihlss, poorI7cwthlII"d<lIlfttdeath.
00'1'....""'" ... rnorIaiIy rates 01.., to 3O'Jl, have
~!oIA:I~~ 01 cHdret> MIl.....,
\'.':!!1cU!~~. ,.,~~j.

1te body'S ..-:l1o<vilani'> Acan be mel~ rriI<
(aspeciaIy _ rriI4. bull... , eggs. IMl< and darl<.
w-> at~~ and fI\iIs
SUd'1 as spINdl. caosslMl -. cam:>ls. yeIiaN
"'lil:e. 100 p::*n oil. papaya It'ld IIOi\PiS_ ft Is
lIwelooll esoontIalll'al aI par\'I'lI$ kJ'oN ltellll.Ch
rceos 10'0~ tor 1lQ ChiII:tilO'S heafth lind-,.

1h9ptQ1;J1em ca"laIsobe~bygM"g"""""
AC8PS' _ kllll ill.flsk dWnn lMIt)' sO: 1fUlths.
Tha~ .... CQSI 2 c:mts each a'ld ItIa CO$!. 01
~ltIaenti'a at·rIsk PCJP,JalIonoll50......
ctokfren """"--*.l1t1e<elom be appro>{lmateti S6...
lionper ye<M'. SlM:nII <XUl!l'\e$ have rtQH~ 10
disIrbJIe" tlVlWl ACllPS' iIoo lhot>..9' nm..nlzatlorl...........

Irrm.riZation~ also prolects aga01sl dafi­
000cy by~ measles • a maijor C<OJSe 01
Ybmin A loss.

A tl'w<:l possilJle d.Cion is the !ortJfic:ation 01
o.nw:osalf 1'500 bxls llUd1 asSLgI' YolI;h~A

IheJ protllaffl is COOlCellb ated In37 COII:llIles 01
who(:II 00Iy II nI10fiIy have .....licNI control pro.

IOdine~iency

Although It1e tumn body~ llI1It • tee­
~ 01~ In II~ 1iIIlIml. lis Bl':k is a

rn8IO' tIeahrt risk tor It>e one fit:h 01 the _ 'Il
lX9""'OO whic:t11Mls .... ftood·pmnaor~
0U'l regiQn$ ........." iodi'le tI8S e-I wastled Iran
1Il8sOl. The conseqlI8"IClllnducla goitre (200 to
300 _ P9OIlIel, mEo"IIllI _dalIon {appro>;i
malEVy 2(l~ and crel'rism (at l&asl 6 mlion),
1M~ can also_~, SI.iI
_ WId I'igner l!Nels oIlnlaol rnortatIy,

C/likhn 8<9 rrosI at nsl<. W!lrooul 0dJ>&. lIley
canf:P'N '4l _ 00. mentatv~ apatheIic
and ncapable 01 romal m::wement. !IpOOCh or
.~;.". seeeeee jel=-:'" ~j:t t:=t!lc.:l:".=
cm!inism. an lMlI'l "*' oolo::ie< ocies can lead \0
poor pelb"..a ill sdIOd In! ill ..al<,~
lXlIIlITU"Il:io noIIC\dB 01 P""l'IYM:I r"Il(l!~.

The R¥lSt IIIlec:tHe remedy i$ to add iodine toro,.,o,saII, whic:t1iso:nsu:ned bl'lMIIYO"".Ttis
_ oo-operalion between gcMIO"'IQU In:l
S8II i-o:lJstries. I*Js jIltllic ... ........, In:l camIIJ
rrcnIatIg .Thin n po &:AaI dil'Iic:ulIla lJJIlhl!y
!Ire b)Ino..-.&~. The main mason /of
not~INs~~.Iow'COSlriAion

is ltIaI tna~ or It>e~ and It>e
avlIIallilty 01an__ is '"Jl fUI)' appoeualed by
rmaen 8 position to",scston theneo::essary 8CtiQn.

In Ill8 ,,_,til .., M Ill,_ Ie ,8ITIIlCty "1MIf­
8I:ll8 inlIle formor iodizedoiwti<:tlcan begrvm by
Jr;lction (gmlg proteetioo /of about 5~ or by
mwth (2l'8!6l.

l1"e costs or soMng this po«Jlem are tnj 11
relation to !he bene/iI$. Io<:Iz8Iion 01 sail costs
appoxa, at8lySce<lI8perplQOOper_~can
n rrosl <:asIl!l be met by 8 rnayinalIy rv- S8II
pri::e) and kxlz9d 01costs appo ......~ 10 <>ltlts
per p(nJQn per _ . In 1OI<f, !he WO<ld-wide COOl 01

~ """""" IlCIUl<:nI to this iTI8IO'~ rI8aItn
probIfrn.~ !he costs 01 no-m..lJtI1 and
monilorrog,~ be .. !he r9gion 01 $70 to sao
rrilion per yeolr.



able proposition, From lhe demographic record
ofmany no.tion. , lhe United Nation' Population
Division hal concluded:

" lmp1'VWlllDllJ i~ childsunfrJal, f£h jc/li~
,I.e prrdiaaQmly of IN family ht<ildi'1ll pnxns,
lrigpr d.e lTUnshion fmm """,ral '" ",,,, ..,iJtJ
fmi/ilY 6e.hat>i<nIr. This ;., 'urnX<>Jn'IJUS rllt ".,.d
forfamily planm"ng."

S)'IIfrP1m l

In plllcti ce, !he!<: four broad factors in the
transition 10 lower birth Ill'" an: S}"Il<:rgi$ticaily
related. Economic progress can assisl women's
advance ment; women ', advancemenl hel"" 10

redu~ chad deaths; reduced child dcalh . help
10 lower birth 1111($; 10Y0"CJ" birlh 11l1CS help
" "Omcn', advanc.:mcm. Or, 10 follow. differenl
strand through lhis eat's cradle of , }n crg;sn!S,
women's ad''''ncemem (and especially acoond­
ary education) make! famil y planning more
like!}, family planning reduces bolh child deaths
and child birlhs; slOYo'er ""pulatinn growth can
anist econo mic progf'C$' ; economic progreso
can lead 00 Iowa birth rates, etc. eIC.

·Ibr nCl m;uh of lhousandl of such possible
interconnections is that lhe whole is much
grcalCT than lhc sum of lhc parts ; all of thCIIC
forces acting together will exen a far grealer
downward pressure on binh rales than any one
of lhem acting alone. Convenely, lack of pro­
gress in One area can inhibit p rogn.... in others:
few rountrin, for c:<ample, ha,'" a rate of
acceptanceof family planning beyond 35% (of
all roupl", tlf childbearing age) While under-live
mortaliry ralrl remain much above 100 per
1,000 biM; and it iI unconunon to lind under­
ave mona~~' ral'" below lOll if family planning
aCCeptal1Cf remains mu ch below 35%. The two
are dynamically linked, and can progress mosl
quickly if in 1IC]) with each oth Cl". T h is is
explici l1)' acknowledged by the Plan of Action
adop led by the World Summit for Children
whiCh COnunC1lIS:

"'/~is anaddedbmtfil ofpromou'", " ullmu:r/
and childIr«UIJr programma andfamily planmn,
/OftIMr in lho', oc,i"t 1yJ/.,gUliwlly, rhlSt l>I" i-

..il... htlp IJat krau lilt mJuctUm of bol1l mbt'UllI'Y
andfmilily '''In,amI cmuribuu """" III 1oumi'1ll
rous of papUlolio" p=th llw" tithe I~ of
lI<:" t ily alane. ~

In the context of ""CT;I\I de"e1opmem.. aU of
these basic fa(:(on. in fertil iry declinc - imprm..,.
menu in the lives of women, reduced ' hild
death<, and Ihc 8\",ilabiliry of fornily plann ing ­
~re imponanl priorities i" rhtmstfwj. All of
thnn makc a direct com ribu tion to improving
the lives ofmillions nf people; the fa(:( thaI they
ako make a ,trol\!l lynCJ)li,tic contribu tion 10
""1,,in8 the populatioo problem, and thaI lhey
can .ill be accomplished 'I • rcbotivdy modest
cost, adds up 10 whal should be an innistible
cu c for , imultancous action no all of these
fro nts in the decade ahead.

Aputicu1u compatibililJ

In addilion 10 !hi, general compatibil;~', the
present polential for n.'ducing child deaths is.
especially com patible with the need to reduce
birth ralcs for Iwo re,,,,,,,,,, one: of w!rich has In

do ....~lh the particular mCihodll by which II
mighl be achic\'cd and the other with lhe
panicular time al whiCh il arises.

'I1lreoe of the most important stl'lllegie5 now
aVllilable for reducing child dcath,· the cdua·
lion of women, the wcU-informcd timing of
binltl, and breaSl-feeding • also hapPfJlIO be:
among the mOSl dim.:1 of .ill methods for
reducing ch ild births.

Finl, the educatinn of mothers, by formal or
infonnal mc""", is one of the mosl crucial
d(:(crm inan ts of children's hcallh and sur>~,-a1

(pand 10). Evcn when differcnCt'S in income
and rcs.idcncc are allowed for, the sun~,-a1

ehanCfll of , child born 10 a woman with four
or more )'elln of primary ed ucation arc , ignill ­
e~ntly greater th an lhose of a child whose
mother hal; nC"cr been 10 !lehool. ·Ib c rcaSOft
for the strength of this tic bc1w"Cn ""'Iemal
education and child survi"al i. not difficuh 10
understand: an educated mother is IIIOl\' likely
10 be: aWare of lhe chOices befOl'C her , more
likely 00 be confidcnl enough 10 seck help when

"
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Protecting children:
at war, at work, on the streets
y_2tXOl1JIIt~<$r1Ie~oo
\he RVw 01!he ChId, lrtJ ptOlOCU. lor cI1ik1ffln
in9Sl$dyiJfSWtci'Qmsrlli =~=-. _

III NcMlmbo< 19i19. the UN GoneraI """"'mtv
8O::>Pl«lltl!l Conv9n\ionon \he Riglls 01 theCNd
(tile U _ ol lila CorMInlion is pubisted as an
ilrl'1ll.>lEI to Ihis reptI1j.

III aclCMion to settng _ lor CfliII:)-",rs
.............. _ llrld 8OJcalbn. tho CorMn!lon

~ to "'V'.sc: tr~ Ir::o.1iO:~, ..t oO ;ii a
w;lloited, ab...lOoood 01 8busI.ld. """""""" It>e\I
l'Oa\' N . ft Is as COlloell\9d llbolA tnll 2 n«on
"'IXlrtOO CllSIIS 01 childabuSe .. 11>& ll'iIad Stales
each ye/II' (\4)~ .eeIokl in«n yeo;n) as ~ is IIbouI
lheJ Sleep risein lali'lAmerica's _ d'ti8o.

01 speciBI an:em are the e:tlicRo'1 who ....
<:auQht~ in WlV$.

Childrenat war
Beb'e 1945, rrost I'ICIims 01wat were soi:ters.

" 1I'ol150 was !WIoa t!'e"l. 00% at the 20 rrilioo1
091Id iInd 60 mb1 wot.nd8d~ be9'1 ciYIans,
mosl 01 them women and <::hib"8n.

I..Jnkrooy,n IUT'4bers 01 ctlidnln l\aWlllOOn kIed.
WIlU'lCleCl. _ idolled. orp/Wled Of taken as 11OOl .
age$. Millmswillr-_ 1hBir1amiiBsagain. And
Mesti'nated 7 miIIiorlclti'en, mosItyIII iI.lriea.llt8
roN~ '"" i1 r8Iugae CllJtllS, onen deprMod
01td8ntiIy IIfId nallOnaily as_ aslIlle<:f,Ja1e lood.
I'IB3l '" care on:l eoiJcat>::JI\. P\lrI'Iapsasmllr1l'~
IlRI mIugees in allbut nao:re. 6Sj:olaceo l lrom 1hBir
rJorn!lIl wilru.Ccrossilganational~. MMy
01 tnese cttien wII find ~ i '9JSstIle to~ '""
fIDITl\ltI. 10 ac:Ql.t9 sklIs iInd to h:l a IctJ il/Id a
place ... socieIy.

E.-, IBIgern.nt><n ..... ninlct vic\ims"' _ .
Ihei'" 00.. ' ••'.~ disn.pl1ld DoJ the cIoslng 01
!lCI"olI! ..-.l ctnics and lho -.:tiM 01 crops...-

ct*nn are also bei"9 used to 1\gh1 wan. in
mcenl l'l'l'S.anes&nated 2OO,OXIl.O'1Ci!o"·Ml9llnS
'-boen recn.Ored nIO armed IoIces. miIdetokiI
.-.::110 Ito ond....., lO OPBf'llhe~ llC'OI$ ......

lieltI5l1llhe eosl ollheir~ llrld Ii'nbs.

Th& Convention &eeks to 0'JIIaw the llSIl 01
cttieI1 ln war and 10pooo,ae h Idea 01dti""
as a 'ZOIlll ofp8llCll' inOfdarto protectlhocfjd's
one ct>ance to grow r'I<l<l'l'l8lV in n'Wld lWld body.
AbElQfflirlg lias beoo maae. 'Coo¥.lors 01 pOal;e'
aIowed essentlaI so.:ppies to reach \he cMiar>
vidims '" war i1 the Sudan. And In B Sa'vador.
'days 01 \J'aIlqo.lMy' _ WemJl)1ed eM_ on
15 sepat8le occasioros SO ttl3\ "'*ho ccuId be........,.
Chlldr-. at wont •.• ..-.d on the _

M estmated eo rnlIon CI'idfen~ \he
aoesol10lVld \ 4~WO<k..tich is 8Ithe<
SO long 0( SO onerous lhaI ~ nterleres wlIh !hoW
no<miIIll(MlIopmenl. Some llf'll "'pb!I«I ~ lee·
tcees lnl _shops, but the ITliljority work "
agIcultl.m 0( ~ llome$lic -w:e, Mrotchti"en
lW'U born <¥ S(lId h o IhlI W1ulII sIlMlry IXbord9d

"'"".
"",~_~,,,this protIlern, lW"I estmlled 30 mil­

Ion c:t1ildn!n iYe00 ciIy streets, etIIdrlln I'tt1o ha'oOl
nn~O( OOlW"I aba doo ledO( oopr.. led.Mosl IX
l!lOSll chiki"etI am deprMld 01 IlooII!l eM:! anti
edo cation end amostall'" li<::ed wtn the dIficUt
choice of eitI>EIf reasling <¥ la&>g In WIlh lho
'o'ioI<n;:(t, arm. pt06tiIl.aion anti du;j abuse....tich
a-eleclsor81_ ile fromUneIand Riotc Bc:mbey,
Lagos anti NewYork.

\'\'tlalcan the CorMInWr1 - a pioc:8 IXpaper-do
aQai1sI this CIIJ8I 'IYIli(1)I ol "",,".....-ld I>dAtio' ..7
l.J<8 0UI8I' lllJCI1 dllO.ITlMlS in 1ulwl1lSt0lY. ~

articI.dI.tes a ..-wersaly a::cepled .-wtlich, wlIh
SlJSlaJ19:l presstI'll ternpc:ti:iao os. ~:n::llltdc.can........-,bllCllmIl h SIaI'IdlI'I:I btlI:>N 'I'Itid1lnJ
ml<ln, rdl Of poor, ..;II bed ,, 'mto IlL



needed, more liI<dy to IlIh: 01"'" control "''''"
,,'hat happms m her family. By III<!~ 1Oko,
iI is hardly sLUprising tha I fo:mal<: education is ahc
""'malt<! " ith family planning and Ie<- binhs.

Second, the prumo tion ofhirth spaci ng is also
""" of the mQ'lI impon~nt meanS by wh ich
mlumons in dilld deaths could no w be
achieved (pan el S) . A greal many of !hose
40 .000 children who d ie each day in th e
dcveloping world an: ch ildn:n born 10 mollie..
,,·ho an: \·OIlng<:r than 18, or older than 35, or
who hal"" had more: than fOllr childn:n a1n:ady,
or who ha ''''' givm birth len than IWO )'Cars after
a pm....... delivery. Infants 00m closer 1000l'lhcr
than 24 months, for CJWI\plc:, an: approximately
"'icc as lil<ely 10die in early ch~dhood as babies
born mo re than IWO years ap"rt. Empo"...,ring
fammC'l " i th thar kno wledge, an d enabling
the m 10llel on il by pn" i ding cuhur:illy Ileccp l_
ah le melhods of fllltl~)· planning, is thc refon:
one of the powerful lc'·e.. for pre"cnling both
dea ths ond binJu.

Third, the promolion of lm:asl·f"" ding is
d early a kc).etcmcm in child Ilealth and survival
in the 1990s (p"oc l 9) a nd , as has already been
mentioned, on..demand breasl_feroing is also an
imp<lrt:lnt if nOI whoUy reliable method of
preventing conception.

[n ad dition III these direct links belween
panicular means of reducing child deaths and
the I"",·ering of hirth nltes, it is n()liccable thai
mosl of Ihe othe r low-con melllods now avail­
abk for Pm{ecUng the liv.,,; of children foll inlO
Ihe ca~ury of !hose actions which in=ase
pan-ntal invoh'Cmenl and pan:nlal control over
child deaths. I'or this reason, thtr an: the kind
of .uv.tegi.. which an: al.o likely 10 auisl Ihe
lipread offam~y pla nning. Talliog a child to be
inununized on .ev"",1 occa..ions in th e fIrst l·car
of life, improving wr:aning methods, checking
gro,,'th, adminislering oral rc:1t)"dr.lIiOl1lhcnipy,
rtCngnWng the Symplom. of acute rupinttory
infections - all deiXnd on th.c" "<:ll- informc<land
well·.upponed actions of parmlJ. And as !he
UN Population Di'ision has ,;aid:

~ThtJJL imp"fr>INmtnlJ in dtiId survival lNJr
dirtel/y in<J01w familia un' /W/y It. gitx rN". "

smst of amrro/ owr IIu:i. faa in a way lNJI
~.. imprvvemtnlJ """1111. Tlu:n:fare, <lny
gitom imPrtJ1Jmlt:nI in morwIil)' a:iIJ bf mort' Iik/y
ra ini/;,,/e fmilil)' wnrrol bt1lm....... <lmang Ilwse
",hiJ ,,,,tlnsl<lnd and ptlnieipate in IMI ;mprow_
mml 11u", <1"""'1~ ",1111 rID 1101. D

1\~ pilJticalar I lag e

Th e ""cond flctOl"which mal<esthe yUT2000
goals for improvro chi ld survi' 'al especially
co mpatihle with. the aim of also red uc ing binh
tares concerns the changed liming and co ntext
of th c 1990s.

In contrast to Ihe pasl, I maiorily of the
de veloping countries arc new II a Stage when
funheT folls in under-fIve dca th ..lies an: likely
to resul l in even steeper falls in binh MIlts .

