
Factsheet: Somalia

Is there a national youth policy?

NONO
Somalia has no current national youth policy. A 2012 youth

development report exists.

DEFINITION OF YOUTH

According to the 2012 UN Human Development Report, there is no one specific age range for youth in Somalia.

SITUATION OF YOUNG PEOPLE

SITUATION OF YOUNG PEOPLE

POLICY & LEGISLATION

As described in the 2012 UNDP Human Development Report,
Somalia’s on-going conflict from the 1990s has translated in to a
vacuum of national policies. While youth policies exist in the
autonomous regions of Somaliland (2010) and Puntland (2008),
there is no overarching youth policy. Youth programmes are mostly
donor-supported, and focus mainly on protection, basic education,
and psycho-social work. According to UNDP, “[w]ithout a coherent
national policy framework, youth programmes still operate mainly in
discrete sectors.” To date, there are no indications of progress the
development of a youth policy. 

The report includes a Somali Youth Charter, developed by youth groups involved in the production of the report, and seeks
to provide a guiding set of principles for the design of youth programmes.

PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS

Female 18 16 XX

Opposite Sex Same Sex
WITHOUT

PARENTAL

CONSENT

WITH PARENTAL

CONSENT

Male 18 -- XX

MARRIAGEABLE AGE

No data for marriageable age for males with parental consent.
Homosexual acts illegal and punishable by death in southern parts

of Somalia. Source: UNSD, UNFPA (2012), ILGA

Lower House 25

Upper House --

CANDIDACY AGE

Source:  Inter-Parliamentary Union Parliament fully appointed in
2012 elections, as mandated by a UN-backed peace process.

Source:  Inter-Parliamentary Union 
Unicameral.

CRIMINAL RESPONSIBILITY

1414
Minimum Age

Source:  Penal Code 
(1962) 

MAJORITY AGE

----
No definition. 

Source: The African
Child Policy Forum

(2013)

VOTING AGE

----
Parliament fully appointed in 2012 elections,

as mandated by a UN-backed peace
process. 

Source:  Inter-Parliamentary Union

YOUTH DEVELOPMENT INDEX

----
--

Year: No data.

Source: Commonwealth Youth
Programme

--
Male (15-24) %

--
Female (15-24) %

LITERACY RATES

----
Both sexes (15-24) %

Year: No data.

Source: UNESCO

--
Male %

--
Female %

NET ENROLMENT RATE

Secondary School

----
Both sexes %

Year: No data.

Source: UNESCO

PREVALENCE OF HIV

0.2%0.2%
Male (15-24) %

0.2%0.2%
Female (15-24) %

Year: 2013

Source: World Bank

15.50%
Male (13-15) %

12.30%
Female (13-15) %

TOBACCO USE

Consumed any smokeless or smoking tobacco product at least once 30 days prior to
the survey.

15.60%15.60%
Both sexes (13-15) %

Year: 2010

Source: WHO

male - (15-24) female - (15-24) total labour force

POPULATION BY AGE AND SEX 2010

Source: United Nations - Department of Economic and Social Affairs - Population
Division

2012 Revision - Estimates. (Accessed August 2013).

YOUTH UNEMPLOYMENT

Share of labour force aged 15-24 available and seeking employment

Source: World Bank 

Gaps indicate missing data from the original data source. (Accessed May 2014).

BUDGET & SPENDING

What is the budget allocated to the governmental authority (ministry,
department or office) that is primarily responsible for youth and/or

GDP PER CAPITA HDI GINI

--
Year: No data.

Source: World Bank

--
Year: No data.

Source: UNDP

--

--
Year: No data.

Source: World Bank

CORRUPTION PERCEPTION PRESS FREEDOM

8
174 out of 177 countries.

Year: 2014

Source: Transparency International

73.19
176 out of 180 countries.

