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I n t r o d u c t i o n 

1. The Commission on Human R i g h t s , i n i t s r e s o l u t i o n 1985/13 
of 11 March 1985, emphasized the n e c e s s i t y to ensure f u l l enjoyment by 
youth of the r i g h t s s t i p u l a t e d i n a l l r e l e v a n t i n t e r n a t i o n a l instruments as 
i n d i s p e n s a b l e f o r human d i g n i t y and the f r e e development of the human 
p e r s o n a l i t y , and requested the Sub-Commission on P r e v e n t i o n of D i s c r i m i n a t i o n 
and P r o t e c t i o n of M i n o r i t i e s to pay due a t t e n t i o n to the r o l e of youth i n the 
f i e l d of human r i g h t s , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n a c h i e v i n g the o b j e c t i v e s of the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Youth Year. At i t s t h i r t y - e i g h t h s e s s i o n , the Sub-Commission, 
i n r e s o l u t i o n 1985/12, r e f e r r i n g , i n t e r a l i a , to Commission 
r e s o l u t i o n 1985/13, requested Mr. Dumitru M a z i l u to prepare a r e p o r t on human 
r i g h t s and youth a n a l y s i n g the e f f o r t s and measures f o r s e c u r i n g the 
implementation and enjoyment by youth of human r i g h t s , p a r t i c u l a r l y the r i g h t 
to l i f e , e d u c a t i o n and work, i n order to f a c i l i t a t e the Sub-Commission's 
d i s c u s s i o n on the t o p i c . The Sub-Commission requested the S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l 
to provide a l l n e c e s s a r y a s s i s t a n c e to the S p e c i a l Rapporteur f o r the 
completion of h i s t a s k . 

2. The Commission on Human R i g h t s , a t i t s f o r t y - t h i r d s e s s i o n , adopted 
r e s o l u t i o n 1987/44 i n which i t took note w i t h a p p r e c i a t i o n of Sub-Commission 
r e s o l u t i o n 1985/12 and requested the S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l to provide a l l 
n e c e s s a r y a s s i s t a n c e to the S p e c i a l Rapporteur. 

3. The r e p o r t on Human Ri g h t s and Youth was to be pr e s e n t e d to the 
t h i r t y - n i n t h s e s s i o n of the Sub-Commission, o r i g i n a l l y scheduled f o r 
August 1986. Pursuant to General Assembly d e c i s i o n 40/472 of 9 May 1986 and 
due to the f i n a n c i a l c r i s i s of the United Nations, the t h i r t y - n i n t h s e s s i o n of 
the Sub-Commission was postponed u n t i l 1987. The S p e c i a l Rapporteur was, 
however, unable to submit h i s r e p o r t a t t h a t time, having been put under house 
a r r e s t by the Ceausescu Government u n t i l the December 1989 r e v o l u t i o n . I n 
s p i t e of t h i s , the f i r s t v e r s i o n of the r e p o r t was submitted i n A p r i l 1988. 

4. An updated r e p o r t (E/CN.4/Sub.2/1990/45 and C o r r . l ) was submitted to the 
Sub-Commission a t i t s f o r t y - s e c o n d s e s s i o n . A prog r e s s r e p o r t 
(E/CN.4/Sub.2/1991/42) was submitted to the Sub-Commission a t i t s f o r t y - t h i r d 
s e s s i o n . Taking i n t o account the suggestions made by the members of the 
Sub-Commission and i n conformity w i t h h i s mandate, the S p e c i a l Rapporteur now 
p r e s e n t s the f i n a l v e r s i o n of the r e p o r t on human r i g h t s and youth. U s e f u l 
i n f o r m a t i o n was r e c e i v e d from many Governments, from Uni t e d Nations agencies 
and i n p a r t i c u l a r from ILO and UNESCO, from the Youth Forum of the 
Unite d Nations System, from the Centre f o r S o c i a l Development and Humanitarian 
A f f a i r s and from non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s . The S p e c i a l Rapporteur would 
l i k e to express h i s a p p r e c i a t i o n to the S o c i a l Development D i v i s i o n of the 
Unite d Nations O f f i c e a t Vienna, to Amnesty I n t e r n a t i o n a l and to Quaker 
Unit e d Nations O f f i c e , Geneva f o r t h e i r cooperation. 
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5. The S p e c i a l Rapporteur e x p r e s s e s h i s profound g r a t i t u d e to a l l members of 
the Sub-Commission who helped him during the y e a r s of h i s d e t e n t i o n , i n 
w r i t i n g h i s c r i t i c a l r e p o r t on v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s i n h i s country, and 
e s p e c i a l l y to Madame E r i k a - I r e n e Daes, Mr. Leandro Despouy, 
Mr. A s b j d r n E i d e , Mr. Marc Bossuyt, Mr. John C a r r e y and E l H a d j i Guissé. 

6. A l s o , he e x p r e s s e s h i s a p p r e c i a t i o n f o r the h e l p g i v e n by the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Court of J u s t i c e i n December 1989. 

7. Without t h i s s i n c e r e h e l p and support, the S p e c i a l Rapporteur i s aware 
t h a t he c o u l d not have f u l f i l l e d h i s mandate. 
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I . YOUNG PEOPLE IN TODAY'S WORLD 

A. Young people: a r e a d i l y i d e n t i f i a b l e group 

8. Young people c o n s t i t u t e a r e a d i l y i d e n t i f i a b l e group w i t h a d i s t i n c t i v e 
p e r s p e c t i v e on l i f e , a d i s c e r n i b l e c u l t u r e , and an important c o n t r i b u t i o n to 
make to the p r o g r e s s and development of s o c i e t y . Young people have common 
needs and common i n t e r e s t s . 

9. There i s no u n i v e r s a l l y agreed d e f i n i t i o n of youth. However, f o r 
s t a t i s t i c a l purposes, the Centre f o r S o c i a l Development and Humanitarian 
A f f a i r s of the U n i t e d Nations d e f i n e s persons between the ages of 15 
and 24 y e a r s of age as youth. Some s p e c i a l i s t s c o n s i d e r youth to be persons 
between the ages of 14 and 28. The c h r o n o l o g i c a l d e f i n i t i o n v a r i e s from 
n a t i o n to n a t i o n and from c u l t u r e to c u l t u r e . 

10. The world youth p o p u l a t i o n i s e s t i m a t e d to be more than 1,000 m i l l i o n 
worldwide: 177 m i l l i o n i n developed c o u n t r i e s and 845 m i l l i o n i n developing 
c o u n t r i e s . S l i g h t l y l e s s than h a l f of the youth p o p u l a t i o n i s female. 
I n 1990, 19.5 per cent of the world p o p u l a t i o n was below 24 y e a r s of age. I n 
developing c o u n t r i e s youth account f o r 20.7 per cent of the t o t a l p o p u l a t i o n 
as a g a i n s t 14.7 per cent i n developed c o u n t r i e s . 

11. T h i s p o p u l a t i o n i s p r o j e c t e d to approach the 1,050 m i l l i o n mark by the 
y e a r 2000. The number of young people from l e s s developed c o u n t r i e s i s 
e s t i m a t e d to i n c r e a s e to approximately 885 m i l l i o n by the y e a r 2000. T h i s 
s i t u a t i o n i s i n d i r e c t c o n t r a s t to the p r o j e c t e d change i n the p o p u l a t i o n of 
young people i n the more developed c o u n t r i e s , which i s expected to d e c l i n e i n 
ab s o l u t e terms. 

12. Young people are more l i k e l y to l i v e i n urban a r e a s than the r e s t of the 
p o p u l a t i o n . T h i s tendency i s c o n s i d e r e d to be a r e f l e c t i o n of the m i g r a t i o n 
of young people from r u r a l to urban a r e a s f o r employment, education and other 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s . I t i s observed i n both more developed regions (79 per cent f o r 
youth v e r s u s 73 per cent f o r the t o t a l ) and l e s s developed regions (37 per cent 
f o r youth v e r s u s 32 per cent f o r the t o t a l ) . 

13. On the a n a l y s i s of the Department of I n t e r n a t i o n a l Economic and S o c i a l 
A f f a i r s of the U n i t e d Nations, an assessment of the g l o b a l economic s i t u a t i o n 
and i t s r e g i o n a l m a n i f e s t a t i o n s i n d i c a t e s the tenuous p o s i t i o n of many young 
people. The g e n e r a l economic s i t u a t i o n and s p e c i f i c demographic t r e n d 
u n d e r l i n e the n e c e s s i t y of u t i l i z i n g the v a s t p o t e n t i a l of youth. 

14. Young people occupy a unique s o c i a l p o s i t i o n . They are a c t i v e agents of 
the p r o c e s s of s o c i a l change and they o f t e n s u f f e r as a r e s u l t of i t . 

15. Many of t h e i r a t t i t u d e s and v a l u e s d e r i v e from problems which they 
encounter and t h e i r membership i n other s o c i a l groupings, groupings based on 
s o c i a l c l a s s , gender, e t h n i c i t y , r e l i g i o n and c u l t u r e . To t h i s e x t e n t , t h e i r 
e x p e r i e n c e and t h e i r i n t e r e s t s d i v e r g e . Youth p o l i c y should endeavour to 
ensure equal opportunity and accommodate these twin p e r s p e c t i v e s . 
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16. I n any community, i n d i f f e r e n t degrees, young people encounter d i f f i c u l t 
problems which d e r i v e not from t h e i r own inadequacies nor i n many c a s e s from 
those of t h e i r education, but from changing economic s i t u a t i o n s , r a p i d 
t e c h n o l o g i c a l change, the a p p l i c a t i o n of i n e f f i c i e n t economic t h e o r i e s , r a p i d 
growth of armaments, e t c . 

17. On the b a s i s of ILO study, although the socio-economic s i t u a t i o n of young 
people d i f f e r s w i d e l y from country to country, a t the same time, t h e r e are 
important s i m i l a r i t i e s . One common c h a r a c t e r i s t i c among youth i s the d r i v e to 
become i n t e g r a t e d i n t o s o c i e t y , and an important measure of t h a t i n t e g r a t i o n 
i s the world of work. I t i s w e l l known t h a t t h i s world has come under 
i n c r e a s i n g s t r a i n as the g l o b a l economic f a b r i c has become t i g h t e n e d under the 
p r e s s u r e of r e c e s s i o n , i n d u s t r i a l r e s t r u c t u r i n g and, e s p e c i a l l y i n developing 
c o u n t r i e s , d e t e r i o r a t i n g terms of t r a d e , balance-of-payment problems and 
e x t e r n a l debt. 

18. The f u l l p a r t i c i p a t i o n of youth i n the l i f e of a n a t i o n i s important f o r 
the achievement of s o c i a l j u s t i c e and the attainment of o b j e c t i v e s of n a t i o n a l 
development. I n s p i t e of t h a t , i t has become i n c r e a s i n g l y e v i d e n t t h a t f a r 
too many young people have been l e f t a t the margin of s o c i e t y . I n many 
c o u n t r i e s , young people are on the p e r i p h e r y of the major p o l i t i c a l , economic 
and s o c i a l s t r u c t u r e s . Of course, the degree of m a r g i n a l i z a t i o n d i f f e r s 
a c c o r d i n g to the n a t i o n a l context, but i t s s e v e r i t y would appear to be 
g r e a t e s t i n developing c o u n t r i e s , where many young people l i v e i n extremely 
p r e c a r i o u s c o n d i t i o n s . Whereas some young people continue to have s e r i o u s 
d i f f i c u l t i e s i n f i n d i n g a job, e s p e c i a l l y i n the more developed c o u n t r i e s . 

19. E x p e r i e n c e has shown t h a t young people who are m a r g i n a l i z e d are poor, 
have had l i t t l e exposure to e d ucation and t r a i n i n g , o f t e n l a c k a c c e s s to 
p r o d u c t i v e employment and may be s o c i a l l y and e c o n o mically u n a s s i m i l a t e d . 
Many young people are f a c i n g the grave p o l i t i c a l , economic, s o c i a l and 
c u l t u r a l problems. Because of some forms of s o c i a l and r a c i a l d i s c r i m i n a t i o n , 
i n some c o u n t r i e s youth cannot p a r t i c i p a t e a c t i v e l y i n the decision-making 
p r o c e s s . 

20. S o c i a l problems such as a l c o h o l and drug abuse and j u v e n i l e delinquency 
are l i n k e d to m a r g i n a l i z a t i o n although the cause and e f f e c t i s not e a s i l y 
determined. Any e f f o r t d i r e c t e d a t i n t e g r a t i n g young people i n t o s o c i e t y must 
take i n t o account th e s e and s i m i l a r problems. Young people continue to l i v e 
i n poverty, s u f f e r from squ a l o r , d i s e a s e and i l l i t e r a c y and thus l e a d a 
subhuman e x i s t e n c e , c o n s t i t u t i n g i n i t s e l f a d e n i a l of human d i g n i t y . 

21. There i s an ever-widening gap between the standards of l i v i n g of young 
people i n the economically developed and i n the developing c o u n t r i e s . I t i s 
r e c o g n i z e d t h a t u n i v e r s a l enjoyment of r i g h t s and fundamental freedoms by 
young people w i l l remain a pious hope u n l e s s the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community 
succeeds i n narrowing t h i s gap. 

22. We have to recognize the c o l l e c t i v e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
community to ensure the attainment of the minimum stan d a r d of l i v i n g n e c e s s a r y 
f o r the enjoyment of t h e i r r i g h t s and fundamental freedoms by young people 
throughout the world. 
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23. The u n i v e r s a l enjoyment of t h e i r economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l r i g h t s by 
young people depends to a v e r y l a r g e degree on the r a p i d economic and s o c i a l 
development of developing c o u n t r i e s , which a r e i n h a b i t e d by approximately 
755 m i l l i o n of the world's p o p u l a t i o n of young people, whose l o t c o n t i n u e s to 
d e t e r i o r a t e as a r e s u l t of ten d e n c i e s which c h a r a c t e r i z e i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
economic r e l a t i o n s . 

24. A n a l y s i s has shown t h a t 44 y e a r s a f t e r the adoption of the U n i v e r s a l 
D e c l a r a t i o n of Human R i g h t s , the l i f e , l i b e r t y and s e c u r i t y of young people i n 
many c o u n t r i e s , i n c l u d i n g my own, continue to be i n danger. 

25. Young people, l i k e a l l human beings, have an i n h e r e n t r i g h t to l i f e . The 
saf e g u a r d i n g of t h i s c a r d i n a l r i g h t i s an e s s e n t i a l c o n d i t i o n f o r the enjoyment 
of the e n t i r e range of economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l , as w e l l as c i v i l and 
p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s , by the world's p o p u l a t i o n of young people. 

26. The r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r the normal development of young people should be 
shared by the whole community. I n accordance w i t h the p r i n c i p l e s proclaimed 
i n the C h a r t e r of the United Nations and i n the U n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n of Human 
R i g h t s , e v e r y young man and young woman has the r i g h t to enjoy c i v i l and 
p o l i t i c a l freedom and freedom from f e a r and want. Everyone may enjoy h i s 
c i v i l and p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s , as w e l l as h i s economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l 
r i g h t s . 

27. A l l S t a t e s have the o b l i g a t i o n , under the C h a r t e r of the U n i t e d Nations, 
to promote u n i v e r s a l r e s p e c t f o r , and observance of, human r i g h t s and freedoms. 

28. The i n h e r e n t d i g n i t y and the equal and i n a l i e n a b l e r i g h t s of young 
people, as members of the human f a m i l y , are recognized by the C h a r t e r of the 
Un i t e d Nations, by the U n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n of Human R i g h t s , by many other 
important i n t e r n a t i o n a l documents and by the C o n s t i t u t i o n of S t a t e s . 

29. They should be f u l l y observed. U n f o r t u n a t e l y , i n d i f f e r e n t c o u n t r i e s 
they are v e r y o f t e n v i o l a t e d . Why? For which reasons? 

30. I n the next c h a p t e r s of t h i s r e p o r t , on the b a s i s of i n f o r m a t i o n and 
o b s e r v a t i o n s r e c e i v e d from Governments, the Unit e d Nations organs, s p e c i a l i z e d 
a g e n c i e s , r e g i o n a l and other intergovernmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s , and 
non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n c o n s u l t a t i v e s t a t u s w i t h the Economic and 
S o c i a l C o u n c i l , we w i l l t r y to answer these fundamental q u e s t i o n s . 

B. The r i g h t of young people to freedom and d i g n i t y 

31. The young people of the world can hold up t h e i r heads w i t h p r i d e , conquer 
unimagined h e i g h t s of c u l t u r e and u n i v e r s a l c i v i l i z a t i o n and develop 
harmoniously i n f u l l p h y s i c a l and i n t e l l e c t u a l h e a l t h only i f they l i v e i n 
freedom and d i g n i t y . 

32. P e t r a r c h and Boc c a c c i o , R a b e l a i s and Montaigne, S i r Thomas More and 
F r a n c i s Bacon, Miron C o s t i n and D i m i t r i Cartemir, Lev T o l s t o i , Anatole France, 
Rabindranath Tagore, Thomas Mann, Jean-Paul S a r t r e , B e r t r a n d R u s s e l l ; a l l the 
g r e a t t h i n k e r s of the world have demonstrated t h a t man r e p r e s e n t s the supreme 
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v a l u e , t h a t the human being has l i m i t l e s s p o s s i b i l i t i e s of development, t h a t 
the human p e r s o n a l i t y i s harmonious and v i c t o r i o u s . René C a s s i n p o i n t s out 
t h a t freedom and e q u a l i t y a r e the g r e a t e s t conquests of human s o c i e t y , w h i l e 
André Malraux notes t h a t s l a v e r y and r e p r e s s i o n are the products of barbarism, 
whereas freedom i s the f r u i t of human c i v i l i z a t i o n . A l l the e n l i g h t e n e d minds 
of the world, the g r e a t u n i v e r s a l w r i t e r s , have made of t h e i r works a hymn to 
the g l o r y of man, h i s freedom and h i s d i g n i t y . 

33. Renowned p o l i t i c a l l e a d e r s have made a cr e e d of p r o t e c t i n g and 
guar a n t e e i n g human r i g h t s and freedoms and have subordinated t h e i r programmes 
of government to the attainment of these noble o b j e c t i v e s . N i c o l a e B a l c e s c u 
d e c l a r e s t h a t the l i b e r a t i o n of man i s the most important aim of a democratic 
government. Winston C h u r c h i l l observes t h a t the s t r u c t u r e s of a s o c i e t y must 
ensure f o r people the f u l l r e a l i z a t i o n of t h e i r p e r s o n a l i t y , w h i l e 
C h a r l e s de G a u l l e notes t h a t a p o l i t i c a l system t a k e s h o l d and endures only i f 
i t o f f e r s the n e c e s s a r y guarantees of r e s p e c t f o r people's fundamental r i g h t s 
and freedoms. Thus t h i n k e r s and p o l i t i c i a n s , the most e n l i g h t e n e d 
p e r s o n a l i t i e s of a l l times, have g i v e n e x p r e s s i o n to a s i m i l a r v i s i o n of the 
human being and of h i s r i g h t s and freedoms. 

34. But i f such a v i s i o n of man, of the p l a c e and r o l e t h a t a r e f i t t i n g f o r 
him i n s o c i e t y , p r e v a i l s both i n thought and i n p r a c t i c e , why ever should 
t h e r e be any need f o r a study, a r e p o r t on human r i g h t s and youth? How i s the 
importance of such a t o p i c to be e x p l a i n e d and why has the U n i t e d Nations 
decided to address i t ? 

35. I n s p i t e of humanist judgements of u n i v e r s a l v a l i d i t y and n a t i o n a l and 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l standards i n f o r c e today, human r i g h t s and freedoms, i n c l u d i n g 
those of the younger g e n e r a t i o n s , continue to be ignored and b r u t a l l y v i o l a t e d . 

36. E x p e r i e n c e shows t h a t nothing causes deeper traumas than the h u m i l i t a t i o n 
of a person, the v i o l a t i o n of h i s r i g h t s and freedoms, p l a c i n g and keeping him 
i n a s t a t e of dépendance, s u b o r d i n a t i o n , s l a v e r y . Lack of r e s p e c t f o r a 
person f o r h i s preoccupations and w o r r i e s , has grave e f f e c t s not on l y on those 
concerned but a l s o on those round about, s e t t i n g i t s s e a l i n p a r t i c u l a r on the 
psychology of the younger g e n e r a t i o n s . 

37. We f i n d to our s t u p e f a c t i o n t h a t to t h i s day s k i n c o l o u r c o n t i n u e s to 
a f f o r d grounds f o r d i s c r i m i n a t i o n ; t h a t some r a c e s a r e s t i l l c l a s s i f i e d as 
s u p e r i o r and o t h e r s as i n f e r i o r ; t h a t e t h n i c o r i g i n i s the source of c e r t a i n 
i n e q u a l i t i e s ; and t h a t sex i s s t i l l a c r i t e r i o n f o r d i f f e r e n t i a l treatment. 
Some d i c t a t o r s have unleashed, i n the course of the y e a r s , r a c i a l p e r s e c u t i o n ; 
they have undertaken abusive measures a g a i n s t n a t i o n a l m i n o r i t i e s , which have 
sooner or l a t e r generated e t h n i c c o n f l i c t s accompanied by l o s s of l i f e . I n 
some c o u n t r i e s a v e r i t a b l e c u l t u r a l genocide has been s e t i n t r a i n a g a i n s t 
m i n o r i t i e s , i n an attempt to d e s t r o y t h e i r s p i r i t u a l t r a d i t i o n s and a s s i m i l a t e 
them by f o r c e . 

38. What gloom and a n x i e t y have b u i l t up i n the h e a r t s of young people who, 
a f t e r s t u d y i n g f o r y e a r s and y e a r s , cannot f i n d a secure job. According to 
s t u d i e s made by the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Labour O f f i c e , t h e r e a r e more than 10 m i l l i o n 
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young people without j o b s , and the p r o s p e c t f o r the 1990s i s t h a t t h e i r numbers 
w i l l exceed 15 m i l l i o n u n l e s s urgent measures a r e taken a t the n a t i o n a l and 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l l e v e l . 

39. These young people have been robbed of t h e i r r i g h t to work. The f o r c e d 
labour of young people i n a s s i g n e d j o b s a t r i d i c u l o u s pay, which does not help 
them to become i n t e g r a t e d or encourage them to undergo t r a i n i n g , produces 
i n d i f f e r e n c e and even a blasé a t t i t u d e among the m a j o r i t y of them. 

40. How many people are s p i r i t u a l l y m u t i l a t e d before they have completed 
t h e i r s t u d i e s , f i n d i n g t h a t the v e r y v a l u e s t h a t form the foundations of a 
c i v i l i z e d s o c i e t y - honesty, t r u t h and s i n c e r i t y - have been abandoned i n the 
f a c e of the v i o l e n t onslaught of f a l s e h o o d and h y p o c r i s y . 