·Ibe under- fIve mortlliily nile, or U5MR, is
lite number of deaths und er the age of five per
1,000 he binhs. to the flrsl pha$oC of mortalit)·
decline, whe n U5MR fll'St hegins 10 fall from I

very high level of 300 or more, birth ratl'S lend
10 change ,·ery Iittle_ ' Illc greal majorily of
countria in the deveklping world ha ve n"",'
co mpleted this phase. In the nut stag<:, wilen
countries begin to COmebelow a U5MR of 200,
mere is no panicullr pattern offenilily change.
Some co untries ha ,·e s«n quite stccp falls in
fenilily lovels during this stage, othen contio ue
10see U5M R fall wilhoulllllY 5ignifiCant change
in birth rates. In other words, the correlation
be tween falling under_fIvc monalily and falling
fenilily is ,~ weak. in co mparison with other
factors such as female education or I mung
family planning programme. BUI il is whe n
countries begin 10 bring the U5M R below 150,
an d to mow toward. and through!he 100 mark,
thaI w:ry strong 30d consistent reneros of
fcnilily change begin 10 cmC'llc. And al this
sta ge:, l imos l all countries see a sl«pl:T fall in
lite number of binh. for e'"ery further flU ;n
unde r_five mortalily (fIS 1I ).

T h e InJly signiflCllnt point raised hy this
closer 1001<. al lite diffen:nt . tage:I of mona/ity
decline, is tha I Ibe gr<:31 majoritY of de\'Cloping
counmC'l have no,,· passed th.rough Ihe earlier

"



THE STATE OF THE WORLD'S CHILDREN 1991

Action for children:
and the environment

"

A r'l!IW lleaIlor <::tti>Ir1 11lt>e 1990s~ also
make a map' conltb.tion 10the calSlI cA lIlM'Ofl-- ......

Fhl. reduci"lgcrildoeath rates iSa lI.ncla<nanIaI
!actor ., 8bwh;l~~ (par1eI 7). No
~~ has \Id'IiMId a sigo Ii5ca~ ..
~ n birth rates """CuI aI'lOa::IlIoM'lg a Big­
nllicaoI~n dlid GlBalt<s,0'la1eBSOn 0s Ihal
wnan perenlS bIlc<rne mort! CQI....",.~ 1IW ltIElor
d*hn wt~.lh8y 00 b'1ger IgelIhe oeed to
.......Jlsum agaml chIkl _ by l>aving mom

cHchn 1t\a"llh8ywml. Man\'developngCCUl\Iies
..... nowat 100oT.ic8I 'pai'It <JI pInJnIaI .... liDo "",'
wIIl:w9U1tler~nchlkldeBlhs nll<dy 10
boirlg __ grealer rtdJctk:nl ill bi'Ihs.

Irl addiI;;n, __ of Ihe Jmst~

stra1egies now 8VaIIable kYf8<1.Jc:flg chIkldeatr>s •
SI.dlas !he promo!iOn ol bm spacI'Ig lrId breast ·
IeoEd'>o and lhe ec1.altion 01 women • are also
lm7l\I!he rmsI. powert.l cI all Str8t8l)I8S lor1lK1.c.
ng 0\01lrlllI1ert~.

second. 8 major enwom>enI8I problem b a
l8I;Jeproportion 01 manIci1d" iIaOOqo 'ale Of o.r<sale
wale<~ 'M"Ich. togeII>Ilt wtth ..-.sa!e $¥lila­
lion. Is~ "" pnrhapI_ quaIIers 01 all
In!ec:l<lrIs and rros1 criId dBalt-. ln theae-aloplo III
world. ThiIIIffl'O", .,.. ~a1 problem is not lIreaIen­
ng-~ is l>aooeo i 1(1. Ar(l~ 10prD/l)l;:l et*;lren.
h:l.Idng~_erwets b /'IOuSI!tlOId use In(!

srmt-00l»a i'Tiga!J:ln. 1M D.ilding 01_00 . ' 191"
taIy sa!elllotmes, In:lteMh .... ............. is/lllO a::Ibl
lor t:laIli:: .....0 "e13~ i1<XJmnn!J'ls

""""".."""
ll'in:!. !he coo ,. ,lbi09ln to act"ilMt basic «U;a­

lion lor fMJ'Y cM;j by Ihe end ollt'l& 1990s (paoeI
101 Is also a f\.fIdarnenllII~ lor~
~.......:ld8> ". " lIlI .,, !heyeaos to o::mll.
1he eccee <Mlc:t1 !OCIBy's child<m .... haw 10
rreke n lIl8 21!11 CllIlIuY -_lI'oly tle CI'o::li::Ee
llllOul Iarnt)o size Of \ariduse orenllr\l'I SOiXCe 01

waste~ - """~ be~ ..- by a
liIaralll aro:I i 1foo"i8d pOOle capable of absoobi'll
.-l<nowIedge tn:I iBSlJOid'll to • .k(J hI WI
be iaflle'I decided by llw IevoI 01 CO<mltnUlI
wtictl is maoa 10 ooW:::a1ic:o i'l lt>!l decade_

Lastly, eask!glhllo:lebl CfiSIs. '(> . Oaicll" ..."
;nj~ IlCOOOITIic pmgmss in !he ..
III!IIoPO"Ig worldalso \rile 001IIconcem b cItiEr1
lind concem lor !he """"'"""". Alx:ortling 10 a
SPllCiaI fepor1 0'1 8'MOllTllli . IlI'IdsustanabIe..
oeIelpole ~ pt_ed by lNCEF OJ 1989:

'"Many cowtries, especlaIy n AIrlca IItld l.8tn
~ hiNe iltIe possbiIily or pu'llUng the'SUS­
talMbIa eco"c. nlc: pok:les' I1lCQIl'fTl8'Id by tha
Bn.n:;!Unl COt i , 'ilSlikln when lhByare1ofoBd to
depIota Iteir_s. d , _ . and Olher nat....

M$(UOOS in <)rdef lOpayll\I'JiI e>der'nllI debt pro­
Wlu lor --.tIaI i'npons andlOOBl Iteir .........ud.
-lulgellwyd:llgatims".

F<':O' !he mejority 01 rI'llrinj, !he grealasl .,..,;.
"""""'llBI_ is nol ptogr\lSS l>.J. po.;erry. P\:Jy.
ertY and Ihe lack 01~ m...e n.lfIII peopIB
lOlheWrri"lgol~ 1he.....0I"'i1f'gna1b"ds,
!he CMY·depeiOli .... 00 frdng Il'amg Jet call1o,
the o.<er<ul1ng 01 Uf.le$1of 1o.J!t Pt:Mlrty lIf'(l Tad<
01 ooo.roe. lUI inIhe 11.1..... _ aI!IO IIfl\li"eI; 01 rBPid

....-""""'-
nis lIlWelonl~ prosjl8f\IywIlich CII'l do rn:lSl

to proleCI that "",,,"GW1"J'81I.~ whO
I\:IVlI secl.rily0l19lUll. whOlIr& frlllta!G, whO ha'I'll
ocx:ess 10 cre<:ilII"Id:lQ!ll'ltok ao:Mce, whO have
rnariulls IoftheirCf'Ol)S II"IdtOadsto gellhern!here.
whO have $I'l"lII \arm rna<J"in8I; II"Id a degroo 01
~, I1stead oIllltge !an'iIesare thebest sale­
ljlWdsb' S\.ISUIirIaI:Ib de'.1lIop:nenl ,

~!tIII~ ollhe~ IS to (I&.
pen:l 00 Iheco-oparatloo ol!he poor, !tlIlrl ~ R'l.ISl
IIlso oller laIrAes~sin lheirlMls today
and a~ $taka ... abetter We lorIheo'_'"
Ihw cI:'io:hn tOll'Or'Q>\/,



Flg.12 Total annual number 01 births,
world -wlde,195O-2020
The lolalannual runl>BI 01 chik!r8n being boom into
!he worllf is p<fldic:led '" reacha PE'Rk at about the
year 2000. and to begin a slowoedirwas ilia 21st
OIInMy~,
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stages of this uansition, ..'h~n f..mtity mayor
may nol be affected , and are now enltring the
nagr during which further falls in mortality
nltes could be expected to be a!lSOciatcd with
"cry stt<:p faU. in ftTtililY "'u.... In other words,
reductions in child lkaths eeve now reached the
poim wilen: thc maior dividends in fallingbirth
niles an about 10 be PIIid .

Second, past reduction. in ehild deaths have
oflen happened in the absence of, and even
hostility loward ., family planning prognllnmes ,
Wh ere !his has been lhr C3Sl:, birth l"lItes hlwe
usoally bttn slow 10 rnpond 10 fallina; child
deaths. Toc:lay, almOSl t\'ef)' developing
country has an establiJh~d, if I10l always ade­
qualely funded , famUy plann ing programm~,

For both of these overlapping 11::U005 , further
falls in under_five deaths could be oxpected to
be accompankd by even mOK . ignificant fall.
in births,

The popubtion cltall~ngeof!he next 10 yean
and beymtd is therefore the ~hallcngc of 'cuttin,g
tile comer' On the gI"dph which plots falling
mortali~' against falling fenilitY SO lhal gains in
the fonner are quickly trarWated into gains in
thelatter,

In addition 10 changa in the international
economic clima tc whiclt would cnahlc the de­
"doping world 10 earn a higher standard of
living, that chaUenge can best be met by a mueh
grea ter national and international investment in
culturally accepta ble family planning pro­
i"'JIl'lICS, in the emp.,.,verin.g of parents ..~th
loda y'. knowledge, in a .ignificant expall$ion in
educational opponunities - especially for
women and girls - and in thc achicvcmcru of
thc year 2000 goal of a significam reduction in
under-five monalitY rates,

Family platUliAg
In conclusion, lt shculd be clearly $t:ltW thaI

family planning would stillbe one of the highest
priorities, even if population growth were not a
concern . As has been mention ed, and as ill
discu ssed in panel g, the well-informed timing
and spacing of birth. is one of the grealest of

"
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The USA:
year 2000 health goals

The llSIIf\.hIss 01 speciI\c _ goeb b in.­
craasilg~. profossionaI on:l pubic 00ll'l'il.
menI, is roo: wo 6oed to !he de\., ')i'll ""'Ctld,The
LWled Stales GcMIo"UIU has a30 lIITJJl.O:EI(l

f\ali:::w'ej IleIlIth IargelS fa Ito8 \'U" 2000.~
19 gl8ls IlI/afi'lg~ 10 !he '.';eI beilll 01
"dles ao::l ctW::no1.

AtllX'llCl:F IRl ottws hIM! ..god in1I'e C<>llw<l
ollhedoe'o B '~ IllW011d.1heUSl'1N'lhgolll$~

1he """"'PIS '" !IOOiBI _ ion and disparity
retUction. Soc>llI ~lJOn~ ri$Irog III
" ,,'" almflU1ications ftISC>JrC8S to inIaon and
SUPP01 people i1U$ilg loclei' heoIIh kroc>Me<lgB.
~~ rlWm disaggegali1gIlIllianBl
Slati:slics ao::l roo,..sr,g acoon en fnj~
I'oItdhlr dllI'hld Ill' rece, -. i"aJre 01 Jll¥;i::al
b:aIiln. ilv.tld> _ IJubI9i't1 118coUll iliated

~ oIlhe US goals R::U:lo """"ate Wgets
lor black AmeR:ans.~ lrdilr'lIl. A/ilsI<iln
Nalfo.vs and Ial<H>comB IJCUIlS. i1 1he dII' 1 ~. 'II
weo1d , bfeakin:l down ,"" slmistb into ......-r
lB<roIe WOlAd ......... ......., ....,..8~ <is.
pari1 oas. The Idea 01~ ..rnctm, IIllll60d to
If'Y~ g;;lGl. rups 10 1Ix:us resouroes In!
~"""",""",g<IIIIsin ItoIshotlast _In! allto8--In Ihil "*""""Il exaJlllIesoIlhl1 USps, CQ:1>"
paratlle~ lor me de\ l'JI)i IQ world... gMll'l
whool possible.

o ~ItoBWwrl rrQtaIIy13le lOnom:::l<9 lte'1
7 par 1,cm .... bIr1:t'os (IrI)m . basehiI 0/10.4 ....
1ge6l. Arr10ng lllacks.lh!!targelis 11per 1,000(18
in 19861. n.._2000I~bt/le~
~ <$ a Oft&-tIltMlllCl.\:to'I ",me 1m /lI1e /¥a
mdJdiorllD 50 P&' I,COO, "" aU... .!J lass.

o HaMlIhe _ rrorta<ty rate to 00 more
1hafI 3.6per 100.000 iMI binhs(from 7,21'119!1l3l-

Among blacks. m. t"'9"l il a ""'" 15% IIdlClIon
105per l00,OOO(lrom*r106119 n 19OOl. The_
2llOO!WlI'JlllJr lhB 001i ,,;ogl<o<lrt1 is" fwJIomg of
/he 1990 mIItlma' Iln'laIly rate wtich srwds
today III&/0 per 100,000 ... A&ica, 572 in SOIJltl
AslI. 55 ... &sfAsia IIIld270 " l.ali'I Amooca.

o Aed.ce 10 nonne 1lWl 1 per 1.000 Ihe pill­
--.:ect HJV i'1ledb'I8IYO'9 ""71"8'1 gNro twtn to
IIo&-bomfia"llS~~ 1.4 ll9' I.COOn",'..o Fle<*Jc:e low twl!I .. lligtf (_ lte'I 2.500
O'arrwnesl lOIIf1 f>cr:Iet1ca ol noII"OCInIlhiIn S'llo 01
WlIbirIha (lrom 6,8% n l!lEl61. Arr10ng bIad<s I!'III
taIgeI is 9% (from IV.," ;' 1986). 100 large! b'
rm~ watJ .. a I'/Id.x;W(> II> 10'lli or"""
IJrma 1984i"'""*" ....~~~ i1ki!
a'ld14% il Afu'I).

o lOCrease to III lOaSl 75% l/le ploporllo" of
fT"OIIwS wtlo &":I"s",,,,11' or paJ\iBly brMsl·lo!ed
!heir llabias InIt"eeart,r postparlU'1'1 period mID
81 I83Sl50% It"epo oportioo •wtlo contnJ8 bceasl·
'-IfIg urlli 1IleIr~ are!MlIO sixmonlhsold,
(hom 54% a'Id 21% .""""",,,o.tIIy i'l 19l:l1ll.

o i1aoa<le <Db to .... i11to1 "",, 01KtlaaX>, ...,.
I'd, COC8I'\!I a'Id~ lm<rIg P'lllJ'lW'l
WOIlI8I1 lly m _ 4O'llo ,

o •<> a,o 10 Bl 10aSl 9O'lb lho proportion 01
WOIlI8I1 ag.os I S1t"too.q144wtlo I<ni:>w!hatIIl::otn.
!IrflOI<Or,j a'Id _ <tug _ wmg~
~ risks (o!he!elus,

o IncnlIooo 10 3110aSl 9O'lb the ~O'I 01 •
~ WOIlI8I1 who _ P<9lSIaI are i11he
ftSl lr'fflBslBt 01 P""ll'llM C, (from 76'110 ", 1986 ·
62'Il. al'Illf'lg lMcks. 61%among A.'llElfican~
WId AJe:skBtI~ """"""'. 60% erraog Hi$plriC........



all opponuniti.. for improving tltc health and
saving tltc liv<:5 ofbuth women and ehijdren in
lIle dc<,:ade ahead.

For lhe women of lhe developing world , child
spacing can mean a drastic "'duetion in illnn s
and disability, in matcrnal d.aths, csUmatc'<! at
500,000 per year, and in the number uf abor­
ticns, estimated al more than 100,000 twry day .
For the ehildrcn of the developing world , the
rupomihle planning of family me C'an mean
}x,tter level!;of health , nutrition , and education ,
and is one of tltc most po..ccrful means of
adtic\inll manyofth<: most basic buman dc\'dop­
men! goals ado pted fur lhe >'Car 2000.

In large mea stln'. the demand fot family
planning - with rt.ospl.'Cl for rc~giou~ cultural
and social traditions - al",ady exists . An esti­
mated 300 million couplc:s in the de..d uping
world do 001 Want any mar. children hut are
not using any effectivc mea ns of avoiding an­
ether p",gnan"l' . Overall, 1l1otid I-'m il ;,y Sr<rt'I:Y
fll1dingJ in lhe 15 most populoos de"'doping
countries suggest that if ....'cmcn had the pow" r
10 ma};c, their own decisions On me metter, then
family s"' " would fan by an a,,·crag. of almust
two child n:n and the nile uf population increase
wQllh.l dr op by up to 30%.

Conclusion
Despit. the ..'rises wltielt con tinue to OCcur

in intcrnational affaiR, !he cnding nf m. culd
....ar offers the pos sibility of a n.w Cl1I for
mnkind. Th. price of p rcoccu pation ....i m .......r
bas been mo", than futan<:ial ; il has been a price
p.aid in the distortiofl of OIIr sei....ce and Icch­
rtOl,~', in !he abso rp tion of OIIr managem enl
""d political s!tills, in the waste of ou r energies

Makin,g it possible for women to exercise tha'
ebuk", would therefore ba..·• a significant .IT.et
un the health and wen-being of women them­
sch«:s, on the Ittalthy growth and sunival of
thcir cltildrcn, and on the lowering of fertility
l1ItC\l. l'ew thing!! could aclti.v. as murn for the
health ""d well-being of the human race , and
few mings eould do mere 10 give people more
control O'."::r their uwn h e> - the CSSCtlCe of me
dC"'elnpmcnt proccn itself.

Wh.n '10 much could "" aebk'\'<.'iI 101' !he
meeting of an existing dcmand, and at such a
",latively .maU cost, thc time h"" .urely com.
for a maior ren.......l of thc . lTon 10ensure th"
all couples, and especially all women, ha,'C the
infurm atiun, the mcans, the su ppon and me
riJlht to decide fur memscl"1:1 hu ..... many child­
ren th.y .....ill ha"'e and .....ben th"l' will ha\'C them,
It is now I S l'cal'S since 140 nations, m«l;ng at
lite first World Populiltion Conference, agrml
that "all coup/a and ;,,<livid,", !> haw 1M M il::
righ, 'a <lea'tk jrwly " nd " lp<mlib/y 1M "IImbn
aNd Spaco'''K 0/ lMl" child" " and It, Il<n;e 1M
i,ljormaliolt, M r<",IioIt, a"d ,/tMItS 10 lilt It,". It i.
tim. that this right .....a. made intO a =lit~· for
thc sake of today 's mothc:n and chil~n and
for the sake of swt.unable human dcvelopment
ia tbc twemy- rll'S' cent ury and beyond.

and ingcnuities, and in the distraction of our
vision and our imagination, ' In c di,'idcnds of
pc:Ic.: may also, uererorc . be paid tU the human
race in many c'Um: ncics, and abu"e all in me
libera tion of f1llOncial and human resources for
a rene.....a l of ....'hat Robert Heilbroner, in thc
196Vs, called ·thc gn'''1 ascent' . In our times,
the ..i lion of " .....orld in .....hich e\'Cry rruut.



