
Factsheet: Ireland

Is there a national youth policy?

YESYES
Ireland has a youth policy framework, ‘Better Outcomes,

Brighter Futures,’ covering 2014–2020.

DEFINITION OF YOUTH

Ireland’s youth policy framework 2014-2020 defines a young person as “any person between the ages of 15 and 24 years",
and a child as anyone under the age of 18.

SITUATION OF YOUNG PEOPLE

SITUATION OF YOUNG PEOPLE

POLICY & LEGISLATION

The youth policy framework 2014-2020 states:

Our vision is for Ireland to be one of the best small countries in
the world in which to grow up and raise a family, and where the
rights of all children and young people are respected, protected
and fulfilled; where their voices are heard and where they are
supported to realise their maximum potential now and in the
future.

The policy has five national outcomes in relation to young people:
1. Active and healthy, with positive physical and mental well-being.
2. Achieving their full potential in all areas of learning and development.
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MARRIAGEABLE AGE

In special circumstances, marriage under the age of 18 years is
permitted with court obtained approval. Civil unions/partnerships

legal. Source: UNSD, ILGA, Citizens Information.

Lower House 21

Upper House 21

CANDIDACY AGE

Source:  Inter-Parliamentary Union

Source:  Inter-Parliamentary Union 
Partially indirectly elected and appointed.

CRIMINAL RESPONSIBILITY

1010
Minimum Age

Between 10-12 years, children may only be
charged with murder, manslaughter, rape or

aggravated sexual assault. Source:  Criminal
Justice Act 

(2006) 
Children Act 

(2001)

MAJORITY AGE

1818
The age of majority

is also conferred
upon marriage.

Source: The Age of
Majority Act (1985)

VOTING AGE

1818
Source:  Inter-Parliamentary Union

YOUTH DEVELOPMENT INDEX

0.740.74
25 out of 170 countries.

Year: 2013

Source: Commonwealth Youth
Programme

--
Male (15-24) %

--
Female (15-24) %

LITERACY RATES

----
Both sexes (15-24) %

Year: No data.

Source: UNESCO

98.75%
Male %

99.57%
Female %

NET ENROLMENT RATE

Secondary School

99.15%99.15%
Both sexes %

Year: 2012

Source: UNESCO

PREVALENCE OF HIV

----
Male (15-24) %

----
Female (15-24) %

Year: No data.

Source: World Bank

--
Male (13-15) %

--
Female (13-15) %

TOBACCO USE

Consumed any smokeless or smoking tobacco product at least once 30 days prior to
the survey.

----
Both sexes (13-15) %

Year: No data.

Source: WHO

male - (15-24) female - (15-24) total labour force

POPULATION BY AGE AND SEX 2010

Source: United Nations - Department of Economic and Social Affairs - Population
Division

2012 Revision - Estimates. (Accessed August 2013).

YOUTH UNEMPLOYMENT

Share of labour force aged 15-24 available and seeking employment

Source: World Bank 

Gaps indicate missing data from the original data source. (Accessed May 2014).

BUDGET & SPENDING

What is the budget allocated to the governmental authority (ministry,
department or office) that is primarily responsible for youth and/or

GDP PER CAPITA HDI GINI

USD 50503.42
Year: 2013

Source: World Bank

0.916
Year: 2013

Source: UNDP

11 out of 187 countries.

32.06
Year: 2010

Source: World Bank

CORRUPTION PERCEPTION PRESS FREEDOM

74
17 out of 177 countries.

Year: 2014

Source: Transparency International

10.87
16 out of 180 countries.

Year: 2013

Source: Reporters Without Borders

Last update: 28 July 2014

http://www.youthpolicy.org/national/Ireland_2014_Youth_Policy_Framework.pdf
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/demographic/products/indwm/
http://ilga.org/ilga/en/article/1161
http://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/birth_family_relationships/getting_married/legal_prerequisites_for_marriage.html
http://www.ipu.org/parline-e/parlinesearch.asp
http://www.ipu.org/parline-e/parlinesearch.asp
http://www.youthpolicy.org/wp-content/uploads/library/2006_CriminalCode_Ireland_Eng.pdf
http://www.youthpolicy.org/wp-content/uploads/library/2001_ChildrenAct_Ireland_Eng.pdf
http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/1985/en/act/pub/0002/print.html
http://www.ipu.org/parline-e/parlinesearch.asp
http://www.youthdevelopmentindex.org/views/index.php
http://www.uis.unesco.org/literacy/Pages/default.aspx
http://data.un.org/Data.aspx?d=UNESCO&f=series%3ANER_23
http://data.worldbank.org/topic/health
http://apps.who.int/gho/data/node.main.1259?lang=en
http://www.youthpolicy.org/national/Ireland_2014_Youth_Policy_Framework.pdf
http://www.youthpolicy.org/national/Ireland_2014_Youth_Policy_Framework.pdf
http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GDP.PCAP.CD
http://hdr.undp.org/en/data
http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SI.POV.GINI
http://www.transparency.org/cpi2014/results
http://rsf.org/index2014/en-index2014.php
http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/
http://data.worldbank.org/topic/labor-and-social-protection


Is there a governmental authority 
(ministry, department or office) that is

primarily responsible for youth?