41. The a n n i h i l i a t i o n of t a l e n t and the p r o c e s s of l e v e l l i n g , c a r r i e d on to 
the tune of a few p o l i t i c a l or "moral" slo g a n s , are d e p r i v i n g s o c i e t y of the 
s t r e n g t h s which i t needs as v i t a l l y as a i r and water i n order to p r o g r e s s and 
develop. The i n d i v i d u a l ' s e f f o r t i s d i s s o l v e d i n t h a t of l a r g e groups of 
people, and those who make up such a group l o s e s i g h t of the c o n c l u s i o n s drawn 
by a l l the g r e a t s o c i o l o g i s t s of the world, who c a l l a t t e n t i o n to the f a c t 
t h a t every human community has i t s peaks and only by p r o v i d i n g i n c e n t i v e s are 
o t h e r s s t i m u l a t e d to t r y to reach them. T h i s i s a n a t u r a l p r e r e q u i s i t e f o r 
p r o g r e s s . 

42. R e p r e s s i v e b a r b a r i t y on account of p o l i t i c a l c o n v i c t i o n s has a t t a i n e d 
p r o p o r t i o n s t h a t the most p i t i l e s s despots known to h i s t o r y would envy. 
For a young person who e n l i g h t e n s h i s s p i r i t by reading V o l t a i r e , 
Jean-Jacques Rousseau, Montesquieu, S a r t r e or René C a s s i n and who t a k e s 
cognizance of the content of the U n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n of Human R i g h t s , i t i s 
i n c r e d i b l e t h a t i n our times the b a r b a r i c r e p r e s s i o n f o s t e r e d by a few t y r a n t s 
can sow such t r a g e d i e s i n people's l i v e s . 

43. The younger g e n e r a t i o n s are shaken to f i n d t h a t men c a l l e d upon to ensure 
t h a t j u s t i c e i s done on the b a s i s of t r u t h and r i g h t have s e n t hundreds of 
thousands of human beings to t h e i r deaths, knowing t h a t they had done nothing 
wrong; t h a t i n camps and p r i s o n s people are murdered without t r i a l by butchers 
appointed to keep watch on them; t h a t , during the t o r t u r e to which they are 
s u b j e c t e d on being questioned, thousands of d e t a i n e e s are h o r r i b l y m u t i l a t e d , 
w h i l e many p r i s o n e r s of c o nscience l o s e t h e i r l i v e s . 

44. The younger g e n e r a t i o n s are c a l l i n g more and more i n s i s t e n t l y f o r 
guarantees t h a t these odious deeds w i l l never again be repeated, t h a t human 
beings w i l l never more be detained, t o r t u r e d and k i l l e d f o r t h e i r p o l i t i c a l 
c o n v i c t i o n s , and t h a t r e p r e s s i v e b a r b a r i t y w i l l be e l i m i n a t e d f o r e v e r from the 
p o l i t i c a l system of s o c i e t y . 

45. The young people of the world can hold up t h e i r heads w i t h p r i d e , conquer 
unimagined h e i g h t s of c u l t u r e and u n i v e r s a l c i v i l i z a t i o n and develop 
harmoniously i n f u l l p h y s i c a l and i n t e l l e c t u a l freedom only i f they l i v e i n 
freedom and d i g n i t y . 
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46. H u m i l i a t i o n breaks a man down; i t d e s t r o y s h i s p e r s o n a l i t y . 

47. Freedom and d i g n i t y g i v e him wings; they r a i s e him to the c r e a t i v e 
s t a t u r e t h a t h i s t o r y has c o n f e r r e d on him. 

48. Freedom draws together people from everywhere, generates t r u s t and 
understanding between human communities, and guarantees peace. 

49. To a s s u r e and guarantee to the young people of the world t h e i r 
fundamental r i g h t s and freedoms i s not a g i f t but an a c t of good w i l l , an 
elementary duty of a l l r u l e r s . 

50. The l e a p i n t o the realm of freedom presupposes an understanding of the 
need f o r pr o g r e s s and development. But prog r e s s and development a r e pursued 
s u c c e s s f u l l y only w i t h f r e e people. 

C. Important developments i n d i f f e r e n t p a r t s of the world 

51. Over the l a s t f i v e y e a r s extremely important developments have taken 
p l a c e i n v a r i o u s p a r t s of the world, i n p a r t i c u l a r i n E a s t e r n Europe. 

52. By a t r u e r e v o l u t i o n the peoples of t h i s a r e a have decided to e l i m i n a t e a 
t o t a l i t a r i a n system, to r e s t o r e democracy and to b u i l d a s o c i e t y based on 
r e s p e c t f o r the freedom and d i g n i t y of every human being. 

53. Some important changes have a l s o taken p l a c e i n other regions of the 
world. I n A f r i c a , A s i a and L a t i n America, t h e r e have been major developments 
i n the f i g h t f o r human r i g h t s and fundamental freedoms. 

54. At the same time numerous and s e r i o u s problems p e r s i s t i n some c o u n t r i e s , 
where human r i g h t s and fundamental freedoms continued to be v i o l a t e d . 

55. H i s t o r i c a l l y u n v e r i f i e d and unconfirmed dogmas and the v i o l a t i o n of the 
freedoms of thought and con s c i e n c e have l e d to s p i r i t u a l s t a g n a t i o n . M i l l i o n s 
of b e l i e v e r s i n v a r i o u s c o u n t r i e s have s u f f e r e d h u m i l i a t i o n and p r o s e c u t i o n 
f o r t h e i r r e l i g i o u s c o n v i c t i o n s ; i n b i t t e r n e s s , e n t i r e communities have 
responded by drawing c l o s e r together i n t h e i r f a i t h and i n t h e i r s p i r i t u a l 
communion. Proof of t h i s i s t h a t p r e c i s e l y i n those c o u n t r i e s where 
a n t i - r e l i g i o u s measures were m u l t i p l i e d , the number of b e l i e v e r s has grown not 
onl y among o l d e r people but a l s o among the young. M i l l i o n s of young people 
nowadays take p a r t i n g r e a t r e l i g i o u s p r o c e s s i o n s , s e e k i n g answers to the many 
complex problems f o r which s o c i e t y has f a i l e d to g i v e them a c r e d i b l e 
e x p l a n a t i o n . 

56. C r i t e r i a of r a c e , sex, language and r e l i g i o n a r e s t i l l the b a s i s f o r a 
v a r i e t y of i n e q u i t a b l e and u n f a i r measures. S i m i l a r l y , e t h n i c c o n s i d e r a t i o n s 
s t i l l c o n s t i t u t e the mo t i v a t i o n f o r d e l i b e r a t e a c t s of r e p r e s s i o n . The 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n and measures of i s o l a t i o n d i r e c t e d a g a i n s t whole communities 
have caused i n d i g n a t i o n , r e b e l l i o n and s o c i a l c o n f l i c t . 
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57. The d i s i l l u s i o n m e n t f e l t i n c e r t a i n s e c t o r s of s o c i e t y , i n p a r t i c u l a r by 
the younger g e n e r a t i o n , has l e d to a growing use of n a r c o t i c s . Drug 
consumption cont i n u e s to take i t s t o l l of thousands of human l i v e s . I n the 
absence of any r e a l happiness, young people take refuge i n an u n r e a l world, 
thus almost i r r e v e r s i b l y d e s t r o y i n g t h e i r own p h y s i c a l and moral h e a l t h . 

58. For many y e a r s d i c t a t o r s kept t h e i r peoples cordoned o f f w i t h i n t h e i r 
n a t i o n a l borders i n order to prevent human c o n t a c t s a c r o s s f r o n t i e r s and 
c o n t i n e n t s . T h i s was a g r e a t d i s s e r v i c e to c i v i l i z a t i o n . The age-old 
s p i r i t u a l v a l u e s of humanity were o f f i c i a l l y d i s c r e d i t e d , w h i l e those who hold 
them were s u b j e c t e d and continue to be so i n some c o u n t r i e s , to unimaginable 
a c t s of r e p r e s s i o n . I n s t e a d of a l l o w i n g the f r e e c i r c u l a t i o n of i d e a s , v a l u e s 
and t r a d i t i o n s , t h e r e was an attempt, which continues i n some c o u n t r i e s , to 
impose dogmatic p a t t e r n s of thought i n a s i t u a t i o n of n a t i o n a l i s o l a t i o n . 
T h i s l e a d s to backwardness and even r e g r e s s i o n , d e p r i v i n g m i l l i o n s of people 
of the j o y s of pr o g r e s s and c i v i l i z a t i o n . 

59. Young people f i n d the loud bombardment of l i e s and h y p o c r i s y i n some 
c o u n t r i e s shocking. Compulsory labour has been i n s t i t u t e d through a 
d e c l a r a t i o n of the freedom to work. At a time when poverty and d e s t i t u t i o n 
are assuming growing p r o p o r t i o n s , s t a t i s t i c s have been manipulated and 
resounding c l a i m s to p r o s p e r i t y continue to be made. The most astounding and 
grave i n e q u i t i e s a r e p e r p e t r a t e d i n the name of j u s t i c e . 

D. Any assessment of the s t a t e of human r i g h t s should 
take account of the younger g e n e r a t i o n 

60. Undoubtedly, no assessment of the s t a t e of human r i g h t s i n the world 
would be complete i f i t d i d not take account of the younger g e n e r a t i o n . 

61. I n our a n a l y s i s we c o n s i d e r t h a t the f o l l o w i n g developments must be 
examined: 

( a ) A l a r g e p r o p o r t i o n of young people do not enjoy the b e n e f i t s of f u l l 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n and i n t e g r a t i o n i n the s o c i a l and economic s e c t o r s of t h e i r 
c o u n t r i e s because of unequal and inadequate a c c e s s to o p p o r t u n i t i e s , f o r 
example i n education and employment, and l i m i t e d support f o r t h e i r s p e c i a l 
s i t u a t i o n i n regard to f a m i l y formation and h e a l t h . Young women are 
e s p e c i a l l y l i k e l y to s u f f e r from long-entrenched d i s c r i m i n a t i o n , p r a c t i c e s and 
h a b i t s ; 

(b) Because of r a p i d growth i n urban a r e a s , as the r e s u l t of both high 
b i r t h r a t e s and m i g r a t i o n , t h e r e has been an enormous i n c r e a s e i n the number 
of urban youth who l i v e i n e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y p r e c a r i o u s c o n d i t i o n s i n 
neighbourhoods t h a t l a c k b a s i c s e r v i c e s , housing or s e c u r i t y ; 

( c ) Many d i f f i c u l t i e s a r e encountered i n the t r a n s i t i o n of youth from 
education to employment, and from t h e i r s i t u a t i o n as c h i l d r e n to new r o l e s as 
spouses and p a r e n t s ; 
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(d) P o l i t i c a l l e a d e r s , we note, take g r e a t p a i n s to i n c l u d e i n t h e i r 
major d e c l a r a t i o n s of i n t e n t a r e f e r e n c e to t h e i r s p e c i a l concern f o r the 
younger g e n e r a t i o n . They t r y to convince us t h a t t h e i r grandiose p l a n s f o r 
self-aggrandizement are intended to achieve "happiness f o r the coming 
g e n e r a t i o n s " ; 

( e ) A w e a lth of m a t e r i a l and s p i r i t u a l v a l u e s was doomed to v a n i s h , 
l e a d i n g to the impoverishment of the c u l t u r e and c i v i l i z a t i o n of the peoples 
concerned and d e p r i v i n g the youth of t h e i r elementary r i g h t to be acquainted 
w i t h the m a t e r i a l v e s t i g e s of t h e i r p a s t and w i t h t h e i r s p i r i t u a l h e r i t a g e ; 

( f ) M i l l i o n s of young people i n some c o u n t r i e s continue to be deprived 
of the r i g h t to the enjoyment of t h e i r youth. S u b j e c t e d to compulsory labour, 
to m istaken e d u c a t i o n a l t r e n d s , young people tend to become s p i r i t l e s s robots, 
t h e i r o n l y p r o s p e c t s being t h a t of s w e l l i n g the ranks of s a l a r i e d s l a v e s ; 

(g) I n v a r i o u s c o u n t r i e s , p e r s i s t e n t j o b l e s s n e s s has s w e l l e d the ranks 
of the d i s i l l u s i o n e d and the d i s o r i e n t e d ; 

(h) Under both s e t s of circumstances many young people today have been 
robbed of the j o y s of youth, a time of l i f e f o r f u l f i l m e n t and achievement of 
which no a d o l e s c e n t should be deprived; 

( i ) G r a d u a l l y many young people have become i n d i f f e r e n t and l i s t l e s s . 
F e e l i n g t h a t they are being manipulated to ends t h a t do not r e f l e c t t h e i r 
a s p i r a t i o n s , many have become weary. They r e a l i z e t h a t what they are being 
t o l d to do i s not u s e f u l now, nor i s i t u s e f u l f o r the f u t u r e . Without the 
j o y of c r e a t i v i t y , the young have l o s t t h e i r c h a r a c t e r i s t i c enthusiasm; a 
f r e e l y - c h o s e n occupation, the source of the g r e a t e s t s o c i a l achievements, has 
been r e p l a c e d by compulsory work; 

( j ) The c r u e l e s t blow to thousands upon thousands of young people has 
been t h a t of being robbed of t h e i r r i g h t to a b r i g h t f u t u r e . Economic 
s t r u c t u r e s t h a t impede p r o g r e s s , i n s t i t u t i o n a l systems t h a t spawn poverty and 
d i s c o u r a g e e f f o r t s to improve one's l o t , the savage and i r r a t i o n a l 
e x p l o i t a t i o n of n a t u r a l r e s o u r c e s , severe environmental p o l l u t i o n , e s p e c i a l l y 
of a i r and water - a l l these d e p r i v e young people of p r o s p e c t s f o r a b e t t e r 
f u t u r e . Many do not see the a p p r o p r i a t e way to improve the s i t u a t i o n . The 
chaos caused by incompetence i n v a r i o u s branches of the economy i n some 
c o u n t r i e s and the r e f u s a l to c a r r y out reforms render n e c e s s a r y changes i n the 
b a s i c s t r u c t u r e i m p o s s i b l e . Robbed of t h e i r r i g h t to a b e t t e r f u t u r e , young 
people f e e l profoundly d i s i l l u s i o n e d , confused, discouraged and demotivated; 
they are amputated of t h a t which should be t h e i r most p r e c i o u s p o s s e s s i o n ; a 
j o y f u l e x p e c t a t i o n of the f u t u r e ; 

(k ) The f e e l i n g of d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n and r e v o l t among the young i s a l l the 
g r e a t e r as c e r t a i n r u l e r s impose t h e i r erroneous d e c i s i o n s , t h e i r f a u l t y 
s o l u t i o n s and t h e i r i n e f f i c i e n t economic o r g a n i z a t i o n p r e c i s e l y i n the name of 
a b e t t e r f u t u r e f o r the younger g e n e r a t i o n ; 
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(1) The a b i l i t y of young people to c o n t r i b u t e has been underestimated 
and n e g l e c t e d i n the f o r m u l a t i o n of development programmes and i n the 
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n and implementation of ways to a c h i e v e p r o g r e s s ; the younger 
g e n e r a t i o n has been l e f t out of the mainstream thus d e p r i v i n g s o c i e t y a t l a r g e 
of an i n e s t i m a b l e r e s o u r c e of c r e a t i v e thought and i n t e l l i g e n c e . 

E. Youth as a p o s i t i v e f o r c e f o r development 
and s o c i a l and p o l i t i c a l change 

62. The a c t i v e p a r t i c i p a t i o n of youth should be recognized as a p o s i t i v e 
f o r c e f o r development, and s o c i a l and p o l i t i c a l change. The e f f e c t i v e 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n of young people i n s o c i e t y r e q u i r e s i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d b a r r i e r s 
to t h a t p a r t i c i p a t i o n to be overcome, and p r a c t i c a l a c t i o n m o b i l i z e d . 

63. Young people have been a s t o n i s h e d by the f a c t t h a t m i l l i o n s of people 
t h i n k one t h i n g but say something a l t o g e t h e r d i f f e r e n t . They have asked what 
has produced t h i s d u p l i c i t y t h a t throws d i s c r e d i t upon the human r a c e . 

64. I n p a r t i c u l a r , young people have had the courage to ask how i t has been 
p o s s i b l e to equate f r e e thought and speech - u n i v e r s a l l y r e c o gnized to be the 
f i n e s t achievements of mankind - w i t h a c r i m i n a l o f f e n c e , when a l l the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l instruments i n t h i s domain solemnly p r o c l a i m everybody's r i g h t 
to h o l d opinions and to f r e e l y express them. 

65. Through a r e a l r e v o l u t i o n , young people, together w i t h other segments of 
s o c i e t y , have demonstrated t h a t i n c o n t r a s t to other l i v i n g c r e a t u r e s man i s 
the only one endowed w i t h the power of reason, a b l e to comprehend the 
o b j e c t i v e world and to express judgements. S i n c e conscious r e f l e c t i o n i s what 
s e t s him a p a r t from the r e s t of the animal kingdom, to deny a human being the 
r i g h t to t h i n k and to express h i s thoughts means to negate h i s r i g h t f u l 
h i s t o r i c r o l e and to put him on a par w i t h animals. Those who d i d and do t h i s 
have committed and continue to commit the i n i q u i t y of i n i q u i t i e s . 

66. Young people have been a s t o n i s h e d to see t h a t whole n a t i o n s were reduced 
to a s t a t e of s l a v e r y , t h e i r only preoccupation being t h e i r p h y s i c a l 
s u r v i v a l . These u n b e l i e v a b l e developments were and, a l a s , a re s t i l l p o s s i b l e 
under c e r t a i n deeply undemocratic regimes which c a n c e l l e d a t one s t r o k e a l l 
the attainments of human c i v i l i z a t i o n and d i s t o r t e d a r b i t r a r i l y a l l human 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s , p l a c i n g them under the dominion of s u s p i c i o n and r e p r e s s i o n . 

67. Today, a f t e r seven decades of o r d e a l s , the i s s u e of r e c o g n i z i n g human 
r i g h t s has been r a i s e d , to enable people to f r e e l y express t h e i r opinions and 
thus to put the S t a l i n i s t nightmare behind them; t h i s has been co n s i d e r e d to 
be a g r e a t step forward. 

68. However, people - p r i m a r i l y young people - m a n i f e s t t h e i r f i r m 
d e t e r m inatio n to put an end to the nightmare produced by the r e j e c t i o n and the 
b r u t a l v i o l a t i o n of freedom and democratic r i g h t s . They demand r e s p e c t f o r 
the r i g h t s of the human s p e c i e s c o n f e r r e d upon i t by i t s v e r y development: to 
be f r e e and to l i v e i n freedom. 
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69. The r e v o l u t i o n to which many of us have been w i t n e s s e s has been a 
r e v o l u t i o n of young people who have expressed t h e i r f i r m d e t e r m i n a t i o n to 
change the world, to r e s t o r e democracy and to l i v e i n freedom. 

70. The problems t h a t young people f a c e , a f t e r a l l , are merely r e f l e c t i o n s of 
the problems of the l a r g e r s o c i e t y . I n the 1990s, the major problem a r e a s 
t h a t a f f e c t young people g l o b a l l y are those concerning development, education 
and t r a i n i n g , work, h e a l t h , housing, f a m i l y l i f e , c u l t u r e and environment. 
There i s a s e r i o u s problem of youth unemployment and underemployment. Fa r too 
many people's l i v e s a r e c h a r a c t e r i z e d by an immense v o l a t i l i t y of occupation 
and by the f a c t t h a t they are o f t e n not f u l l y i n t e g r a t e d i n t o the labour f o r c e . 

71. Taking i n t o account t h a t young people are a c t i v e agents of the p r o c e s s of 
s o c i a l change, t h e i r cooperation i s r e q u i r e d i n order to f u l f i l the o b j e c t i v e s 
of t h i s change. During t h i s p r o c e s s i t i s extremely important to bear i n mind 
the s p e c i a l s i t u a t i o n of youth i n developing c o u n t r i e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y the l e a s t 
developed. 

I I . DEEP CONCERN ABOUT THE INCREASING NUMBER OF VIOLATIONS 
OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS OF YOUTH 

72. The Commission on Human R i g h t s has s t r e s s e d the n e c e s s i t y of s e c u r i n g the 
f u l l implementation and enjoyment by youth of the r i g h t s r e c o gnized by a l l 
important i n t e r n a t i o n a l instruments and to g i v e due c o n s i d e r a t i o n to the r o l e 
of youth i n the f i e l d of human r i g h t s . I n f a c t , t h e s e instruments provide 
g u i d e l i n e s and o b j e c t i v e parameters not c o n d i t i o n e d by l o c a l s i t u a t i o n s , thus 
making i t p o s s i b l e to a s s e s s whether the fundamental r i g h t s of young people 
are safeguarded. 

73. The answers, i n f o r m a t i o n and o b s e r v a t i o n s r e c e i v e d from Governments, 
U n i t e d Nations organs, s p e c i a l i z e d a g e n c i e s , r e g i o n a l and other 
intergovernmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s and non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n 
c o n s u l t a t i v e s t a t u s w i t h the Economic and S o c i a l C o u n c i l have s t r e s s e d the 
grave p o l i t i c a l , economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l problems f a c i n g youth i n 
today's world, and the need to ensure the f u l l e x e r c i s e of youth's fundamental 
r i g h t s to l i f e , e ducation, v o c a t i o n a l t r a i n i n g , work and a s t a n d a r d of l i v i n g 
adequate f o r h e a l t h and w e l l - b e i n g . 

74. I t has been i n d i c a t e d t h a t youth i s the s o l e component of s o c i e t y which 
i s d e p r i v e d of any d i r e c t r e p r e s e n t a t i o n of i t s own i n t e r e s t s . A s o c i a l 
p o l i c y f o r youth i s n e c e s s a r i l y a " f i l t e r e d " p o l i c y , an asymmetric one, i n 
which t h e r e i s no d i a l e c t i c a l c o n f r o n t a t i o n between the concerned p a r t i e s . 
Deep concern has been expressed about the i n c r e a s i n g number of v i o l a t i o n s of 
the human r i g h t s of youth i n some important s e c t o r s . 

A. L i f e , l i b e r t y and s e c u r i t y of youth 

75. The l i f e , l i b e r t y and s e c u r i t y of young people are i n danger i n many 
p a r t s of the world. C h i l d abuse, the s a l e of c h i l d r e n f o r adoption, the 
u t i l i z a t i o n of youth on b e h a l f of a d u l t o f f e n d e r s , the u t i l i z a t i o n of youth 
f o r pornographic f i l m s , a l l seem to be p r o g r e s s i v e l y i n c r e a s i n g . 
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1. Summary or a r b i t r a r y e x e c u t i o n s 

76. Of p a r t i c u l a r concern i s the i n c r e a s i n g number of summary or a r b i t r a r y 
e x e c u t i o n s , i n c l u d i n g of young people, i n d i f f e r e n t p a r t s of the world. A 
f a c t o r common to a l l the v i c t i m s i s t h a t they were i n o p p o s i t i o n t o , or were 
p e r c e i v e d or imagined to have been i n o p p o s i t i o n t o , those who w i e l d e d 
p o l i t i c a l or economic power i n the S t a t e or Government, or were p e r c e i v e d to 
be i n o p p o s i t i o n to c e r t a i n a s p e c t s of t h e i r p o l i t i c a l , economic, s o c i a l and 
c u l t u r a l p o l i c i e s . Many young people have been a r b i t r a r i l y executed d u r i n g 
events such as demonstrations, s t r i k e s or other forms of p r o t e s t . Summary or 
a r b i t r a r y e x e c u t i o n s of young people are most p r e v a l e n t i n a r e a s where 
i n t e r n a l d i s t u r b a n c e s e x i s t . Such e x e c u t i o n s have been c a r r i e d out a f t e r a 
v i o l e n t change of Government r e s u l t i n g from wars, i n t e r n a l armed c o n f l i c t s , 
r e v o l u t i o n s or coups d'état, or a f t e r attempts to change the Government by 
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l means had f a i l e d . 