THE STATE OFTHE WORLD'S CHILDREN 1991

wOman and ~hild h"" .d"'lWlt~ food, dc-.ul
wa ter, decem hou sing, modem health co."" and
.. basi' ooucation, could at last be realized.

The W orld Summit for Children hil'l even
the world an cXtnlordinary oPpo llUnity to till«:
a series of conctr'\( d acncns which would
"",,,unl 10 the first lilq» on that long journey.
Ii is Iln o pportu nity 10 PU!"iUC .. M Own mix of
, lnllcg;CS which rould prc\'t:nt thc dC"~lhs of
millions of ""omen and children, in,-..\ ;n the
health ao<1 cduca ti<ln of me rismg gcn"""tion,
and at the SlIme time mUe a ma jor comrib llUon
to lhe s lowmg...town of population growth.
That mix of StratcgiC5 is now\\ithin the CllJ>llcil)'
of any dc'-doping nation 10 implement and of
anI' indusuialil<cd ,~nlrl' 10 rupport.

On the Sunday befon: the Summit, ever ..
million candle- were lit for its success by ord i.
nary people around 1hc world . roach of those
candles "-1lres.m«l the inextinguishable hope
in the !leans of pc<.>pl<' e\~rywhc rc that, amid
all the probkm> ar>d the dangcrs of lhe )..:an
ahead, the world can stillbe madea berrerplllee.
Thol hope has now taken on a delinitc fonn

..

and a dc-~r .tral<:gy, The challenge ho, been
define<!. Mcctin.g WI challenge will, a. lhe
Summit's Plan or Action says, utkml",d con·
,uto'" alld <JIlrac,ditul ry olfOrt on <Ju 1"'n "/all
_ -J'.

On prncnl ""'00' , the number of ehild"'n
Ix ing born into lhe "ood eaeh year is pmlicred
10 pcokin about the:year 2000 and begin 10 faU ,
lb. children of lhe 1990s "ill lhemo'" be the
1arg<."S1 ~erali on e....r (0 beC'lIuustcd to man ­
kind . And th<:: pruent generalion will rightly be
judgt'd by h"w il mern the challenge of pro-­
tecting their I"'"" their growth, !heir education,
and lheir righu .

To guide WI effon in lhe decade ahead ,
"id",pr<ad acccptan<:e must be won for I ""'"
elhic for children; an ethic .....hich demands W I
mild..n should be the tim 10 benefit rrom
mankind 's successes and lhe Ian to suffer from
its raiJUre5; an ethic wruch =ognilic'S thaI it is
on how society prolects and cares for its child­
",n that in ci\it~ari"n is measured, in humanity
is teslcd, and its fUlure is shaped .
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World declaration on
the survival, protection and
deoelopment ofchildren
The World Summit for Children was held at the
United Nations, Net/) York, on 1M 30th SepZ;ember 1990.

l. We have gath<=d at lhe World Summit for Ch~dren \0 undertal<e a
;mnl commitment and to IlUll<e an urxcm universal appi:al • lO give every
child a bella future.

2. The children of the world are innocent, vulnerable and dependent.
They are also curious, aeti ,.., and full of hope. 1beir time should be one
of joy and peace, of playing, learning and gro,,1ng. Thdr funm: ~hould be
wped in harmony and ~ration.Their livClI should mawrc, as lhey
broaden lheir pcrsp«ti'.'es and g:tin lie...• experiences.

3. But for many children, me reality ofchildhood is allog~ differenL

4. Each day, countless children around the world arc exposed to danll"1'S
that hamper Ihrir growth and development.~ suffer immen""ly as
casualties ofwar and violence; . s victims of racial discrimination, aplll'theid,
aggression, foreign occupation and annexation; as refugees and displaced
children, forced 10 abandon their Immes and rheir roots; as disabled; or as
vie:tirm of neglect, crueltY and exploitation.

5. Eadl day, millions of cltildren sufferfrom the iICOUrges of povmy and
economic crisis • (ro m hunger and homelessness, from epklemks and
illitcracy, from dcgntdation of the en'lironment. They suffer from 1M gn...e
cffc<;U of tlte problem!> of external indebtedness and also from the lack of
sus t.oined and susl:linable growth in many developing countries, particularly
tlte least de''doped Ones.

6 . Eaeh day, 40,000 children die from malnutrition and disease, inclUd­
ing acquired immunodeficiency syndrome (AID S) , from the lack of clean
water and inadequate sanil:ltion and from the effects of the drug problem.

7. Thes<: IIt'1: ell:lllenges tIult we, as politiallead<:rs, must m""l.

"



The
opportunity

Thetosk

8. Together, our nations ha,'" the means md the l:nowk dgc ttl proto:<;!
the ~ves and (0 diminish enormollsly me suffering of child=l, to promote
the fuU dc,..,lopmcnt of u...ir human potential and 10 make them awa~ of
their nee<h, rights and oPPOl'lUnities. T he Convention On the Rights of the
Oild provides a new opportunity to make respttt for children' , rights and
wd faIO' lnJly univcrnd.

9. Recent imprm-=lenu in !he international political climate can facili­
talc this w k. Through international co-operanon and $<,llilhrity il &hould
now be pos<ibk to achi",-., concme resullll in many r",1ds _ to revitalize
e<:onornic growth and dcvdop""'nt, \0 protect lhe environment, [0 prevem
the sp read of ratal and crippling diSC3.K. ami to lithic'.., greater social. and
ec:onomic justice. The <:UITenl mo ves towards disarmamcm also mcall that
significant l'CSOllrt."es could be rdeased for pu rposes other thanmilitary OIles.
Improving the weU-bcing of children must be a very high priority when
lhesc resources an: ",alIOQ1tw.

10. Enhancemeru of children', itaim and nutrition is a flrSl duty, and
also a task for which solutions are now within reach. 11M: lives of tens of
thousands of boys and girls can be saved every day, because the cau", of
their death "'" r<:adily p re..emable. Child and infanl mortality i$ una<:cqlt­
ably high in manypans of the ,,"Oriel, but can be lowered dramaticall~· with
mean. lIun arc already known and easil)' accessible.

11. Further anenucn, cee and . uppo:rt should be a\:CQrded 10 disabled
children, a. well as 10 other children in "o:ry diffocult ciKumnanees .

12. Su=gthening the role of wonv:n in g<'nenl and ensuring thei r equal
rights " ill be 10 the ad \'arltag<' of the world' . children. Girls must be gi..en
equal treatment an d oppornmities from !he very b¢ginning.

13 At presenl, o"cr 100 million children arc: ...ithout basic schooling, an d
\WQ-thirds of them lIfC girls. The provillioo of b;tsic education and ~Ieracy
for all an: among the mosl imponant conmbution. thaI can be made 10 the
development of the ....·orld's ch ildre n.

14. Half a miI1il>1l mothers die each year from Cllu",," related to childbinh.
Safe motherhood must be promoted in all possi ble wa ys. Emphasis must
be placed On resJlOll"ible planning of family size and on child spacing. The
family, a. a funda me ntal group and natural erw;ronrneru for the growth
an d wen-being of children, should be givcn all neces sary protectron and
assislaOCC.

15, All children must be given the chance 10 fmd their ide ntiry and rcaIi7",
their worth in a safe and supportive environment, through families and
other care-givers committed 10 their "'"elfan:. They must be prcpam1 for
responsible life in a free iI<lciery. They sbould, from their early yean, be
CIICOUf'lgcd 10 participate in the culrurallifc of their 5OCictics.



The
oommilment

16. Economic conditions wiU continue to influ.....cc gJl'ally the fate of
childn:n, especially in dc~doping nations. For the sake: of the furu", of an
child=J, it is urgently necessary 10 ensure or reactivate sustained and
$Ustainable ~nomic grov..th and developmcm in all countries and also to
continue III give urgcrn allwtion In an ••1I1y, broad and dunbl. solution to
the external debt probltmS facing dcYdoping debtor coun m c:s.

17. Thest lash require: a C<lntinued and OOIJ<:erted effort by all nations,
Ihrough na tional action and international co-operation .

18 . The ""til -bein g ofchildren requires political action It the highesllevel.
We a", de1.em1.i ncd to U1kc that action.

19. We ourselves hereby make: a solemn commitment 10 give high prioriry
to the rights of chiklren, to their survival and tn their prol~n and
development. This wiU also ensure the wc:U-being of aU societies.

20. We ha,·.~ that ....., will a<:l lOgcthcr, in international co-opcntion,
as ....'ell as in our respective countries. We now commit ouncll'es to the
following Io-poim programme to protect "'" right!l of children and ro
improve m.ir U,~,

l) We ..in wor!< to prom<Kc earliest possible ratifiClltion and
implementation (}f the Convention on the Rights Dr the Child.
Programmes to encourage information about children"s rights slwuld
be Iaunche<! wood-wide, taking imo accoum the distinct culNraI and
social values in diffet'Cllt couneies.

2) We will work for a solid elfon ofnaliorutl and international action
to enhance children's bcalth, [0 promote pre _natal care and [0 lower
infant and child mortality in all oounmC'l and 1I.ttIong all pcopks, We
will promOle the provision of doan ,....Ie , in all communi tits for all
their childrm, as well as u.ni\"cml1 ao;«ss to SIlllitatiott,

3) We will work for optimal growth and development in childhood,
through meesures [0 eradicate hU08er, malnu trition and famine, and
thus to re~eve miIlioruI of children of lnIgic sulferings in a world tIuIt
has the Ille<UtS to f~d all illl omens.
4 ) We will work 10 strengthen the role and SlaNS of wOmen. We
will promote rt:Spornible pl<uuting of family si7.c. child spacing,
Imastfceding and safe mothcrllood,

S) We ",ill work for respect for the role ofthc famUy in providing
for children and will suppon the elfons of parcnlll, otltcr care-givers
and communities 10 nurture and care for children. from the earliest
Slages of childhood through adoi<:sccncc. We also l"CCognUc the special
needs of children who arc separate<! from their families.

ss



6) We will work for programmes that reduce illiteracy and prov;de
educational oppommilies for all children, irrespe<:tivc of \Mir back_
ground and gender; that prepare dl~(fn,n for pf'Oducth'c emplo~'mem

and lifelong learning opportunities, i.e. through vocational training;
and that enable childnn 10 grow 10adulthood within a supportive and
nunuring cuhurst and social context.

1) We ...'ill work to ameliorate the pligh t of millions of children who
he under espc:cially diffICUlt circumsm= - "" victims of apartheid
and ("ttlgn QCCUPlItion; orphans and Sll'ttl children and children of
migrant workers; the displaool children IUId victims of natural and
man-made disasters; !he disabled and !hi: abusN-, the socially disad·
vantaged and !he exploited. Refugee children must he helped 1(' fmd
lXW root5 in life. Wt> will work for special protection of the working
dtiId and for the abolition of ilIcgal child labour. We will do ou r best
(0 <tIS"'" thaI ch~dJ= are not drawn into becoming victim. of !he
scourge of illicit drugs.

8) We will ...'Or!< carcli.illy 10 JlfOIe<:1 children from the~ of
war !mdto~ eeeeee to prevent fo,:,"~'::r armed =f'.i..'"t:, L'l oro::­
10 g;..·c childrm e,'erywh= a peaceful and xcure future:. We will
promote !he \'8.Iues of peace, understanding and dialogue in the
education of chi1d~. The essential need. of children and families
mUSI be protected ...."Cn in times of "'1Ir and in violcne<:-ridden = .
We ask that periods of tr.mquillilY and special relief corridors be
obsc,.,..e d for the benefil of children, where war and vK>lencc are still
W:::ing place.

9) We wiD work for common rr=surcs for the protection of the
cnvirorunenl, at aU leveb, so thaI aU diildren can enjoy a wer and
healthier fuNre.

10) We ...ill work for a global atlllck On poverty, which would have
immediale benefits for ch.iJdren's welfare. The vu!nenlhililY and
special ne<:ds of the children of the developing countries, and in
particular the: least developed ones, deserve priority. BUI growth and
de\·e!opmcnl need promotion in all Stales, t/u'ough national acti<>n an d
international co-operat.ion. TItaI caU~ for t.ransfen of appropr;ale
additional resourc<:s to dC'o·elop:ng COIlmries as well as improved1=
of If'2de, further tn.d<: liberali>.ation and measures for debl rd~f. II
also implies struetur.ll adjusllTIenlS lhal promote world economic
growth, partieuLarly in de,'eloping countries, while ensuring the
weU-being of the 1llO11 vulnerahle St:'C1Of'S of the populations, in
pmiculai the ehildren.

•

The
next steps

21. The World Summil for Children has prescmed US with a chaUenge
to take action. We have agreed 10 lUe up thaI chaIIengo:.
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22. Among the partnerships we seck, ,';e tum especially to d1l1dn:n
lhemsclvcs. We appcalto than 10 panicipate in thi~ effort.

23. We al"" =k the support of the United Nations system, as weD as
other international and regional organizotiol1$, in the uni,·CTU! effort 10
promOte lhe ....-eo-being of chiJdn:n. We ask for greater involvement on the
part of non_govemrnenlll\ organizations, in complernentinll national efforts.
and joint international action in this field.

24. We Ita,·e decide<! to adopt and implcm<:J\t a Plan of Action, as a
ftaltteworl:. fo.- more ~pttifie national and international underukings. We
appeal to all nur coocagues to cndo= that Plan. We are prepared to lIllIke
a\uble the resources to meet these oorrunitments, as part of the priorities
of our national plans.

25. We do this not only for the present generation, but for aU~nctllti(lns

to come..~ can be no task nobler than giving every eh~d a better future ,

New Y",*,. 10 &p«mber 1990

"
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I. Introduction

I. Thit Plan of Actioo is intendt'Ci as IIlUide foc national eo.~t:I,
imc:mationalorpnizations, billlel'allid q=cies, DOn""8O'u, ..ncnUII Drpn+
iDlionI (NGOs) and III <>!her scac:n of society in formu.lating their own
progmnmcs of action for msurinll the implancntllion of the Dedlnlion
of lIle World Sununit for Children.

2. The needs and problems of children vary from country 10 coum ry,
and ind«d from co mmunity to oomrnunity. Individual c;ountrics and
groups of countries, IS wdI IS imemaDonal, rcgior'\lll, national and local
organizations, mal' IISC Ih.ilI Plan of Action to develop !heir own .peciflC
I'f'1'&1aD1JII' in Iinc with thcit nm.b, capacitY and mandalCS. H....-e-'Cr,
PIf'CfItJ., ddm and kaden II 1II1t\'da throughout the world have a:n:aiD
common aspintiom for the "'dl-bcin&of1hcir dtild=:I. nu. P!In of Actioll
drab "ith thcK common aspintions, suaotin& • tel of pis and WFU
for dtildr= ill. m. 199Os, SlnIClJC'$ for R:adliIIg those pis and c:ommit­
IQC:1US for IoCtioo and follcto..--up rnc:asura It nrious 1c\'dI.

3. Pu.... _ for cbildmI~ be I kI:y r;oal of 0'lUd lPrim8l
OOdopllKiIL 11 sboWd Ibo form III iotqral pan of the btwdcr imcnla­
Donal devdopl....m suatee' for the Fourth United S atiooo Dcvdopmeot
Dcadc. As today'. dIildn::n an: the l;:itiz.... of 1<lmOi.......'. woOd, lbrir
SUlVival, ptooeetion and ~"dopmml iI the~e for the futun::
dn'ftopmmi of hlllIWlily, Em"""'"eimml of the YlJUiiKCl" ~tion " i tb
knowIcdac and fe$OI1i'Ca to m«t thrir bail: hwnan needs and 10 grow to
their fuU polCnlial should Ill: • primary scal of national dcvc\opmttL As
their irldi\-idual dC'o'dopmml and $OCial a..lribution will Wpc: the f11111l'C of
the wOOd, i1WQtme:n1 in childml'. hc:alIIt, nutrition and education it the
foundation for naDonal de...d opmcnL

4 . 1l>c: a. pira tions of the inlernational comm unity for 1M " "eU-be ing of
dtildm> an' be${ rdlected in the Convention ()II the Rig/'lu of the: Child
unanimoIKly adopted by thc (;c,ncn! Auc:mbly of the United Nltions in
1989. TItis COlwcnDon IIetS uni"cnal kpl SW>dardI for lIle proIeaion of
cltiIdmt apinst neglca, abuse and a ploitllioo, as ,,"dI as guaranlCcin& to
them thcir basic human ri&hta. iPdu<hn& wm."Il, ~dopmell1&bd fuU
puticipation in social, cuhunl, educalional and DIberClXk:aVOW'llIlCCa$lf}"

for thar indMdlIaI gw.o.u and "'dI-bein&- Tk DedanOon of the: World
Summir.aII.., II Goo.~10pnlIIXllC cmtiosI pwsi* 1M 6 cio., and
in~.tulallOO«the: eo...~
S. mthe~ two yean" a tel of IQUI for childtu,lIDd dnc:lopu...., in
the 1990$ his hem formulated in IC\'WI! imcmational forums Inmded by
vil:tuaIly III Go\~lI, rdevanl United N atiorls qmcics lIDd majoc
NG05. m"'I'J'Oft ofthcsc pis and in liDc " iIb the crowinI: inlemltioaal
ronsmsus in favow of grcalC:r anmlioo to thC' Iniman dimmsion of
devdopmcnl in thC' 1991J1., tbis Plan of Aaioo ails for atnemed national
action I nd inlernational co-operation 10 .ui'lC' foc the achin>etncnt, in all

"
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rountries, of the following major goals fOT the ."rviVll~ prottttion and
':k<:<:!opmem of childrm by the year 2000.

a) Reduction of 1990 urxk:r-5 dWd mortality "'ItS by one third or 10
a k:\'cl of 70 per 1,0001M: births, "tlichC\'Cl' is the grealer rtdll<'lioo;

h) Reduction of materna! mona!il}' ",res by half of 1990 levels;

c) Reduction of severe and moderate malnutrition among under_ 5
children by one half of 1990 ltveb;

d) Univen.al acceos to safe drinking water and to sanilllry means of
cxcm.a disposal;

e) UM'et'Slll access to basic educali<;m and rompletion of primary
education by at least 80 per rent of primary school age children;

f) Red uctio n of the aduh illiteracy ..He 10.1 least half;\$ 1990 level
(w appropriate age group 10 be detcrmino:d in each countrY), with
emphasis on female literacy;

g) l'rotection of childttn in ~preially difflcull circumslantto, par­
tkularl~' in &ilUlltionSof """,,d conl1iets.