Year: 2013

Source: Reporters Without Borders

Last update: 8 June 2014

http://www.youthpolicy.org/national/Somalia_2012_Development_Report_Youth.pdf
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/demographic/products/indwm/
http://www.youthpolicy.org/wp-content/uploads/library/2012_Somalia_Child_Marriage_Profile_Eng.pdf
http://ilga.org/ilga/en/article/1161
http://www.ipu.org/parline-e/parlinesearch.asp
http://www.ipu.org/parline-e/parlinesearch.asp
http://www.youthpolicy.org/wp-content/uploads/library/1962_PenalCode_Somalia_Eng.pdf
http://www.youthpolicy.org/wp-content/uploads/library/2013_Africa_Child_Law_Comparison_Eng.pdf
http://www.ipu.org/parline-e/parlinesearch.asp
http://www.youthdevelopmentindex.org/views/index.php
http://www.uis.unesco.org/literacy/Pages/default.aspx
http://data.un.org/Data.aspx?d=UNESCO&f=series%3ANER_23
http://data.worldbank.org/topic/health
http://apps.who.int/gho/data/node.main.1259?lang=en
http://www.youthpolicy.org/national/Somalia_2012_Development_Report_Youth.pdf
http://www.youthpolicy.org/national/Somalia_2012_Development_Report_Youth.pdf
http://www.youthpolicy.org/wp-content/uploads/library/2010_Somalia_Somalialnd_Youth_Policy_Eng.pdf
http://www.youthpolicy.org/wp-content/uploads/library/2008_Somalia_Puntland_Youth_Policy_Eng.pdf
http://www.youthpolicy.org/national/Somalia_2012_Youth_Charter.pdf
http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GDP.PCAP.CD
http://hdr.undp.org/en/data
http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SI.POV.GINI
http://www.transparency.org/cpi2014/results
http://rsf.org/index2014/en-index2014.php
http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/
http://data.worldbank.org/topic/labor-and-social-protection


What is the budget allocated to the
governmental authority (ministry,

department or office) that is primarily
responsible for youth and/or youth

programming?

UNCLEARUNCLEAR

% of GDP % of gov. expenditure

Is there a governmental authority 
(ministry, department or office) that is

primarily responsible for youth?

YESYES

Does the country have a national youth
organisation / association (council, platform,

body)?

NONO

The Federal Government of Somalia, first installed in 2012, was the
first formal parliament after an eight year Transitional Federal
Government (TFG). The BBC describes the parliament as fully
appointed according to a formula devised through a UN-backed
peace process. As reported by midnimo.com, the January 2014
Cabinet of Ministers included a Minister of Sports and Youth,
however little information exists on the functions and responsibility of
the ministry. The parliamentary website also lists a sub-committee
for youth and sport, however does not include a description.

YOUTH AND REPRESENTATION

The 2012 UNDP Human Development Report describes the lack of
a national youth council in Somalia. The report recommends the
creation of a youth council that could fulfill several purposes, such
as: Mobilising, sensitising and organising youth in political activities;
Providing a voice for youth to government; Advocating for
resources to fund youth programmes.   A Facebook fan page called
“Somali National Youth Council” exists, but has not been very active
and contains no information that would indicate that it is a formalised
youth organisation.

BUDGET & SPENDING

No budgetary information could be found on youth spending in
Somalia. The World Bank does not calculate spending on education
as a percentage of government expenditure or GDP for Somalia
from 2000.

TOTAL EXPENDITURE ON EDUCATION AS A PERCENTAGE OF GOVERNMENT SPENDING AND GDP

No Data
Source: World Bank 
Gaps indicate missing data from the original data source. (Accessed May 2014).

% of GDP % of gov. expenditure

youth programming?

UNCLEARUNCLEAR

No budgetary information could be found on youth spending in Somalia.
The World Bank does not calculate spending on education as a
percentage of government expenditure or GDP for Somalia from 2000.

TOTAL EXPENDITURE ON EDUCATION AS A PERCENTAGE OF GOVERNMENT
SPENDING AND GDP

No Data

Source: World Bank 
Gaps indicate missing data from the original data source. (Accessed May
2014).

PUBLICATIONS AND REVIEWS

Visit our library for further reading: 
Documents about Somalia

http://www.parliament.gov.so/
http://www.cfr.org/somalia/somalias-transitional-government/p12475
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-19541952
http://www.midnimo.com/2014/01/17/somalia-pm-said-cabinet-will-work-tirelessly-people-somalia/
http://www.parliament.gov.so/index.php/so/10-social-services-development-committee
http://www.youthpolicy.org/national/Somalia_2012_Development_Report_Youth.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Somali-national-youth-council/480043358748971
http://data.worldbank.org/topic/education
http://data.worldbank.org/topic/education
http://data.worldbank.org/topic/education
http://data.worldbank.org/topic/education
http://www.youthpolicy.org/library/?keyword=Somalia
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