2. Enforced or i n v o l u n t a r y disappearances 

77. T h i s r e p r e h e n s i b l e v i o l a t i o n of the human r i g h t s of youth i s a r e s u l t of 
e x c e s s e s on the p a r t of law enforcement or s e c u r i t y a u t h o r i t i e s or s i m i l a r 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s and the r e s u l t a n t d i f f i c u l t y or i m p o s s i b i l i t y of o b t a i n i n g 
r e l i a b l e i n f o r m a t i o n from competent a u t h o r i t i e s . Summary or a r b i t r a r y 
e x e c u t i o n s and enforced or i n v o l u n t a r y d i s a p p e a r a n c e s , which i n v o l v e p l a i n and 
fundamental breaches of the most elementary human r i g h t s , have been g e n e r a l l y 
regarded as being p o l i t i c a l l y motivated. Disappearances have always been 
convenient f o r a powerful Government to s i l e n c e i t s opponents by removing 
them. Disappearances d i r e c t l y a f f e c t the r i g h t of p a r e n t s to know the f a t e of 
t h e i r c h i l d r e n , the r i g h t of r e l a t i v e s to be informed of the whereabouts and 
f a t e of m i s s i n g f a m i l y members. For those who w i e l d p o l i t i c a l or economic 
power i n the S t a t e or Government, the r e p e r c u s s i o n s are minimized i f p o l i t i c a l 
opponents can be e r a s e d , without statements, t r i a l or martyrdom. 

78. Why are t h e s e methods used so o f t e n a g a i n s t young people by some 
Governments? The a n a l y s i s of t h i s s i t u a t i o n has shown t h a t young people are 
v e r y courageous and much more decided to f i g h t f o r l i b e r t y . For young people, 
l i b e r t y means e v e r y t h i n g ; i t i s t h e i r l i f e and t h e i r f u t u r e . 

79. Any d i c t a t o r s h i p understands t h i s f a c t v e r y w e l l . That i s why i t i s 
ready to take e v e r y r e p r e s s i v e measure to n e u t r a l i z e young people f i g h t i n g f o r 
l i b e r t y . For any t y r a n t or d i c t a t o r , summary or a r b i t r a r y e x e c u t i o n s and 
enforced or i n v o l u n t a r y disappearances are most convenient. A t r a g i c s o l u t i o n ! 

80. S i n c e summary or a r b i t r a r y e x e c u t i o n s and enforced or i n v o l u n t a r y 
disappearances are the most r e p r e h e n s i b l e and f l a g r a n t v i o l a t i o n s of the r i g h t 
to l i f e of young people, we c o n s i d e r i t n e c e s s a r y to c o l l e c t f u r t h e r 
i n f o r m a t i o n f o c u s i n g on these and other matters concerning youth. The 
q u e s t i o n of summary or a r b i t r a r y e x e c u t i o n s and enforced or i n v o l u n t a r y 
disappearances of young people i s a matter of high p r i o r i t y , b e a r i n g i n mind 
t h a t d e p r i v a t i o n of l i f e i s i r r e v o c a b l e . 
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3. He a l t h and hunger 

81. The l i f e of young people i s i n danger i n those c o u n t r i e s where t h e i r 
r i g h t to adequate food and to a standard of l i v i n g adequate f o r t h e i r h e a l t h 
and w e l l - b e i n g i s not observed. Many young people, p a r t i c u l a r l y i n developing 
c o u n t r i e s , s u f f e r from hunger and m a l n u t r i t i o n . We have noted w i t h deep 
concern t h a t i n some c o u n t r i e s p o l i t i c a l l e a d e r s have used food and medical 
c a r e as an instrument of p o l i t i c a l p r e s s u r e . 

82. I n conformity w i t h i n f o r m a t i o n s e n t by the World H e a l t h O r g a n i z a t i o n , 
the a c c e s s of young people to medical c a r e i s f a r from s a t i s f a c t o r y . And 
ac c o r d i n g to the e s t i m a t e of FAO, i n the 10 y e a r s p r e c e d i n g 1991 a t 
l e a s t 55.5 m i l l i o n young people d i e d of hunger, most of them i n A f r i c a and 
i n the l e a s t developed c o u n t r i e s . 

83. The I n t e r n a t i o n a l Symposium on the i n t e g r a t i o n of young people i n t o 
s o c i e t y (Toledo, Spain, June 1990) u n d e r l i n e d the f a c t t h a t the r e d u c t i o n i n 
the age of puberty and t h e i r i n c r e a s i n g l y e a r l y s e x u a l e x p e r i e n c e s make 
ad o l e s c e n t boys and g i r l s v u l n e r a b l e to s e x u a l l y t r a n s m i t t e d d i s e a s e s a t a 
ve r y e a r l y age, which may have negative e f f e c t s on f u t u r e f e r t i l i t y . The 
number of young people a f f e c t e d by such d i s e a s e s has i n c r e a s e d c o n s i d e r a b l y 
d u r i n g the p a s t 10 y e a r s . They have spread among teenagers i n both developed 
and developing c o u n t r i e s . Young people are o f t e n i g n o r a n t about the symptoms 
of such d i s e a s e s , which are d i f f i c u l t to i d e n t i f y , and are r e l u c t a n t to seek 
help because they f e a r the anger and h o s t i l i t y of t h e i r f a m i l i e s . I n some 
c o u n t r i e s t h i s s i t u a t i o n i s aggravated by the l a c k of h e a l t h f a c i l i t i e s . 

84. According to the D i v i s i o n f o r the Advancement of Women of the 
Uni t e d Nations O f f i c e a t Vienna, the f a c t o r s l i n k e d to the r e p r o d u c t i v e r o l e 
of young women and t h e i r subordinate p o s i t i o n make them e s p e c i a l l y v u l n e r a b l e 
to the HIV i n f e c t i o n , the cause of Acquired Immune D e f i c i e n c y Syndrome 
(AIDS). By the mid-1990s the number of women i n f e c t e d w i t h HIV w i l l be l a r g e r 
than the number of i n f e c t e d men. E s t i m a t i o n s have shown t h a t the m a j o r i t y of 
i n f e c t e d persons a r e below 25 y e a r s . Young women are most exposed to the 
t r a n s m i s s i o n of the d i s e a s e . They become i n f e c t e d a t a younger age than men. 
Si n c e 1987, the number of reported AIDS c a s e s has i n c r e a s e d c o n s i d e r a b l y among 
teenagers. From a study c a r r i e d out i n Z a i r e , i t appears t h a t among young 
people aged 15 to 30 i n f e c t i o n r a t e s were four times h i g h e r f o r women than f o r 
men. Many young women do not know t h a t they are i n f e c t e d . They could f i n d 
out t h a t only when i n f e c t i o n i s diagnosed d u r i n g pregnancy or when g i v i n g 
b i r t h . 

85. From n a t i o n a l s t u d i e s c a r r i e d out i n v a r i o u s c o u n t r i e s , i t appears t h a t 
i n c u l t u r e s where the v a l u e of the woman i s determined by her f e r t i l i t y , an 
H I V - i n f e c t e d young woman may not q u e s t i o n the d e c i s i o n to have a baby, even 
though t h e r e i s a 25-30 per cent r i s k of a baby being i n f e c t e d . 

86. A l s o , t r a d i t i o n a l p r a c t i c e s such as female g e n i t a l m u t i l a t i o n s cause 
s e r i o u s l a t e r h e a l t h problems. The Working Group on T r a d i t i o n a l P r a c t i c e s 
a f f e c t i n g the H e a l t h of Women and C h i l d r e n has drawn a t t e n t i o n to the f a c t 
t h a t female c i r c u m c i s i o n i s a p r a c t i c e which menaces the h e a l t h of about 
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75 m i l l i o n women and c h i l d r e n . The young women can s u f f e r from such 
c o m p l i c a t i o n s as haemorrhage, i n f e c t i o n s , b l e e d i n g of a d j a c e n t organs and 
v i o l e n t p a i n . They can a l s o s u f f e r adverse e f f e c t s on t h e i r p h y s i c a l and 
p s y c h o l o g i c a l w e l l - b e i n g . 

87. According to the l a t e s t e s t i m a t e s of the Department of Economic and 
S o c i a l A f f a i r s and the Centre f o r S o c i a l Development and Humanitarian A f f a i r s 
of the Un i t e d Nations, each year, a t l e a s t h a l f a m i l l i o n women worldwide d i e 
from p r e g n a n c y - r e l a t e d causes, of whom roughly 200,000 d i e from i l l e g a l 
a b o r t i o n s , mostly performed by u n s k i l l e d a t t e n d a n t s under u n s a n i t a r y 
c o n d i t i o n s or s e l f - i n f l i c t e d . 

88. Young people a r e o f t e n v u l n e r a b l e to s t r e s s e s t h a t engender mental 
i n s t a b i l i t y . According to the World H e a l t h O r g a n i z a t i o n , most mental h e a l t h 
problems appear f o r the f i r s t time d u r i n g adolescence, although t h e i r o r i g i n s 
may l i e i n e a r l i e r childhood. 

89. A f t e r a c c i d e n t s , the second cause of m o r t a l i t y among young people i s 
s u i c i d e . Rates of s u i c i d e among young men are higher than among young women, 
although r a t e s of s u i c i d e attempts a r e higher among young women. 

90. Rates of m o r t a l i t y among young people show a g r e a t d i s p a r i t y between the 
developed and developing c o u n t r i e s . The main causes a r e l i n k e d to poor 
economic and s o c i a l c o n d i t i o n s , and i n p a r t i c u l a r a r e a r e s u l t of 
m a l n u t r i t i o n . According to the l a t e s t e s t i m a t e s of FAO, every day i n the 
l e a s t developed c o u n t r i e s thousands of young boys and g i r l s are dying of 
hunger. Higher r a t e s of m o r t a l i t y among young people i n developing c o u n t r i e s 
are a l s o l i n k e d to l a c k of h e a l t h s e r v i c e f a c i l i t i e s and pe r s o n n e l , e s p e c i a l l y 
i n r u r a l a r e a s . Very poor t r a n s p o r t networks do not a l l o w easy a c c e s s to 
medical c a r e , which i s o f t e n c e n t r e d i n c i t i e s . 

4. D i s a b l e d vouth 

91. S t a t i s t i c s show t h a t many d i s a b l e d people a r e young. On the b a s i s of 
inf o r m a t i o n r e c e i v e d , i t i s c l e a r t h a t i n many, p a r t i c u l a r l y developing, 
c o u n t r i e s t h e r e i s an i n c r e a s i n g number of d i s a b l e d young people. E v e r y young 
person w i t h a d i s a b i l i t y i s , i n a sense, impoverished. They must confront the 
most d i f f i c u l t problems i n a l l a s p e c t s of d a i l y l i f e . The Unit e d S t a t e s has 
adopted the Americans w i t h D i s a b i l i t i e s Act (ADA) which g i v e s c i v i l r i g h t s 
p r o t e c t i o n to i n d i v i d u a l s w i t h d i s a b i l i t i e s . I t guarantees equal opportunity 
i n employment, p u b l i c accommodation, t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , s t a t e and l o c a l 
government s e r v i c e s and telecommunications. Such r u l e s and r e g u l a t i o n s should 
be promoted everywhere i n the world a s , f o r young d i s a b l e d people i n 
p a r t i c u l a r , they r e p r e s e n t an important guarantee i n t h e i r e f f o r t s to secure 
equal a c c e s s i n a l l f i e l d s of modern s o c i e t y . 

92. The Ad Hoc Open-Ended Working Group to E l a b o r a t e Standard Rules on the 
E q u a l i z a t i o n of Op p o r t u n i t i e s a t i t s second s e s s i o n (Vienna, May 1992) 
suggested a s e t of s p e c i f i c t a r g e t s to be achieved w i t h i n a d e f i n i t e 
time-frame. Between such t a r g e t s has been i n c l u d e d an annual i n c r e a s e of a t 
l e a s t 10 per cent i n the pro p o r t i o n of d i s a b l e d boys and g i r l s a t t e n d i n g 
s c h o o l . I t a l s o proposed a r e d u c t i o n by 50 per cent over the next y e a r s of 
the causes of avoidable impairments t h a t l e a d to d i s a b i l i t y . 
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93. During the U n i t e d Nations Decade of D i s a b l e d Persons awareness has been 
growing t h a t p h y s i c a l " d i s a b i l i t y " i s not about p e r s o n a l , but r a t h e r 
environmental d e f i c i e n c i e s . Many s t u d i e s a t the n a t i o n a l and i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
l e v e l have emphasized the c o n t r i b u t i o n of young d i s a b l e d persons to the 
changing m e n t a l i t y i n t h i s f i e l d . They have demonstrated p r a c t i c a l l y t h a t the 
a c c e n t should be on a b i l i t y r a t h e r than d i s a b i l i t y , on i n t e g r a t i o n r a t h e r than 
s e g r e g a t i o n , on f u l l y developing p o t e n t i a l r a t h e r than m a i n t a i n i n g h u r d l e s to 
development. The e q u a l i z a t i o n of opportunity appears, consequently, to be 
e s s e n t i a l f o r the environment to be a c c e p t a b l e to the people w i t h 
d i s a b i l i t i e s . D i s a b l e d young people i n many developed c o u n t r i e s are a c t i v e l y 
p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l l i f e . I t has become c l e a r t h a t 
the p h y s i c a l environment, s e r v i c e s , a c t i v i t i e s and i n f o r m a t i o n , together w i t h 
other systems of s o c i e t y , should be made a c c e s s i b l e to a l l , i n c l u d i n g the 
d i s a b l e d . 

94. I t i s unfortunate t h a t i n s p i t e of these p o s i t i v e t r e n d s , too o f t e n young 
persons w i t h d i s a b i l i t i e s are s t i l l denied equal o p p o r t u n i t i e s . I n many 
c o u n t r i e s d i s c r i m i n a t o r y p r a c t i c e s continue to e x i s t w i t h r e s p e c t to d i s a b l e d 
persons. Some o r g a n i z a t i o n s r e p r e s e n t i n g d i s a b l e d persons have emphasized 
c a s e s of young d i s a b l e d persons who f a i l e d to o b t a i n the n e c e s s a r y support, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y i n developing c o u n t r i e s . For t h i s reason, many governmental, 
intergovernmental and non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s c o n s i d e r the concept of 
equal r i g h t s as an i n h e r e n t component of the e q u a l i z a t i o n of opportunity. 

5. Armed c o n f l i c t s 

95. The s e r i o u s t e n s i o n s on the i n t e r n a t i o n a l scene and the unprecedented and 
immensely c o s t l y a c c e l e r a t i o n of the arms r a c e l i m i t the o p p o r t u n i t i e s to 
r e s o l v e c e r t a i n acute economic and s o c i a l problems f a c i n g many young people 
today. 

96. We have to s t r e s s a gain t h a t , to ensure the enjoyment by youth of the 
r i g h t to l i f e , the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community must make every e f f o r t to 
s t r e n g t h e n peace, remove the growing t h r e a t of war, p a r t i c u l a r l y n u c l e a r war, 
to h a l t the arms r a c e , to achieve g e n e r a l and complete disarmament under 
e f f e c t i v e i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o n t r o l , and to prevent v i o l a t i o n s of the p r i n c i p l e s 
of the C h a r t e r of the U n i t e d Nations regarding the s o v e r e i g n t y and t e r r i t o r i a l 
i n t e g r i t y of S t a t e s and s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n of peoples. I n the r e c e n t p a s t , 
the number of young v i c t i m s of wars or other m i l i t a r y c o n f l i c t s , on 
c o n s e r v a t i v e e s t i m a t e s , would be a t l e a s t 3 m i l l i o n . 

97. Dorothea E. Woods has emphasized i n her r e p o r t " C h i l d r e n a t War i n 
A f r i c a " , t h a t a t p r e s e n t youth under 18 are known to be i n c l u d e d i n the 
governmental armies of Chad, Somalia and Uganda and i n bands s u b s i d i z e d by 
some Governments. Minors are i n the l i b e r a t i o n movements of E r i t r e a and 
Western Sahara. Minors make up a high percentage of the s o l d i e r s i n 
Mozambique. The South Sudan L i b e r a t i o n Army a l s o t a k e s i n minors. The 
s o l d i e r s of t h i s l i b e r a t i o n army have taken charge of the hunger of v e r y young 
boys and have taught them to c u l t i v a t e the s o i l as w e l l as to f i g h t . I n 
L i b e r i a , a l o t of young people were d i s p l a c e d and t h e i r f a m i l i e s k i l l e d . I n 
Mozambique some 200,000 war orphans wandering about the bush have been a t the 
mercy of the g u e r r i l l a bands. Most of the 10,000 young people captured have 
k i l l e d o t h e r s so as to have food and c l o t h i n g . 



E/CN.4/Sub.2/1992/36 
page 17 

98. I n Sudan, youth have been kidnapped by wandering bands armed by the 
Government, and a l s o by the l i b e r a t i o n army. I n Mozambique the RENAMO army 
took by f o r c e about 90 of i t s s o l d i e r s , dragging them v i o l e n t l y from t h e i r 
v i l l a g e s and shooting them i f they attempted to escape. I n the p r o c e s s of 
capture, many young people have been exposed to t e r r i b l e happenings. 

99. I t i s unfortunate t h a t many boys l e a r n how to k i l l another human being 
before they l e a r n to read. Some boys f i r e guns they a r e s c a r c e l y b i g enough 
to handle. 

100. The f o r c e d r e c r u i t m e n t of young men and boys i s an e v i d e n t v i o l a t i o n of 
human r i g h t s . 

101. Taking i n t o account these and other developments which have grave 
p s y c h o l o g i c a l and p h y s i c a l e f f e c t s on the l i v e s of young people, i t i s 
n e c e s s a r y to stop the use of c h i l d r e n i n armed c o n f l i c t s and to rec o g n i z e 
t h e i r r i g h t to o b j e c t to m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e and to r e f u s e to k i l l . 

6. C o n s c i e n t i o u s o b j e c t i o n to m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e 

102. During the l a s t four y e a r s , young people have succeeded i n c o n v i n c i n g 
some n a t i o n a l a u t h o r i t i e s to rec o g n i z e t h e i r r i g h t of c o n s c i e n t i o u s o b j e c t i o n 
to m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e as a l e g i t i m a t e e x e r c i s e of the r i g h t to freedom of 
thought, c o n s c i e n c e and r e l i g i o n . I n such c o u n t r i e s , i n c l u d i n g Hungary and 
Poland, new r u l e s and r e g u l a t i o n s have been adopted which r e c o g n i z e e x p l i c i t l y 
t h i s r i g h t and o f f e r young people the p o s s i b i l i t y of performing n o n - m i l i t a r y 
a l t e r n a t i v e s e r v i c e . 

103. U n f o r t u n a t e l y , i n many c o u n t r i e s the recommendations contained i n 
Commission on Human Ri g h t s r e s o l u t i o n 1989/59 continue not to be a p p l i e d , and 
persons who o b j e c t to m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e f o r reasons of c o n s c i e n c e a r e r o u t i n e l y 
imprisoned or f o r c e d i n t o m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e . I n these c o u n t r i e s , a l l c o n s c r i p t s 
who r e f u s e to perform m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e are t r i e d before a m i l i t a r y t r i b u n a l 
and may be sentenced to up to t h r e e y e a r s ' imprisonment. On the other hand, 
i n some c o u n t r i e s the d u r a t i o n of the a l t e r n a t i v e s e r v i c e appears to be 
p u n i t i v e . For i n s t a n c e , i n France c o n s c r i p t s are accepted f o r a l t e r n a t i v e 
c i v i l i a n s e r v i c e i n a s t a t e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n or i n l o c a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s of a 
s o c i a l or humanitarian nature, but the l e n g t h of s e r v i c e i s 24 months, twice 
t h a t of o r d i n a r y m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e . I t i s our f i r m view t h a t a l t e r n a t i v e 
c i v i l i a n s e r v i c e of a p u n i t i v e d u r a t i o n i s not an a c c e p t a b l e a l t e r n a t i v e . 

104. On the b a s i s of the r e s o l u t i o n c i t e d , a l l S t a t e s should take a p p r o p r i a t e 
s t e p s to recognize the r i g h t of c o n s c i e n t i o u s o b j e c t i o n to m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e as 
a l e g i t i m a t e r i g h t . Through ap p r o p r i a t e laws and r e g u l a t i o n s , c o n s c r i p t s 
should have the r i g h t to c l a i m c o n s c i e n t i o u s o b j e c t o r s t a t u s a t any time, 
s i n c e the c l a i m i s an e x e r c i s e of the fundamental r i g h t to freedom of thought, 
c o n s c i e n c e and r e l i g i o n . I n the view of Amnesty I n t e r n a t i o n a l , 

"a c o n s c i e n t i o u s o b j e c t o r i s understood to be a person l i a b l e to r e g i s t e r 
f o r c o n s c r i p t i o n f o r m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e (even where th e r e i s no m i l i t a r y 
s e r v i c e ) , who, f o r reasons of conscience or profound c o n v i c t i o n a r i s i n g 
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from r e l i g i o u s , e t h i c a l , moral, humanitarian, p h i l o s o p h i c a l , or s i m i l a r 
motives r e f u s e s to perform armed s e r v i c e or any other d i r e c t or i n d i r e c t 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n wars or armed c o n f l i c t s " . 

A ccording to the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Peace Bureau, many young people were compelled 
to p a r t i c i p a t e i n m i l i t a r y c o n f l i c t s i n Afghanistan, E l Salvador, Guatemala, 
I r a n and Uganda. Thousands of them were taken p r i s o n e r . Many young people 
were k i l l e d i n the armed c o n f l i c t i n Cambodia c o n t r a r y to t h e i r c o n v i c t i o n s . 
According to an Amnesty I n t e r n a t i o n a l study p u b l i s h e d i n January 1991 on 
the b a s i s of a n a l y s e s i n Argentina, A u s t r i a , B u l g a r i a , China, Cyprus, 
C z e c h o s l o v a k i a , Germany, F i n l a n d , France, Greece, Hungary, I s r a e l , I t a l y , 
Norway, Poland, Romania, Somalia, South A f r i c a , Spain, Sweden, S w i t z e r l a n d , 
USSR and Y u g o s l a v i a , t h e r e i s an urgent need to r e c o g n i z e the r i g h t of 
everyone to r e f u s e to k i l l . 