6 . A lisl ofmon: detailed sectoral goal. and speciflC action. whiet> would
enable the anainment of the 3b''''e maiorgoals can be found in the appendix
to this Plan of Action. These goals will fin! nel:d 10 be adapu:d 10 the
specif", realities of each country in 'erms of phasing, priorities, slandatds
and a''!iliIbi~ty of resources. Th e SO'lllegies for !he achievement of the goals
may also vary from country to country. Some countries m y wish 10 add
othtT dC'Velopment goals WI are uniquely imporunt and n:levam for their
spccnc ccuntry situation. Such adaptation nf 1M goals is of crucial
imponanC1.' to ensun: 1beir technical ,-..tidity, logiltieal feasibility , frnancial
affordabilit}' and 10 se<:un: political commiUOeol and broad public suppo"
for their echlevemem.

II. Specific actions for child survival, protection and
development

7. Within the context o f these o~er.ill goals, chen: an: promisin8 oppor­
lUnitics for cnIdicating or virtually climinating age-old diseases W t ha~

affiiCled {ens of millions of children For centuries an d for improving the
quality of life of generations to come. Acllievemenl of these goals woul d
also contribute to 1000-ering population growth , as sustained d<'C:Iine in child
dea th mtCltowardl the level at which parents become ccnfidcrn that their
fm1 children will surv ive is, with some timc lag, followed by even~al""

rMuetion in child births. To seiee these oppommitics the DedaOiOOn of
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TIw
Convention
on the
R ights oj
the Child

Child heglth

the World Summit for Child"", caUs for .pc:cific actions in the following
"",as:

8 . The Convention on the RighlS of \he Child, unanimously adopted by
the United Natio"" General Assnnbly, contains a comprehensive seI of
intem.:ltiollllllegallKlrms for the protection and wcll -beUlgof children. AU
Governments an: urged to promote ear~csl po$siblt nltilkation of the
COIl,-enuon, where: ;\ has not ahudy been nl!iflCd. Every p<mible effOl1
should 1Jc, made in all countries to dissaninate the Convention and,
wller<:ver it has already b«11 ratified, to promote it! impiemcnlJ.tion and
monitoring.

9. Preventable ctlildhood diseases - such as mca81~, polio, IWillUS.
tuberculosis, whoopi ng cough and diphthma, Rg:oinSI which the", arc
effective ,,,,rones, and dilonhoeal diseases, pneumonia and oth .... acule
n:spinnory infections that call be p",,,,,med or cffecti\'dy t=lted through
rdati"dy 10",< 0$\ remedies - an: currently responsible fC>r th e great majority
a f th e world 's 14mi1lion deaths of children under 5 reus and disability of
millions more every year. Effective action can an d mu st be taken 10co mba t
these diseases by nren gth enins primary health care and ""sic health scrvicc:s
in all countries.

10. Beiidcs these readily preventible or maUlblc diseases and some
othe rs, such as malari a, whkh have provro more difficu11 10 COmwl.
children today are faced with the new sJl«U'<' of the acquired immunodefi­
ciency s}Ttd romc (AID S) pandemic. In the mosl seriously affected countries
HlViAIDS lhrcalem 10 offset the gains of child survival programmes. It is
already a major drain on limiled public healthre~ needed 10 support
other prio rity health services. The consequences of HIVIAIDS go wdl
beyond the suffering and ""ath of the infCCled child a rwl include risks and
stigmas that affect parenls and siblings and the tragedy of"AlOS orphans".
Thtte is an urgrnt need to c= thai programm~for the prevention and
treetrnern of AID S, including research on poso;iblc ' 'lIccilles and cu.... WI
can be applicable in 011 countries and siNations, and massive informatioll
and education campaigns, receive a high priority for both national action
and inlernational C<H:>JlCfaIion .

1L A major factor affecting th e health of children as " "CDas adults i. the
availability of dean waler and safe sanitltion. These are nol only essential
for human health and " "CD-being, but also contribu te greatly to thc
emancipation of wo men from the drudgery thai has a pernicious impaCi
on children, especially girls. Progms in ehild health is unlikely 10 be
sustained if one third of the d",·d op ing world's children remain without
llCCQ. to clean drinking waler srwl half of them withoul adequale san.itll)'
faci1ities.

"
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12. Buw on the experience of the Pos! decade, including the many
innovations in simple, 1ow-<':0'I1 techniques and IcclJno\ogics 10provide clean
water and safe sanitary facilities in l'UJlll areas and urblln sImlry 10'0''110, it
is now desirable as well u feasible, through concerted national action and
inlemotionaJ co-<>pcraunn, 10aim al pro,i<!ing; aU the world's children with
wtivcrsa] access 10 safe drinking water and uni\.ll.l1' mean, of ellCll:t3
disposal by the yeal 2000. An important related benefit of univenal access
ro wa ler and sanitation combined ".i!h health educ:uWn will\)(: the control
of many wau~J-bome diseases, among them dimination of guinea-v.orrn
disea:sc (dn""l1culi:>sis), which tum:lllly afllicts ",me 10 million d1iIdren
in pans of Mrica and Asi3.

13. Hunger and malnutrition in their differml forms comnbulC 10 about
half of the deaths of young children. M Ott than 20 minion children suffer
from severe malnutrition, ISO million I n: underweight and 350 million
women suffer from nutritional anaemia. Improved nutrition requires ('l
adequate hou ...hold food security, (b) healthy environment and control of
infection. and (c) adequate maternal and child cere.Willi the right policies,
~ililrov;'...to instinutiuroiil i.lT..r.g~mi;iitii i iid pul;tkal pi'""iri, uo< w.;rid ,;;
now in a position to f<red aU the warld's ehildren and ta O\oen;ome the warst
forms af malnutrition, i,e. dra.ticalIy to ..rou"" diseases that conmbute to
malnullition, ta hah'c protein-cncrgy nulnutrition, ''imIally to eliminatc
vitamin A deficiency and iodine deficiency disordt:rs and 10 ..rou""
nutritional anaemia significantly.

14. For th<: young child and the pregnant wom:m, provision of adequate
food during pregnancy and lactation; promotion, protection and support
of brcastfrc:din,g and complcrnenta!Y feeding Pr.>cti""" including frequent
feeding; growth monitoring ..ith appropri2te follow_up actions; and num­
tioJUll survcillancc are the most es..,nlia! needs. As the cllild grows older,
and for the adult population .. a whole , an adequate diet is an obv>ous
human priority. M rc:ting this n~ requires anpkJymem and income-genet­
aling opponunitics, dio..,mination of knowlcdg<: and supporting services to

increase food production and distribution. These an: key actions within
broader natioJUll strategies to combat hunger and malnutrition.

15. Women in their various roles playa critical pan in the weD-being of
children, 'me enhancement of the .tatus of women and thcir equal ac«ss
10 education, traininj!, credit and 01hc:r extension servic<:s constitute •
valuable contribution to a nation's social and economic l!c1'c!opmenL
Efforts for the enhancement of womcn's OlalUs and thcir role in develop­
ment must begin ..ith the girl child . EqualopportUnity should be PfO\ided
for the girldlild '0 benefit from the health, nutrition, t'liucation and other basic
servio:;Q to enable bel' 10 grow 10 her full po(eIItial.

16. Maternal health, nulrition and education are important for the sunival
and "''''D-being of women in their Own right and are key detemllnants af
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!he health and ......,04>c~ of the child in ~arly infancy. lbe causes of th<:
high rates of infant mortality, especially ne<lnatal mortll~ty , arc: linked to
untimely pregnanciC'S, lowbirth wcig/lt and pre-termbirths, unsaf~ delivery,
neona.tallt'laflUS, high fertility rales, et~. '11= are also major risk faCiOCS
for mat~mal monality daiming UK: ~,·es of 500,000 young w omen each
Yeilr and resulting in ill-h~a1th and sulf~rirlg for many milliOJUI mere. To
redress this trIlgedy, special attention should be gm,n to health, nutrition
and rducation of women.

17. All couples mould ha"e a~ 10 information on the importllnC(: of
respcnaible plalllling of family size and the many advamageli of ch~d
spacing.o avoid pregnancies thai are 100 early, 100 Late, too many or too
frequenl. P",_natal care, dean dcliw:ry, ICI:eSS to ",fermi facilities in
o::wnp~cated cases, telanus toxoid vaccination and prevention of anaemi.:l
and oiher nutritional deficiencies during pregnancy are other importanl
interventions to ensu re 53fe motherhood and a healthy stan in life for the
newborn. Th"", isan added benefit ofpromoting maternal and child h<:a1th
programllle$ and family planning together in that, acting synergisti~ally,

!bese actililit:s help a~lenlle the redaction of both monality and fertility
rates, and contribute more to lowering nil... of population 1tf'OI'"Ib than
either type of aetivity alone.

18. "The family has the primary responsibility for the nunurirlg and
protection ofchildren from infancy to adolC5C<'nce. Introduction ofchildren
to the culN"', values and nOlIllS of thcir society begins in the family. For
the fun and hannonious devdopmcm of thcir personality, ehildren should
grow up in a family environment, in an almOSphcre ofhappiness, love and
undcntanding. Accordingly, all institutions of society slloold respect and
support the efforts of parents and other eare.given to nUl'tlm and care for
ehildren in a family environment.

19. E,·cry effort should be made to pw..ent the sep;,mltion of children
from their families. Whene'"t'f children are separated from their family
o"i ng to force majeur or in their own best interest, arrangements sbouId
be IIlllde for appropriate alternative family can: Or institutional placement,
due regard being ""id 10 the desirability ofcontinuity in a child's upbringing
in his or her own I:lI!tur:oi milieu. Extended families, relatives and com­
munity irultitutions should be gi\'~n suppon to hdp to meet the special
needs of orphaned, displ.aced and abandoned childn:n . "ITorts must be
made to ensure that no child is IrnlIOO as an outcast from society.

20. The international ~ommunity,indud~ virtually aD the Govemmem.
of th~ world, ha,.., undenaken a commitment at the World Conference on
Education for All aljomtien, Thailand, 10 inClast: signifICantly educational
op portUnity for e ver 100 million children and nearly I billion adults, two
thirds of them girl. and women, who at pm.enl have no access 10 basic
education and ~teracy. In fulfl!ment of that commitment, SpecifIC measures
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must be adopted for (a) the expamion of carly ehildhood devclopmem
.eli'ilies, (b) uni,U'SaJ access to basic education, including completion of
primilfY eduation or equivalent learning acltil:vemcnt by at least 80 per
cent of the relevant school-age ch~~ with emphasis on reducing the
current disparities bet....een boys and girls, (c) the reduetion of adult
illiteracy by half, with emphasis on female literacy, (d) vocalional tnlining
and preparation for employment and (e) increased acquisition of knowl­
edge, sltills and values through all educational channels, including IltOt!enI
and trllditional communication media , to improve the quality of life of
childmt and families.

21. Besides its intrinsic value for human devek>pmcnt and improving the
quality of life, progress in education and Iilet'lley can contribute significantly
to improvement in matern>l and child health, in pmte<:tion oftlte environ~

ment and in sustainable developmenL A3 such, in,..,stmem in basic
education must be accorded • high priority in nationlll action as wcll as
intemationallXHlperation.

11. iviiiliort> of dWdmi around ult WOrld live u,-Kla 6jX(ialiy di.'fil.lJl'
circumstanees • as orphan. and street children, as refugees or displaced
perwns, as victims of ""3r and natural and man-made disasters, including
sllCh periL! as e~posure 10 I'Idiation and dangerous chemicals, as c1Uldren
of migrant work= and other .ociaIIy disad'"IJ1taged groups, as child
wori:en or youth trapped in tIte bondage of prostitution, sexual abuse and
other forms of exploitation,.as disabled children and iu,-en~e delinquents
and lIS victinuI ofapartlteid and foreign <:>ceUpation . Such cltildr=t d=..,
special anenlion, prot«tion and assisWlCe from their families and rom­
munities and as pan of national dram and international co-operation.

23. More than 100 million childn::n arc engaged in employment, often
heavy and hazardous and in conlrllvention of intcm.ational oonventi005
which pro vide for their pn>tecrion from economic exploitation and from
perfOt'TIling ,,"-ark that interferes ...ith tbcir education and is hannfulto their
health and full development. With this in mind, aUStates should work '0
end such child-labour practices and sec hew thc ccndltioes and circum.
stances of childn::n in legitimate employment can be pn>lected to pl'O\ide
~uate opportunity for their healthy upbringing and development.

24 . Drug abuse has emerged as a g10baI menace to very large numbers
of yOWlg~plc and, increasingly, children - including pcnnanent damage
incurTcd in the pre·natal stages of life. Concerted action is needed by
Governrr=1S and interg(>\l('fl1ffiCntal agencies 10 combat illicit produ<:tiOl1,
supply, demand, trafficking and distribution of narcotic drugs and psycho­
trOpic substances to counter Oris ~y. Equally important is conununity
aclion and education, which are vitally needed 10 Ct.lrb both the supply of
and the demand for illicit drugs. TobaCCQ and alwhol abuse arc also
problems requiring action, especially preventivc mcssures and education
among young people.
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25. Child!l:n no:cl spt'cial PrQ!~~tion in s xuatlons nf armed conflict.
Rcc<:nl examples in which countries and opposing factions have agreed to
suspend 1K>s1ilities and adopt s~iil measures such ashccrridon of peace"
10 aUow reli~f .upplies to reach wom~n and child!l:n and "dlIys of
uanquillil)'" to vaccinate and to PfO\id~ other health services for children
and their families in areas of conflict nCC'd to be applied in aU such sinwtion•.
ResoIuunn of a oonf1kl need nol be a prerequisit~ for measures explicidy
(0 prOlect child!l:n and their families (0 ~nsllJe tmir conunuing ac= (0

food, medical c"""' and basic services, to deal "ith U"auma resulting from
violence and (0 exempt them from other din:ct consequences o( violence
and hoslililics. To build the fou nda tion for a peaceful wo rld when: violcnCl'
and war "in c= to be acet:plabk means for s<:lTling disputes and conflictS,
children'. edUClltion . hould incuk:ale the values of pc8.ce, tolcrantt,
LUKl<:nWlding and dialngu~.

26. Children have 1hegre<l!<:5t Stake in the pn:s<:rvati<>n ofthe etl\"ironment
and iu: judicious managemmt for sustainable dC"e1opment as their surv ival
and developmenl d~pmds On il.~ child sunival and devclopmrnt goal.
proposed for the 1990s in 1his Plan o f Actinn seek to imprQ\'~ the
cnvironment by combating dis<:as<: and malnutrition and promoting edu_
cation. These contribute to lowering death rates as well as binh rates.
impro"cd social seniees, bet ter lISt of naruf1l1 resoUKCS and, ultimalely, to
the breaking of the vicious cycle ofpoveny and emironmemal rlcgr.ldatiun.

27. With 1hcif rdauvely low usc of CIOlpital rtSOlJrttS and high reliance on
social mob ilization , community JWtidpation and appropriate technology,
tho programmcs designed to reach the ehild·",lated goals of the 1990s """'
highly eomptltible with and supportive of environmemal proltCuon. TI\C
goals (or the survival, protection and dc"c\opmcm ofch~dn:n asenun<;iated
in this Plan of Action stlould me",f"", be Sten as helping to proll:c t and
preserve the enl·ironmenl. Still more action is needed, of course, 10prevent
the rlcgr.ldation of me environmm ! in both the industrialized and the
developing countries, lhrough changes in the W1l$!<:ful <Xlllsumpuonp"!lCTOS

of the affluent and by helping to mCCI me ncccssilies of survival and
development of the poor. Progt2flUI\CS for children that no! only help 10
meel their bas ic needs bul which incukat.: in them respect for the natuf1l1
environment with the diversity of life thai it sustains and illl beauty and
resourcefulness that enhance the quality of human life, must rJgUlC
pro mincndy in the world'. environmental agenda.

28. Achi"",ernrnt of child related goals in the areas of health, nutri tion ,
edllC1ltion, tIC., " ill contribute much 10 aIlcviating the worst manifestauons
of poverty. 8uI much mOre will need 10 be done to ensure thai a solid
economic bast is established to meCt and sustain 1M goals for long-term
child su",ival, protc<:tion and de\·clopmClU.

"



29. As afflnTled by the inlernational community al the eigh teenth spec ial
session or the United Na tions General Assembly (April 1990), a moer
importam challenge for the 1990s is the need for re,italization of economic
growth and social d«o'dopmcnt in the d«o'c10ping countries and 10 address
logether the problem~ of abject poverty and huRgCT thaI conlinue to afflict
far 100 many people in the world. As the most vulnerable segment ofhwnan
society, children Ila\-e a particular slakc in sustained ttOnomic growth and
alleviation of poverty, withoul which !heir weU_being canOOt be secured.

30. To f(l$ler a favourable inlernational economic environment, it is
esscntialto continue 10 giveu~t attention 10an carll', broad and durable
solution 10 the extemal debt probl",",s facing developing dcbtor coumrie'l;
10 mobilize extemal and domestic rmureC!i I<> meet the increasing~s
for devdopment finance of d"" elop ing cou ntries; to take steps to ensure
lbal the problem of the IICI transfer of ",,,,,,,rees from d",-eIoPIn& 10
d",-dopcd countries does nOI \'Ominuc in the 1990s and that illl impact is
effectively addressed; to create a mOre open and equitable trading system
I<> facilitatc the dh-en;ifIcation and modcmi%ation of the economies of
""-'eloping countries, particularly those thaI are commodity-dependent; and
tc make available ~u~,rm~ CIJ:1=i():'.:! reacu..·c~, par...iC'.I!ll.I"ly fer t."""
leasl d«o-doped counIries.

J 1. In aU of these effcrts the fu1fl\men, of the basic needs of children must
receive a high priority. Every possible opportunity should be explored 10
en""", thaI programmes benefiting ch~dren, women and other vu10eTlIblc
groups are protected in times of structural adiustmcnts and other economic
reslrUeturing. For """mp1e, as countries reduce military expenditures, part
of the resourets rele:ased should be cllanneUed to programmes for socia1
and economIc development, induding those benefiting cllildren . Debl·relief
schemc:s could be formulated in " ...\"s thaI the budget reallocations and
renewed economic growth made possible through such schemes would
benefit programmCll for children. Debl relief for ch.ildren, including deh,
swaps for in'.."unrnl in llOCial development ProgrwIlTllC'l, should be
considered by debto..., and crednors. The international community, includ­
ing private ' 5CCIor credilon;, are urged 10 work with developing countries
and relC"llOl agencies to .uppon debl reI~ffor children .To match increa'Ied
effons by developing countries themse1\..,., the donor countries and
international instilUtiol1$ should considcr targetting mere d""elopmem
assistance to primary hellllh elIe, basic education, low-.f;OSl "'"Iter and
<anitation programmes and oth er in,en--entions speci fically endorsed in the
Summit Declantion and this Pla n of Action.

