
Factsheet: Portugal

Is there a national youth policy?

NONO
Portugal created a Commission for Youth Policies to develop a

national youth policy. A 2012 briefing exists.

DEFINITION OF YOUTH

There is no clear definition of youth. However, the European Youth Card is available to all citizens between 12-30 years.

SITUATION OF YOUNG PEOPLE

SITUATION OF YOUNG PEOPLE

POLICY & LEGISLATION

The Youth Portal, launched in 2003, provides information on all
matters related to youth, including education and training,
international mobility programmes, sexual health and employment.  
The drafting of the Portugal White Paper was launched in 2011. It
aims to develop a national document setting out a comprehensive
strategy in the field of youth. According to the 2012 briefing, it
provides: "a unique opportunity for all youth associations and young
people to contribute to the development of a Global Strategy and
Plan of Action for Youth". However, the Commission for Youth
Policies stresses the importance of mainstreaming existing
programmes across ministries, and progress on the formulation of a national youth policy remains unclear.

PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS

Female 18 16 18

Opposite Sex Same Sex
WITHOUT

PARENTAL

CONSENT

WITH PARENTAL

CONSENT

Male 18 16 18

MARRIAGEABLE AGE

Same-sex marriage legal. Source: UNSD, ILGA

Lower House 18

Upper House --

CANDIDACY AGE

Source:  Inter-Parliamentary Union

Source:  Inter-Parliamentary Union 
Unicameral.

CRIMINAL RESPONSIBILITY

1616
Minimum Age

Source:  Criminal Code of Portugal 
(1982) 

MAJORITY AGE

1818
Minors are also

“emancipated” upon
marriage, gaining the

same capacity to
exercise rights as a
person of majority.

Source: Civil
Code (1966)

VOTING AGE

1818
Source:  Inter-Parliamentary Union

YOUTH DEVELOPMENT INDEX

0.720.72
40 out of 170 countries.

Year: 2013

Source: Commonwealth Youth
Programme

99.55%
Male (15-24) %

99.63%
Female (15-24) %

LITERACY RATES

99.59%99.59%
Both sexes (15-24) %

Year: 2015

Source: UNESCO

78.03%
Male %

85.88%
Female %

NET ENROLMENT RATE

Secondary School

81.87%81.87%
Both sexes %

Year: 2006

Source: UNESCO

PREVALENCE OF HIV

----
Male (15-24) %

----
Female (15-24) %

Year: No data.

Source: World Bank

--
Male (13-15) %

--
Female (13-15) %

TOBACCO USE

Consumed any smokeless or smoking tobacco product at least once 30 days prior to
the survey.

----
Both sexes (13-15) %

Year: No data.

Source: WHO

male - (15-24) female - (15-24) total labour force

POPULATION BY AGE AND SEX 2010

Source: United Nations - Department of Economic and Social Affairs - Population
Division

2012 Revision - Estimates. (Accessed August 2013).

YOUTH UNEMPLOYMENT

Share of labour force aged 15-24 available and seeking employment

Source: World Bank 

Gaps indicate missing data from the original data source. (Accessed August 2013).

BUDGET & SPENDING

What is the budget allocated to the governmental authority (ministry,
department or office) that is primarily responsible for youth and/or

GDP PER CAPITA HDI GINI

USD 21733.07
Year: 2013

Source: World Bank

0.816
Year: 2013

Source: UNDP

41 out of 187 countries.

--
Year: No data.

Source: World Bank

CORRUPTION PERCEPTION PRESS FREEDOM

63
31 out of 177 countries.

Year: 2014

Source: Transparency International

17.73
30 out of 180 countries.

Year: 2013

Source: Reporters Without Borders

Last update: 2 June 2014

http://www.eyca.org/card/countries/49/portugal
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/demographic/products/indwm/
http://ilga.org/ilga/en/article/1161
http://www.ipu.org/parline-e/parlinesearch.asp
http://www.ipu.org/parline-e/parlinesearch.asp
http://www.youthpolicy.org/wp-content/uploads/library/2006_Portugal_CriminalCode_Eng.pdf
http://www.wipo.int/wipolex/en/text.jsp?file_id=200240#LinkTarget_3277
http://www.ipu.org/parline-e/parlinesearch.asp
http://www.youthdevelopmentindex.org/views/index.php
http://www.uis.unesco.org/literacy/Pages/default.aspx
http://data.un.org/Data.aspx?d=UNESCO&f=series%3ANER_23
http://data.worldbank.org/topic/health
http://apps.who.int/gho/data/node.main.1259?lang=en
http://www.youthpolicy.org/national/Portugal_2007_Youth_Policy_Commission.pdf
http://juventude.gov.pt/IPJ/QuemSomos/LeiRegulamentoseCIJ/Paginas/Lei_Organica_IPJ.aspx#IpjTitle3
http://www.youthpolicy.org/national/Portugal_2012_Youth_Policy_Briefing.pdf
http://juventude.gov.pt/Legislacao/Paginas/Legislacao_Juventude.aspx
http://juventude.gov.pt/Eventos/Associativismo/Paginas/livro-branco-juventude.aspx
http://www.youthpolicy.org/national/Portugal_2012_Youth_Policy_Briefing.pdf
http://juventude.gov.pt/IPJ/QuemSomos/LeiRegulamentoseCIJ/Paginas/Lei_Organica_IPJ.aspx#IpjTitle3
http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GDP.PCAP.CD
http://hdr.undp.org/en/data
http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SI.POV.GINI
http://www.transparency.org/cpi2014/results
http://rsf.org/index2014/en-index2014.php
http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/
http://data.worldbank.org/topic/labor-and-social-protection