105. I t i s encouraging t h a t during the l a s t two y e a r s some Governments have 
taken a c t i o n r e g a r d i n g the q u e s t i o n of c o n s c i e n t i o u s o b j e c t i o n to m i l i t a r y 
s e r v i c e . I n Argentina, the M i l i t a r y S e r v i c e Act (No. 17,531) makes p r o v i s i o n 
f o r a l a r g e number of p o s s i b l e grounds f o r exemption, which, to judge by the 
numerous b i l l s submitted, i s c o n s t a n t l y growing. T h i s group i n c l u d e s persons 
who apply to be d e c l a r e d u n f i t on h e a l t h grounds and those who belong to 
r e c o g n i z e d r e l i g i o u s s e c t s or groups and who c l a i m to be s e m i n a r i s t s or 
m i n i s t e r s of t h e i r r e l i g i o n . I n Belgium, w i t h i n one month of the date of 
r e c e i p t , the l o c a l a u t h o r i t i e s prepare a f i l e , which they t r a n s m i t to the 
M i n i s t e r of the I n t e r i o r , who e i t h e r t a k e s a d e c i s i o n to g r a n t the a p p l i c a n t 
c o n s c i e n t i o u s o b j e c t o r s t a t u s or, i f he c o n s i d e r s t h a t he i s unable to take 
f a v o u r a b l e a c t i o n on the a p p l i c a t i o n , t r a n s m i t s i t to the C o u n c i l of 
C o n s c i e n t i o u s O b j e c t i o n , which takes a d e c i s i o n . I n Canada, the l e g i s l a t i o n 
enacted f o r n a t i o n a l s e r v i c e c o n t a i n s p r o v i s i o n s f o r c o n s c i e n t i o u s o b j e c t o r s 
e i t h e r to perform a l t e r n a t i v e forms of s e r v i c e or to perform non-combatant 
s e r v i c e i n the m i l i t a r y f o r c e s . Chad ac c e p t s and r e c o g n i z e s c o n s c i e n t i o u s 
o b j e c t i o n to m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e , although c o n s c i e n t i o u s o b j e c t o r s are s u b j e c t to 
some c o n d i t i o n s . I n the R e p u b l i c of the P h i l i p p i n e s , o b j e c t i o n s on grounds of 
c o n s c i e n c e i n c l u d e s i n c e r e b e l i e f founded on r e l i g i o n and genuine p e r s o n a l 
c o n v i c t i o n s t h a t one should not k i l l or take away l i f e under any circumstance. 
I n Spain, Royal Decree No. 20/1988 i s i n f o r c e , approving the r e g u l a t i o n s 
r e l a t i n g to s o c i a l s e r v i c e by c o n s c i e n t i o u s o b j e c t o r s . I n Sweden t h e r e are 
p o s s i b i l i t i e s f o r persons l i a b l e f o r m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e to perform non-combatant 
s e r v i c e i n s t e a d of m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e . I n 1973, the U n i t e d S t a t e s a b o l i s h e d 
c o n s c r i p t i o n and adopted an a l l - v o l u n t e e r m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e system. 

106. I n s p i t e of t h i s p o s i t i v e t r e n d , during the p a s t two y e a r s many young 
people have been compelled to p a r t i c i p a t e i n m i l i t a r y c o n f l i c t s i n d i f f e r e n t 
r e g i o n s of the world, i n c l u d i n g Europe. Not a l l S t a t e s r e s p e c t the r i g h t to 
c o n s c i e n t i o u s o b j e c t i o n to m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e and those persons who r e f u s e 
s e r v i c e are imprisoned or otherwise punished. More alarming are the frequent 
r e p o r t s of f o r c e d c o n s c r i p t i o n through kidnapping and s t r e e t round-ups. Many 
of those f o r c i b l y r e c r u i t e d are young boys under the age of c o n s c r i p t i o n . 
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107. For these reasons, i t i s urgent f o r a l l S t a t e s to r e s p e c t the r i g h t to 
c o n s c i e n t i o u s o b j e c t i o n to m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e . More than t h a t , S t a t e s should 
a l s o r e c o g n i z e the r i g h t of an i n d i v i d u a l to be r e l e a s e d from the armed f o r c e s 
on grounds of c o n s c i e n c e . 

7. Drug abuse 

108. The l i f e of many young people i s i n danger i n d i f f e r e n t c o u n t r i e s because 
of the c o n t i n u i n g i n c r e a s e i n the use of i l l i c i t drugs. Young people are 
f r e q u e n t l y engaged or used i n d i f f e r e n t a s p e c t s of the i l l i c i t drug b u s i n e s s , 
i n c l u d i n g the production, p o s s e s s i o n , t r a f f i c k i n g , demand and consumption of 
i l l i c i t drugs. The immediate consequences are massive s o c i a l and human 
problems and harmful e f f e c t s on the p h y s i c a l and moral h e a l t h of the young 
po p u l a t i o n . The M i n i s t r y of F o r e i g n A f f a i r s of Colombia has r e p o r t e d t h a t i n 
s p i t e of s p e c i a l measures taken by the Government, many young people continue 
to be v i c t i m s of the abuse of n a r c o t i c drugs. On the b a s i s of in f o r m a t i o n 
r e c e i v e d , i n the world today a t l e a s t 14 m i l l i o n young people a r e v i c t i m s of 
the abuse of n a r c o t i c drugs and p s y c h o t r o p i c substances and more than 
5 m i l l i o n a r e engaged or used i n d i f f e r e n t a s p e c t s of the i l l i c i t drug 
b u s i n e s s , w h i l e about 17.5 m i l l i o n a r e v i c t i m s of a l c o h o l i s m . The e x t e n t and 
occurrence of the abuse of n a r c o t i c drugs or a l c o h o l d u r i n g the 20 y e a r s 
p receding 1991 may have been even more widespread, s i n c e not a l l c a s e s were 
reported. According to Amnesty I n t e r n a t i o n a l , i n Colombia, 

" a g a i n s t a background of c o n t i n u i n g c i v i l c o n f l i c t and e x t e n s i v e 
d r u g - r e l a t e d v i o l e n c e , government f o r c e s , sometimes o p e r a t i n g i n a l l i a n c e 
w i t h d r u g - t r a f f i c k e r s , and p a r a m i l i t a r y groups under t h e i r command 
continue to commit widespread and s y s t e m a t i c human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s " . 

109. The I n t e r n a t i o n a l Symposium on the I n t e g r a t i o n of Young People i n t o 
S o c i e t y (Toledo, Spain, June 1990) emphasized t h a t the abuse of i l l i c i t drugs 
i s l a r g e l y a male problem. At the same time i t was noted t h a t the p r o p o r t i o n 
of young women abusing drugs i s growing. Young women drug abusers s u f f e r more 
p e r s o n a l s t r e s s , d e p r e s s i o n and a n x i e t y and show a lower l e v e l of s e l f - e s t e e m 
than male drug abusers. Many s t u d i e s c a r r i e d out a t the n a t i o n a l l e v e l , 
i n d i c a t e t h a t young women o p i a t e a d d i c t s had more p h y s i c a l and p s y c h o l o g i c a l 
problems i n s c h o o l , a t work and i n t h e i r f a m i l i e s even before a d d i c t i o n . 
According to a study by the D i v i s i o n f o r the Advancement of Women, p e r s o n a l 
and s o c i a l d i s f u n c t i o n r e s u l t s from drug abuse and the h e a l t h and even the 
s u r v i v a l of any c h i l d r e n born during or a f t e r drug abuse i s endangered. 

110. Most s t u d i e s a t the n a t i o n a l and the i n t e r n a t i o n a l l e v e l show t h a t young 
people who abuse drugs commit crimes. There i s a c l o s e r e l a t i o n s h i p between 
drugs and v i o l e n c e . 

111. I n view of the extremely grave consequences of drug abuse f o r the 
p h y s i c a l and moral h e a l t h of young people, and f o r every human being, many 
n a t i o n a l and i n t e r n a t i o n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s c o n s i d e r i t n e c e s s a r y to c o n s i d e r the 
i l l i c i t drug b u s i n e s s , i n c l u d i n g the production, p o s s e s s i o n , t r a f f i c k i n g , 
demand, consumption and f i n a n c i n g of i l l i c i t drugs, as a crime a g a i n s t 
humanity. 
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8. Young women v i c t i m s of t r a f f i c k i n g and i n v o l u n t a r y p r o s t i t u t i o n 

112. F o rced p r o s t i t u t i o n i s a form of s l a v e r y imposed on young women by 
p r o c u r e r s . 

113. T r a f f i c k i n g and i n v o l u n t a r y p r o s t i t u t i o n a r e , i n t e r a l i a , a r e s u l t of 
economic degradation t h a t a l i e n a t e s young women's labour through p r o c e s s e s of 
r a p i d u r b a n i z a t i o n and m i g r a t i o n t h a t r e s u l t i n underemployment and 
unemployment. 

114. S o c i a l and p o l i t i c a l p r e s s u r e s produce refugees and m i s s i n g persons. 
Often t h e s e i n c l u d e v u l n e r a b l e groups of young women who are v i c t i m i z e d by 
p r o c u r e r s . 

115. Sex tourism, f o r c e d p r o s t i t u t i o n and pornography reduce young women to 
mere sex o b j e c t s and marketable commodities. 

116. I n some c o u n t r i e s of A s i a , i n p a r t i c u l a r T h a i l a n d , and i n some c o u n t r i e s 
of L a t i n America, such as B r a z i l and Mexico, v e r y young g i r l s , many of them 
under 15, are f o r c e d to become p r o s t i t u t e s . I n these c o u n t r i e s and i n many 
o t h e r s , f o r c e d p r o s t i t u t i o n and t r a f f i c k i n g i n young women f o r the purposes of 
p r o s t i t u t i o n have become a h i g h l y p r o f i t a b l e b u s i n e s s , not only a t the 
n a t i o n a l but even a t the i n t e r n a t i o n a l l e v e l . 

117. I n t e r n a t i o n a l sex tourism i s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h the power of men from 
r i c h c o u n t r i e s to purchase s e x u a l s e r v i c e s from poor young women i n 
developing c o u n t r i e s . T h i s adds an i n t e r n a t i o n a l dimension to the spread 
of HIV i n f e c t i o n . P r o s t i t u t e s are not s o l e l y r e s p o n s i b l e f o r i t s spread. 
But young women who are dependent economically on p r o s t i t u t i o n have no 
other c h o i c e than to r i s k i n f e c t i o n . Otherwise, they l o s e t h e i r means of 
s u r v i v a l f o r themselves and t h e i r c h i l d r e n . There i s an i n c r e a s i n g r i s k of 
HIV i n f e c t i o n being i n t r o d u c e d i n t o p r e v i o u s l y u n i n f e c t e d p o p u l a t i o n s through 
such k i n d of p r o s t i t u t e s . 

118. For these reasons, urgent c o n s i d e r a t i o n should be g i v e n to the 
improvement of n a t i o n a l and i n t e r n a t i o n a l measures to combat t r a f f i c k i n g i n 
young women f o r the purposes of p r o s t i t u t i o n . S t r i c t enforcement p r o v i s i o n s 
must be taken a t a l l l e v e l s to stem the r i s i n g t i d e of v i o l e n c e , drug abuse 
and crime r e l a t e d to p r o s t i t u t i o n . 

119. The complex and s e r i o u s problems of e x p l o i t a t i o n of and v i o l e n c e a g a i n s t 
young women a s s o c i a t e d w i t h p r o s t i t u t i o n c a l l f o r i n c r e a s e d and coordinated 
e f f o r t s by p o l i c e agencies i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y . 

9. J u v e n i l e j u s t i c e 

120. The a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of j u s t i c e i n the case of young o f f e n d e r s i s v e r y 
important f o r the f u l l enjoyment by youth of the r i g h t to l i f e . I n the 
view of some members of the Board of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l S o c i e t y of S o c i a l 
Defence ( I S S D ) , a penal s a n c t i o n a f f e c t i n g j u v e n i l e s i s meaningless i f i t does 
not aim a t the s o c i a l r e i n t e g r a t i o n , education, p r o f e s s i o n a l t r a i n i n g and 
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r e h a b i l i t a t i o n of the offender, the s a n c t i o n as such being secondary. 
Recourse to d e t e n t i o n f o r an i n d e f i n i t e p e r i o d , sometimes adopted even f o r 
unusual behaviour not i n v o l v i n g any breach of the penal law, i s today 
c o n s i d e r e d c o n t r a r y to human r i g h t s . 

121. The a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of j u v e n i l e j u s t i c e p l a y s a v e r y important r o l e i n the 
p r o t e c t i o n of human r i g h t s i f i t r e c o g n i z e s t h a t the minor has h i s own r i g h t s 
and i f i t succeeds i n combining the need f o r p r o t e c t i o n and the need f o r 
guarantees. P r e s e n t t r e n d s aim to r e s t r i c t the d e t e n t i o n of minors to the 
most se v e r e c a s e s and to c o n s i d e r d e t e n t i o n as the u l t i m a r a t i o , developing 
i n s t e a d a l t e r n a t i v e measures which, w h i l e r e a c t i n g to the o f f e n c e , do not 
d e p r i v e the person of h i s l i b e r t y . Modern penal law and the penal system f o r 
young people aim a t overcoming any form of p a t e r n a l i s t i c i n t e r v e n t i o n , keeping 
however the p e c u l i a r i t y of a system which, w i t h l e g a l guarantees, pursues 
above a l l an e d u c a t i o n a l and s o c i a l a c t i o n and p l a c e s the i n t e r e s t s of 
j u v e n i l e s i n the f o r e f r o n t . 

122. Many Governments have adopted measures which provide f o r the p r o t e c t i o n 
and c a r e of young persons who are v i c t i m s of abuse, abandonment and 
e x p l o i t a t i o n . I n some c o u n t r i e s , r u l e s , r e g u l a t i o n s and procedures have been 
adopted which provide s t i f f punishment f o r c r u e l t y to young persons. For 
i n s t a n c e , i f a person who has the custody, charge or c a r e of a young person 
w i l f u l l y a s s a u l t s , i l l - t r e a t s , n e g l e c t s , abandons or exposes such young 
person or causes or procures or permits such young person to be a s s a u l t e d , 
i l l - t r e a t e d , n e g l e c t e d , abandoned or exposed i n a manner l i k e l y to cause such 
young person unnecessary s u f f e r i n g or i n j u r y to h i s h e a l t h , t h a t person s h a l l 
be deemed g u i l t y of an offence punishable by imprisonment of up to s e v e r a l 
y e a r s or to a f i n e , or to both imprisonment and f i n e . 

123. I n many c o u n t r i e s , school w e l f a r e s e r v i c e s have been organized which are 
r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the a f t e r - c a r e of j u v e n i l e o f f e n d e r s d e t a i n e d i n , or r e l e a s e d 
on p a r o l e l i c e n c e from, approved s c h o o l s or approved homes. I t i s n e c e s s a r y 
to s t a r t a f t e r - c a r e from the day of the o f f e n d e r ' s d e t e n t i o n i n the 
i n s t i t u t i o n u n t i l h i s e v e n t u a l r e i n t e g r a t i o n i n t o the community. 

124. E x p e r i e n c e shows t h a t the U n i t e d Nations Standard Minimum Rules 
(the B e i j i n g R u l e s ) , contained i n the annex to General Assembly 
r e s o l u t i o n 40/33, are p l a y i n g an important r o l e i n the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
of j u v e n i l e j u s t i c e . I n t h i s r e s o l u t i o n , the General Assembly i n v i t e d 
Member S t a t e s to adapt, wherever n e c e s s a r y , t h e i r n a t i o n a l p o l i c i e s and 
p r a c t i c e s to the Rules and to b r i n g them to the a t t e n t i o n of the r e l e v a n t 
a u t h o r i t i e s and to p u b l i c o pinion. Many Governments have a l r e a d y taken s t e p s 
to a l i g n t h e i r j u v e n i l e j u s t i c e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n w i t h the R u l e s . For i n s t a n c e , 
i n France, the M i n i s t r y of J u s t i c e had completed a study designed to guide 
the course of a c t i o n f o r t r a n s l a t i n g the Rules i n t o domestic law. France 
has a s e p a r a t e j u v e n i l e j u s t i c e system, w i t h s p e c i a l i z e d personnel and 
m u l t i d i s c i p l i n a r y c o u n s e l l o r s . The Governments of A u s t r i a , B y e l o r u s s i a , 
Germany, Greece, Hungary, the Netherlands, the R u s s i a n F e d e r a t i o n , Ukraine 
and the U n i t e d Kingdom have i n d i c a t e d t h a t the Rules have been r e f l e c t e d i n 
t h e i r n a t i o n a l systems. 
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125. There i s no doubt t h a t the p r e v e n t i o n of j u v e n i l e delinquency i s an 
e s s e n t i a l element of crime p r e v e n t i o n i n s o c i e t y . I n March 1991, the 
General Assembly adopted the United Nations G u i d e l i n e s f o r the P r e v e n t i o n of 
J u v e n i l e Delinquency (The Riyadh G u i d e l i n e s ) . The p r e v e n t i o n of j u v e n i l e 
d elinquency r e q u i r e s e f f o r t s on the p a r t of the e n t i r e s o c i e t y to ensure the 
harmonious development of a d o l e s c e n t s , and r e s p e c t f o r and promotion of t h e i r 
p e r s o n a l i t y from e a r l y childhood. Young persons should have an a c t i v e r o l e 
w i t h i n s o c i e t y . They should not be c o n s i d e r e d as mere o b j e c t s of s o c i a l i z a t i o n 
or c o n t r o l . The w e l l - b e i n g of young persons should be the main purpose of any 
p r e v e n t i v e programme. 

10. The r o l e of youth i n the promotion and p r o t e c t i o n of 
the r i g h t s of v i c t i m s of c r i m i n a l abuses of power 

126. During the p e r i o d 1989-1991 the s t r u g g l e of youth f o r freedom and 
democracy became d e c i s i v e i n some c o u n t r i e s . At the same time, the 
r e p r e s s i o n of young f i g h t e r s f o r freedom became h a r s h e r and much more c r u e l . 
Amnesty I n t e r n a t i o n a l e s t i m a t e s t h a t a t l e a s t 1,000 people were k i l l e d and 
thousands more i n j u r e d i n B e i j i n g i n e a r l y June 1989 when troops f i r e d i n t o 
crowds of p r o t e s t e r s and bystanders - the v a s t m a j o r i t y of them young and 
unarmed. I n Romania, during the December 1989 r e v o l u t i o n and during the 
k i l l i n g and r e p r e s s i o n i n June 1990, young people s u f f e r e d the most. I n 
Myanmar, d u r i n g the 1988 and 1989 r e p r e s s i o n , most of the v i c t i m s were 
s t u d e n t s . 

127. During those t r a g i c events, many young people were k i l l e d . Others 
s u f f e r e d p h y s i c a l or mental i n j u r y , emotional s u f f e r i n g , economic l o s s or 
s u b s t a n t i a l impairment of t h e i r fundamental r i g h t s . I n accordance w i t h the 
p r o v i s i o n s of i n t e r n a t i o n a l law, the v i c t i m s should be t r e a t e d w i t h compassion 
and r e s p e c t f o r t h e i r d i g n i t y . Those who a r e g u i l t y of c r i m i n a l abuses of 
power should be t r i e d and punished i n conformity w i t h the law. J u d i c i a l and 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e mechanisms should be e s t a b l i s h e d or strengthened to enable 
v i c t i m s to o b t a i n r e d r e s s through formal and i n f o r m a l procedures t h a t should 
be expedient, f a i r , i n e x p e n s i v e and a c c e s s i b l e . 

128. V i c t i m s should r e c e i v e the n e c e s s a r y medical, p s y c h o l o g i c a l , s o c i a l and 
m a t e r i a l a s s i s t a n c e through governmental means. P o l i c e , j u s t i c e , h e a l t h , 
s o c i a l s e r v i c e and other personnel concerned should r e c e i v e t r a i n i n g and 
g u i d e l i n e s to ensure the p r o v i s i o n of a p p r o p r i a t e and prompt a i d . 

129. Those S t a t e s t h a t have no adequate r u l e s and r e g u l a t i o n s to punish such 
c r i m i n a l a c t i o n s should i n c o r p o r a t e i n t o t h e i r n a t i o n a l law norms p r o s c r i b i n g 
crimes and abuses of power and p r o v i d i n g remedies to v i c t i m s of such crimes 
and abuses. J u s t i c e should be done, i n s p i t e of the r e s i s t a n c e of p o l i t i c a l 
l e a d e r s i n some c o u n t r i e s . But, as former P r e s i d e n t F r a n k l i n D. R o o s e v e l t of 
the U n i t e d S t a t e s r i g h t l y p ointed out, "the q u e s t i o n i s not only to punish 
such c r i m i n a l abuses of power. The most important i s to prevent them". And 
n a t i o n a l and i n t e r n a t i o n a l law have a d e c i s i v e r o l e i n t h i s r e s p e c t . 
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В. S e r i o u s d i f f i c u l t i e s i n e n s u r i n g the e x e r c i s e 
of youth's fundamental r i g h t to education 

130. P a r t i c u l a r l y s i n c e the 1960s, a c r i t i q u e of e d u c a t i o n a l systems has been 
e v o l v i n g i n both developed and developing c o u n t r i e s . Some e d u c a t i o n a l systems 
appear to be u n s u i t a b l e f o r modern s o c i a l needs. There i s a wide gap between 
formal s c h o o l i n g and the world of work. Young people i n many c o u n t r i e s have 
emphasized the f a c t t h a t w h i l e c o n s i d e r a b l e p r o g r e s s has been achieved, 
e d u c a t i o n a l reform has not kept pace w i t h r a p i d growth. 

131. Young people i n developed and e s p e c i a l l y i n developing c o u n t r i e s continue 
to confront s e r i o u s d i f f i c u l t i e s i n e n s u r i n g t h e i r fundamental r i g h t to 
education. 

1. Development of education 

132. I n l e s s developed c o u n t r i e s , i n p a r t i c u l a r , s c h o o l i n g has o f t e n been 
i n s u f f i c i e n t i n content and q u a l i t y , w i t h overcrowded classrooms, 
i n s u f f i c i e n t l y t r a i n e d and overworked t e a c h e r s , i n s u f f i c i e n t equipment and a 
l a c k of e s s e n t i a l support s e r v i c e s . 

133. Investment and a s s i s t a n c e are not s u f f i c i e n t to c r e a t e e f f i c i e n t school 
systems and support s e r v i c e s and to endow sch o o l s w i t h q u a l i f i e d p e r s o n n e l . 
I t i s e s t i m a t e d t h a t a t the p r e s e n t time some 878 m i l l i o n people can n e i t h e r 
read nor w r i t e , as a g a i n s t 742 m i l l i o n i n 1970. I f c u r r e n t trends continue, 
the s i t u a t i o n w i l l be worse i n 1995. I n some c o u n t r i e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y the l e s s 
developed, one young person i n four i s i l l i t e r a t e . There i s no doubt t h a t the 
e x t e n s i o n of e f f e c t i v e a s s i s t a n c e f o r the e r a d i c a t i o n of i l l i t e r a c y and f o r 
the promotion of education of a l l kinds i n the developing c o u n t r i e s , both 
b i l a t e r a l l y and through the United Nations system, has become a most important 
and urgent a c t i v i t y . Many Governments of developing c o u n t r i e s have a s s i g n e d 
prime importance i n t h e i r programmes of s o c i a l development to e r a d i c a t i n g 
i l l i t e r a c y . 