32. The international community has recognized the need 10 srop and
""..,lK the increasing marginalization of the least developed countries,
including most coumries of sub-Sallal1In Africa and many land -locked and
island countries that face special ""-'elopmem problems. These countries
will require additional long -term international support 10 complemenl thcir
Own national effortS to meet lhe p ressing needs ofchildr-etI over the 1990s.
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Ill. Follow-up actions and monitoring

33. ElTectiv~ implemenllltion of lhis Plan of Action will ~quire concerted
national action all<! inlernational CO-Oper1ltil.m. As afftmled in the De..lilf1l­
tion, such action and co-oper1I1lon must be guided by me principk of a
~fll'St call for e~n" - a principle thai me essential llffi:ls of children
should Ix given high priGriIY in m~ a1k>cation of resources, in bad limes as
wdl as in good times, atrutional and inicmotionalll$ wdl as at family lc\-cls.

34. II is particularly important thai the child ....pccific actions Pl'OpO"ed
must Ix pursued as pan of strengthening broader national dev"'opment
programmes combining ~ital~ economic grov.th, POVct1Y reduction,
hurnan resource development and cnvironmenml protection. Such pro.
grammes must also nrengthen oommuniry ~tions. incule:ate civic
"'Sponsibility and be sensitive to the cultural heritage and social ''RIuca
which support progress withoul alienation of the young~r generation. With
uese broad objectives in mind. " "e commit ourselves lll1d our Govemments
IG !he fobing lICIions:

i) AU Go""rnmems arc urgro 10 prcpare, Ixfore thc: end Gf1991,
rutional progrntnmC$ ofaction 10impkmcnt the commitments under­
wen in !he World Summit DcdanItion and I1tis Plan of Action.
Nationa l Govcmmcms !lhouk! encourage and assist provincial and
local governments as weUas NGOs, the private sector and civic groups
to prcpa~ !he:ir own pr<>grarnmc:!l of action 10 help 10 implement the
goals and objeai,'eS included in !he: Declaration and !his Plan of Action;

ill Each counlI}' is """""",ged to rc-examine in the conlext of its
""tional plans, programmes and policies, ho"· it mighl accord hight'f
priority 10 programmes for the wen-being of children in general, and
for m«ling over the 1990:s the major goals for child survival,
dc""lopm~nt and protection as enwnernted in thc: World Summit
Declaration and this Plan of Acritm;

iii) Each counlI}' is urged to rc-cxanUn~ in the context of il$
particular natiorul siNition, ilS current national budget, and in th~

esse of donor countries, their d~...elopmem lI5Sislance budgets, 10
en~ur~ that programmes aimed at the achievement of goals for the
survi,'a1, prolection and dc>1:Ioprnc m of children will have a prioritY
,..hen resources Rle allocated. E,·ttY effOll shoukl lx rnad~ 10 ensun:
that such programrne.s are prnl=cd in tim"" of economic auslerilY
and structural adjustmenlS;

iv) Families, communitica, local governments, NGOs, social, cutrc­
ral, rdigious, business ,."d o!h~r instiwtioos, including the rna..
media, a", encouraged to play an active role in support of tile gOllls
enunciated in this Plan of Action. ·Ibe experience of the 199()s shows
thai it is only through the mobilization of all S«1ors of society,



including thCd<' Wt trlIditionally did nOl coo.icier child 5urdval,
protection and devd op ment as thei r rna;'" focus, that .;gnmc'lnt
progress CllII ~ achkvw in these areas. AIl forms of.social mobiliza­
tion, including the effectivc usc of thc great potcntial of the new
information and communication capacity of thc WQrld, r"t<mld be
manhalIro (Q o;QJ!V<:y to all flllttilil:s thc 1;nQ"1edgc and ~ltiIls mjuim!
for dramatically improving the situation of children;

v) Each oountry should "5tablish. a ppropriate mt\O"hanilffiS for the
regular and timel)"collection, anal)'si!; and pulilication of data l"quimi
to monitor relevant social indicators relating to the wcll-~ing of
children - IUCh. as neonatal , infant and undcr-5 mortality rates,
IlUlternal monility and fertility ntes, nutritionalleveb, immunil.auon
coverage, morbidil)' "" <:1 of discas<:1 of public ht:aIth importartee,
schOQI enrolment and achiev=t and ~tency ral<:1 _which record
!he progress being made towards the goals !lC1 fonh in tIlis Plan of
AetiQn and corresponding natiOllai plans of action. Statistics sltould
be disaggregate<l by g<'nd~ tQ ensure W t any in~uitabl<: imp,,,:t of
prograrnrncs 011 girt. and women can be monitored and COtTtttoo. I,
is particularly important that mechanism. be establ15h...J tQ alert policy
makersquickly to any adverse trends (Q enable fundy COrtect;'", action.
IndicalOn of hwnan develo pment sltould be periodically reviewed by
national leaden and dt<:ision makers, as is culTtTldy done with
indicators of economic development;

vi) Eadt country is urged to r~ its cum:D1 arnngcmentll
for respo nding tc OiiU l1lI disasters and man-made ca!llmitics which
Qftcn afflict women and children thc hardest. COUntries that do not
ha,'c adequatc contingency planning for disas ter pll:part:dness are
urgro to establish luch plans, :scdting support from appro priate
international institution.s where l>CCC1SSry;

vii) Progrc51 to"'ard~ the goaIs endorsed in the Summit Declaration
and thls Plan Qf AetiQn could be further accelerated, and solutio... to
many other ma jor problems confronting children and famil ies greatly
facilitated, through funhc< =cit and <!cvelopmcot. GO\'crnmcol$,
ind ustry and academic institution.. arc mjuested 1<l ioc ll:aoc their
effortS in both basic and Qperation.al research, aimed at new technical
and tedlllQl<>gical breakt!trougJls, rr><>r'C effective social mobilization
ami better ddi\'cry <Ifexisting social services. Prime examples Qf the
areas in which research is urgcndy needed include, in the flCld of
health, impro>...,.j vat:cination ,echnQlogics, malaria, AIDS, respiratory
infecriom, diarrhoeal discues, n utritional deficiencies, tuberculosis,
family planning and call: of the ocwbom. Similarly thCll:arc importaot
l'CS"arch n..,d~ in the area of early child d~\'c1<lpmcnt, basic education,
hygiene and ~anilation, and in coping with the tntuma facing childrcn
who arc u prootro from their families ar>d face othct particularly
diffIcult ctrcumsrances. Such I'C$CSTCh should invo1>'c collaboration
among institutions in both the d""eloping and the iodustrialized
countries of ilK world.
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35 , Action ot the conununity lUld n.atiornllleveis is, of course, of critial
impol'WlCe in meeting !be goals lUld aspiraticns for children and develop­
ment However, many developing countries, particulilrly!be least developed
and the most indebted on...., will need substantial international ro-opcnllion
to enable them 10 participate effectivdy in the wodd-wide effort for child
sUNival, prOiecUon and development Accordingly, the foRowing specifie
actions an proposed 10 en.,.te an en.obling international ""vironment for
!be implemenmtion of this Plan of Action,

i) All intc:mational dc\...,lopment agencies - multilateral, bilateral
and non-govemrnetllal - arc urged to examine how they caneontributc
10 the adlic,'cmem of the goals and Stralegies enunciated in the
Dedar:ltion and this Plan of Action as pari of more general anention
10 hutnlln devclopmo:nt in the 1991ls, 1lw:)' arc requcskd to report
their plans and programmes to their rcsp«tive go verning bodies
before the end of 199\ ami periodicaUy thereafter.

iJ) All regional irutirutioos, including regional political and economic
organizations, an requested to include consideration of the Dedanllion
and this Plan of Action on the agrnda of their moetings, includin,g at
1M highest political Ie'..,], with a view 10 developing agreemCOts for
mutual co&bol'ation for implcmentnion and ongoing monitoring;

iii) FuR~ration and collabonltion of aU relevant United Nali"".
agencies and otg3ns as wen as other intc:mationai institutions ill
requested io ensuring the acme'..ement of the goal. and objectives of
tile: national plans cn\isag(!d io the World Summit DtcIaration and
Plan of Action, The governing bodies of 1111 C(lnccmcd. agencies are
rcqueskd 10 ensure that within their mandates the fulkst po.<.ible
support is given by thao: ag(!ncics (or the achievement o( UtCSC goals;

iv) The assistance of the United Nations is requested to inl;tiru!C'
appropria!C' m«hanisms for moniloring the implementation of this
Plan of Action, using existing expertise of the relevant United Nations
.tatistieal offICeS, !he .pccia!il;ed agencies, UNICEF and other United
Nations organs, Furthermore, 1M Secretary-General of the United
Nations is requested 10 arrange for a mid-deca<k review, at aU
appropriate levels, of the pr<>grns being made towa rd. implementing
the commitments of me: Dedaraucn and P!an of ActiOIli

v) As the wond's lead agcnt"Y for d Uidren, the United Nati0n5
Childrcn's Fund is requested to prepare, in dose collaboration with
the relevant spccializedag(!ncies and o!ber United Nations organS, a
consolidated anal>",is or the plans and actions undertaken by iodi>'idual
countries and Ute iolcroational community io support of the eh~d­

related development goal. for the 1990s, The gO\'cming bodies of the
relevant specialized agencies and United Nations organs an: requested
10 indude a periodic review of the impl<:mentation of the Decbr.ltion
and this Plan ofAction at their IegtIlar scssiOlUand 10keep 1MGcncra1

"



-n

A$$embly of the United Nations, through the Economic lUJd SocillI
Coune~ , fuDy informed of progress 10 date and additional action
required during the decade ahead

36. The goals enunciated in the Declaration and this Pbn of Action arc:
ambitious and the commitments~~ tQ implement them will demand
consis,ent and extraordinary dfon on the pan of all concerned. Fonunale)y,
the necessary l:no,,·Jedge and te<:hniques for rolehing mosl of the g<>als
already exisl . The fmanciall1:SQurces required are modest in relation to the
great achievements Wt beckon. And the most essential fa<:lOT - the
provillion to f:un.ilicli of !he information and services necawy to protect
thei r children - is nOW within reach in e,·cry country and for v~y evcry
community. There is nO cause which merits a higher priority than the
pcotCClion and de...clopment of ch.iIdrcn. on whom the survival, stability
and advancement of all natio"" - and, indeed. of human civilization _
depends. Full implementation of the Declaration and this Plan of Action
mU!ltlhcrcforc be accorded a high priority fOT national action aoo interna­
tional co-<.>penniOl1.

APPENDIX

Goals for children and development in the 1990s
The follo"ing g<>als have been fonnulaled through exlensi,-e consultation
in ,'3!iQIIS inlernational forums anended by virtually aUGo"emmcn!s. the
relevanl United Nation s agencies induding the World Health Organization
(WHO). UNICEF, me U nited Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), the
United Nations FAlOlional, Scierttific and Culnual Orpnization (UNESCO).
the Uniled Nations D",·clopment Programme (UNDP) and the Int erna­
tional Bank fOT RCCQmtruction and Development (IBRD) and a latgc
number of NGOs. These goals are recommended for implementation by
all counmes wh.ere they are applicable, with appropriale adaptation to the
specific siruation of each country in terms of phasing, standards, priorities
and availability of resources, with respect for cultural, religious and social
lnIditions. Additional goals W I are partirularly releVllllI to a oountry's
specific siruation should be added in illl national plan of action.

I. Major goals for clilld sun>ivaI, development and protection

~) BC\wo:en 1990 an d th<: ye~r 2000, reduction of infant and
under-5 child mortlllity nile by one third or to 50 and 70 per 1,000
live births respectively, whichever is less;

b) Bet\\"t:CII 1990 Bnd the ycar2000. reduction ofm.atemal m<»tll.lil)'
rate b}' half;

c) Between 1990 and the year 2000. reduction of SC'·ere and
modera!e malnumlion among under-5 ch~dRn by half;
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d ) Universal access 10 safe drinking WIlier and to sanitary meam or
excreta disposal;

e) By the year 2000, univenal acces. 10 ba.ic education and
ccmcteucn or primary education by at ICllst 80 per cern of primary
odtool....ge ~Iilldren;

Q Reduction of !he adull illilency ral e (the: appropriue age group
to be determined in each counuy) 10 al inS! half its 1990 level with
rnlphasis On frnlale ~Iera~y;

g) Improved protection of childml in especi.ally difficull circum­
.tan~es.

II . Supportinglsectol'll1 goals

A. Womm's health an d edUeati.OD

i) Special srtenticn 10 the health and nutri tion of the female child
and to pregnant and lacullmg women;

ii ) Access by all couples 10 information and services 10 prevenl
pregmtncies that are 100 early, 100 dosely SP"~ed, 100 bile or 100 many;

iii ) Access by aU p regnanl women 10 pre.nalal care, trained attend­
anlS durina: childbirth and referTa! facilities for high·risk pregnancies
and obstellic emergencies;

iv) Uni" ersal access to primary education wilh special emphasis for
girls and =lenlled utmcy programmes for women.

B . Nutrition
i) Reduction in ......= , as weU as moderale malnurrition among
under-5 children by half of 1990 levelS;

ii ) Rrouetion of the rare oflow birth y,..,ight (2.5 k& or less) to less
tha n 10 peT cent;

iii} Reduction of iron deficie ncy anaemia in women by one third of
the 1990 levels;

iv) Virtual elimination of iodine dcfickncy di50rd=;

v) Virtwll elimination of vitamin A deficiency and itsecnsequences,
including blindness;

vi) Empowerment of aU women 10 breastfccd their children exclu­
sively for four 10 six months and 10 continue breasDeeding, with
wmpk:mentary food, well into the second year;

vii) Growth promotion and its regula.- monitOring to be instinllionalized
in aU eoumries by the end of the 1990s;

viii) Di$l;emin.ation of knOy,1cdgc and sup porting SCl'\~ces 10 increase
food produC1ion to ensure household food secu rity.

"
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C. Child health
i) Global eradication of poliomyelitis by the year 2000;

ii) Elimination of neonatal tetanus by 1995;

iii) Reduction by 95 per cent in measles deaths and reduction by 90
per cent of measles cases compared to pre-immunization levels by
1995,as a major step to the global eradication of measles in the longerrun;

iv) Maintenance of a high level of immunization coverage (at least
90 per cent of children under one year of age by the year 2000) against
diphtheria, perrussis, tetanus, measles, poliomyelitis, ruberculosis and
against tetanus for women of child-bearing age;

v) Reduction by 50 per cent in the deaths due to diarrhoea in
children under the age of five years and 25 per cent reduction in the
diarrhoea incidence rate;

vi) Reduction by one third in the deaths due to acute respiratory
infections in children under five years.

D. Water and Sanitation
i) Universal access to safe drinking water;

ii) Universal access to sanitary means of excreta disposal;

iii) Elimination of guinea-worm disease (dracunculiasis) by the year
2000.

E. Basic education
i) Expansion of early childhood development activities, including
appropriate low-cost farnily- and community-based interventions;

ii) Universal access to basic education, and achievement of primary
education by at least 80 per cent of primary school-age children
through formal schooling or non-formal education of comparable
learning standard, with emphasis on reducing the current disparities
between boys and girls;

iii) Reduction of the adult illiteracy rate (the appropriate age group
to be determined in each country) to at least half its 1990 level, with
emphasis on female literacy;

iv) Increased acquisition by individuals and families of the knowl­
edge, skills and values required for better living, made available
through all educational channels, including the mass media, other
forms of modern and traditional communication and social action,
with effectiveness measured in terms of behavioural change.

F. Children in difficult circumstances
Provide improved protection of children in especially difficult circum­
stances and tackle the root causes leading to such situations.
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PREAMBLE

1M &uts r........ '" IJw JWt$t>U e.-.e..,...
~ !hal, in aa:ordmce wilh 1M principb proc:Wttle<l in 1M
O>aro:t of the Uniled Naiom.,~ of 1M irIhe=ll dianir:y and of
the equal and inalimIIblc richts of aD membcn of Ih~ human family ;' the
foUDdation of fm:doIn, i1utice and Jl"l'C' in the: .."Ol'ld,

&amw in ",indthat the: peoples oflhe Uniled Nation 5ha\"c , in lh~ Chan~r,

reaffirmed t/w:ir faith in funda mental human rights and in the di(p'lir:y and
worth oflht: human person, and hll\"e ooermincd to promote l ocial p rogress
and ben er IWldardJ of ijfe in lafger frt:t:dom,

RtcOgIfizi"6 thai thc United N. tions bu, in tht: Uni\"t:rW DcdaTlition of
Human Rights and in the lnlmllltional COll\"etlanlll on Human RiJltIll,
procbimt:d and~ lbat c\'t:ryont: ;" cntitkd 10 all the: righlll and
frttdoms St:I. fonh lht:rcin, without di5tint:tio n of any kind, 5uch as race,
a>Iour , sa,~, rrliclon. poliDcal or ot:ht::r opinion, national Of IOciaI
origin, proputy, birth or other I U lUl,

RLaJJJUw ahat, In 1M Uni'm'1aI [)edaralioQ of Human Ri&h1S, the U nitt:<!
Natioas ~ prodaimed thai childhood is a1titkd to spmaI an: and.......,..,
~ that 1M l'amiJ.y, .. the fl"wb"""llal group <II oodcty and the
natural aMronmml for th<:~ and -a b ". of IIll ib; membc:n and
putir;ubrly dtildml., .tIould be afforded th<: r"" ' )' p...ncb mel
asisu.'""lO< KI dlal it an fuIy -.ant: ill iupc:c....OIjrjo-s 'Iridlin the cornmuniIy,

~ that the dtiId, for the li.tII and hannoniouI dc.dopillCi,1 of bis
or her pc::nooaIity, ahauId pow up in a family c:nviromDmt, m an
a~ of IuppiIICII,~ mel undt:ntandirJg,

~ that 1M chikl ohouId be fuiy prq>araI 101M an iadividuallifc
in society, and brou&ht up in the 'Pirit of the ideals prodalmed in 1M
O>aro:t of the Uniifli Nations, mel in particuJar iD the Ipirii of peace,
dignity, Iolcnnct:, fr=iom. equality and KIlidariry,

&ariI'I in ...u.d thar !he: need to extmd panicular an: iO !he: child hal been
ltaled in !he: Geneva Dmaration of the Ri&hts of the Otild of 1924 and in
the Dedar.ition of the Ri&htI of tht: Otild adopted 1»' the Gmmd .....sembl)·
on 20 NO\"CJJ\bt:r 1959 and~d in the Univ<:nal Dcdanltion of



Article 1

Am'cle 2
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Human RighlS, in 1M Inlernational Covenanl on Civil and Po~tical Rights
(in particular in anida 23 and 24), in the: httemational Co\=arn on
Ecooomic, Social and QlIturai RigItu (io puticuIar in lIl'Iide 10) and in the
statules and rel.evant insuumans ofs~ agencies and international
organizations concerned with the:wdfan: of cltiIdrm,

Bum'II/{ in mind that, as indicaled in the Declararkm of the Rights of Ihe
Child, ~the child , by reason of his physical and mental immaturity, n~ds
special safeguards and nrc, including appropriale lepI protection, before
as wclI as aftt!' birth",

R«tJJlill/{ the provisions of the Declar:>tion QJI Social and LegaI Principles
relating 10 the Protection and Welfare of Children, ",ith Special Reference
10 FOSler Placement and Adoption Nationally and Internationally; lhe
U niled Nations Smndard Minimum Rules for the Adminisuation of
Juvenile Justice (The Bciiing Rules); and the Decbration QJI the Prolection
of Women and Children in Emergency and Armed Conflict,

R<eog7fizillt that, in all countries in the WQrld, t1Krc are children living in
o:ccptionally difflcult co nditions, and that such children need special
oonsidmuion,

'/ 'aking~ ao€OWl/ of the lmportance of the: uaditioos and CIlltunll values of
eDCh people for the pMectixt aM hannmious dc>.'dopmtrll of ee child,

R<etJgttizill/{ the importroCC of inlemation.al co-<.>peration for improving the
~ving conditions ofchildn:n in every country, in particular in the developing--
PART I
For the purpose!! of Ihe pl'CKll1 Conve ntion, a child means every human
being below the~ of eighl~n years unless, under the law app~cable to
!he child, majority is attained earlier.