What is the budget allocated to the
governmental authority (ministry,

department or office) that is primarily
responsible for youth and/or youth

programming?

UNCLEARUNCLEAR

% of GDP % of gov. expenditure

Is there a governmental authority 
(ministry, department or office) that is

primarily responsible for youth?

YESYES

Does the country have a national youth
organisation / association (council, platform,

body)?

YESYES

Created in 2007 by Resolution No.77/2007, the Interministerial
Commission for Youth Policies, ensures the coordination of the
transversal measures targeting youth at the political level. The State
Secretary of Sport and Youth is in charge of developing a
governmental policy on matters related to youth, articulated through
three different channels: Mobility programme, the European Youth
Card, and the  Portuguese Institute for Youth and Sports (IPDJ), the
national public  research institute directly involved in formulating and
monitoring government youth policies.

YOUTH AND REPRESENTATION

The National Youth Council (CNJ) provides a national forum for
members of Youth City Councils (CMJ) to discuss the situation of
youth across the country. The CNJ also mediates with government
institutions, either in an advisory role or representing young people
in relevant forums, such as the National Education Council. The
National Federation of Local Youth Associations (FNAJ) serves as
an official network for local youth organisations to discuss and
coordinate activities and is an official government partner in
organising volunteering or other youth events.

BUDGET & SPENDING

According to the report outlining planned activities for 2013, the
government allocated a budget of EUR 65.9 million (USD 90.9
million) to the Portuguese Institute for Youth and Sport (IPDJ).
However, it is unclear what proportion was allocated to youth affairs.
The 2012 briefing notes that IPDJ expenditures are allocated on a
regional level basis, and it should be noted that about 50% of the
budget is directly allocated to regional expenditures. According to
the World Bank, Portugal spent 10.96% of its government
expenditure and 5.62% of its GDP on education provision in 2010.

TOTAL EXPENDITURE ON EDUCATION AS A PERCENTAGE OF GOVERNMENT SPENDING AND GDP

Source: World Bank 
Gaps indicate missing data from the original data source. (Accessed August 2013).

% of GDP % of gov. expenditure

youth programming?

UNCLEARUNCLEAR

According to the report outlining planned activities for 2013, the
government allocated a budget of EUR 65.9 million (USD 90.9 million) to
the Portuguese Institute for Youth and Sport (IPDJ). However, it is unclear
what proportion was allocated to youth affairs. The 2012 briefing notes
that IPDJ expenditures are allocated on a regional level basis, and it
should be noted that about 50% of the budget is directly allocated to
regional expenditures. According to the World Bank, Portugal spent
10.96% of its government expenditure and 5.62% of its GDP on education
provision in 2010.

TOTAL EXPENDITURE ON EDUCATION AS A PERCENTAGE OF GOVERNMENT
SPENDING AND GDP

Source: World Bank 
Gaps indicate missing data from the original data source. (Accessed
August 2013).

PUBLICATIONS AND REVIEWS

Visit our library for further reading: 
Documents about Portugal

http://www.youthpolicy.org/national/Portugal_2007_Youth_Policy_Commission.pdf
http://juventude.gov.pt/IPJ/QuemSomos/LeiRegulamentoseCIJ/Paginas/Lei_Organica_IPJ.aspx
http://www.portugal.gov.pt/pt/os-ministerios/ministro-da-presidencia-e-dos-assuntos-parlamentares/conheca-a-equipa/secretarios-de-estado/emidio-guerreiro.aspx
http://www.eyca.org/card/countries/49/portugal
http://www.ipdj.pt
http://www.cnj.pt/site/
http://www.cnedu.pt/pt/
http://www.fnaj.pt
http://www.youthpolicy.org/wp-content/uploads/library/2013_Planned_Activities_IJDP_Portugal_Por.pdf
http://www.ipdj.pt/
http://www.youthpolicy.org/national/Portugal_2012_Youth_Policy_Briefing.pdf
http://data.worldbank.org/topic/education
http://data.worldbank.org/topic/education
http://www.youthpolicy.org/wp-content/uploads/library/2013_Planned_Activities_IJDP_Portugal_Por.pdf
http://www.ipdj.pt/
http://www.youthpolicy.org/national/Portugal_2012_Youth_Policy_Briefing.pdf
http://data.worldbank.org/topic/education
http://data.worldbank.org/topic/education
http://www.youthpolicy.org/library/?keyword=Portugal
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