134. The Government of China has reported t h a t 

" i n order to r a i s e the q u a l i t y of Chinese youth, the Government has 
launched a l l manner of i n t e l l e c t u a l development and self-improvement 
schemes among the young. According to incomplete s t a t i s t i c s , 120 m i l l i o n 
young people have taken p a r t i n schemes of t h i s kind, 55 m i l l i o n youth 
are r e s o l u t e l y s t u dying a t home and every year 3 m i l l i o n s i t the 
nationwide higher education examination f o r correspondence and 
s e l f - t a u g h t s t u d e n t s . But, China s t i l l has over 100 m i l l i o n i l l i t e r a t e s 
and per c a p i t a spending on education i s low". 

135. The M i n i s t r y of Education, C u l t u r e , Youth and Sport of the R e p u b l i c of 
Namibia has r e p o r t e d t h a t "an i n t e g r a t e d , comprehensive and r e s p o n s i b l e youth 
development programme w i l l r e i n f o r c e and augment academic t r a i n i n g 
m e a n i n g f u l l y and r e s p o n s i b l y , to the b e n e f i t of the country and i t s people". 
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2. E q u a l i t y i n treatment 

136. I n s p i t e of the f a c t t h a t many a c t i o n s and measures have been taken 
a g a i n s t d i s c r i m i n a t i o n i n education, i t p e r s i s t s i n some c o u n t r i e s i n the 
admission of boys and g i r l s to e d u c a t i o n a l i n s t i t u t i o n s , i n the treatment by 
the p u b l i c a u t h o r i t i e s as between n a t i o n a l s , i n the matter of school f e e s and 
the g r a n t i n g of s c h o l a r s h i p s and other forms of a s s i s t a n c e to young people and 
the n e c e s s a r y permits and f a c i l i t i e s f o r the p u r s u i t of s t u d i e s i n f o r e i g n 
c o u n t r i e s . 

137. The M i n i s t r y of Education, C u l t u r e , Youth and Sport of the Republic of 
Namibia has r e p o r t e d t h a t "during the pre-independence p e r i o d , the p o l i c y of 
a p a r t h e i d was p r o g r e s s i v e l y i n t r o d u c e d i n t o Namibia by the South A f r i c a n 
regime. One of the many l e g a c i e s of South A f r i c a ' s a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of Namibia 
l e d to i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d i n e q u a l i t y i n education, s o c i a l w e l f a r e and labour. 
B l a c k Namibians, f o r example, were t r a i n e d from an e a r l y age to f i l l the 
l o w - l e v e l j o b s r e s e r v e d f o r them by the white m i n o r i t y . The education system 
c a t e r e d f o r b l a c k s , w hites and coloured s e p a r a t e l y and, w i t h i n each s e c t o r , 
t h e r e was f u r t h e r s e g r e g a t i o n between e t h n i c groups". 

138. There i s a v e r y s t r o n g t r e n d to e l i m i n a t e any p r a c t i c e s which i n v o l v e 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n i n education, to ensure t h a t t h e r e i s no d i s c r i m i n a t i o n i n the 
admission of young people to e d u c a t i o n a l i n s t i t u t i o n s , t h a t t h e r e are no 
d i f f e r e n c e s i n treatment as between n a t i o n a l s , except on the b a s i s of m e r i t or 
need, i n the matter of school f e e s and the g r a n t i n g of a s s i s t a n c e . Many 
Governments have adopted e f f e c t i v e measures to e l i m i n a t e any r e s t r i c t i o n s or 
p r e f e r e n c e s based s o l e l y on the ground t h a t young people belong to a 
p a r t i c u l a r group, and to g i v e f o r e i g n n a t i o n a l s r e s i d e n t w i t h i n t h e i r 
t e r r i t o r y the same a c c e s s to education as t h a t g i v e n to t h e i r own n a t i o n a l s . 

139. I n a number of market economy c o u n t r i e s , s c h o o l s are beginning to d e f e r 
the time a t which a choice must be made between predominantly academic and 
predominantly v o c a t i o n a l p u r s u i t s , thus m a i n t a i n i n g f l e x i b i l i t y and promoting 
the g e n e r a l education t h a t i s n e c e s s a r y f o r a l l forms of work. 

140. I n some planned economy c o u n t r i e s , i n response to a need to adapt to 
t e c h n o l o g i c a l changes, reforms have been introduced to r a i s e the q u a l i t y of 
e d u cation and v o c a t i o n a l guidance a t s c h o o l . I n these c o u n t r i e s , t h e r e i s a 
concern to combine academic i n s t r u c t i o n w i t h p r e p a r a t i o n f o r p r a c t i c a l work, 
so t h a t even a t the primary school l e v e l students w i l l be taught b a s i c 
v o c a t i o n a l s k i l l s . 

141. An i s s u e of f a r - r e a c h i n g importance i s youth employment and the r e l a t e d 
problems of unemployment, underemployment, h e a l t h and m i g r a t i o n . The 
Department of I n t e r n a t i o n a l Economic and S o c i a l A f f a i r s of the U n i t e d Nations 

3. G u i d e l i n e s 

C. Grave and numerous problems i n e n s u r i n g the e x e r c i s e 
of youth's fundamental r i g h t to work 
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has u n d e r l i n e d t h a t during the y e a r l y 1980s i t became e v i d e n t t h a t these 
problems loom l a r g e , i n r e a l i t y as w e l l as i n the c o n s c i o u s n e s s of young 
people. Environmental hazards, p h y s i c a l r i s k , p s y c h o l o g i c a l a l i e n a t i o n , 
economic m a r g i n a l i z a t i o n are frequent i s s u e s i n v o l v e d i n the nature of work 
a v a i l a b l e to youth. 

142. The unemployment r a t e of young people i s s t i l l h i g h e r than of the 
workforce a t l a r g e , even though i t has f a l l e n s l i g h t l y i n r e c e n t y e a r s , from 
17.7 per cent i n 1983 to 16 per cent i n 1990 a c c o r d i n g to the l a t e s t f i g u r e s . 
The l a r g e s t d e c l i n e s have taken p l a c e i n A u s t r a l i a , Canada and Norway. The 
r a t e has a l s o f a l l e n i n F i n l a n d , Sweden, Uni t e d Kingdom and the United S t a t e s , 
where the young remain unemployed f o r s h o r t e r p e r i o d s (4.6 months l e s s on 
average) than a d u l t s who o v e r a l l a re more q u a l i f i e d . Elsewhere, and i n 
p a r t i c u l a r i n E a s t e r n Europe, youth unemployment has r i s e n over the l a s t 
two y e a r s . 

143. The Youth Forum of the U n i t e d Nations System (Vienna, 1991) u n d e r l i n e d 
many d i f f i c u l t i e s i n developing c o u n t r i e s i n t h i s f i e l d . I n the c i t i e s and 
the shanty towns around them, young people work i n a v a r i e t y of o c c u p a t i o n a l 
c a t e g o r i e s : sweatshop workers, self-employed a r t i s a n s , s t r e e t vendors, 
s e r v i c e t e c h n i c i a n s , c a s u a l wage l a b o u r e r s , i t i n e r a n t s a l e s p e r s o n s , r e f u s e 
c o l l e c t o r s , p r o s t i t u t e s , beggars and the huge p e r s o n a l s e r v i c e s e c t o r . 

144. I n both developed and developing c o u n t r i e s , t h e r e are many other economic 
a c t i v i t i e s of youth i n which the young people are i n a d e q u a t e l y c a t e g o r i z e d and 
q u a l i f i e d . There are many unpaid f a m i l i e s . Young women s u f f e r from 
long-entrenched d i s c r i m i n a t i o n , p r a c t i c e s and h a b i t s . They r e c e i v e l i t t l e or 
no r e t u r n f o r t h e i r huge c o n t r i b u t i o n to the economy and s o c i e t y , and are v e r y 
o f t e n denied the same o p p o r t u n i t i e s as men f o r t r a i n i n g and p a i d employment. 
They are prevented from maximizing t h e i r i n d i v i d u a l development and 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n s o c i e t y . 

145. At the same time, migrants, refugees and other young workers s t r u g g l e on 
the margins of the labour f o r c e . Young people w i t h d i s a b i l i t i e s a r e f a c i n g 
p a r t i c u l a r d i f f i c u l t i e s as they attempt to p a r t i c i p a t e more f u l l y i n s o c i e t y . 

1. Forced or compulsory labour 

146. I n some c o u n t r i e s young people are r e q u i r e d to perform f o r c e d or 
compulsory labour, whereas oth e r s have no employment. I n other c o u n t r i e s 
t h e r e i s a v e r y l a r g e p r o p o r t i o n of underemployment or v e r y low or inadequate 
incomes or even e x p l o i t a t i o n of youth labour. 

147. The e x i s t i n g systems of f o r c e d or compulsory labour i n some developed 
and, i n p a r t i c u l a r , i n v a r i o u s developing c o u n t r i e s s e r i o u s l y t h r e a t e n s 
fundamental human r i g h t s and j e o p a r d i z e s the freedom and s t a t u s of young 
workers i n c o n t r a v e n t i o n of the o b l i g a t i o n s and p r o v i s i o n s of the C h a r t e r of 
the U n i t e d Nations, the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l R i g hts 
and other i n t e r n a t i o n a l instruments. I n many c a s e s , f o r c e d or compulsory 
labour i s used as a means of p o l i t i c a l c o e r c i o n or punishment f o r h o l d i n g or 
e x p r e s s i n g views i d e o l o g i c a l l y opposed to the e s t a b l i s h e d p o l i t i c a l , s o c i a l or 
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economic system. I n some c o u n t r i e s , f o r c e d or compulsory labour i s used as a 
method of m o b i l i z i n g and u s i n g labour f o r economic purposes or as a means of 
labour d i s c i p l i n e , as punishment f o r having p a r t i c i p a t e d i n s t r i k e s and as a 
means of r a c i a l , s o c i a l , n a t i o n a l or r e l i g i o u s d i s c r i m i n a t i o n . U n f o r t u n a t e l y , 
i n l a r g e a r e a s of the world young people are e x p l o i t e d under h o r r i b l e 
c o n d i t i o n s . I n v a r i o u s developing c o u n t r i e s , extreme poverty f o r c e s many 
young people i n t o the labour market a t a v e r y e a r l y age, d e p r i v i n g them not 
only of the j o y s of childhood but a l s o of any p o s s i b i l i t y of r e a l i z i n g t h e i r 
f u l l p o t e n t i a l as a d u l t s . 

148. There are many types of such youth labour, i n c l u d i n g f a m i l y farming, 
f a m i l y c r a f t w o r k , c r a f t piecework, s m a l l t a s k s c a r r i e d out by young people on 
t h e i r own account, s m a l l t a s k s c a r r i e d out f o r t h i r d p a r t i e s , s e a s o n a l work i n 
a g r i c u l t u r e , a p p r e n t i c e s h i p s , sweatshops, maid-of-all-work labour i n a 
s i t u a t i o n of v i r t u a l bondage, youth p r o s t i t u t i o n and bond s e r v i c e . Many young 
people are unpaid f a m i l y workers i n household e n t e r p r i s e s . A v a s t m a j o r i t y of 
youth work long hours and r e c e i v e a low income, p a r t i c u l a r l y i n r u r a l 
economies, where many young people are engaged i n s u b s i s t e n c e a c t i v i t i e s and 
unpaid f a m i l y labour, such as r e p a i r i n g and m a i n t a i n i n g d w e l l i n g s and farm 
b u i l d i n g s , growing v e g e t a b l e s and f r u i t not f o r t h e i r own consumption, 
c a r r y i n g water over long d i s t a n c e s , e t c . Most of these a c t i v i t i e s take up a 
c o n s i d e r a b l e amount of time and c o n t r i b u t e to the output and w e l f a r e of the 
household e n t e r p r i s e s . Even when a boundary i s drawn between the two, f o r 
young workers the p r a c t i c a l problems of q u a l i f i c a t i o n remain, s i n c e these 
a c t i v i t i e s tend to escape the conventional measurement t o o l s . There are many 
contemporary m a n i f e s t a t i o n s of s l a v e r y - l i k e p r a c t i c e s , i n c l u d i n g a p a r t h e i d , 
c o l o n i a l i s m , t r a f f i c i n and e x p l o i t a t i o n of youth labour, debt bondage, 
i l l i c i t t r a f f i c i n young migrant workers and e x p l o i t a t i o n of hard drug 
a d d i c t s . C o n s e r v a t i v e e s t i m a t e s would put the number of known v i c t i m s of 
f o r c e d or compulsory labour between 1970 and 1990 a t a t l e a s t 14 m i l l i o n young 
people. The e x t e n t and occurrence of such labour d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d may have 
been even more widespread, s i n c e not a l l c a s e s were r e p o r t e d or known. 

149. Of concern are a l s o i n c i d e n t s i n v o l v i n g the i l l e g a l t r a n s p o r t a t i o n of 
young workers from developing c o u n t r i e s to some developed ones i n c o n d i t i o n s 
a k i n to s l a v e r y and f o r c e d labour, organized or undertaken by c r i m i n a l 
elements. T h i s r a i s e s the problem of the e x p l o i t a t i o n of youth labour through 
i l l i c i t and c l a n d e s t i n e t r a f f i c k i n g . The suggestions and recommendations made 
on t h i s important matter by the S p e c i a l Rapporteur of the Sub-Commission, 
Mrs. Halima Warzazi, should be taken i n t o account. 

2. E q u a l i t y i n treatment 

150. I n some developed c o u n t r i e s there i s d i s c r i m i n a t o r y treatment of young 
migrant workers, d e s p i t e the l e g i s l a t i v e and other e f f o r t s e x e r t e d to prevent 
and p u n i s h mistreatment. I n many c a s e s , young migrant workers have no r e g u l a r 
s t a t u s and are denied treatment equal to t h a t of the n a t i o n a l s of the country 
w i t h r e g a r d to the enjoyment of fundamental human r i g h t s , w i t h p a r t i c u l a r 
r e f e r e n c e to e q u a l i t y of opportunity and treatment i n r e s p e c t of employment 
and occupation, s o c i a l s e c u r i t y , t rade union and c u l t u r a l r i g h t s , and 
i n d i v i d u a l and c o l l e c t i v e freedoms. The i l l i c i t t r a f f i c i n young a l i e n 
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workers continues to be organized i n v a r i o u s p l a c e s . Some hos t c o u n t r i e s do 
not have enough e f f i c i e n t c ooperation w i t h the c o u n t r i e s of o r i g i n to provide 
young migrant workers and t h e i r f a m i l i e s w i t h the n e c e s s a r y f a c i l i t i e s i n the 
f i e l d s of e d ucation and i n f o r m a t i o n to safeguard t h e i r c u l t u r a l i d e n t i t y . 
Many young migrant workers are denied education i n t h e i r mother tongue and on 
d i f f e r e n t a s p e c t s of t h e i r c u l t u r a l h e r i t a g e w i t h a view to p r e s e r v i n g t h e i r 
n a t i o n a l i d e n t i t y . There i s a l s o a l a c k of s u f f i c i e n t and e f f i c i e n t 
c o o p e r a t i o n between the S t a t e of o r i g i n and the S t a t e of employment to c r e a t e 
new job o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r young migrant workers r e t u r n i n g to the S t a t e of 
o r i g i n . 

3. Unemployment and underemployment 

151. Many s e r i o u s and v e r y d i f f i c u l t problems are r e l a t e d to youth 
unemployment and underemployment. S i n c e the end of the 1970s, youth 
unemployment i n the i n d u s t r i a l i z e d market economies has become a much g r e a t e r 
problem f o r a l l c a t e g o r i e s and not j u s t f o r the h i g h - r i s k groups a t the margin 
of s o c i e t y , such as e d u c a t i o n a l l y disadvantaged migrants, r a c i a l m i n o r i t i e s , 
d i s a b l e d youth and young women. Unemployment has i n c r e a s e d and the p e r i o d s of 
unemployment have become much longer. The beginnings of the c u r r e n t youth 
unemployment problems i n the i n d u s t r i a l i z e d market economies can be t r a c e d to 
the g e n e r a l slow-down of demand and economic a c t i v i t y i n the mid-1970s, 
aggravated by the 1979 o i l shock, followed by a g l o b a l r e c e s s i o n and by 
demographic f a c t o r s combined w i t h the e f f e c t of r a p i d s t r u c t u r a l change caused 
by technology and other f a c t o r s and the displacement of c e r t a i n i n d u s t r i e s . 

152. I n developing and p a r t i c u l a r l y i n the l e a s t developed c o u n t r i e s , youth 
employment problems are p a r t and p a r c e l of the o v e r a l l problem of poverty, 
unemployment and underemployment. 

153. Of p a r t i c u l a r concern i s the p a t t e r n developing i n those c o u n t r i e s where 
the employment p r o s p e c t s of young people, and p a r t i c u l a r l y disadvantaged youth 
moving i n t o t h e i r e a r l y t w e n t i e s , are not improving, thus r a i s i n g the s p e c t r e 
of a g e n e r a t i o n of young people, born i n the l a t e 1950s to mid-1960s, f a c i n g a 
prolonged p e r i o d of a d u l t unemployment. I n more developed c o u n t r i e s , economic 
re c o v e r y began i n 1983, but youth employment has responded v e r y s l o w l y to t h i s 
important event. The improvement i n OECD c o u n t r i e s i n 1984 was accounted f o r 
almost e n t i r e l y by a 2.7 per cent i n c r e a s e i n youth employment i n the 
U n i t e d S t a t e s . I n the i n d u s t r i a l i z e d market and planned economies, a common 
phenomenon i s a c l e a r l y d i s c e r n i b l e d e c l i n e i n p o p u l a t i o n growth s i n c e 
the 1950s. There i s a connection between t h i s phenomenon and the f u t u r e s i z e 
of youth employment. I t would appear t h a t i n the 1990s the teenage labour 
f o r c e w i l l be s m a l l e r i n most c o u n t r i e s than i n the 1960s and 1970s. Young 
women e n t e r i n g the labour f o r c e w i l l p a r t i a l l y o f f s e t t h i s d e c l i n e . 

154. I n the c e n t r a l l y - p l a n n e d economies, i n the context of shortages of 
manpower i n some c o u n t r i e s and the need to make e f f i c i e n t use of a v a i l a b l e 
manpower, young people are f a c e d w i t h c e r t a i n problems of job placement. I n 
some of these c o u n t r i e s , e f f e c t i v e measures f o r r e s t r u c t u r i n g the economy have 
been taken. I n these c o u n t r i e s , t h e r e i s concern to s e t t l e such problems as 
job placement, as w e l l as the s e l e c t i o n of an occupation t h a t takes i n t o 
account i n d i v i d u a l s ' i n t e r e s t s as w e l l as the requirements of s o c i e t y . 
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155. Underemployment i s another phenomenon f a c i n g young people i n many 
c o u n t r i e s . I n v a r i o u s p l a c e s , young people i n v o l u n t a r i l y work a s h o r t e r 
p e r i o d of time than i s normally a s s o c i a t e d w i t h a p a r t i c u l a r a c t i v i t y and are 
a v a i l a b l e f o r or s e e k i n g a d d i t i o n a l work. These are v i s i b l y underemployed 
young people. I n some c o u n t r i e s , a v e r y l a r g e p r o p o r t i o n of underemployment 
i s " i n v i s i b l e " , which r e f l e c t s a m i s a l l o c a t i o n of labour r e s o u r c e s or a 
fundamental imbalance between labour and other f a c t o r s of production. Young 
people f a c e such d i f f i c u l t problems as v e r y low or inadequate incomes, 
u n d e r - u t i l i z a t i o n of t h e i r s k i l l s or c a p a c i t i e s and low p r o d u c t i v i t y . 

156. Young people, p a r t i c u l a r l y i n t h e i r formative y e a r s , r e q u i r e c l e a r l y 
determined and d e f i n e d hours and c o n d i t i o n s , t a k i n g i n t o account the need to 
l i m i t working time i n order to a l l o w s u f f i c i e n t time f o r e d u c a t i o n , r e s t and 
l e i s u r e a c t i v i t i e s . The seventy-second I n t e r n a t i o n a l Labour Conference (1986) 
s t r e s s e d t h a t p a r t - t i m e work r e p r e s e n t s one of the o p p o r t u n i t i e s a v a i l a b l e to 
youth employment i n many c o u n t r i e s . Such work can provide p o s s i b i l i t i e s to 
pursue f u r t h e r e d u c a t i o n and t r a i n i n g . 

4. S e c u r i t y and s a f e t y 

157. One of the b a s i c a s p i r a t i o n s of the v a s t m a j o r i t y of young people i s to 
improve t h e i r a c c e s s to f u l l - t i m e employment o p p o r t u n i t i e s w i t h f a i r 
c o n d i t i o n s of work, c a r e e r p r o s p e c t s and job s a t i s f a c t i o n . I t has been 
emphasized t h a t meeting these important a s p i r a t i o n s i n many c o u n t r i e s i s 
dependent on h i g h e r and s u s t a i n e d r a t e s of g l o b a l economic growth so as to 
a c h i e v e a s i g n i f i c a n t expansion i n labour demand g e n e r a l l y , t a k i n g i n t o 
account t h a t both the q u a n t i t y and q u a l i t y of employment o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r 
e v e r y boy and g i r l , and f o r everyone, are c l o s e l y a s s o c i a t e d w i t h the 
f u n c t i o n i n g of the o v e r a l l economy i n every country and i n g e n e r a l i n the 
world. There i s no doubt t h a t coordinated economic and s o c i a l p o l i c i e s , both 
a t the n a t i o n a l and a t the i n t e r n a t i o n a l l e v e l , which f a c i l i t a t e the 
achievement of more s t a b l e and f a i r commodity and f i n a n c i a l markets and an 
expansion of i n t e r n a t i o n a l t r a d e , i n c l u d i n g f r e e r a c c e s s to i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
markets and based on the p r i n c i p l e s of e q u a l i t y and mutual advantage, are 
e s s e n t i a l macro-economic p r e c o n d i t i o n s f o r the s o l u t i o n of e x i s t i n g youth 
unemployment problems. The s o c i a l and economic c o s t of the problems 
c o n f r o n t i n g young people i n today's world impose heavy burdens on both 
i n d i v i d u a l s and s o c i e t y as a whole. However, the c o s t of not overcoming those 
problems w i l l be much higher i n the long run, should e f f e c t i v e s o l u t i o n s not 
be found. 