I. Stales Parnes shaU respect and ensure the rights SC1 fOM in the presrnl
Convention to each child ",ilhin their jurisd;ctiQJI wilhoul discrimination of
an y kind , irrespective of the child's or his or he r pan:nt's or legal guardian's
race, colour, sex, language, rdigion, political Or miter opinion, n.otion.al,
ethnic Or social origin, property, disability, birth or other status.

2 . Stales Parties shall take an ap propriate measures to ensure that the
child is protected againsl all fonns of disctiminlItion or purushment on the
basis of the status, activities, expressed opinions , or be~cfs of the dl~d's

parents, legal guardians, or family mcmben.
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Article J I. In all actions concerning cbudren, whether undmaken by public {)l"

private 5<>cia1 wdfue institutions, <:'I,IUI'tS of law, adminiocrativt aumoritia
or ltgis.lativt bodks., 1M: 001 imtrolS of me ehild .ha1I be a pritmry
consideration .

2, States Parties undertake to ensure the ehild sueh protecion lJ\d~
as is necessary for hi. or h.,. weU--b:ing, Wing inlO account th<: rights and
dutia of his or her parents , legal guardians, Ol" other individuals legally
rcspOIlSible for him or her, and, to this end, shall take all appropriate
kgi.lativt and adminislJ'lltive mca8ures.

3. St:lICS Parties shall ensure Wt me iJlStirutions, services and facilities
l'C!Iponsiblc for the can: or pmtecion of children shaU conform wiIh the
standards estab~mtd by competent AUthorities., particularly in the IIttas of
safety, hcalm, in the numbcr and suit:lbility of thei r staff, IS wcll a.
competent supervision.

Article 4 StaleS Parti es shall undtrtakt all appropriate legislati\'C, admini!lrao..'C, and
other measures for me implementation of lht righlJ r«ogniztd in the
present Convention. With~ to ~nomic, 5<>cia1and cullUral nghlll,
States Parties shall undcrtakt such measures to me maximum t lnrnt of
thcir available mourees and, where needed, within the frame\\'on:. of
international co-operation.

Article 5 States Partits shall l'CSpec1me responsibilities, righlll and duties of I"'ren\:l
or, wilen: applicable, the mcmbcn of me extrndtd famil}' or community
as pmvidtd for by local custom, legal guardians or other persons legally
responsible for the ehild, to provide, in a manner consistent wim the
evolving capacities of the child, App ropriate direction and guidance in the
a:trcisc by the ehild (If 1M: righlS m;ognizc4 in the present Conv<:noon.

Article 6

Article 7

1. St:ltCS Parties recognize that every child has the inhe",m righl 10 life.

2. StateS Patties shall ensure to the maximum extent possible \he surviwl
and d(:\·t!opmrnt of the child.

1. The child shall be registered im mroi:mly after birth aoo shall have
the right from biM to a lIlllDC, the right to acquire a nationality and, as far
as possible , the right to know And be: can:d for by his or her paren ts.

2. Sta tes Pa rtics sh.alI ensure the implc:mcntation of these rights in
ACCOrdance with their nationAl law and thei r obligations under the relC\'lnt
interna tional instrUmrnll in this fidd, in particular "'lien: the ehild wou ld
otherwi5C be statclc$s.
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Artick 9

Article 10

o.:ON\'Il!'lTIO'l 0/'/ T il" 1I1"IlT~ 01' T il II vurt n

I. States Parties under tase to respect the right of the: child to preserve
his Or her identity, including n,ationalit)·, nam<: and familY relatiOf1$ as
rec<Jgrl;,;ed by law "'ithoul unlawful inlerference.

2. Where a cMd i. ~lcgaIly deprived of rome or all of Ihe dcmcnu of
his or he r identity, States Parties shall provide appropriate assi~lllJlec and
prolection, with a \icw to .peedily rc-cstablishing hi. Or her identity.

1. Stales Parties shall ensure WI a child shall nol be separated from his
or he r pal't'nu agains' Ihcir "'ill, exc"))l when compelenl authorilics .ubject
to iudicia1 review determine, in accordancc with appliCllb1c la"" and
procedures, WI . uch 5q)11.ralion ,. noccuary for Ihc best interests of !he
child. Such delcnnination may be ncCCS$lll)' in a particular case such u
nne involving abuse or neglect of the child by the parents, 01 one where
the: parcnlS arc li'ina: separatdy and a deci.iofI mu. ! be made as 10 the
child'. place of residence.

2. In any proceedings. punuant to par:>gnph 1 of me prncnl article, all
interested panics shall Dc IP\'Cn an oppornmity to particip;lte in the
procecding$ and Jrulkc the ir~ known,

3. S lales PaniCll shall rupcct the righl of the child who isseparated from
one Or OOm p;lr<:nts to maintain p...., sonal relations and dirccl conlaCl wilh
both patCI1ts on a~ basil;, excepl if il is contmy to the child's best
inlCfCSts .

4. Where such se pa ration results from an)' action initialed by a Stale
Party , such as Ihc delention, impriwnmem, exile , dcpornllion or death
(including dam arising from any ca use while !he person is in me mlody
of me Sta te) of one or bam parents or of the: child, wt Stale Part)' .hall,
upon request, provide the pal't'nts, the ehild or, if appropriate , anoIher
membe r of the famny with m e essential information conCfflling me
whereaboulS of me absent mcmber(l) of me fam.ily unless thc: provision of
me information would be detrimental tc \he wen-being of me child. States
Parties shall furth er ensure WI the submission of such a request shall of
ilSClf entail no adverse COlI!IC<Iucnccs for Ibc pcrson(s) cono:mcd.

l. In accordance wilh the obligation of SUlld l'm'tic:s under anicle 9,
patl8l"'Ph I , applications by a ch~d 01 hi' 01 her parents to enter or leave
a Stale I'llrty fOl the purpose of farnil )' reunification shall be dealt with by
Slates Parties in a poaiti~, hwnane and expeditiou s manner. St atd Parties
siUIlJ further ensure that the , ubmission of such a reques, shall ema~ no
adverse cousequcncea for the applicants an d for !he mcmOel'!l of their
rarnil~..

2. A child whose pa rents reside in different Slates shaU ha~!he righl to
mainlain on a regular basi", sa,,, in exccpli<>nal ciJ"l:ulJ\Stancc:s pe rsonal
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relations aod~t contactS wim both parents. T owards mal end and in
lI<:Cordance. with me. obligation of Sillies P2rtics und<'T arock 9, paragraph
I , SIll'tt Parties $haU respect the righ, of \he child aod his Of her parents
!O leave aoy counlr)', includin g me.ir own, and to en,er We.iT own ,,,,,.mlr)'.
The right to leave any ccantry lbaU be subject only to such restrictions as
arc prescnbed hy law and which = neceuary !O protcCl the national
securily, puhlic order (tmin: publi(j, puh~c health or moral s or the rights
and fTttdoms of othe~ and are consisrelll ...ith me omc:r rights r«ognizcd
in the prcscn' Convcotion.

Article 11 l. StalCS Parties shall lake measures 10 combal the iIIiei, 1r1msfer and
non-return of children abroad.

2. To th is end, Sta<cs Pani cs shall promore Ihe conclusion of bila,eral
or multilatrrnl~ments or accession to uisting agreements.

Artick 12 l. States Partie!: shall aSSIm 10 the child who is capable offorming his
or her own ,ic ws We. righl 10 e xpress !hose viewJ freel)' in aU manen
affec:tin.g mc child, the views of me dtild being gi"en due ~ight in
acconlallCl: ...ith the age and maturity of the child.

2. For Ihis purpose, the child sh.olI in particular be provided me.
oppwtuItity to be heard in any judicial and administra tive proeccdings
affccting the clJ>ld, clther dim:tly, or through a rcprcsentati'"e Of an
appropriate body, in a malln er oonsistent with the procedural ruks of
national law.

Amek 13

Article 14

l. The child shall ha"e me right to freedom of cxpmsion; this right shall
include freedom 10 seck, reeci,"<: and impart infonruttion and ideas of aU
kinds , regardless of frontien, clUter orally, itt writing or itt print. in the form
of art, or through an}' other media of the child', cho ice.

2. The exen;isc of Ibis right may be subject 10 <:crtllin restrictio ns, b.n
thc5e shall only be such lfS = provided by law and are necessary:

a) For respect of Ute. rights or reputations of others; or

b} For \he protection of national security or of pliblic order (urdro
p"bJi4, Or of public health or morals.

I , Sta<cs Parties shall rcspccllhe righ , of thc child to freedom of thought,
consciCtlce and rdiglon .

2. SUltes Parties man l'C$pectWe. rights and duties of Ute parents and ,
w""n applicable. legal guardians, to pro,ide direction 10 the child in the

"
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ex<:fciK of his Or hcr right in a manner COl\$;SICm wilh lh~ evolving
capacities of W cltikl.

3. Freedom 10manifestone's religion or !:did. mal' ~ subject only to $\1m
limitationsas arc prescribed by b w and an: nccas:uy 10 protect public safety,
order, bcaJthor morals, or the fundamcmal rights and rn-rooms of othc:15.

Article 15 1. SUllO Parties recognize m., righ!ll of the child to freedom of a$SOCiarion
and 10 fINdom of pr:acdul assembly.

2. No restrictions may be placW on the exercise: of!hC5<' rights oihcr
than those imposed in conformity with W Law and which an: necessary in
a democratic lIOCiety in the interests of national secwity or puhlk safety,
public order ((>n/.., pub/ie), the protection of pu blic health or m orals or the
protection of the rights and frc:cloms of others.

"
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on h.is Of her honour and reputation.

2. The child has me right 10 m., prot<'Clion of ce law apinsl such
interference Or atlllcks.

Article 17 Stales Parties reoogniu me imponam function pe:rformcd by the 1IllI!I'
media and shaU ensureW I thc childhasaccess to information and material
from a diversity o f national and inu:mational SOUI"CeS, especially these aimed
at !he promotion of his or her so<::ial, spiritual and monl wdI-bdng and
physical and mental health. To this end, Stl!C:S Parties shall:

I) EnOOllr'llge the mas. mclil to disseminale information an d
material of 5QCial and cultural bendil to 1M chiJd and in accordance
with the spiril of article 29;

b) Encourage imemational C<>-OJlC"lltion in the production, ex_
change an d diSStmina tion of such information and matcrial from I
di~ersity of cultutal, national &lld intcmationaJ sources;

c} Eru;ou rage!he prod uction and diuemination of chiJdren'. books.;

d) Enc:ourage the mass media 10 have particular regard to the
linguistic needs of the child who be longs 10 I minority group or who
is indigenouS;

e) EllOOUrBgC the development of appropriall: guidcline$ for the
protection of the child from information and maltria! injurious 10 his
or her wdI-bcing, bearing in mind the pl'O"i$ions of artides 13 and 18.
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Article 18

Article 19

Article 20

I. Stales Parties shall use their best efforts to ensure reoognition of the
principle that both parents have commOn responsibilities for the upbringing
and de\~Jopment of the child. Parents or, as the case may be, legal
guardians, ha,,, the primary responsibility for the: upbringinll and develop­
ment of the cltild. n.. best inter<:sts of the child will be their basic concern.

2. For the: pUlJ'O"le of llU3ran1eeing and promoting the: rights set forth in
the present Com"ntion, States Parries shaD rend.... approp riate assistance
to paullts and leg1l! guardians in the perfOl'D1.llI\Ce of their child-rearitta
respoltSibilities and shall ensure the development of institutions, facilities
and services for the C2J'e of children.

3. Sillies Parties sltall tal«: all appropriate measures 10 ensure: that
children ofworking pa~ts have the right 10 benefit from child~ services
and facilities for which they are eligible.

I. States JWties sltaII rake all appropria te legislative, admininrati\~, oociaI
and educational measures In protect the child from all fwms ofph~ or
II"Itlltal vioIt:not, injury or abuse, otgIect or negligem trelItmtrn, maltreatment
or exploitation, illctuding Jexml abu$e, while in the care of paunt(s), legal
guardian (s) or any other person who has the care: of the chnd.

2. Such protective mC'aSurt3 should, as appropriate, include effective
procedu res for the establishment ofoociaI prcgramrrses to provide necessary
support for the child and for those who have the cart of the child, as well
as for other forms of pWiention and for idcntificlIlion, reporting, re:ferral ,
inYe$tigation, treatment and follow-up of instances of child malueaunem
described htIC1ofore:, and, al appropriate, for judicial involvement.

1. A child temporarily or permanently deprived of his or her family
environment, or in whose own best interests cannot be aUowed to remain
in that environment, shall be entitled 10 JpeciaI protcetion and assistance
provided by the Slate.

2. State. Parties shall in accordance with their national laws tltSure:
alternative care for such a child.

3. Such care could include, inuralia, foster placement, It<J/Q/M of Islamic
law, adoption or if oecesJary placement in suitable iNtillloollS (or the care
of children. When comidering soIuDOII$, due rqard shaD be pald to the
dcsir:ability of continuity in a child's upbringing and 10 the child's ethnic,
religious, cultural and linguistic hacqround.
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Article 21

Article 22

StlIlO:S Plllties that recognize and/or pennit the syslo:m of adoption shall
ensun: thaI tho best interestsof !he child shall be: the puamoum oonsidcnItiorl
and thoy sIIll!:

a) Ensun:: tha t tho adoption of a ehild is authorized only by
comP<'lenl authorities .....he determine, in accordance with applicable
law and procedum; and on !he basis of all ~nl and n::liable
information, that !he adop tion is pcnnissiblc in view of the ehild"s
stalUS coneeming pan:nlS, rclati,·cs and legal guardians and that, if
required, the pers ons o:oneemed ha"e givcn their informed o:onsemlo
the adoption on the hasis of weh eoun8<'lling as may be: n=ry;

b) Recognize that inter-country adoption may be: eonside=lllS an
allernative mearu of child"s care, if the child o:aMot be: placed in a
foster or an adoptive family or Clnnot in any suitable manncr be: <:are<!
for in the clUId', l:OIJntry of origin;

(e) Ensure thai the child =moo by mler-countty adoption enjoys
safeguards and slandardll equivalenl 10 those existing in the CIt"" of
!l!!00n--!!! ad'.!p!i<.>n;

d) Take aU appropriate measures 10 ensure that, in inter-country
adoption, the plaeo:menl does nol mult in improper ftnaneial gain for
those invoh..:d in il;

e) Promote, when: appropriate, tbc 0~"C$ofthc presem ankle
by concluding bilatcril or multilale",1 arrangements or agreements,
and endeavour, within this fnlJlte.....or lr., 10 ensure that the placement
of the dtild in another country is carried OUI by o:ontpctenl authorities
or """,.

I . Stiles Panieos shall rn., appropriale mea,urell 10 ell5UI<: that a child
who is 5edcing refugee stan.s Or who is considered a refug",- in acro:rdance
with applicable international or domestie law and procedures sh.all,whether
unaccompanied or acco mpanied by his or h<:r parents or by any other
person, m:ei,'l' appropriate protection and hUiruinitarian assistance in the
enjoymenl of applicable rights set forth in the present Convention and in
other international human rightsOr humanimrian instruments to which the
said Slates arc Parti....

2. For this purpose, Stales Parties shall pro"ide, as they consider
appropri.le, cO-Opml.oon in any cfforlS by the Uniled Nations and other
eomperem inlCfiovemmcnt.al org:mizations or non-governmental organi2_
alions l:O-Opml.!ing ",illl the United Nations 10 protect and .ssist oud! a
dtild and to Ira"" the parents or other membe:rs of the family ofany refugee
child in order to obtain information necessary for reunification with his or
her family. In cases when:: no parents or other membe:rs of the family can
be: found, the child shall be: accord ed the same protection as any other child
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pcormananly or ,emporarily deprived of hi. or htr family e",ironment for
any reason , lIS SCI forth in !he present Con""mion .

Article 23 t. States Parties rccognizt that a mcnta.lly or physically disa'olc:d child
should enjoy a full and decent ~fe, in conditions which ensure dignity,
promott sdf-reliance and flCililllte: lhe ch ild·s active particiJntion in !he
oornmunity.

2. $lIt"" Pani"" rccognizt the right of ihe disabled chUd 10 sptcia.l ""'"
and shall en<:oUf1lle and ensure !he extension• •ubject to a,·aiIable~rces,

(0 the c:ligiblt child and those respnnsib!t for his or htr care, of assistance
for which application is made and which is appropriate to the chUd'.
rendition and 10 the cin:umswteeS of the parents or others caring for the
child .

3. Recognizing the special oeecs of a disabled child, aMisWlCC exttnde:<!
in accordancc with paf1lgTllph 2 of the present article shill be provided free
ofcharge, whmevcr pn,\Sible, mking into IICCOUI1t the financial resoutcc. of
lhe pereus or othen caring for the child, and shall be: designed to ensure
that the WsabIcd child h.as effective llCCC5/I to llnd recei\Ies education, tr.tining,
health an: services, rcllabilitation services, prepan.1ion for em ployment and
recreation oppo m.mities in a mann<:r conducive 10 the child', achieving the
fulIesl possible social inregra tion and individual d....dopmenl, indudina; his
Of her cultural and spirirual d....clopmellt.

4 . Slates Pani"" shall promott, in lhe spirit of international c<K>peration,
lhe exchange of approp riatt infmmation in the f"'k! of prevrnti"e health
care and of medical, psychological and functional treatment of d isable:<!
childre!t, including dissemination of and access to infornlluion concerning
methods of rehabilitation , education and vocational services, wirlt rlte aim
of enabling StateS PartX::s 10 improve their capabUiti"" and skills and to
widl'1l their experience in these an:as. In this regard, particular account
shall be taken of the n=:ls of developing countries.

Article 24 I . Stales Parties recognize the righl of !he child 10 the enjojlmem of 1hc
high""l anainaNe standard of health aod to facilities for the tn:atmeot of
iUness and rcllabilillllion of health. SllItes Parties shall strive to ensure thaI
no child is deprive:<! of his or her righl of access 10such ~o.Ith care scrvi<:cs.

