
Factsheet: Tunisia

Is there a national youth policy?

NONO
Tunisia has no national youth policy. Studies on youth policy from

2009 and on youth work from 2013 exist and explain.

DEFINITION OF YOUTH

According to a youth policy study (2009) the Tunisian state defines youth as those aged 15-29. A report on youth work in
Tunisia (2013) says the government traditionally focuses on the age bracket 15-25.

SITUATION OF YOUNG PEOPLE

SITUATION OF YOUNG PEOPLE

POLICY & LEGISLATION

According to a report on youth work in Tunisia(2013), the Ministry of
Youth, Sports, Women and Families “is in the process of formulating
a new youth policy that will be ‘a product of the revolution.’” Prior to
the revolution of 2011 it was likewise “more accurate … to speak of
strategies concerning youth rather than a single youth policy” says
the youth policy study of 2009. The earlier Tunisian Foreign Minister
K Morjane in a speech on 28 September 2010 pointed out that policy
planning documents attach „crucial importance to youth as the pillar
of the present and the builder of the future,” and the results of
national youth consultations were taken into consideration in
preparing development plans. Tunisia has also ratified the African Youth Charter.

PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS

Female 18 -- XX

Opposite Sex Same Sex
WITHOUT

PARENTAL

CONSENT

WITH PARENTAL

CONSENT

Male 18 -- XX

MARRIAGEABLE AGE

No data for marriage with parental consent. Homosexual acts
illegal. Source: UNSD, ILGA, Penal Code of Tunisia(2005)

Lower House 23

Upper House --

CANDIDACY AGE

Source:  Inter-Parliamentary Union

Source:  Inter-Parliamentary Union 
Unicameral.

CRIMINAL RESPONSIBILITY

1313
Minimum Age

Source:  Penal Code of Tunisia 
(2005) 

MAJORITY AGE

1818
Source: Youth policy

study (2009)

VOTING AGE

1818
Source:  Inter-Parliamentary Union

YOUTH DEVELOPMENT INDEX

0.650.65
80 out of 170 countries.

Year: 2013

Source: Commonwealth Youth
Programme

98.35%
Male (15-24) %

97.76%
Female (15-24) %

LITERACY RATES

98.06%98.06%
Both sexes (15-24) %

Year: 2015

Source: UNESCO

--
Male %

--
Female %

NET ENROLMENT RATE

Secondary School

----
Both sexes %

Year: No data.

Source: UNESCO

PREVALENCE OF HIV

0.1%0.1%
Male (15-24) %

0.1%0.1%
Female (15-24) %

Year: 2013

Source: World Bank

20.10%
Male (13-15) %

3.80%
Female (13-15) %

TOBACCO USE

Consumed any smokeless or smoking tobacco product at least once 30 days prior to
the survey.

11.40%11.40%
Both sexes (13-15) %

Year: 2010

Source: WHO

male - (15-24) female - (15-24) total labour force

POPULATION BY AGE AND SEX 2010

Source: United Nations - Department of Economic and Social Affairs - Population
Division

2012 Revision - Estimates. (Accessed August 2013).

YOUTH UNEMPLOYMENT

Share of labour force aged 15-24 available and seeking employment

Source: World Bank 

Gaps indicate missing data from the original data source. (Accessed August 2013).

BUDGET & SPENDING

What is the budget allocated to the governmental authority (ministry,
department or office) that is primarily responsible for youth and/or

GDP PER CAPITA HDI GINI

USD 4316.69
Year: 2013

Source: World Bank

0.712
Year: 2013

Source: UNDP

90 out of 187 countries.

35.79
Year: 2010

Source: World Bank

CORRUPTION PERCEPTION PRESS FREEDOM

40
79 out of 177 countries.

Year: 2014

Source: Transparency International

38.69
133 out of 180 countries.

Year: 2013

Source: Reporters Without Borders
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http://unstats.un.org/unsd/demographic/products/indwm/
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http://data.worldbank.org/topic/labor-and-social-protection


Does the country have a national youth
organisation / association (council, platform,

body)?

UNCLEARUNCLEAR

What is the budget allocated to the
governmental authority (ministry,

department or office) that is primarily
responsible for youth and/or youth

programming?

UNCLEARUNCLEAR

% of GDP % of gov. expenditure

Is there a governmental authority 
(ministry, department or office) that is

primarily responsible for youth?

YESYES

The Ministry of Youth, Sports, Women and Families is responsible
for the implementation of youth policies. Other ministries share
responsibilities for those below 18 years of age, and the
employment for those having reached the age of majority. Services
to young people are delivered through centralised administrative
units and a network of youth centres. Decentralization is a priority of
the post-revolution government, according to the 2013 study on
youth work. The Youth Observatory collects opinions of young
people on their situation as well as on policy issues.

YOUTH AND REPRESENTATION

The 2009 youth study describes youth representation structures
before the revolution of 2011. Then the Tunisian Union of Youth
Organisations (UTOJ) was the main coordination body of youth
organisations and represented young people on the Higher Youth
Council, a government forum of consultation on youth issues.
However, UTOJ was aligned with the party whose regime was
toppled in 2011. A 2013 youth perceptions study argues that also
after the revolution youth “feel that the current leadership is not
listening at all to the aspirations of youth but are viewing them only
�as numbers at the voting box.”

BUDGET & SPENDING

A youth policy study (2009) mentions that 1.5% of the overall state
budget is spent on youth, but no year is given. According to the
World Bank, Tunisia spent 21.51% of its government expenditure
and 6.21% of its GDP on education provision in 2010.

TOTAL EXPENDITURE ON EDUCATION AS A PERCENTAGE OF GOVERNMENT SPENDING AND GDP

Source: World Bank 
Gaps indicate missing data from the original data source. (Accessed August 2013).

% of GDP % of gov. expenditure

youth programming?

UNCLEARUNCLEAR

A youth policy study (2009) mentions that 1.5% of the overall state budget
is spent on youth, but no year is given. According to the World Bank,
Tunisia spent 21.51% of its government expenditure and 6.21% of its
GDP on education provision in 2010.

TOTAL EXPENDITURE ON EDUCATION AS A PERCENTAGE OF GOVERNMENT
SPENDING AND GDP

Source: World Bank 
Gaps indicate missing data from the original data source. (Accessed
August 2013).

PUBLICATIONS AND REVIEWS

Visit our library for further reading: 
Documents about Tunisia

http://www.jeunesse-sport.tn/spjfr/
http://www.youthpolicy.org/wp-content/uploads/library/2013_tunisia_youth_work_ENG.pdf
http://www.onj.nat.tn
http://www.youthpolicy.org/national/Tunisia_2009_Youth_Policy_Study.pdf
http://www.youthpolicy.org/wp-content/uploads/library/2013_Tunisia_youth-perceptions-egypt-libya_ENG.pdf
http://www.youthpolicy.org/national/Tunisia_2009_Youth_Policy_Study.pdf
http://data.worldbank.org/topic/education
http://data.worldbank.org/topic/education
http://www.youthpolicy.org/national/Tunisia_2009_Youth_Policy_Study.pdf
http://data.worldbank.org/topic/education
http://data.worldbank.org/topic/education
http://www.youthpolicy.org/library/?keyword=Tunisia
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