158. The most important p r e r e q u i s i t e s f o r the meaningful r e a l i z a t i o n of the 
r i g h t s of youth are independence, t e r r i t o r i a l i n t e g r i t y and n a t i o n a l 
s o v e r e i g n t y , without which no e f f o r t towards economic or s o c i a l development 
can l e a d to a more j u s t s o c i e t y . To ensure f u l l enjoyment by youth of the 
r i g h t to l i f e , to education and to work i n d i f f e r e n t c o u n t r i e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y 
i n the l e s s developed ones, would r e q u i r e n e c e s s a r i l y p e a c e f u l but r a d i c a l 
s o c i a l changes, which would a l l o w a l l the human and m a t e r i a l r e s o u r c e s of a 
n a t i o n f u l l and dynamic p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n the p r o c e s s of development. Young 
people are an important component of every s o c i e t y . To s t i m u l a t e t h e i r 
e f f e c t i v e p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n the p r o c e s s of development, urgent measures of 
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r a d i c a l reforms a r e r e q u i r e d , which must be based on s o c i a l j u s t i c e , n a t i o n a l 
c o n s o l i d a t i o n and s o l i d a r i t y , the e q u i t a b l e d i s t r i b u t i o n of income, wealth and 
s e r v i c e s , the b r i n g i n g of r u r a l and urban income l e v e l s c l o s e r together, an 
i n c r e a s e d r e s p e c t f o r work, the removal of any k i n d of d i s c r i m i n a t i o n i n f a c t 
as w e l l as i n law and the d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n of decision-making and the system 
of government w i t h i n the framework of an e f f e c t i v e democratic s t r u c t u r e . 
There i s no doubt t h a t r a p i d modernization r e q u i r e s t h a t i n s t i t u t i o n s make 
youth p a r t i c i p a t i o n more e f f e c t i v e . 

159. I n many c o u n t r i e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n the l e a s t developed, a r a d i c a l change 
i s u r g e n t l y needed i n the e d u c a t i o n a l system, implying not only an i n c r e a s e i n 
the q u a n t i t y of s c h o o l i n g but a l s o an improvement i n i t s content and i n i t s 
v e r y s p i r i t . The c r e a t i o n , expansion and c o n s o l i d a t i o n of l i n k s between 
labour and ownership i n i n d u s t r y and the t r a i n i n g of s k i l l e d young workers, 
are important components of t h i s change. To ensure t h a t human r e s o u r c e s are 
m o b i l i z e d and t h a t the most needy elements b e n e f i t from t e c h n i c a l cooperation 
p r o j e c t s , i t i s n e c e s s a r y to o r i e n t p r o j e c t s to the s p e c i a l requirements of 
u n i v e r s i t y students and out- o f - s c h o o l youth, i n order to i n t e g r a t e young 
people both as p r o d u c t i v e agents and as b e n e f i c i a r i e s of i n d u s t r i a l 
development, as w e l l as p a r t i c i p a n t s i n the decision-making p r o c e s s . 

I I I . THE CAUSES OF THE CONTINUING VIOLATIONS OF HUMAN RIGHTS OF YOUTH 

160. Contempt f o r the r i g h t s of youth, as s t i p u l a t e d i n the U n i v e r s a l 
D e c l a r a t i o n of Human R i g h t s , the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on Economic, S o c i a l 
and C u l t u r a l R i g h t s , the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l R i g h t s 
and the other i n t e r n a t i o n a l instruments, l e a d s to the c o n t i n u i n g v i o l a t i o n of 
thes e r i g h t s . 

A. P o l i t i c a l causes 

161. There a r e t h r e e main c a t e g o r i e s of p o l i t i c a l causes of the c o n t i n u i n g 
v i o l a t i o n of the human r i g h t s of youth. 

162. The f i r s t category r e f l e c t s the consequences of the r e f u s a l of p o l i t i c a l 
l e a d e r s to know and to apply the i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y agreed standards on s t a t u s of 
youth. 

163. The second category r e f l e c t s the consequences of the absence of a 
s p e c i f i c p o l i c y on youth and the constant r e f u s a l of p o l i t i c a l l e a d e r s to 
t r e a t young people as the s p e c i f i c segment of any s o c i e t y t h a t they are i n 
f a c t . 

164. The t h i r d category of p o l i t i c a l causes concerns the c o n t i n u i n g r e p r e s s i o n 
of young f i g h t e r s f o r freedom as a constant p o l i c y of some Governments, which 
c o n s i d e r youth the most a c t i v e segment of s o c i e t y i n the s t r u g g l e f o r change. 

B. Socio-economic causes 

165. There are many s o c i a l and economic causes of the c o n t i n u i n g v i o l a t i o n of 
the human r i g h t s of youth. But, the most important i s the wrong s t r u c t u r e of 
many communities. The d i v i s i o n of the community i n t o poor and r i c h people, 
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and the maintenance of economic and s o c i a l i n e q u i t y have s e r i o u s consequences 
on the l i f e o f young people, who are a f f e c t e d f i r s t by unemployment and 
underemployment. 

166. The promotion of such wrong s t r u c t u r e s i n other and i n p a r t i c u l a r i n 
E a s t e r n European c o u n t r i e s has generated unexpected d i f f i c u l t i e s f o r young 
people. Today, m i l l i o n s and m i l l i o n s of young people have no jobs i n those 
c o u n t r i e s and the s i t u a t i o n continues to d e t e r i o r a t e day-by-day. A f t e r the 
1989 R e v o l u t i o n , youth understood t h a t t h e i r r i g h t s and freedoms cannot be 
guaranteed i n a s o c i e t y s t r u c t u r e d on the b a s i s of i n e q u i t y and i n j u s t i c e . 

167. I t i s known t h a t i n former s o c i a l i s t c o u n t r i e s , o l d forms of labour 
e x p l o i t a t i o n have been r e p l a c e d by new ones, dominated by the element of 
opp r e s s i o n ; but the slogans and concepts launching them a re p i c k e d up and 
repeated w i t h g r e a t complacency by l o a f e r s and s h i r k e r s . People have been 
robbed of the j o y of working to improve t h e i r standard of l i v i n g : a b e t t e r 
l i f e can no longer be a t t a i n e d through d i l i g e n c e . 

168. Some r u l e r s a r e t r y i n g today to t u r n back to the o l d forms of labour 
e x p l o i t a t i o n i n those c o u n t r i e s . But, a c t i o n taken i n t h i s d i r e c t i o n has 
generated c o n f u s i o n and disappointment. Young people from many E a s t e r n 
European c o u n t r i e s p a i d f o r t h e i r freedom i n blood. They fought not f o r the 
t u r n i n g back to o l d forms of labour e x p l o i t a t i o n , but f o r new r e a l l y e q u i t a b l e 
economic s t r u c t u r e s i n t h e i r s o c i e t i e s . 

169. There continue to e x i s t c o u n t r i e s where the impoverishment of the 
po p u l a t i o n and the t h r e a t to the l i f e of the young a re due e x c l u s i v e l y to the 
i r r e s p o n s i b l e a t t i t u d e of c e r t a i n r u l e r s , whose v o l u n t a r i s t methods have l e d 
the economy to the b r i n k of d i s a s t e r . The acute shortage of b a s i c f o o d s t u f f s 
has p l a c e d the g e n e t i c a l l y determined development of those to be born a t r i s k , 
thus t h r e a t e n i n g the human rac e w i t h degeneration. 

170. There a r e c o u n t r i e s i n which the d i f f i c u l t i e s of p r o v i d i n g the b a s i c 
f o o d s t u f f s needed by the younger g e n e r a t i o n are of an o b j e c t i v e n a t u r e : the 
s o i l i s poor, l a r g e a r e a s l i e i n a r i d zones, p o p u l a t i o n d e n s i t y i s v e r y high. 
These c o u n t r i e s must be give n the app r o p r i a t e types of a s s i s t a n c e by the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l community so t h a t people can be a s s u r e d of s u r v i v a l and the 
young can develop normally. 

C. M a l n u t r i t i o n , i l l i t e r a c y , poor education, unemployment -
the main causes of youth c r i m i n a l i t y 

171. Youth i s the s o l e component of s o c i e t y which i s depr i v e d of any d i r e c t 
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n of i t s i n t e r e s t s . A s o c i a l p o l i c y f o r youth i s n e c e s s a r i l y a 
" f i l t e r e d " p o l i c y , an asymmetric one, i n which t h e r e i s no d i a l e c t i c a l 
c o n f r o n t a t i o n between the concerned p a r t i e s . 

172. I n some c o u n t r i e s , young people continue to be confronted w i t h many 
o b s t a c l e s i n the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of j u s t i c e . Many t r i b u n a l s a r e not 
independent and i m p a r t i a l . I n other c o u n t r i e s , young people a r e s u b j e c t to 
a r b i t r a r y i n t e r f e r e n c e w i t h t h e i r p r i v a c y , f a m i l y , home, correspondence and 
telephone. 
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173. There i s evidence of the adverse and i r r e v e r s i b l e e f f e c t s of l e g a l 
i n t e r v e n t i o n s and s a n c t i o n s i n the e a r l y stage of human development. There 
are an i n c r e a s i n g number of young people who are coming i n t o c o n f l i c t w i t h the 
j u d i c i a l system. 

174. S t u d i e s c a r r i e d out by some Governments r e v e a l a number of s p e c i f i c 
s o c i a l and economic determinants of young c r i m i n a l i t y . Bad l i v i n g c o n d i t i o n s , 
m a l n u t r i t i o n , i l l i t e r a c y , poor education, unemployment make young people 
v u l n e r a b l e to becoming i n v o l v e d i n c r i m i n a l a c t i v i t y . A l l s t u d i e s c a r r i e d out 
a t the n a t i o n a l and i n t e r n a t i o n a l l e v e l show t h a t economic and s o c i a l 
c o n s t r a i n t s a r e r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the i n a b i l i t y of the f a m i l y and the community 
to provide youth w i t h an adequate s t r u c t u r e . 

175. Recent s t u d i e s i n d i c a t e t h a t v i o l e n t youth o f f e n d e r s come from deprived 
urban a r e a s . Known as " s t r e e t c h i l d r e n " , they are exposed to v i o l e n c e , and 
are f r e q u e n t l y drop-outs from s c h o o l , f a m i l y and work; t h e i r primary 
s o c i a l i z a t i o n from the f a m i l y i s inadequate. I n many c a s e s , the v i o l e n c e 
becomes p a r t l y an e x p r e s s i o n of p r o t e s t . S t r e e t robbery, "mugging", sex 
crimes, school v i o l e n c e and vandalism have the same s o c i a l and economic 
determinants i n both developed and developing c o u n t r i e s . But, many s t u d i e s 
u n d e r l i n e t h a t t h i s v i o l e n c e occurs a t the bottom of the socio-economic 
pyramid, p a r t i c u l a r l y wide i n developing c o u n t r i e s . 

176. There i s evidence t h a t young women are s u b j e c t to d i f f e r e n t i a l measures 
which imply d i s c r i m i n a t i o n . I n many c o u n t r i e s such phenomena as running away 
from home are t r e a t e d as c o n t r a v e n t i o n s and punished q u i t e h a r s h l y . 

177. Evidence of the socio-economic causes of youth delinquency i s the f a c t 
t h a t the l a r g e s t p a r t of recorded youth crimes appear to c o n s i s t of p r o p e r t y 
crime. 

IV. PROGRAMME OF ACTION FOR ENSURING AND PROMOTING THE RIGHTS 
AND FREEDOMS OF THE YOUNGER GENERATION 

178. Young people f i n d themselves l i v i n g i n a s o c i e t y which does not make 
enough e f f o r t to r e s o l v e the problems w i t h which they are confronted. 

179. Taking i n t o account the complexity of these problems, a programme of 
a c t i o n f o r e n s u r i n g and promoting the r i g h t s and freedoms of youth i s 
a b s o l u t e l y n e c e s s a r y . 

180. The r i g h t s and fundamental freedoms of young people can be guaranteed 
only i f economic and s o c i a l i n e q u i t i e s , o p p r e s s i o n and p o l i c e t e r r o r are 
e l i m i n a t e d f o r e v e r , p o l i t i c a l and economic systems r e s t r u c t u r e d where 
n e c e s s a r y and, everywhere i n the world, r e a l j u s t i c e and r e s p e c t f o r human 
beings, without d i s t i n c t i o n of any kind, e s t a b l i s h e d . 

181. Economic and s o c i a l e q u i t y , economic and p o l i t i c a l p l u r a l i s m and the 
s e p a r a t i o n of the l e g i s l a t i v e , j u d i c i a l and e x e c u t i v e powers, and the f r e e 
e l e c t i o n of p o l i t i c a l l e a d e r s are the most important components of a r e a l 
democracy and the p r e c o n d i t i o n s f o r the promotion of and r e s p e c t f o r human 
r i g h t s and f o r the normal development of our c h i l d r e n , the f u t u r e of mankind. 
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182. I t i s i m p e r a t i v e to take urgent measures f o r the p r o t e c t i o n of the l i f e 
of young people everywhere i n the world. I t i s a duty of a l l n a t i o n a l bodies 
and of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community to guarantee them a decent p r e s e n t and a 
b r i g h t f u t u r e . 

A. Measures to be taken a t the f a m i l y l e v e l 

183. The f a m i l y c o n s t i t u t e s the b a s i c u n i t of s o c i e t y . I n s p i t e of many 
changes i n s o c i e t y , the f a m i l y continues to provide the emotional, f i n a n c i a l 
and m a t e r i a l support e s s e n t i a l to the growth and development of i n f a n t s and 
c h i l d r e n . The f a m i l y i s a v i t a l means of p r e s e r v i n g and t r a n s m i t t i n g c u l t u r a l 
v a l u e s . I t has an important r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r education, t r a i n i n g and 
support. 

184. The f a m i l y i n v e s t s much i n the f u t u r e growth of i t s young members. I t i s 
a v i t a l r e s o u r c e f o r development. At the same time, t h e r e are many c a s e s i n 
which f a m i l y e x p e c t a t i o n s and commitments are expressed i n the context of 
unequal f a m i l y r e l a t i o n s h i p . I n these c a s e s , the i n d i v i d u a l i n i t i a t i v e , 
e d u c a t i o n and p e r s o n a l development of young members are hindered. 

185. As e x p e r i e n c e has shown, poor f a m i l i e s a re exposed to f o r c e s d r i v i n g them 
a p a r t , r e s u l t i n g i n m i g r a t i o n of i t s young members and i n growing numbers of 
s t r e e t c h i l d r e n and homeless young persons. 

186. For t h e s e reasons, measures should be taken f o r : ( a ) p r o v i d i n g adequate 
e d u c a t i o n a l o p p o r t u n i t i e s ; (b) expanding employment o p p o r t u n i t i e s to provide 
the b a s i s f o r f a m i l y l i f e , as w e l l as f o r f a m i l y l i f e e ducation; ( c ) the 
s o c i a l i z a t i o n of young people and f a c i l i t a t i n g t h e i r t r a n s i t i o n from 
adolescence to r e s p o n s i b l e adulthood and to the world of work; (d) the 
p r e v e n t i o n of crime and youth delinquency. I t i s w i d e l y observed t h a t drug 
and a l c o h o l abuse a r i s e from and r e s u l t i n a d i s i n t e g r a t e d f a m i l y l i f e . 
E f f o r t s should be made i n -order to achieve a g r e a t e r measure of p r e v e n t i o n and 
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n of young v i c t i m s w i t h i n the f a m i l y . To t h i s end, i t i s 
n e c e s s a r y to provide a s s i s t a n c e and i n f o r m a t i o n to f a m i l i e s , to encourage 
p r e v e n t i o n of v i o l e n c e i n the home and of delinquency, crime, drug and a l c o h o l 
abuse, and of i r r e s p o n s i b l e s e x u a l i t y and the spread of d i s e a s e s , e s p e c i a l l y 
the a c q u i r e d immunodeficiency syndrome. 

B. Measures to be taken a t the n a t i o n a l l e v e l 

187. E v e r y Government should take the a p p r o p r i a t e measures to review, update 
and improve, where n e c e s s a r y , n a t i o n a l l e g i s l a t i o n concerning youth i n 
conformity w i t h i n t e r n a t i o n a l s t a n d a r d s . 

188. Governments should promote r a c i a l and r e l i g i o u s t o l e r a n c e . I t i s 
n e c e s s a r y to r e p e a l , where they e x i s t , those l e g i s l a t i v e p r o v i s i o n s which are 
aimed a t the s e p a r a t e development of youth based on r a c i a l , r e l i g i o u s or any 
other form of d i s c r i m i n a t i o n . 

189. A l l n a t i o n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s should encourage the p a r t i c i p a t i o n of youth i n 
the l i f e of the community. 
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1. For the p r o t e c t i o n of the l i f e of young people 

190. Taking i n t o account the i n c r e a s i n g number of summary e x e c u t i o n s and 
a r b i t r a r y e x e c u t i o n s of young people i n d i f f e r e n t p a r t s of the world, every 
Government should ensure the most c a r e f u l l e g a l procedures and the g r e a t e s t 
p o s s i b l e safeguards to the young accused i n c a p i t a l c a s e s i n c o u n t r i e s where 
the death p e n a l t y o b t a i n s . A l l S t a t e s p a r t i e s have a duty to r e s p e c t as a 
minimum st a n d a r d the p r o v i s i o n s of a r t i c l e s 16, 14 and 15 of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Covenant on C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l R i g h t s and, where n e c e s s a r y , to review t h e i r 
l e g a l r u l e s and p r a c t i c e s , so as to guarantee the g r e a t e s t p o s s i b l e safeguards 
f o r the accused i n c a p i t a l c a s e s . Persons under 18 y e a r s of age a t the time 
of the commission of the crime s h a l l not be sentenced to death. Anyone 
sentenced to death s h a l l have the r i g h t to appeal to a c o u r t of h i g h e r 
j u r i s d i c t i o n . Anyone sentenced to death s h a l l have the r i g h t to seek pardon, 
or commutation of sentence. C a p i t a l punishment s h a l l not be c a r r i e d out 
pending any appeal or other r e c o u r s e procedure or other proceeding r e l a t i n g to 
pardon or commutation of the sentence. 

191. I n order to ensure the g r e a t e s t p o s s i b l e safeguards f o r the young accused 
i n c a p i t a l c a s e s , the Governments should review the machinery f o r 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n of death under s u s p i c i o u s circumstances and the t r i a l procedures 
of t r i b u n a l s , i n c l u d i n g those of s p e c i a l t r i b u n a l s . To t h i s end, i t i s 
e x c e p t i o n a l l y important to t r a i n a l l law enforcement p e r s o n n e l and i n c u l c a t e 
i n them the r e s p e c t f o r l i f e . 

192. Having i n mind t h a t many young people have been i n v o l v e d i n the 
commission of t e r r o r i s t a c t s , i t i s n e c e s s a r y t h a t every S t a t e f u l f i l i t s 
o b l i g a t i o n s under i n t e r n a t i o n a l law to r e f r a i n from o r g a n i z i n g , i n s t i g a t i n g , 
a s s i s t i n g or p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n t e r r o r i s t a c t s i n other S t a t e s , or a c q u i e s c i n g 
i n a c t i v i t i e s w i t h i n t h e i r t e r r i t o r y d i r e c t e d towards the commission of such 
a c t s . A l l S t a t e s should take urgent measures to c o n t r i b u t e to the e l i m i n a t i o n 
of the causes u n d e r l y i n g i n t e r n a t i o n a l t e r r o r i s m and to pay s p e c i a l a t t e n t i o n 
to such s i t u a t i o n s as c o l o n i a l i s m , r a c i s m , those i n v o l v i n g mass and f l a g r a n t 
v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s and fundamental freedoms and those i n v o l v i n g a l i e n 
domination and occupation. 

193. I n order to p r o t e c t the l i f e of the younger g e n e r a t i o n , Governments have 
the duty to make every e f f o r t to provide adequate medical c a r e f o r a l l 
c h i l d r e n and a d o l e s c e n t s . The banning of imports of e s s e n t i a l medicines and 
drugs, w i t h the r e s u l t a n t r i s k to the l i v e s of the newborn, of growing 
c h i l d r e n , of young people and t h e i r p a r e n t s , i s a measure t h a t can only be 
q u a l i f i e d as c r i m i n a l . 

194. P l a c i n g on s a l e drugs and medicines whose date of v a l i d i t y has e x p i r e d 
f o r the s o l e purpose of d i s p o s i n g of accumulated s t o c k s i s outrageous from 
both the moral and the l e g a l p o i n t of view. The premeditated nature of t h i s 
i l l e g a l i t y i s demonstrated by the f a c t t h a t i n some c o u n t r i e s the 
a d m i n i s t r a t o r s of the h e a l t h s e r v i c e s have taken s t e p s to stop stamping an 
e x p i r y date on the wrappings of medical products. 
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2. For a r a d i c a l change i n the e d u c a t i o n a l system 

195. A r a d i c a l change i n the e d u c a t i o n a l system can be r e a l i z e d by e n s u r i n g 
the r e l e v a n c e and e f f e c t i v e n e s s of education through r e g u l a r , ongoing 
c u r r i c u l u m development. Language, customs and t r a d i t i o n s should be everywhere 
an i n t e g r a l p a r t of the b a s i c l e a r n i n g . Youth must have an adequate i n p u t i n 
the e d u c a t i o n a l decision-making p r o c e s s . E d u c a t i o n should a s s i s t young people 
to develop i n d i v i d u a l autonomy and to p a r t i c i p a t e i n shaping t h e i r own r e a l i t y . 

196. There a r e v a r i o u s t o o l s and s t r a t e g i e s to develop human r e s o u r c e s , 
e.g. b e h a v i o u r a l - s c i e n c e techniques, o r g a n i z a t i o n development, performance 
e n g i n e e r i n g , which a r e being used i n ad hoc and piecemeal ways, mainly through 
short-term formal t r a i n i n g c o u r s e s . I t i s important to develop corporate 
environments and networks of supportive s t r u c t u r e s t h a t h e l p to f a c i l i t a t e the 
a p p l i c a t i o n of newly a c q u i r e d or enhanced knowledge and c a p a c i t i e s . D i v e r s e 
and marketable s k i l l s should be developed through youth t r a i n i n g and 
a p p r e n t i c e s h i p s . The dramatic e f f e c t s of new t e c h n o l o g i e s i n the workplace 
must be examined, so t h a t they can operate e f f e c t i v e l y i n the changing work 
environment. Through these a c t i o n s i t i s important to ensure t h a t the younger 
g e n e r a t i o n s w i l l be able to compete f o r meaningful j o b s and s e r v e as a 
w e l l - t r a i n e d , dependable labour f o r c e i n d i f f e r e n t s e c t o r s . 

197. For young people, f u l l implementation of the r i g h t to u n i v e r s a l education 
must be ensured through f r e e and compulsory primary education, u n i v e r s a l and 
g r a d u a l l y f r e e - o f - c h a r g e secondary education, equal a c c e s s to a l l e d u c a t i o n a l 
f a c i l i t i e s and the a c c e s s of the younger g e n e r a t i o n to s c i e n c e and c u l t u r e . 

198. There has been evidence of some democratic t r a n s f o r m a t i o n i n terms of the 
volume of e d u c a t i o n a l systems, but t h i s has not always been accompanied by a 
corresponding t r a n s f o r m a t i o n of q u a l i t y i n the ways i n which knowledge i s 
t r a n s m i t t e d . On the b a s i s of a study made by the Centre f o r S o c i a l 
Development on Humanitarian A f f a i r s of the Unit e d Nations, as more and more 
young people a c q u i r e the r e q u i s i t e q u a l i f i c a t i o n s f o r j o b s , the number of 
thes e j o b s does not i n c r e a s e p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y . Young people who have r e c e n t l y 
a c q u i r e d some degree of education are pushed out of the job market by othe r s 
who have a hi g h e r education. For t h i s reason, they must s h i f t to occupations 
of a lower rank. 