2. Stales Panies shall pursue run implemematioo of this right and, in
particular, sh.alllllkc appropriate mC8.ures;

a) To diminish infanl and child morr:a1jty;

b) T o ensure the provi'iion of necessary mcd.icaJ assis~ and
health care 10 III ~hildn:n ",~th anphu " on the development of
primary heallh care;
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c) To o:ornba disaM: ud malnutrition,indndjnc..rtbin the fnme,.
work of prinwy health ate, lhJou«h. iIoI<P ...... the Ipptietrim of
readily IftiIIbk ia:hnoIo:cY md tIJrw&h tbe prI)'riUon 01~~
DIIlI'ici<Q f<:lOl!f ud deIn. drinkinc·....ttt, t:Ikinc into~
tb= dInatn ud riIb of err.'i,W1nXlIDI poIuticn;

d) To enso= Ippioprilte ~lWII1ud pwr..ra1:lllhcIlth <;Itt far
u....ben;

e) To ensure dw III '"¥'....Ol! of society, in parOOaIu~ IlIld
c:ItiJdrm, 11K informed, haV!: IQX5S 10 afI ......rim IlllIIte~
in Ihe use or buic: knowIcd&e or dWd he:aldt ud I1\Itritioft, !hoe
IlMnll&CS of brcasl· feedinc. b)1Peoc and cnviroommtll llnilltion
and Ihe~Doo of IOcidmtJi

o To da"dop pre'o'mtM health csre, guidaocc: for pamttJ and
flllOily pllnning edua.tion and services.

3. Stain Partin altaII tIkc: ID effective and appropriau: I'11CU\ll'tll with I
view 10 abolishi ng lrIditiona l practices prejudici.alto lhe hell lh orchUdren.

4. Silica Partit:s undertake 10 promou: and encourage imcmatiooal
co-<lpenltion with I view 10 ac:hiC'Vinll progr~niV!:ly the full rulization or
the: right m:ocniKd in the present 27ti<.;1e. In thisreprd, particular lICCOUol
shall be taken of tbe I1t'C'Cb or~loping counuie.

Article 25 States PmicI =osniu !he: ri$ltt of I dIiId who has been plac:ed by !he:
mm~cnl IUll>oritic:s for tbe purposes of care, prt>(tCtioo or tre:atrnmt of
his or her physical ar mcntaI haltIt, 10 I ~iodic tcview at tbe tmIune:m:
provided I<> tb= dJild and ad other an:mIKtII"""" rdcYInt to his or bcr
...........L

Article 26 I. Sa.... Pvti5 shalIIKC'i ' ,. far e>'ttY dJiId the riahll<> beadiI &om
soc.iII xwrily, indudirc soc:ilIl insurance, ad 5halI tIkc: tb= 1X'Ca5afJ'
DlCII1IttS I<> IICltieV!: tb= fuJI .....tmrim of this rigIn in ........dana: 'Irith lhc:ir
Ollionllllrw.

2. l1le bmefM ahouId, wb= lJ'PI~ be cnnted, tabl& inIo
:ICCOWl1 the lftOlll'aS and !he circumswJoes oftboe dJild md pa_ harine
.tspOCiiibility for tbe malnleo&Dce or tbe dIiId, II "''dI II any other
c:uWden.tioa I"dt;.-anl 10 In application (or bcDcfi.. made: by or on behalf
of tbe dliId.

Artick27 1. Slltca Panics =ognizc thr: riaht of every child 10a SWldard of living
1dcquIU: fot thr: child's physK:al, men1ll, spiritual, monl and tocial
de\'clopmem.
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2. The pucnl(s) or others lespomiblle for the child haVE the primary
~ to sa:un, widlin Ih£ir -hffirit:s and fina....' '.+ jr' , !be
.....iditia.. of Iioo-q Ib "). lOr !be chid'llk'odJpaw..m.

J . Sala~ i:D IClXlrlIanC£ with naticmal ,,·w.";'-.. and wilhin their
~ IhaII lake .......opow meuura to aUsI pmu>III and lIlhcn
, IO"'- ..ibk for ee child 10 implcnlCilt Ibis righI: and IhaII in _ of tlftd
ptO'o'ide !IlIfaiaI assn..".". and wpport~~ with
rqard to nll1lition, dothin& and ho&.r5in&.

4 . StllQ Parries shall lake IlII appropriau: measun:s 10KC\Itt tile rtCOV!:fJ
of main~ for tile child from th£ pamtts or oeee pcnom havin&
financial~ty f« the child, bod> wiIhin. tbc Stau: Party and f......
abroad. In~r, wh£rc: th£ penon tulving Iinancialrapomibiily for
the child Iiva in • Sta te differenl from that of the child, Stau:s Partin shall
prornot£ th£ aro:ssionto intemational agnanmts Ol: the rondusion of ludl
ag=:mcnts, ill wc:U as th£ makini of other appropriale~1I.

Article 28 I. Stal es Parties ~nil:e the righ l of the child 10 education, and with
a view 10 achieving this righ l progt'Ct,; vcly and on the bas.. of equal
oppommiry, thc}' 1halI, in particular.

a) Mah: primary cd1.u.:ation compulsory and available free 10 III;

b) ~ the dcvdopmcnl of diffemn forms of 1oCCOndal'y
education, indudina gmcral and \'oclI:ional education, ltlIkc them
availabk and acceaibk 10 C\'CI)' child, and lake .pptoplWle mcasurea
such as the inlrOduaion of free education aDd offmnc fmanc:ial
assistanfx in case: of nttd;

e) Abkc hi&f>er fducation VO"'"'Ne to all 00 the bois of capacily
by every ......up-~

d) Make educlDonaI and \"OCItional monnation and JUidarw;'c
aniIabk and........a.lc 10 aD. dlildrom;

2. StaIC$ Parries ahalIlake aD app!upwe IIlCUW£S t<:I~ lha l lCbocll
discipli:IlC is adminis1craJ in ........... oonsiItmt with the dWd'. human
digniI:y and in cooformity with the pracm ConV£lltion.

J . Stales Partic:llhaD. promou: aDd e:rocnurage il:nernational co-opmItion
in mancn rdatinc 10 fducation, in parOOIIar with • view t<:I conln'butinc
10 th£ cIirnlnation of ipgnnce and iDiu:rac:y throughoul the worid and
facilimtinc KT:eslI 10 KimtifK: and technical bIowIcdgc and modem
teaching rncthodI. In thi. rrprd, particul:ar aco;ouDl shall """ taUn of the
needs of developing CO\l{\uie:t,
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ArUck29 I. Swe ParUsIIlU 1llllI dll: ""' ..........~ dll: dIid stili be: diitx:tu:I m:

. ) 1b: dt.dopuw:nl 0( me, child's~, WenD and mm1lll
and pbysic:tl abihrieo 10 tbeit fuIksI: polCDlial;

b) 1b: dt>dop:tdli of~ fOf huma:n n,nD and fundameDtIi
nud",m" aDd foc lbr: pt iillc4:L cmhrilxd in lbr:Owtcr of lbr: United
Nslions;

c) 1be dc"odopo_1 of~ foc lbr: child', pan:tl1S, his oc bet
010"11 cullW"lll idtntity, lanauaee and wlucs, for lIM: naDonal >'aIueI of
lbr: country in "tuch lbc c:hiId is IiYifI&, ee COUDU)' from wbidl he ce
Jhc m..y originatt, and foc civilizatiom diffcren' from hi! or ha- ...."11;

d) 1be prq>aration of lbc child for responsibk life in • flft 1Ocicty,
in the spirit of Wldcntanding, peace, lolcrvIcc, cqualit)· of ICXCI, and
friendship amone all peop!ClI,~ naOOrW and religious erouPJ
and pcl'lOtU of indigcnOUI origin;

2. No pari of the P~I article Or article 28 shaD be: construed so as 10
inlm....., with thc: Uberty of individuals and bodit:J 10 ClItablish .nd din:C1
educational institutions, iubj«t IIiways 10 lbc observance of the principlcl
set forth in plla&flph t of lbr:p~1 article and to lbr: Kquimncnu thaI
lbr: education giwn in such instirutions shall axtfonn to sucIt minimum
#Zndard:s as may be laid down by Ittc Stale_

Artick 30 In lhooc SIaIQ in wbich rthnoc. fdieious tmguistic rninoritios oc pt'rI(InI

of indi&u1OUS origin exist, a dtid be.· ., 10 wch. miDorily or who is
WdiacDUUI JhaIl no! be denied lbr: fiIhl, in cunmunify with odsc:r mcmbcn
ofbis .... hct Jl'OUP, 10cn;oy 1tiJ ....btt OIO"IIculn=, to pm(eu and pt.cioc
his or hct own ICIiPJn, or 10UK his or her O'O\'D~

Article 31 I. Swe:s Panics retVjpliz:c ihc riIht of tbc dtid to rc$ and lciJulc. 10
cnpec in play and ,meationa!....m'itiQ "W'Oj)ii _ to lbr: .,., oflbr: chid
mel to panil::q.le fru:ly in cuItwallife and tbc am.

2. Swn Pu6cs shall I'QpccI and ptlhi""" ee ri&hl of tbc child 10
parUcq.le fully in cultunll and anistic lifeand JhaIl~ me, Pf'O"i$ion
ofappioptiatc and cq\lIJ opport\lIIitics for cultunl, anislk, recreational and
~....m-ity.

Article 32 t . SlalCl PvticI rccogniu thc: ri&hl of th<: child 10 be proIeCled from
economic exploilation and from performing any work. that is likely 10 be



Article 33

Article 34
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hazardous or 10 interfcn: "ith the child's education, or to be: harmful to the
child's hcalth Or ph~'Sical, mental, spiritual , moral or social deveJopmenL

2. States parties shall take lc:gis,,"m~, administram.e, social and educa­
tional measures to ensure the implementation of the present article. To
this end, and haviog regard to the relevant provisions ofoIhcr international
instruments, StatCS I'2rtics shall in ""rticular:

a) Provide for a minimum age or minimum I4lcs for admiss.ion to
employment;

bl Provide for appropriate rcguIation of the hoors and renditions
of employment;

e) Provide for appropria te penalties Or other sanctions to ensure
the dfcetive cnfor«rnent of the J'=Cnt article .

Sta tes Parti es shaD take: all appropriale measures, including legislative,
administrative, social and educational measures, to p rotect children from
thc illicit usc: of narcotic drugs and psychorropic substances as dd"med in
the "'levant intcmotional treaties, and to prevent the use of child",n in the
illicit production and trafficking of such sub!ltan=.

States Parties undertake: to protect the ehild from all forms of sexual
Cl<ploltation and $CxWll abu".,. For these purposes, StateS Parties shall in
particular take all appropriate national, bilateral and multilateral mCllsurcs
to prevenc

a) The inducement Of coercion ofa child to mgl4le in any unlawful
JCxual activity;

b) The exploitative usc: ofehiJdn:n in prostitution or othcTunlawful
sexual practices;

c) 'Iltc exploitative use of children in pomogn.phie performllJ>CCS
and materials .

Article 3 5 States Parties shall take aU appropriate national, bilincral and multilateral
mCWIura to prevent thc abduction of, the sale of or traffie in children for
any purpose or in any form.

Article 36 Sta tes Parties shall protect the child against all ether forms of exploita tion
prejudicial 10 any asp«U of the ehild'. welfare.
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Article 3 7

Article 38

SIlltes P1Iltic:s shall ensure that

a) No cltild shall be subjeaed to torture or other crue~ inhuman
or degrading treatment or punishment. Neither capiCll punishment
nor life imprisonment without possibility of ..,leas<: shall be imposed
for ofTell<:<.'S commincd by pcrwns below eiglllecn yean of age;

b) No chiJd shall be deprived of his or h<:r liberty unlawfully Or
arbitrarily. "fit<, a=st, detention Or imprisonment of a child shall be
in conformity with the law and shall be used only as ame~ of last
relOlt and for th e shoftrst appropriale period of time;

c) E\"a')' dlild dcpri,·cd of liberty shall be treated with humallity
and re5pcct for the ~nt dignity of the human person, and in a
manner which takes mlO a<:mUllt the needs of pc:rsom of his or her
~. hi panicuJar, e'"Cfl' child dep ri"ed of liberty sha1I be &cparatcd
from adults unksi it ii co nsidered in the chUd's best intCt'C!lt not to
do SO and sha1I Iulve the righl to maintain oonllet with hi. or her
family t:hrou~hmm:;poo!k~ and vi~i~ ~Ye in excepnceer ~_"!:'..!.'!1­
StllllCCS;

d) EY<:ry child dcpri\'ed of hi. or her Iibc:rly shall have the righ t to
prompt aa:css to legal and Olhcr appropriate asJis tllllce, as ~D as the
rigltt to challenge the I~ty of 1M <lcprivation of his or her uberty
before a court or other co mpet ent, independent an d impaniaJ auth­
ority, and to a prompt decision 01'1 any such actiott .

I. Siltes Parti... un dertake to respect and 10 ensure respect for rules of
international humanitarian law applicable to them in umcd eonflictS which
are rclevant 10 the child.

2. SllteS Parties shall take all fCllSible mcasul"'ll 10 en sure that pcnons
who have nol attained the ~ of ftfte:ett yean do not take: a dirttt pan in
hostilities.

3. StalCS Panies shall refrain from rttrUiting any penon who has not
anaincd thc~ of ftflecn yu rs intOtheir anned forcr:s. In recruiting among
those p<'l"SOns who haY<: anaincd the age of fdtttO } "eln but who have not
allained the age of eighteen years, States Panics shall endc:llvour to giY<:
priority to those: wh o arc oldest.

4. In accordance with their obligations under international hwnanitarian
law 10 protect the civilian population in armed conflicts, Stlta Parties shall
take aU feasiblem~urcs 10 ensure p rotection and care ofchikln:n who "'"
aff= ed by an armed <:nnflie!.
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Article 39 SlUtS Partits IhaII W,¢ IlII app:opriale mc:asuttS 10..01'......, ph)~ and
po.,' I . .. ..... n:aIlI'UJ aDd ..... lrinll:patimt oia child voaim of: my
form of~ expIoillllion, or dIuK; uxtun: or my odlcr form of crud,
irIhumm or dqradiq lJaUDml or p"nMmml; or umal CU>flic1s. Such
~ :md rrintqn.tioeI aNlllIIR pba: in m eoYimnmmt wbith fow::n
the bahh, sdf-rapea. mel dcniIJ of the chid.

Article 4D 1. Stllla Panic:lI~ tbe richt of C\"a)' dIild dqaI a. .mlKd 01.
ar~ lIS Mvln&~ tbe pmallavo' 10 be autro it! a tI'IIlU'Ia"
~ with the pr<:lUlOtioo o f the: child'. _ of di«nitY and worth.
wllich mworttS the: child', rt$pttt for the human l'ichts and fuodammtaI
frttdoms of omm. and wlIidI take.J no IC'COWIt tbe child", • and lllI'
desirability or prornotirlc the chiIcf, reiruegntion. and the child" assurnq.
wnsttueti", roIc: it! 1IOCXly.

2. To this end, and havine n:prd to the n:kvant provmoos of inlana­
tiooaI ina lrUrllents, StalLl ParOtI shall, in particul:ar, msure lhal:

a) No child shaU be anegro lIS, be I CCUlled of, Of RWiniud III
havin g infringed the JM'oal law by 1l:I5OJl of &<:IS or omi'lSioru tha I
Wert' not prohibilro by national or inlcrT\lItional Low I I the time lhey
,,'ere conunilled;

b) Every child a1IcFd lIS or accused of havin& infrin&ed the pmaI
law hu al !ail the folkrwina: guararn==

i) To be pmumed irl",,",U until JlI'O'=guiIl;y~ 10 law;

ii) To be iafOl'lDCd prompdy and dit=Iy of the charga; againsI mm
or ber, aDd. if apptop, iate , thmu&b his or her par..lI. (If kpI
auanfians, md 10 hal~ kpI or ceee appioplw asAstance in tIx
prqoaratioeI md preallatioel of hia (If bc:r defmoe;

iii) To Mn: dx: malH:f~ tritbclul dda)" by a axnpacm,
illrk~>de:rlland imp.niaI ..tbrny or judicia1 body it! a fair bearirl&
ac::cordin& to ......, .. Ibr: p n of IqaI or ClItl« 1ppI.....

. I _. and, unIas it ;. oamido::rN nor to be in the bcR intaaI 01
!be dIlld, in partinlIar, taI<inc into aco-mt his or her. (If ~lion,

hi5 or bet pumts or IqalIUIfdians;

iT) Nor 10 be compdIed to aM taUmony or 10 c:onfcsa JUih; to
mminr: (If bi.'" « .mined &<,h-cne " imesKI md to obcain the
pmicipation and oaminatiorl orwi~ 00 his (If her bchaI! UDlkr
o:ooditiort$ of equafuy;

v) Ifcorui<.kral '0ha""~ ehc: pcuaI law, fO Mv e thi5 ckciaiort
and any measures impoKd in~ them» revil:wcd by a
bighr:r oompctm" indqlaldml and impartial IUthool)' Ol' judkiaI
body Iccording 10 law;

"
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Article 41

ATticle42

Article 43
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,oj) T o have the free assistance of an interprelff if lhe ch ild cannot
unden\Alld or speak the language Used;

vii} To have IUs or IIer privacy fuUy respected at all Slages of the
pl'llCe<'dings.

3 . Slales Parties shaU seek 10 promote the ertablishmem of laws,
procrdwn, authorities and imtitutions speciflCll1ly app~cablc 10 children
aUqed as, accused of, or =ognizcd as ha,ing infringed the penal law, and,
in particular:

a) The eslllhlishmenl ofa minimum age belllW which children shall
be presumed net to have the capacity to infringe the penal law;

b) Whm<:'~r appropriale and desirable, measures for dealing with
such chil~n without~ to judicial p roca:ding, providing \hal
human righlS and legal safeguards are fuUy respected .

4. A variety of dispositions, such as car<:, guidance and supervision
orden; counselling; prol». lion; fosler care; education and "ocational training
prugnimmd ind orncr ailemauvcs tc imtiiuiion.ai care shajj 0., avaiiabk to
ensure that children are deall with in a manner ap proprialc 00 their
wcll-bcing and proportionate both 10 their cit<:umstanecs and the offcnct.

Nolhing in me prescra Convention shall affrct any provisions which are
more conducive 10 thc l'ClIo1Uatioo of thc righu of the child aod whid! may
be oontaimd ill;

a ) Thc law of a Stat e Party; Or

b) lntemalionallaw in fora: for thaI SUlle.

PART II

States l'arues ulldertake IC> make the principles and provisions of the
Convention widely known, by appropriate aod active means, to adults and
children alike.

l. For the purpose of clWllining the pTOgre$1l made by Stales Parties in
achieving the realization of the ob ligations undertaken in the prescnt
Con"muon, there shaU be cstab6shed a CommillCC on the Rights of we
Ch~d, which shall carry ou t the functions hcrcinaftrr provi ded.

