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1,":t:l:llat has been launched uy trris regime i; ;J;d;Fioail',"?fiilffi ;;sins at considerable cost and inconvenienceio its citizens.

Nirmal Ranjith Dewasiri
President/FUTA

8th Novemb er 2013

FUTA Statement on closure of universities for CHOGM

In a move that definitively indicates that the regime has lost all sense of proportion,
sense ard logic in the whirrwind of cHoGM-m-ania, y.rt"rauy-itr. university Grantscommission (uGC) announced a vacation for universities from th#i;;il: ;ff';iNovember. UGC chair prof Kshanika Hiriburegam" *u.;"fi10 uy ,rr" media ashaving explained the vacation being declar"J dr" to nuir..ors requests fromundergraduates participating in cHoG:M activities who did not want their academicactivitie.s to be disrupted. According to another medra sourc", pror Hiriburegamarepoftedly granted the vacation .o thut university stuaenis 

-co,ld 
,study, 

aboutCHOGM.

of course, 
_ 
the responsiveness of prof Hiriburegarra to student requests iscommendable and we sincerely hope that this is an iniication of a different approachto fow the UGC responds to. student requests in the future as well. In the past,student requests, in our opinion for moie Lrrgent matters such as student rights,political interference in u.niversity governance and problems with student facilities

Iu": -T:t with completl 
1ite1y oi olrt.igrrt aggression. In fact, recentry, the Minsterfor Higher Education, 

Yr..S.B Dissana],ake:i ,"rpons. to university students whoprotested against the establishment of a British private unlu..riiy ,nder controversialcircumstances, was to call university students ,,buffaloes,, un,r to go on to insultfemale university students in extrernely vulgar and sexist terms.

We wonder how many other Commonwealth countries disrr.rpted their educationalestablishrnents in order to host a comnronwealth meeting in this manner. we alsowonder how many other commonwealth countries would tolerate such behaviourfrom their Mi*isters" we are sure the commonwearth has taken note of ail thesefactors_when they decided to hold tlie CHoGM in Sri Lanka and allow Sri Lanka tochair the commonwealth for the next two years. The commonwealth secretariat hasmade several public staternents recently on the impoftance oi i"olt..tiuely 
sharedvalues and pri,ciples" and we wonder whether the actions of the Ministry of HigherEducation in Sri Lanka and the UGC are part of those ,,.ott.rtru.ty 

st ar"a varues andprinciples".

Y" ul." extremely displeased with the arbitrary decision of the UGC to announce a'vacation' for universities during the cHoGM. we are not at all convinced by thereasons provided by the UGC Chair for this sudden decision. fnere is no justificationfor disrupting the academic activities of several thousand students in this way. Infact, we believe this arbitrary decision was taken due to the insecurity and fear ofthose in authority generated by their sustained failure to address the needs of
:::::f:Y_i:y1.^*l ll 1!i. :"rll.r...rhis. is part of the general programme of