199. Appropriate measures should be taken i n order to encourage the 
e l a b o r a t i o n and implementation of e d u c a t i o n a l p o l i c i e s and p l a n s w i t h a view 
to e n s u r i n g e q u a l i t y of opportunity and treatment i n education and to r e l a t i n g 
e d u c a t i o n to economic and s o c i a l development. To t h i s end, i t i s important to 
e s t a b l i s h q u a n t i t a t i v e and q u a l i t a t i v e o b j e c t i v e s f o r the t r a i n i n g of the 
q u a l i f i e d s e n i o r s t a f f needed to help young people p r o g r e s s i v e l y to improve 
t h e i r e d u c a t i o n a l c r e d e n t i a l s . 

200. Important measures should be taken f o r ed u c a t i n g youth i n r e s p e c t f o r 
human r i g h t s and fundamental freedoms. A l l means of education should be 
employed so t h a t youth grows up and develops i n a s p i r i t of r e s p e c t f o r the 
human d i g n i t y and equal r i g h t s of a l l men and a l l peoples without 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n . I t w i l l be n e c e s s a r y to take measures to prepare young people 
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f o r s o c i a l l i f e , to s t i m u l a t e t h e i r i n t e r e s t i n the problems and a s p i r a t i o n s 
of a changing world, to s e c u r e f o r them an ever-growing and a c t i v e share i n 
the l i f e and development of s o c i e t y , and to t e a c h them to a p p r e c i a t e human 
v a l u e s and to understand other people, f o r the promotion of the moral and 
s p i r i t u a l h e a l t h of s o c i e t y . 

201. The e d u c a t i o n a l p r o c e s s promotes the broad d i s s e m i n a t i o n of i d e a s and 
knowledge, as an e s s e n t i a l p r e r e q u i s i t e f o r enhancing r e s p e c t f o r the d i g n i t y 
of man and the v a r i e t y of human c u l t u r e . 

3. The f u l l enjoyment by youth of the r i g h t to work 

202. To ensure f u l l enjoyment by youth of the r i g h t to work, p u b l i c l e a d e r s 
must c r e a t e a sound employment p o l i c y , l e a d i n g to a b e t t e r t r a n s i t i o n from 
school to work and r e c o g n i z i n g the importance of s o c i a l and human 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n s as w e l l as economic g o a l s . The stamping out of c o r r u p t i o n and 
the c r e a t i o n of more s o c i a l d i s c i p l i n e throughout s o c i e t y are e s s e n t i a l f o r 
f a s t e r economic and s o c i a l development. I t i s n e c e s s a r y to s t r e s s t h a t , 
without a s u f f i c i e n t core of w e l l - q u a l i f i e d , d e d i c a t e d and honest 
a d m i n i s t r a t o r s , the r e a l i z a t i o n of the r i g h t to work of young people w i l l be 
delayed. The e x e r c i s e of s o c i a l d i s c i p l i n e and the p a r t i c i p a t i o n of young 
people i n a l l walks of l i f e a r e v e r y important i n implementing economic and 
s o c i a l programmes aimed a t speeding up the enjoyment by youth of the r i g h t to 
work. 

203. During t r a i n i n g and during the time when earning s are low because of the 
n e c e s s i t y to continue s t u d i e s or to work p a r t - t i m e , s u b s i d i e s should be g i v e n 
to young people f o r room and board and, i f n e c e s s a r y , f o r c h i l d - c a r e and other 
expenses. A sound employment p o l i c y aims to support the e f f e c t i v e i n t e g r a t i o n 
of young people i n the economic p r o c e s s . T h i s p o l i c y w i l l enable young 
people, w i t h i n i n s t i t u t i o n a l i n f r a s t r u c t u r e s , to become and remain r e s p o n s i v e 
to o r g a n i z a t i o n a l g o a l s , i n n o v a t i v e and d e s i r a b l e changes. Young people 
should have b e t t e r a c c e s s to f i n a n c i a l r e s o u r c e s and other i n s t i t u t i o n a l 
f a c i l i t i e s f o r the improvement of t h e i r p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n economic o p e r a t i o n s . 
M o t i v a t i o n seminars, b e h a v i o u r a l m o d i f i c a t i o n workshops and workshops intended 
to enhance s k i l l s need to be followed up by w e l l - d e s i g n e d a c t i o n p l a n s and 
support systems. These measures should be coordinated to ensure q u a l i t y i n 
i n i t i a l youth t r a i n i n g , a c c e s s to p a i d employment, and the p o s s i b i l i t y f o r 
p r o f i c i e n c y courses during employment. 

204. I n many c o u n t r i e s t h e r e i s a l a r g e p r o p o r t i o n of youth unemployment. 
Young people are by d e f i n i t i o n i n a p e r i o d of change, as they move from the 
end of childhood towards e n t r y i n t o the world of work. There a r e , a t the same 
time, other forms of change, r e s u l t i n g p a r t i c u l a r l y from m i g r a t i o n and 
a s s i m i l a t i o n i n t o new s e c t o r s . Young migrants and refugees, the r u r a l and 
urban poor, d i s a b l e d youth and young women are , v e r y o f t e n , m a r g i n a l i z e d . 
Most of them l i v e and work i n unregulated employment c o n d i t i o n s . T h e i r 
s i t u a t i o n i s c l o s e l y l i n k e d to the problems of extending s o c i a l p r o t e c t i o n to 
workers i n t h i s s e c t o r , which i s a s i g n i f i c a n t grey a r e a i n most developing 
c o u n t r i e s . 
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205. For young people, the problems encountered i n the unregulated s e c t o r tend 
to be those of underemployment, poverty and l a c k of s o c i a l p r o t e c t i o n . P o l i c y 
makers a re f a c e d w i t h the need to reduce the h a r d s h i p s and f r e q u e n t l y 
e x p l o i t a t i v e c o n d i t i o n s s u f f e r e d by unprotected workers, p a r t i c u l a r l y youth 
and c h i l d r e n , w h i l e r e c o g n i z i n g the p o s i t i v e c o n t r i b u t i o n of t h i s s e c t o r to 
employment c r e a t i o n . 

206. Any p o l i c y i n t h i s f i e l d has to take due account of the stage and l e v e l 
of economic development and the mutual r e l a t i o n s h i p s between employment 
o b j e c t i v e s and other economic and s o c i a l o b j e c t i v e s , and has to be pursued by 
methods t h a t a r e ap p r o p r i a t e to n a t i o n a l c o n d i t i o n and p r a c t i c e s . 

207. I t i s w e l l known t h a t a g r i c u l t u r a l production and non-farm 
a g r i c u l t u r a l l y - r e l a t e d employment provides over 80 per cent of job 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s i n many developing c o u n t r i e s . On the b a s i s of a n a l y s i s made by 
the Centre f o r S o c i a l Development and Humanitarian A f f a i r s , f o r the 
f o r e s e e a b l e f u t u r e more than h a l f of the p o p u l a t i o n of the developing world 
w i l l continue to be r u r a l . That i s why youth should be i n v o l v e d i n l e a r n i n g 
improved a g r i c u l t u r a l p r i n c i p l e s and p r a c t i c e s . Measures should be taken f o r 
the improvement of e d u c a t i o n a l o p p o r t u n i t i e s i n r u r a l a r e a s . I n t h i s way i t 
w i l l be p o s s i b l e f o r r u r a l youth to decide to s t a y i n t h e i r communities and to 
p a r t i c i p a t e a c t i v e l y i n r u r a l development. 

208. Given the d i f f e r e n c e s i n economic growth between more developed and l e s s 
developed c o u n t r i e s , i t i s n e c e s s a r y to r e s t r u c t u r e economic, monetary and 
s o c i a l p o l i c i e s a t the n a t i o n a l and i n t e r n a t i o n a l l e v e l s i n order to reduce 
d i s p a r i t i e s between developed and developing c o u n t r i e s , and to use i n a b e t t e r 
way r e s o u r c e s f o r youth development. 

209. I t i s n e c e s s a r y to c o n s i d e r the needs of young people as a group i n 
s o c i e t y w i t h f u l l r i g h t s ; the r i g h t s and s p e c i f i c needs of each member of the 
group must be taken i n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n by p u b l i c a d m i n i s t r a t o r s and the 
community. Bold e f f o r t s have to be made to convert m e n t a l i t i e s and thus to 
m o b i l i z e new e n e r g i e s to ensure expansion of the i n d i v i d u a l and of the 
community. 

C. Measures to be taken a t the r e g i o n a l l e v e l 

210. The G u i d e l i n e s f o r f u r t h e r p l a n n i n g and s u i t a b l e follow-up i n the f i e l d 
of youth endorsed by the General Assembly a t i t s f o r t i e t h s e s s i o n emphasized 
t h a t r e g i o n a l a c t i o n should p r i m a r i l y be su p p o r t i v e of and complementary to 
n a t i o n a l a c t i o n and i n v o l v e youth p a r t i c i p a t i o n . 

211. At the r e g i o n a l l e v e l i t would be u s e f u l to di s s e m i n a t e i n f o r m a t i o n 
r e l a t i n g to youth and to f a c i l i t a t e the s h a r i n g of ex p e r i e n c e between 
c o u n t r i e s of the region. For example, a f t e r the 1989 R e v o l u t i o n i n the 
c o u n t r i e s of E a s t e r n Europe, the s h a r i n g of ex p e r i e n c e between them has become 
v e r y important. I n these c o u n t r i e s , young people p l a y e d an a c t i v e and 
sometimes e x c e p t i o n a l r o l e i n o b t a i n i n g r e a l change. They gained, almost 
everywhere, t h e i r p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s and freedoms. T h i s was one of the most 
s i g n i f i c a n t s t e p s forward i n the e f f o r t s of these people to b u i l d a s o c i e t y of 
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democracy and freedom. I n some c o u n t r i e s of the r e g i o n , l i k e Romania, these 
r i g h t s and freedoms were s t i p u l a t e d and are guaranteed i n a new C o n s t i t u t i o n . 
At the same time, these c o u n t r i e s are t r y i n g to promote and guarantee 
economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l r i g h t s . But i n the p r o c e s s of implementing 
economic reforms they are c o n f r o n t i n g many d i f f i c u l t i e s , l i k e i n f l a t i o n , 
unemployment, economic i n e q u i t i e s e t c . Taking i n t o account the experience 
gained d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d , some c o u n t r i e s , l i k e Poland, have r e v i s e d t h e i r 
i n i t i a l v i s i o n on the economic reforms. Other c o u n t r i e s , l i k e Romania, are 
c o n t i n u i n g the s o - c a l l e d shock therapy. Through such a c t i o n , poor people 
become poorer and r i c h people become r i c h e r . Youth s u f f e r s f i r s t . Many young 
people have no job. They are l e a v i n g the country to f i n d a b e t t e r f u t u r e 
abroad. I f t h e i r p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s and freedoms are a l r e a d y guaranteed, the 
economic and s o c i a l r i g h t s of youth i n these c o u n t r i e s have to be c o r r e l a t e d 
much b e t t e r w i t h i n t e r n a t i o n a l r u l e s and s t a n d a r d s . 

212. At the r e g i o n a l l e v e l i t i s a d v i s a b l e to enhance the e f f e c t i v e n e s s of 
c o o p e r a t i o n and to promote b e t t e r working r e l a t i o n s between r e g i o n a l youth 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s . S p e c i f i c r e g i o n a l p r o j e c t s could a l s o be developed, a t the 
r e q u e s t of Governments, i n order to improve t r a i n i n g and to enhance the 
a b i l i t i e s of youth workers and young managers. 

D. Measures to be taken a t the i n t e r n a t i o n a l l e v e l 

213. The i n t e r n a t i o n a l i n s t i t u t e s and o r g a n i z a t i o n s have to continue t h e i r 
a c t i o n w i t h a view to f a c i l i t a t i n g the exchange of i n f o r m a t i o n and 
documentation. They should s t i m u l a t e i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o o p e r a t i o n i n the f i e l d 
of youth. 

214. D i s s e m i n a t i o n and exchange of i n f o r m a t i o n should s u s t a i n p u b l i c awareness 
of youth i s s u e s . These i s s u e s should continue to be d i s c u s s e d i n e x i s t i n g 
intergovernmental bodies. 

215. Appropriate i n t e r n a t i o n a l instruments should be prepared by the competent 
U n i t e d Nations bodies and s p e c i a l i z e d a g e n c i e s . 

216. Non-governmental youth and y o u t h - r e l a t e d o r g a n i z a t i o n s should improve and 
s t r e n g t h e n t h e i r e f f o r t s to s e n s i t i z e the g e n e r a l p u b l i c to youth i s s u e s 
through t h e i r programmes. I n d i v i d u a l l y or j o i n t l y , they should undertake 
a n a l y s e s of the s i t u a t i o n of youth, i n order to i d e n t i f y the a r e a s where 
a c t i v i t i e s could be developed. 

217. The U n i t e d Nations and non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s should improve the 
channels of communication between them and youth o r g a n i z a t i o n s . 

218. A l l measures taken a t the f a m i l y l e v e l , a t the n a t i o n a l community l e v e l 
and a t the r e g i o n a l and i n t e r n a t i o n a l l e v e l s should encourage the promotion of 
the r i g h t s and freedoms of youth everywhere i n the world. Respect f o r and 
a p p l i c a t i o n of those r i g h t s and freedoms should be guaranteed by appropriate 
l e g a l i n s t r u m e n t s . 
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V. CHARTER OF THE RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS OF YOUTH 

219. E v e r y young man and woman has the r i g h t to l i b e r t y and s e c u r i t y of 
h i s / h e r person. No one s h a l l be s u b j e c t e d to a r b i t r a r y a r r e s t or d e t e n t i o n . 
No one s h a l l be d e p r i v e d of l i b e r t y except on such grounds and i n accordance 
w i t h such procedures as a r e e s t a b l i s h e d by law, and i n conformity w i t h 
e s t a b l i s h e d i n t e r n a t i o n a l p r i n c i p l e s and s t a n d a r d s . 

220. A l l persons d e p r i v e d of t h e i r l i b e r t y s h a l l be t r e a t e d w i t h humanity and 
w i t h r e s p e c t f o r the i n h e r e n t d i g n i t y of the human person. 

221. Anyone who has been the v i c t i m of unlawful a r r e s t or d e t e n t i o n s h a l l have 
an e n f o r c e a b l e r i g h t to compensation. 

222. Young people have a r i g h t to the enjoyment of the h i g h e s t a t t a i n a b l e 
s t a n d a r d of p h y s i c a l and mental h e a l t h . Absence of the b a s i c means of 
s u b s i s t e n c e has grave consequences f o r the p h y s i c a l and mental development of 
the youth who cannot develop as normal and h e a l t h y i n d i v i d u a l s a b l e to 
c o n t r i b u t e to the improvement of t h e i r p o l i t i c a l , s o c i a l and economic 
c o n d i t i o n s . 

223. I n no case may a person be deprived of h i s means of s u b s i s t e n c e . No one 
has the r i g h t to send abroad b a s i c f o o d s t u f f s and n u t r i e n t s through export 
t r a n s a c t i o n s or other forms of t r a d e , t r a n s f e r or donation, before the 
elementary means of s u b s i s t e n c e are ensured f o r the normal development of 
c h i l d r e n , young people and a l l c i t i z e n s of one's own country. B a s i c 
f o o d s t u f f s and n u t r i e n t s n e c e s s a r y f o r s u b s i s t e n c e and the normal development 
of c h i l d r e n , young people and a l l c i t i z e n s should be r e s e r v e d and conserved 
p r i n c i p a l l y f o r the c i t i z e n s of the country. 

224. Young people have the r i g h t to education. The education of young people 
s h a l l be d i r e c t e d to the f u l l development of the human p e r s o n a l i t y and the 
sense of p e r s o n a l d i g n i t y , and s h a l l s t rengthen r e s p e c t f o r human r i g h t s and 
fundamental freedoms. 

225. E d u c a t i o n s h a l l enable young people to p a r t i c i p a t e e f f e c t i v e l y i n a f r e e 
s o c i e t y , promote understanding, t o l e r a n c e and f r i e n d s h i p among a l l n a t i o n s and 
a l l r a c i a l , e t h n i c or r e l i g i o u s groups, and f u r t h e r the a c t i v i t i e s of the 
U n i t e d Nations f o r the maintenance of peace. 

226. P a r e n t s have the r i g h t a p r i o r i to choose the k i n d of education t h a t 
s h a l l be g i v e n to t h e i r c h i l d r e n . 

227. The development of an e d u c a t i o n a l system a t a l l l e v e l s s h a l l be a c t i v e l y 
pursued, an adequate f e l l o w s h i p system s h a l l be e s t a b l i s h e d , and the m a t e r i a l 
c o n d i t i o n s of t e a c h i n g s t a f f s h a l l be c o n t i n u o u s l y improved. 

228. Young people have the r i g h t to the f r e e movement of i d e a s and to f r e e 
c o n t a c t s , without any r e s t r i c t i o n s , w i t h other young people throughout the 
world. 
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229. Everyone has the r i g h t to l e a v e any country, i n c l u d i n g h i s own, and to 
r e t u r n to i t . 

230. Young people have the r i g h t to f r e e a c c e s s , without any r e s t r i c t i o n s , to 
the fundamental a s s e t s of u n i v e r s a l s c i e n c e , a r t and c u l t u r e , p a s t and p r e s e n t . 

231. Young people have the r i g h t to take p a r t i n c u l t u r a l l i f e , to enjoy the 
b e n e f i t s of s c i e n t i f i c p r o g r e s s and the p r o t e c t i o n of the moral and m a t e r i a l 
i n t e r e s t s r e s u l t i n g from any s c i e n t i f i c , l i t e r a r y or a r t i s t i c p r o d u c t i o n of 
which they a r e the authors. 

232. A l l S t a t e s s h a l l undertake to r e s p e c t the freedom i n d i s p e n s a b l e f o r 
s c i e n t i f i c r e s e a r c h and the c r e a t i v e a c t i v i t y of youth. 

233. A l l S t a t e s recognize the b e n e f i t s to be d e r i v e d from the encouragement 
and development of f r e e i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o n t a c t s and cooperation i n the 
s c i e n t i f i c and c u l t u r a l f i e l d s . 

234. Whoever opposes these fundamental freedoms i s opposed to the generous 
i d e a of understanding among peoples, the only l a s t i n g guarantee of peace. 

235. Young people have the r i g h t to j u s t and f a v o u r a b l e c o n d i t i o n s of work and 
to p r o t e c t i o n a g a i n s t unemployment. 

236. E v e r y S t a t e s h a l l safeguard the r i g h t of young people to work, and to 
g a i n t h e i r l i v i n g through work which i s f r e e l y chosen or accepted. 

237. Young people, without any d i s c r i m i n a t i o n , have the r i g h t to equal pay f o r 
equal work. Every young man and young woman has the r i g h t to j u s t and 
fav o u r a b l e remuneration e n s u r i n g f o r h i m s e l f or h e r s e l f and h i s / h e r f a m i l y an 
e x i s t e n c e i n c o n d i t i o n s of human d i g n i t y , supplemented, i f n e c e s s a r y , by other 
means of s o c i a l p r o t e c t i o n . 

238. No one s h a l l be r e q u i r e d to perform f o r c e d or compulsory labour. 
C h i l d r e n and young persons should be p r o t e c t e d from economic and s o c i a l 
e x p l o i t a t i o n . T h e i r employment i n occupations dangerous to morals, h e a l t h or 
l i f e , or l i k e l y to hamper t h e i r normal development, should be punishable by 
law. A l l S t a t e s should s e t a g e - l i m i t s below which the p a i d employment of 
c h i l d labour should be p r o h i b i t e d and punishable by law. 

239. Young people have the r i g h t to form and to j o i n t r a d e unions f o r the 
p r o t e c t i o n of t h e i r i n t e r e s t s . 

240. Young people have the r i g h t to r e s t and l e i s u r e , i n c l u d i n g reasonable 
l i m i t a t i o n s of working hours and p e r i o d i c h o l i d a y s w i t h pay. 

241. Young people have the r i g h t to own property i n d i v i d u a l l y as w e l l as i n 
a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h o t h e r s . S o c i a l and i n d i v i d u a l forms of property f o r young 
people s h a l l be guaranteed. No one s h a l l be a r b i t r a r i l y d eprived of h i s 
property. No one can dispose a t w i l l of the s o c i a l and p r i v a t e property of 
the c i t i z e n s of a country. 
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242. A l l young people have the r i g h t to freedom of thought, c o n s c i e n c e and 
r e l i g i o n . 

243. Young people have the r i g h t to f a i r and comprehensive knowledge of the 
h i s t o r y of t h e i r n a t i o n . For the younger g e n e r a t i o n s , a c c u r a t e i n f o r m a t i o n 
c o n c e r n i n g t h e i r country's h i s t o r y i s a guarantee of c o n t i n u i t y and f u r t h e r 
development. 

244. To t h i s end, the p r o t e c t i o n and p r e s e r v a t i o n of h i s t o r i c a l monuments and 
remains, i n c l u d i n g r e l i g i o u s ones, i s a s a c r e d duty of the a u t h o r i t i e s and of 
a l l c i t i z e n s . The d e s t r u c t i o n of a country's s p i r i t u a l h e r i t a g e , i n c l u d i n g 
r e l i g i o u s monuments, i s a s a c r i l e g e , a p r o f a n a t i o n , and those g u i l t y of such 
d e s t r u c t i o n s h a l l be s e v e r e l y punished. 

245. Young people have a r i g h t to r e a l democracy. No one has the r i g h t to 
f a l s i f y e x i s t i n g democratic forms and to use them f o r p e r s o n a l advantage or 
f o r p o l i t i c a l or other reasons, thus p r o j e c t i n g a d i s t o r t e d p i c t u r e of 
democracy i n the minds of young people. 

246. Everyone has the r i g h t to freedom of o p i n i o n and e x p r e s s i o n . T h i s r i g h t 
i n c l u d e s freedom to h o l d opinions without i n t e r f e r e n c e and to seek, r e c e i v e 
and impart i n f o r m a t i o n and i d e a s through any media and r e g a r d l e s s of f r o n t i e r s . 

247. No r e s t r i c t i o n s may be p l a c e d on the e x e r c i s e of these r i g h t s other than 
those imposed i n conformity w i t h the law and which are n e c e s s a r y to ensure 
r e s p e c t f o r the r i g h t s or r e p u t a t i o n s of o t h e r s and the p r o t e c t i o n of p u b l i c 
h e a l t h or morals. 

248. Young people have the r i g h t to freedom of p e a c e f u l assembly and 
a s s o c i a t i o n , i n c l u d i n g the r i g h t to form and j o i n t r a d e unions f o r the 
p r o t e c t i o n of t h e i r i n t e r e s t s . No r e s t r i c t i o n s may be p l a c e d on the e x e r c i s e 
of t h i s r i g h t other than those imposed i n conformity w i t h the law and which 
are n e c e s s a r y i n a democratic s o c i e t y . 