YESYES

What is the budget allocated to the
governmental authority (ministry,

department or office) that is primarily
responsible for youth and/or youth

programming?

4 4 9 .0  M I LLI ON4 4 9 .0  M I LLI ON

USD  6 1 7 .7  M I LLI ONUSD  6 1 7 .7  M I LLI ON

% of GDP % of gov. expenditure

Does the country have a national youth
organisation / association (council, platform,

body)?

YESYES

3. Safe and protected from harm.
4. Economic security and opportunity.
5. Connected, respected and contributing to their world.

The foreword to the framework says the new ‘Child and Family Agency’ will improve youth well-being.

PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS

The Department for Children and Youth Affairs was created in June
2011 to consolidate a range of functions previously undertaken
taken by various other Ministries. It focuses on policies and
programmes relating to,

early childhood care and education, youth justice, child welfare
and protection, children and young people's participation,
research on children and young people, youth work and cross-
cutting initiatives for children.

A new Child and Family Agency established in 2014 is responsible for the implementation of the national youth policy
framework.

YOUTH AND REPRESENTATION

The National Youth Council of Ireland (NYCI) was established in
1967, and is an umbrella organisation for 45 voluntary youth
organisations in Ireland. Its mission is to use “its collective
experience to act on issues that impact on young people.” Its
advocacy work focuses topics including child protection, youth
unemployment, participation, youth work and education. Additionally,
it supports volunteering opportunities, youth work quality standards,
funding, and youth work development. The NYCI is “recognised in
legislation through the Youth Work Act 2001.”

BUDGET & SPENDING

According to the 15  October 2013 press release, the 2014 budget
for the Department of Children and Youth Affairs was EUR 449.0
million (USD 617.7 million). The press release notes that this
“represents an increase of almost €15 million over its 2013
allocation and consists of €414 million in current expenditure and
€35 million in capital expenditure.” According to the World Bank,
Ireland spent 9.80% of its government expenditure and 6.41% of its
GDP on education provision in 2010.

TOTAL EXPENDITURE ON EDUCATION AS A PERCENTAGE OF GOVERNMENT SPENDING AND GDP

Source: World Bank 
Gaps indicate missing data from the original data source. (Accessed May 2014).
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% of GDP % of gov. expenditure

youth programming?

4 4 9 .0  M I LLI ON4 4 9 .0  M I LLI ON

USD  6 1 7 .7  M I LLI ONUSD  6 1 7 .7  M I LLI ON

According to the 15  October 2013 press release, the 2014 budget for the
Department of Children and Youth Affairs was EUR 449.0 million (USD
617.7 million). The press release notes that this “represents an increase
of almost €15 million over its 2013 allocation and consists of €414 million in
current expenditure and €35 million in capital expenditure.” According to
the World Bank, Ireland spent 9.80% of its government expenditure and
6.41% of its GDP on education provision in 2010.

TOTAL EXPENDITURE ON EDUCATION AS A PERCENTAGE OF GOVERNMENT
SPENDING AND GDP

Source: World Bank 
Gaps indicate missing data from the original data source. (Accessed May
2014).

PUBLICATIONS AND REVIEWS

Visit our library for further reading: 
Documents about Ireland

th

http://www.youthpolicy.org/national/Ireland_2014_Youth_Policy_Framework.pdf
http://www.dcya.gov.ie/viewdoc.asp?DocID=120
http://www.tusla.ie/
http://www.youthpolicy.org/national/Ireland_2014_Youth_Policy_Framework.pdf
http://www.youth.ie/
http://www.dcya.gov.ie/viewdoc.asp?DocID=2999
http://www.dcya.gov.ie/
http://data.worldbank.org/topic/education
http://data.worldbank.org/topic/education
http://www.dcya.gov.ie/viewdoc.asp?DocID=2999
http://www.dcya.gov.ie/
http://data.worldbank.org/topic/education
http://data.worldbank.org/topic/education
http://www.youthpolicy.org/library/?keyword=Ireland
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