I 2. "Ib.~ $I\all coosiSl of !('Tl experts of high II1OI1lI standing and
recognized competence in tho flCld 1;<lV<:r<:d by this COIwm tion. The mcmbcn
of the Conunince shaD be elected by SUiles Parries from among lhcir nalion:als
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and shaD serv~ in their personal apacity, considc:l1Ition being giv~n. lo

equitable gl'Ogl1lphica! disrribution, as wdl a, 10 th~ prir>cipailegal,ysl~""'.

3. n.e "",mbe", oflh~ Comminee shallbe clecred by S<=Cret balIol from
a list of persons 1\000lln.ned by S13lCS Parnes. Each S13I~ Party may
oomin:ll~ on~ pcrsol\ from among it! OWI\ nationals.

4. Th~ initial election 10 the Comminee shall be hcld no later than six
mooth, aflenlle date of the entry intO force of the presenl Convention and.
lhcrt'afler C'o'C1)' second year, At kan four months before !he date of each
election, the Sccrelary-GcI1mll of the United Nark',,, ahall addres . a lcner
to St'IlCS Parties in,iring them to submit their nominations within !Yo.., momhs .
TIv: ~'-Gencral sIIall subscqumdy prep= a list in alph.:lbctical onIcr
of aU persons th us oomirolled, indic::ll.utg SIllICl Parties which hav~

nominaled thtm, and WlI submit il to the States Parties to the prcs(:m
Convention.

5. n.e election . shall be held al meetings of States Parties convened by
the SccrcIllry-Gencnll at Uniled Na tions Hcallquanm. At those ~ngs,
for which ",..0 thirds ofStates Panies ah.alJ COnSlilllll' a quorom, the J><1'Ions
elected 10 the Committee sha1l be those who obt:Ain the l2rgesll\umber of
votes and an abwlUl~ majority of the vOlCS of lhe ",presentative! of States
Parties prese nl and ""ling.

6. The membcn of th~ Committee shall be e!«ted for a II'rm of four
yea", . They shan be e~8'b1c for re-election if renominated. The term of
five of lhe membcn elected at the firs! election shall expi", " the end of
"'.., years; immediately aflCf Ihe fU'Sl clc<:tioo , the names of these fi"e
members shall be chosen by lot by the Chairman of the meeting,

7. If a member of the Committee dies Or n:signs or dcclarca that for any
other cause lie or she can no longer perform the dutica of the Committee,
the Stale I'any which nominated the member shall appoull llTlOIher a pcn
from among it! nationals 10 serve the remainder of the term, sobjcct 10 the
Il.ppro>'3l of the Committee.

8. 1111' Committee shall establish its own rules of procedure.

9. The Committee shaII d"CI its officers for a pcriod of IW<l yean.

10. TIle meeting. of the Commine<: shall normally be: held al United
Nations Hudquarters or al any other convenient place as dcrermined by
the Commillec. TIle Comminee WlI normally meet annuaUy. '[lie
du ration of the mcctingll of the Committee shall be: delcnnir>cd, and
"'l'ie....-ed, if nc«sUTY, by a meeting of the StalCS Parties 10 the present
Convention, l ubjca to the approval of the Genera/Assembly.

11. ' Ill<: Sccrewy-Gcneral of the United Nations shall p rovide the
nc=ary staff and facilities for the effective pcrfonnanC<' of the functions
of the Commiucc under the pl'CS(';fll Convention.

"
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Article 44

Article 45

12. With the approval of the General Assem bly, the members of the
Comminee established under lhe present Con~ntion .halI receive emoI_
wtll:n l:$ (rom United. Nations rcsourc"'l 011 suctt terms llIld QlDditions at
the Assembly may dtcide.

I. Smtes Parti.. undertake to submit to the Committee, through the
Secretary -General of the United Nations, reports on the meu u"", they beve
adopted whieb give effect to the righ15 remgnized herrin and on the
progras made on the enjoymmt of those riglt15:

a) W ithin IWO }'eaJ"S of the entry into rcree of the Convention for
the Smte Party roncerned;

b) Thereafter every five yean.

2. ReportS made under the presen t article 5haIl indk2te: faClOI1 and
difficulties, if any, affecting the degree offulrillmeru ofthe oblillations under
the pleienl Con\"ention. Reporu ~hall also COntain $\Ifficient information
to provide th<: Cornmin"" with a comprehen.ive LUKlerstanding of the
implemen tation of the Convention in the country concerned.

3. A State Party whicb h:>3 submitted a comprehensive initial report to
thc Committee nc:cd not, in its .ubsequent reports submillCd in accordance
with paragl'llph 1 (b) of the present article, repeat basic information
previously provided.

4 . The Conunin"" may request from States Parties further information
reMnllO the implementation of the Convention.

5. The Comminee shall submit to the General Assembly, lltrougb the
Economic and Social Council, every two yean, reports on its activitic:s.

6. States Pa rties shaD mal<c the ir reports widely available to the pu bUc
in their own countric:s.

In order to foster the effective implementation of the Corw.,ntion and to
e~ international co-op:ration in the ftdd~ by the COlwmtion:

aJ The speciamed agencies, the United Naliom Childrt:n'~Fund,
and other United Nations organs shaU be entided to be: represenled
at the comidcl'lltion of the imp lementation of such provi$ions of the
present Convention as raU within thc scope of lltcir mandate:. The
Committee may invite the ,pecialized agencies, the United Nations
Children's Fund and other competent bodies a, it may cotUidcr
appropriate (0 provide expert advice on the impiemcntatioo of the
Convention in areas falling within the scope of their respective
mandates. The Cornminee may invite thes~ agencies, the
United Nations Children's Fund, and other United Nations organs to
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submit TtPO", on the: implementation llf thc: Convention in area s
falling within the scope of their activities;

b) The Comrnitt« shall uanSmil, U it may consider approp riate,
til !he specialized agencies, the U nited Nations CMdren'. Fund and
other rompelenl bodi~ any reports from States Parties !hal contain
• reqUCIlI, or indic ate a need, for technical advitt Or. ssistam:c, along
" i th the Committee's ooservaacns and sugg~tions, if IlIlY, on reese
requests or indications;

e) The Comminec may recommend til the (i(,JlI'nt1 AsS"mbly til
request me &crtu.ry-o..nera! to und<:rtake on ;u behalf . rod;.., on
specifIc issues relating to the righlS of the child;

d) 1k c...nm;nce may malo:: suggestions and gmeraI = mmendll­
lions based on information =ci\-ro p ursu:llli to articles44 and 45 of the
PlUml COlwmtion. Such suggestions and gcncnJ rccomrncndation
shall. be UllIISIlIi=:I to any State Party cooccmed and reportoxl to the
General Assembly, togeIhI:r with COJllfTl<:I1lS, if any, fran Stm: Parties..

PART ID

Article 46 The~1 Convention shall be open for tigna= by all Stat",.

Article 47 Tbe presem COIwcntion is subject to ratification, In$trnments of ",lifoca··
non shall be deposited with the $a=tary-G<:nenol of !he United Nations.

Article 48 The present Convention shaU mnain open for a=;oll by any State. The
imrrumcnlS of accession shall be deposited with the Scattuy-Gcncral of
the Uniled Natillnll .

Article 49 l. The prnent Con' ·ention sh.alI enler inlll fom: on the thiniWI day
foUo,,-ing Tht: date of deposit with the Secrctny-GeneraJ of m. United
Nations of m. w;entic:th instrument of ratiflCllOOn or lIoCa:ssion.

2. For eadl State "'tifying or au:eding10the Convention after the deposit
of the IWcn tie\h instrument of ratification or lICCeSSion, the Corwmtiort ,hall
e nter intO fo= on the thirtieth day after the deposit by sueh Stale of its
msmum:m of ratification or aecessioe.

Artic:k 50 1. An y State Party may propos<' an amendmem and flli: il with the
Se<:rewy-Genenl of the Uni~ Nations. The Se<:n:I3rY-GeneraI shall
thereupon communicate the pro posed amendment 10 States Parti"" with

•
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a requesl lhal lhey indicale whelher lhey favou r a conference of States
Parties for lhc purpose of considering an d V<,lUng uponlhe proposals. In
lh<: ""ent lItal, ....ithin four mon lhs from the da le of such communication,
at 1ea51 One lltird of lite Stat"" Partic:o favour such a conferroce, the
~tar)'-GeneraJ sItalJ convene the conference under llte auspicct of the
United Natio",. Any ammdmem adopted by a majority of StalCS Pa:rties
present and ,'Oling al the ceoreeoce sllaII be submitted 10 the General
Assembly for approval.

2. An amcndm enl adopled in accordance ....; lIt pantgt'llph 1oflhe presem
article shaU enter illlo force wl!<:n it has be<:n appn,vcd b}' the Gc~
Assembly of lite Uni led Nations and accepled by a two-lltirds ma jority of
Stales Parties.

3. Whcn an amend meru ellle rs into forn, it shan he binding on lhosc
Slales Parties which ha"c accepted it, other Stales Panks stiu being bound
by lhe provisions of lhe p~m Convention and an y earlier amendmco'"
which they have accepted.

Articie st 1. The Secn'lary_~eral of the United Nations shaU receive and
circulatc 10 aU Slates l1le text of reservations made by States al the time of
m tilieal ion Or accession .

2 . A rcservation incompatiblt ....'ilh the obje<:t and purpose of the presenl
Convention s/t.all not be permined.

J. Reservation. may be withdrawn al any timc by no tifICation to that
effect addressed to thc S«retat}··Gcncral of l1lc Uni ted Natiom, who shaU
lbcn inform aU Statcs. Such notif>eation sllall take effect on llte date on
which it " received by lhe Sccretary-Gmcml.

Article 52 A State PartY may dcl10Ullce l1lc prescm Con vention by wri tten notification
to !he Scucl:.ll'y·Gcner:t1 of the: United Nations. Dmuncill.tion becomes
effecti,·c ollC }'C3r aftCT l1lc dale of rcccipt of l1le notification by the
S<."CfClary-Gener"'.

Article 53 T he Sccn:tary·General oflhe United Nations is designated asl1le depositary
of the prl:SCtlt Com·cotion.

Article 54 Tt.e original of the present Convention, of which the Ar1ibic, Chinese,
English, French, Russian and SpanWt texts arc equally auiJM:ntie, shaU be
deposited with the Sccrewy-GenC11ll of the United NatioJJS .

In wimess thereof the undersigned plenipotcmiario, bciIlg duly alllhotUcd
tbemo b~· thcir re$p«tiw; Cio\=uncnts, have $igncd the presml Convention.
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STATISTICS

Economic and social statistics on the
nations oCthe world, with particular

reference to children 's well-being.
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Measuring human development

An In!lOduetlon to T.~ 9.

Kde>E'O\JI' • ~ inlI1ll' 1990S• to............" JTlIRIturIIn
lace lhen hn ari90s a m'i1SpcnlirlQ .- lor a
rl'IIlM!; oj II"Il'lll!lU" tunIn as well 8IIl eooo iOoT'IC
pt<y80S, From lNCEF', pont 01"-, i'l pa'ln.W.
Ihe<8 is a need lot anago:e«I!l'Ollhodol~ lI'e
IeYeI ofd*l wel-bl*'Ig lrId W~ rateol~.

The lrIder fo.oe mortaily ,at"(IJ5MRJ iI used '"T~ 9
(nextpogo! as tho ~lndicalorol $l.dl Jlf'09"lSll.

U5MR ta;. oowraI adWrilagllS , Fi'U . MrTlOO9..OTIG an
and ...... ollhe~ ' • •,.~ process _ l!wl an
'irp..I' !ll.O:h ... sctw.xlI '" . ...j. ~ 1eYeI. pet QIl)/I8
~~. or Ihe ru:rt>er 01 docIorl; per
Ih(lusand popuIato:r1. III d whichlIr8 meMS toan and

seeee. me USMRis _ 10be tne~ of" wi(le
varielv d ,"",-"s; ltlil r'OJ!f'lIiorIaI _ and lhe _

I<rowledgB of molher$: the ilMllOf iTm.JnIzaI<;ln and
OAT ....... the ,...""'bilily 01 matemoIlrId child _
~~ pre.natal eat9l; flcone and food
IMUabiIv in the I;mIIy, ee S\IllIiIIltliII til cI8¥I water
and safesaot8tiorl; and lI'eOVllrIllsalelv olltlll eNd'.
enwiou' lllIl.

Tl*l:l. U5MR is less~ than, say. per arpta
GNP IOmelalacyoltne~_ Thisis becaoWtrol
Nltdlalla does001aIow trwt CIlban allIlll nch lo
DlI OM lI'lCI<&lnd lines "" liIulI,IlO .............. lMlIl ~ lIIIl
..........- scalII does pemiI Itwn to IIave """
!housand 1fneS8S rru:Illl'llXWl'le, In _ words. ~ IS

rn.d1 more diffJcUI b" a wooIthy rriI'1ortty 10 . neel a
nation's IJ5IoJFl, rod t lNoolote p.-osenI$ a more
lIC:CU'lIl8, Wl&ttrompao:1ecl. pic\urllollhe nealIh status
'" tria map::I<Jly 01 cItien land oj socilIIy asa wIlOIel,

For eeee roo5ORl. !he U5MR isd"O$EIn l'Yf lNCEF as
~" srIQIe mos1~ i'"dcalor ollhe state of a
nat"",'. dWdnln. That is wt"I lhe SlShSt>caI_lists

lhe [l;,I\1O'IIl o! !he WQrId001 n llSClll'Iding order oIlhei"
per capiIa GNP buI n des<;& dog Ofdot01 tl>lIi' ..-de<...""""'-
-..rIng the I'll!. or prog, ....

The spoad of progress in~ Iho U5MR C8tl Do
rneaslO'od by c.aIcuI3I't'Ig lis 8VerllQ8 amuaI mdJcIion
l'lIle 1AARRl. lkIIl<& ee~ 01 ~o
~ 1Ile MAR 'ellects lI'e lacIlhal the Imts 10
U5MR ee~~ 'Nilh~~.

As "- leYelll ol ..-de< [p,oa rrcrtaI(y lItlI~ lor
8I<a'\'1PIe. lI'e _ ~ 'ewetion ctMousIy
'eIlle3e"ts • greal8f IlIfCG'llil9Il 01 rllO.JCtion. The
AAl'Fl boetolote II'<lWS alll!toer Me Dl PftV\ISS IcY.
SilI'. a tlll1POint n'llJ.lclion ~ IhlIl~ I'lllppEn.Ill
a__ '" lTder fi\oe rror\iIlilIt. ... IalI ;n USMR 01
10 poO:s Iran HI) to 90 rllP' esa ,1$ e~ '"
10% , weees the 9f'e 1lHlooi faJ Iran 20 to 10

fl.lPi'1'/S01I$' ~ion '" 5O'!lo).

""""" used " ccr;.nctic:t'I w1IIl GNP growth "'t.... the
U5MAam iIs~ 'lI\Il """ Iheo aJoo egveapictuQ
01 hi~ bei'Ig InIde by iI'l\' co.roy orregion.
lIf"Id<:Ml<.., penod oItme. lOwa'ds thesatislaetlon 01
aorrol oI lhemost ~jlII 01tunan......oos.

As Teble B shows. Item ie no fil!«j , ,*,b(>~

llet"'-'!he arnJlII !llW:tion 1<116 01 theU5MR lnl the
.........r rale '" 9",,,,m '" per ~ GJIP. Su::t1
(:(ll11Pl"'19oo1$ hdl:l1O IfTOw the~ 00 10 !he
p::lliI;;ias.~, and othef flIclOlll WIlicll det!lflTDl
the1'8bO~ eooo Ol lc ll<'Id social PiCO.....

FII"iiltI'. the table {'j/OS the total lllrtily 'lIle lor oach
~ lnl iIs ""'""'9" IImUlII ",W 01 nIl1icOOn. ~ will
bBaero that many 01 thB natIl'lnl; """'dl have actieYed
~ mdJCtions in U5MR have BIso ec:tIie'ooed
sgofica'>t~"b1ity.

'"
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THE STATE OF THE WORLD'S CHILDREN 1991

•

On Seplember nit. 1990. !heWorld Summit
furChiJd~n brought log~r the large$!
gathering of PnsidenlS and Prime Mini§lers in
history. T'IIe OU!l:Ollle \lias a pre-use to the
clliklrrn of the 1990i - a promise IO cnd child
de.otlu and thikl malnutrition 0lI to<.\ay's scale
by the year2000 - and to provide basic
protection for thenormal physical and mc:maJ
dt l"tloproont of all!he worlrfs children

As the Summit mel, theworld was ""a ring lIE
deadline. Sl:ljUSl over lenyeanago. forthe
achW:"c lllelIl of~r greathuman goal ­
the inunumLlllion of 801l of the developing
~orId 's chlldren. Thatgoal isexpected to have
been n::lC1lcd when thefinal figu~ for 1990
~ available. This e~ll3l1l"d i l\.llry

ac:hic·..ementhassaved over 12 million you ng
Ii VQ and p",,,,,med (Wer QIIe and a half million
chlld",n from~mg crippled by polio. II has
alsogiven tile world new hope by showing
wha t can be achieved when the international
rommWlity commits itselFlo a gmu elldcavour.

The Dcclanllion and Plan of Action adopled by
theSummit is poblished willi this yclIr" s Ssar~

a[ 'M IVa'urs Child!?" report . as is the full
teJlt of the Convention on the RighlSofthc:
Child. The repon'spanels describe all 22of

oxFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS

0.75 net in UK $7.00 USA

the~irlC goals for the year 200:1 aM show
why (hey ore now atteinable aM affordable.
This year's report therefun: serves .u a basic
record of the commilmenl made by the wmld
communily. in respect of ns child ren. for ue
decade ahead .

The rep(m ilSelf looks al how the year 2000
cools fil inlO an overall SlflllCgy of
development in the 1990s and al \be.que!.lion
of where the resccrceswill M-.:IOcome frum
iFlhe greal promise is 10 bekepl ,

In cbapler ~ , the reportacldre$ses the q..estion
of whelhef success in redllCing childdeaths
would serveonly 10add 10 population and
environmental pressures, lISconclusion is lhal
theachievement of theyear2000 goals would
Ioclp 10 bringaboula $llIbiliulion ofpopulalion
gr'O'o\th II an earlierdate and 1\ a lower level.

1lIe great effort called for canonly be
sustained. concludes the report, if. newethic
For childrenemerges in lhe 1990s - ' '':Ul ~hic
...hichgroJIIS children (J jim ClJII 011oa
socielies resOllrces ingoodrimes (JlI(/ in blJd:
an ethic ...-hich demtJndJ Iitol childmt should
be 1Mjim /Q bnrtjilfrom I7IlJnJdnd :' sUCi"elleS
IUld Iht /(1$110 sufferfrom iI' failures. •.
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