249. No one s h a l l be compelled to belong to an a s s o c i a t i o n . 

250. Young people have the r i g h t , and should have the opportunity, without any 
d i s t i n c t i o n of any kind, to have a c c e s s , on g e n e r a l terms of e q u a l i t y , to 
p u b l i c s e r v i c e i n t h e i r country. 

251. E v e r y young man and woman s h a l l have the r i g h t to take p a r t i n the 
government of h i s / h e r country, d i r e c t l y or through f r e e l y chosen 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s . The w i l l of the young people s h a l l be taken i n t o account. 

252. The a u t h o r i t y of every Government s h a l l be based only on the w i l l of the 
people. T h i s w i l l s h a l l be expressed i n p e r i o d i c and genuine e l e c t i o n s by 
u n i v e r s a l s u f f r a g e and s e c r e t b a l l o t or by e q u i v a l e n t f r e e v o t i n g procedures. 

253. Young people s h a l l enjoy f u l l e q u a l i t y of r i g h t s , without d i s c r i m i n a t i o n 
of any kind, such as r a c e , c o l o u r , sex, language, r e l i g i o n , p o l i t i c a l and 
other opinion, n a t i o n a l and s o c i a l o r i g i n , property, b i r t h or other s t a t u s . 
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254. A l l persons a r e equal before the law and are e n t i t l e d without any 
d i s c r i m i n a t o n to the equal p r o t e c t i o n of the law. D i s c r i m i n a t i o n i n any form 
s h a l l be p r o h i b i t e d . 

255. Young people have the r i g h t to r e c o g n i t i o n everywhere as persons before 
the law. No one s h a l l be s u b j e c t e d to a r b i t r a r y or u n l a w f u l i n t e r f e r e n c e w i t h 
h i s p r i v a c y , f a m i l y , home or correspondence, nor to u n l a w f u l a t t a c k s on h i s 
honour or r e p u t a t i o n . 

256. I n those S t a t e s i n which e t h n i c , r e l i g i o u s or l i n g u i s t i c m i n o r i t i e s 
e x i s t , persons belonging to such m i n o r i t i e s s h a l l have the r i g h t to enjoy 
t h e i r own c u l t u r e , to p r o f e s s and p r a c t i s e t h e i r own r e l i g i o n , and to use 
t h e i r own language. 

257. Young people have the r i g h t to have or to adopt a r e l i g i o n or b e l i e f of 
t h e i r c h o i c e , and to the freedom, e i t h e r i n d i v i d u a l l y or i n community w i t h 
o t h e r s , i n p u b l i c or p r i v a t e , to m a n i f e s t t h e i r r e l i g i o n or b e l i e f i n worship, 
observance, p r a c t i c e and t e a c h i n g . No one s h a l l be s u b j e c t e d to c o e r c i o n 
which would impair h i s freedom to have or to adopt a r e l i g i o n or b e l i e f of h i s 
c h o i c e . 

258. A l l S t a t e s s h a l l undertake to r e s p e c t the l i b e r t y of p a r e n t s and, when 
a p p l i c a b l e , l e g a l guardians to ensure the r e l i g i o u s and moral e d u c a t i o n of 
t h e i r c h i l d r e n i n conformity w i t h t h e i r own c o n v i c t i o n s . 

259. Every c h i l d has the r i g h t to a c q u i r e a n a t i o n a l i t y . E v e r y c h i l d s h a l l be 
r e g i s t e r e d immediately a f t e r b i r t h and s h a l l have a name. 

260. Young people have the r i g h t to a happy f u t u r e . The younger g e n e r a t i o n s 
have the r i g h t to f i g h t f o r a s o c i e t y of e q u a l i t y i n wealth, not i n misery. 
The f u l l r e a l i z a t i o n of t h i s r i g h t s h a l l i n c l u d e t e c h n i c a l and v o c a t i o n a l 
guidance and t r a i n i n g programmes, p o l i c i e s and techniques to a c h i e v e steady 
economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l development and f u l l and p r o d u c t i v e employment 
under c o n d i t i o n s safeguarding fundamental p o l i t i c a l and economic freedom to 
every young man and woman. 

261. Young people have the r i g h t and the duty to demand a p p r o p r i a t e p o l i t i c a l , 
economic and s o c i a l reforms. 

262. Young people have the r i g h t to j u s t i c e , a c h i e v e d w i t h f a i r n e s s , on the 
b a s i s of the t r u t h and only the t r u t h . I n each case of j u v e n i l e delinquency, 
the procedure s h a l l be such as w i l l take account of the young person's age and 
the d e s i r a b i l i t y of promoting h i s r e h a b i l i t a t i o n . No one has the r i g h t to 
defy the noble p r i n c i p l e s of t r u t h and f a i r n e s s i n the achievement of j u s t i c e . 

263. For the younger g e n e r a t i o n s , to l o s e t r u s t i n the f a i r n e s s of j u s t i c e 
means to l o s e t r u s t i n such s a c r e d v a l u e s as l i f e i n freedom and d i g n i t y , 
f r i e n d s h i p and understanding among the peoples of the world. 



E/CN.4./Sub.2/1992/36 
page 42 

V I . CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

A. Conclu s i o n s 

264. Developments i n the contemporary world c o n v i n c i n g l y demonstrate t h a t 
young people have a more and more important r o l e to p l a y i n a t t a i n i n g the 
o b j e c t i v e s of p r o g r e s s and development s e t by a l l peoples. T h e i r r i g h t to 
l i f e , to e ducation and to work and t h e i r freedoms are of p a r t i c u l a r importance 
and s i g n i f i c a n c e . 

265. C o n s i d e r a t i o n of t h e s e r i g h t s and freedoms i n a s p e c i a l r e p o r t i s a mark 
of the r e a l i n t e r e s t taken by the U n i t e d Nations i n a l e r t i n g Governments and 
world p u b l i c o p i n i o n and i n g i v i n g impetus to concern a l r e a d y f e l t i n t h i s 
r e s p e c t . 

266. M i l l i o n s of young people continue to be exposed to g r e a t harm caused by 
l a c k of the r e s o u r c e s needed f o r t h e i r normal p h y s i c a l and i n t e l l e c t u a l 
development. Many young people g a i n an education by g r e a t e f f o r t s , and when 
the t e a c h i n g p r o c e s s i s over they are d i s a p p o i n t e d not to f i n d jobs i n which 
to apply t h e i r knowledge, t a l e n t and c h a r a c t e r i s t i c enthusiasm. I n some 
c o u n t r i e s , the p r o c e s s of i n s t r u c t i o n and education i s p a s s i n g through an 
e s p e c i a l l y c r i t i c a l p e r i o d owing to the absence of p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m and the 
presence of a s u p e r f l u i t y of d o c t r i n a i r e , p o l i t i c i z i n g elements of no 
p r a c t i c a l u t i l i t y . The jobs young people o b t a i n i n those c o u n t r i e s do not 
a l l o w t h e i r s k i l l s to be encouraged or use to be made of t h e i r i n t e l l i g e n c e 
and energy, so t h a t they l a p s e i n t o i n d i f f e r e n c e and u n i f o r m i t y . 

267. There are c o u n t r i e s i n which the l i v e s of many young people are i n 
jeopardy. The absence of the most elementary r i g h t s and freedoms, and the 
a r r e s t , c o n v i c t i o n and e x e c u t i o n of young people on p o l i t i c a l grounds, b r i n g 
to mind the d a r k e s t y e a r s of oppression. T h r e a t s of every kind, d a i l y dangers 
d i r e c t e d a g a i n s t young people who have the courage to e x p r e s s c r i t i c a l 
o p i n i o n s , m a i n t a i n an atmosphere of t e n s i o n and t e r r o r t h a t i s hard to bear. 

268. The p o s i t i v e changes of r e c e n t y e a r s have r e k i n d l e d the t o r c h of freedom 
and d i g n i t y . The hopes of m i l l i o n s upon m i l l i o n s of young people f o r the 
e l i m i n a t i o n of r e p r e s s i v e anachronisms and the p o s s i b i l i t y of a r e a l 
r e s t r u c t u r i n g of s o c i e t y on the p r i n c i p l e s of democracy and freedom have been 
reborn. 

269. "No" i s being s a i d , w i t h i n c r e a s i n g determination, to p o l i c i e s of 
economic, c u l t u r a l , e t h n i c and r e l i g i o u s d i s c r i m i n a t i o n . The f i n a l 
e l i m i n a t i o n of e t h n i c and s o c i a l genocide are p r i o r i t y o b j e c t i v e s of the 
r e i n s t a t e m e n t of r i g h t and j u s t i c e i n human s o c i e t y . 

270. The e x p e r i e n c e s of the p a s t few decades have f u r n i s h e d compelling proof 
of the importance a t t a c h e d to economic and p o l i t i c a l p l u r a l i s m and d i v e r s i t y 
of o p i n i o n as p r e r e q u i s i t e s f o r e f f e c t i v e progress i n a l l spheres and as the 
e x p r e s s i o n of the l e v e l of c u l t u r e and c i v i l i z a t i o n a t t a i n e d i n the 
development of human communities. 
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271. The young g e n e r a t i o n i n s i s t e n t l y demands the abandonment of outdated 
d o c t r i n e s , the e l i m i n a t i o n of a c t u a l economic and s o c i a l s t r u c t u r e s , based on 
i n e q u i t y and i n j u s t i c e . 

272. Youth i s the f i e r c e s t f i g h t e r f o r the r e b u i l d i n g of the world on c r i t e r i a 
of p r o g r e s s , w e l l - b e i n g , democracy, e q u i t y and j u s t i c e . 

273. Orders based on t e r r o r , i n e q u i t y and i n j u s t i c e are r e p u d i a t e d and 
condemned by h i s t o r y . 

274. A new age of human d i g n i t y can be glimpsed on the h o r i z o n . We are 
q u i c k l y drawing c l o s e r to g i v i n g back to young people the confidence they need 
i n order to b u i l d a b e t t e r world, based on e q u i t y and j u s t i c e . 

B. Recommendations 

275. Recognizing t h a t young people have an important r o l e to p l a y i n s o c i e t y 
f o r the achievement of s o c i a l j u s t i c e and the attainment of the o b j e c t i v e s 
of economic and s o c i a l progress and the maintenance of i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace 
and s e c u r i t y , and mindful of the grave p o l i t i c a l , economic, s o c i a l and 
c u l t u r a l problems f a c i n g youth and the need to ensure the f u l l e x e r c i s e of 
youth's fundamental r i g h t to l i f e , e ducation, v o c a t i o n a l t r a i n i n g , work, 
s o c i a l a s s i s t a n c e and the e l i m i n a t i o n of a l l forms of s o c i a l and r a c i a l 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n , so t h a t youth can p a r t i c i p a t e a c t i v e l y i n the decision-making 
p r o c e s s , we c o n s i d e r the f o l l o w i n g n e c e s s a r y : 

( a ) At the n a t i o n a l and i n t e r n a t i o n a l l e v e l s , e f f e c t i v e measures should 
be taken to put an immediate end to the f l a g r a n t v i o l a t i o n s of the fundamental 
r i g h t to l i f e of young people. The r i g h t to l i f e i s s a c r o s a n c t . D e p r i v a t i o n 
of l i f e i s i r r e v o c a b l e . Respect f o r the r i g h t to l i f e t r a n s c e n d s a l l s o c i a l , 
n a t i o n a l , r a c i a l , p o l i t i c a l , r e l i g i o u s , e t h n i c and other d i f f e r e n c e s . Summary 
or a r b i t r a r y e x e c u t i o n s of young people opposed to, or p e r c e i v e d or imagined 
to be opposed to those who w i e l d p o l i t i c a l or economic power i n the S t a t e or 
government, or p e r c e i v e d to be opposed to c e r t a i n a s p e c t s of t h e i r p o l i t i c a l , 
economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l p o l i c i e s , as w e l l as e nforced or i n v o l u n t a r y 
d i s a p p e a r a n c e s , t o r t u r e and mistreatment of p r i s o n e r s and d e t a i n e e s , are 
c o n t i n u i n g on a l a r g e s c a l e throughout the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community. These 
f l a g r a n t v i o l a t i o n s of the fundamental r i g h t to l i f e of young people show a 
s e r i o u s e r o s i o n i n the l e v e l of acknowledgement of and r e s p e c t f o r the r i g h t 
to l i f e of young people. 

(b) The i n t e r n a t i o n a l community must, as a matter of extreme urgency, 
a c t c o l l e c t i v e l y to h a l t t h i s e r o s i o n by adopting e f f e c t i v e measures and means 
through which to r e a c t s p e e d i l y to t hreatened or imminent summary or a r b i t r a r y 
e x e c u t i o n s , enforced or i n v o l u n t a r y d isappearances. 

( c ) A l l S t a t e s should adopt e f f e c t i v e measures f o r a h e a l t h i e r 
environment of young people and the containment and r e d u c t i o n of such 
a f f l i c t i o n s as d i s e a s e , famine, war, c o r r u p t i o n , c r i m i n a l i t y and s o c i a l 
breakdown. 
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(d) A l l S t a t e s should a t t a c k on a p r i o r i t y b a s i s every a s p e c t of the 
i l l i c i t drug e n t e r p r i s e , i n c l u d i n g the production, p o s s e s s i o n , marketing, 
t r a f f i c k i n g , d i s t r i b u t i o n , demand, consumption, and f i n a n c i n g of i l l i c i t 
drugs, which must be recognized as a crime a g a i n s t humanity, and launch 
o b j e c t i v e i n f o r m a t i o n a l , e d u c a t i o n a l and o r i e n t a t i o n programmes to make young 
people a p p r e c i a t e the r i s k s to h e a l t h , s e c u r i t y and other i m p l i c a t i o n s of 
i l l i c i t drug use, thus e l i m i n a t i n g the demand f o r i l l i c i t drugs. 

(e) At the n a t i o n a l and i n t e r n a t i o n a l l e v e l s , e f f e c t i v e measures should 
be taken f o r the e l i m i n a t i o n of i l l i t e r a c y and f o r the promotion of education 
and v o c a t i o n a l t r a i n i n g f o r youth based upon both formal and i n f o r m a l l e a r n i n g 
and designed to l i n k t h e o r e t i c a l l e a r n i n g and p r a c t i c a l t r a i n i n g , on the one 
hand, w i t h p r o d u c t i v e and c r e a t i v e work on the other. 

( f ) Young people s h a l l be brought up i n a s p i r i t of peace, j u s t i c e , 
freedom, mutual r e s p e c t and understanding, and n o n - v i o l e n t c o n f l i c t r e s o l u t i o n 
i n order to promote equal r i g h t s f o r a l l human beings and a l l n a t i o n s , 
economic and s o c i a l p r o g r e s s , and the maintenance of i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace and 
s e c u r i t y . A l l means of education, i n c l u d i n g as of major importance the 
guidance g i v e n by p a r e n t s or f a m i l y , i n s t r u c t i o n and i n f o r m a t i o n intended f o r 
young people should f o s t e r the i d e a l s which h e l p to b r i n g peoples c l o s e r 
t ogether, and a c q u a i n t young people w i t h the r o l e e n t r u s t e d to the 
U n i t e d Nations as a means of p r e s e r v i n g and m a i n t a i n i n g peace and promoting 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l understanding and cooperation. 

(g) Young people should be brought up i n the knowledge of the d i g n i t y 
and e q u a l i t y of a l l men, without d i s t i n c t i o n as to r a c e , c o l o u r , e t h n i c 
o r i g i n s or b e l i e f s , and i n r e s p e c t f o r fundamental r i g h t s and f o r the r i g h t of 
peoples to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . A l l S t a t e s s h a l l take the n e c e s s a r y measures, 
i n c l u d i n g l e g i s l a t i v e measures, to ensure t h a t the u t i l i z a t i o n of s c i e n t i f i c 
and t e c h n o l o g i c a l achievements promotes the f u l l e s t r e a l i z a t i o n of r i g h t s and 
fundamental freedoms of young people without any d i s c r i m i n a t i o n whatsoever on 
grounds of r a c e , sex, language or r e l i g i o u s b e l i e f s . 

(h) A l l S t a t e s should take the n e c e s s a r y measures to implement 
l a r g e - s c a l e n a t i o n a l employment programmes, i n conformity w i t h the a c t u a l 
s i t u a t i o n and p r i o r i t i e s of every country, which would i n c l u d e l e g i s l a t i v e , 
e d u c a t i o n a l , economic and s o c i a l measures designed to e l i m i n a t e a l l forms of 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n , guarantee t h a t young people p a r t i c i p a t e a c t i v e l y i n economic 
and s o c i a l development and i n the process of drawing up and t a k i n g d e c i s i o n s , 
and encourage adequate r e p r e s e n t a t i o n of youth i n P a r l i a m e n t , i n government, 
and i n other decision-making bodies. A l l Governments s h a l l take e v e r y 
p o s s i b l e s t e p to ensure appropriate education and employment o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r 
c h i l d r e n of refugees, f o r e i g n n a t i o n a l s and peoples d i s p l a c e d from t h e i r 
country of o r i g i n . 

( i ) A l l S t a t e s should take the n e c e s s a r y measures to ensure t h a t , i n 
the p u r s u i t of balanced economic growth, i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n and h i g h e s t 
p r o d u c t i v i t y , the a p p l i c a t i o n of new t e c h n o l o g i e s w i l l enhance the s i t u a t i o n 
of young people i n order to provide them w i t h a p r o d u c t i v e , s a t i s f y i n g and 
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s e c u r e f u t u r e . A l l Governments s h a l l g i v e s p e c i a l a t t e n t i o n to the problem of 
r a p i d demographic growth, e s p e c i a l l y i n developing c o u n t r i e s , and g i v e high 
p r i o r i t y to a c h i e v i n g an a p p r i o r i a t e r e l a t i o n s h i p between r e s o u r c e s , 
p r o d u c t i v i t y , p o p u l a t i o n l e v e l s and p o p u l a t i o n d i s t r i b u t i o n . 

( j ) Taking i n t o account the f a c t t h a t the r e l a t i v e l y weak p o s i t i o n of 
young workers i n the labour market may a t times render them v u l n e r a b l e to 
e x p l o i t a t i o n and may o b l i g e them to a c c e p t substandard wages and j o b s , 
Governments, employers and workers should take a c t i o n when n e c e s s a r y to 
prevent these s i t u a t i o n s from a r i s i n g . Working c o n d i t i o n s should be such as 
not to d i s c r i m i n a t e between v a r i o u s c a t e g o r i e s of workers. I t should be 
recognized, a t the same time, t h a t young people i n t h e i r f o r m a t i v e y e a r s 
r e q u i r e c l e a r l y determined and d e f i n e d hours and c o n d i t i o n s , t a k i n g i n t o 
account the need to l i m i t working time i n order to a l l o w f o r s u f f i c i e n t time 
f o r education, r e s t and l e i s u r e a c t i v i t i e s . T h i s p o l i c y i s to aim a t e n s u r i n g 
the f u l l e s t p o s s i b l e opportunity f o r each young worker to q u a l i f y f o r , and to 
use h i s s k i l l s and endowments i n , a job f o r which he i s w e l l s u i t e d . 

( k ) At the n a t i o n a l and i n t e r n a t i o n a l l e v e l s , encouragement and 
f a c i l i t i e s should be g i v e n f o r exchanges, t r a v e l , tourism, meetings, the study 
of f o r e i g n languages, the twinning of towns and u n i v e r s i t i e s without 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n and s i m i l a r a c t i v i t i e s , to be o r g a n i z e d f o r young people of a l l 
c o u n t r i e s i n order to b r i n g them together i n e d u c a t i o n a l , c u l t u r a l and 
s p o r t i n g a c t i v i t i e s i n a s p i r i t of mutual r e s p e c t , understanding and 
c o o p e r a t i o n . 

(1) A l l S t a t e s , the U n i t e d Nations, the s p e c i a l i z e d a g e n c i e s , 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l intergovernmental and non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s , as w e l l as 
youth o r g a n i z a t i o n s , s h a l l s t i m u l a t e debates and convene seminars and 
conferences which could s e r v e to c o n s o l i d a t e and m o b i l i z e e f f o r t s to promote 
the b e s t e d u c a t i o n a l , p r o f e s s i o n a l and l i v i n g c o n d i t i o n s f o r young people, to 
ensure t h e i r a c t i v e p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n the o v e r a l l development of s o c i e t y and to 
encourage the p r e p a r a t i o n of new l o c a l , n a t i o n a l and i n t e r n a t i o n a l programmes 
i n accordance w i t h the i d e a l s of peace, s e c u r i t y , j u s t i c e and d i g n i t y of human 
person. 

276. Taking i n t o account the f a c t t h a t massive and f l a g r a n t v i o l a t i o n s of the 
r i g h t s and fundamental freedoms of young people and, i n g e n e r a l , of every 
human being are c o n t i n u i n g on a l a r g e s c a l e throughout the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
community, on the grounds t h a t the i n d i v i d u a l s concerned are i n o p p o s i t i o n to, 
or a r e p e r c e i v e d or imagined to be i n o p p o s i t i o n t o , those who w i e l d 
p o l i t i c a l , economic, or s o c i a l power i n the S t a t e or government, or to c e r t a i n 
a s p e c t s of t h e i r p o l i t i c a l , economic, s o c i a l or c u l t u r a l p o l i c i e s , and because 
l i f e , l i b e r t y , j u s t i c e , w e l l - b e i n g and the d i g n i t y of the human person, human 
r i g h t s and fundamental freedoms, are u n i v e r s a l l y recognized v a l u e s t r a n s c e n d i n g 
a l l s o c i a l , n a t i o n a l , r a c i a l , p o l i t i c a l , r e l i g i o u s , e t h n i c and other 
d i f f e r e n c e s , the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community must, as a matter of extreme urgency, 
a c t c o l l e c t i v e l y to h a l t such massive and f l a g r a n t v i o l a t i o n s of the r i g h t s 
and fundamental freedoms of young people and, i n g e n e r a l , of every human 
being, by adopting e f f e c t i v e means such as s e t t i n g up a mechanism t h a t w i l l 
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r e a c t s p e e d i l y to thr e a t e n e d or imminent f l a g r a n t v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s . 
T h i s mechanism should monitor t h i s phenomenon and suggest ways and means of 
e l i m i n a t i n g i t a l t o g e t h e r . High p r i o r i t y should be g i v e n to the p r e v e n t i v e 
measures and the involvement of Governments i n t h i s p r o c e s s . 

277. Words of d e p l o r a t i o n and condemnation a re by f a r not enough. Young 
people have asked us to g i v e them r e a l guarantees t h a t massive and f l a g r a n t 
v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s w i l l be e l i m i n a t e d f o r e v e r . 

278. There a r e no i n t e r n a t i o n a l r u l e s or p r i n c i p l e s t h a t c o u l d be invoked by 
those who are v i o l a t i n g human r i g h t s and fundamental freedoms. No one who 
r e a l l y r e s p e c t s l i f e , l i b e r t y and the d i g n i t y of human beings could ever 
oppose such urgent measures. 
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