
Factsheet: Iraq

Is there a national youth policy?

DRAFTDRAFT
Iraq is developing a national youth strategy, and conducted

a youth survey to inform the effort.

DEFINITION OF YOUTH

The National Youth Survey, held in 2009, targeted youth aged 10-30 years. The results of this survey will inform the
development of a draft Iraqi national youth strategy.

SITUATION OF YOUNG PEOPLE

SITUATION OF YOUNG PEOPLE

POLICY & LEGISLATION

In March 2013, Mawtani.com reported on the drafting of Iraq’s first
national youth strategy, which at the time was awaiting approval by
the government. The Ministry of Youth and Sports began its
development 2009, led by a central committee in collaboration with
other non-governmental and international bodies, such as UNFPA-
Iraq. A National Youth Survey was held in 2009 to inform the
strategy, which covers the years 2014-2020. According to a
September 2013 press release from United Nations Iraq, the
forthcoming strategy covers four key topics:

Establishing well-educated, productive youth;
Addressing health, social and psychological needs of young people;
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MARRIAGEABLE AGE

As reported by Huffington Post in March 2014, a draft law opens the
door for girls as young as nine to marry. Unclear legislation for

homosexual acts. Reports exist of “self-proclaimed Sharia judges”
sentencing people to death for homosexual acts. Source: UNSD,
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CANDIDACY AGE

Source:  Inter-Parliamentary Union Partially elected by other means.

Source:  Inter-Parliamentary Union 
Unicameral.

CRIMINAL RESPONSIBILITY

77
Minimum Age

Source:  Penal Code of Iraq, Amended 
(1969) 

MAJORITY AGE

1818
Source: FOSIGRID

VOTING AGE

1818
Source:  Inter-Parliamentary Union

YOUTH DEVELOPMENT INDEX

0.360.36
147 out of 170 countries.

Year: 2013

Source: Commonwealth Youth
Programme

82.42%
Male (15-24) %

80.61%
Female (15-24) %

LITERACY RATES

81.54%81.54%
Both sexes (15-24) %

Year: 2015

Source: UNESCO

49.12%
Male %

39.63%
Female %

NET ENROLMENT RATE

Secondary School

44.50%44.50%
Both sexes %

Year: 2007

Source: UNESCO

PREVALENCE OF HIV

----
Male (15-24) %

----
Female (15-24) %

Year: No data.

Source: World Bank

17.70%
Male (13-15) %

15.20%
Female (13-15) %

TOBACCO USE

Consumed any smokeless or smoking tobacco product at least once 30 days prior to
the survey.

17.20%17.20%
Both sexes (13-15) %

Year: 2010

Source: WHO

male - (15-24) female - (15-24) total labour force

POPULATION BY AGE AND SEX 2010

Source: United Nations - Department of Economic and Social Affairs - Population
Division

2012 Revision - Estimates. (Accessed August 2013).

YOUTH UNEMPLOYMENT

Share of labour force aged 15-24 available and seeking employment

Source: World Bank 

Gaps indicate missing data from the original data source. (Accessed August 2013).

BUDGET & SPENDING

What is the budget allocated to the governmental authority (ministry,
department or office) that is primarily responsible for youth and/or

GDP PER CAPITA HDI GINI

USD 6862.5
Year: 2013

Source: World Bank

0.59
Year: 2013

Source: UNDP

120 out of 187 countries.

29.54
Year: 2012

Source: World Bank

CORRUPTION PERCEPTION PRESS FREEDOM

16
170 out of 177 countries.

Year: 2014

Source: Transparency International

45.44
153 out of 180 countries.

Year: 2013

Source: Reporters Without Borders
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http://www.youthpolicy.org/national/Iraq_2011_National_Youth_Survey.pdf
http://http//www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/03/14/iraq-child-marriage-bill_n_4962247.html
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/demographic/products/indwm/
http://ilga.org/ilga/en/article/1161
http://www.ipu.org/parline-e/parlinesearch.asp
http://www.ipu.org/parline-e/parlinesearch.asp
http://www.youthpolicy.org/wp-content/uploads/library/1969_Iraq_PenalCode_Eng.pdfN/A
http://www.fosigrid.org/middle-east/iraq
http://www.ipu.org/parline-e/parlinesearch.asp
http://www.youthdevelopmentindex.org/views/index.php
http://www.uis.unesco.org/literacy/Pages/default.aspx
http://data.un.org/Data.aspx?d=UNESCO&f=series%3ANER_23
http://data.worldbank.org/topic/health
http://apps.who.int/gho/data/node.main.1259?lang=en
http://mawtani.al-shorfa.com/en_GB/articles/iii/features/2013/03/20/feature-02?change_locale=true
http://www.youthpolicy.org/national/Iraq_2011_National_Youth_Survey.pdf
http://mawtani.al-shorfa.com/en_GB/articles/iii/features/2013/03/20/feature-02?change_locale=true
http://www.moys.gov.iq/
http://iraq.unfpa.org/programmes/youth-development-and-empowerment
http://www.youthpolicy.org/national/Iraq_2011_National_Youth_Survey.pdf
http://www.uniraq.org/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&id=1139:a-vision-for-the-future-iraq-s-national-youth-strategy&Itemid=606&lang=en
http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GDP.PCAP.CD
http://hdr.undp.org/en/data
http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SI.POV.GINI
http://www.transparency.org/cpi2014/results
http://rsf.org/index2014/en-index2014.php
http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/
http://data.worldbank.org/topic/labor-and-social-protection


What is the budget allocated to the
governmental authority (ministry,

department or office) that is primarily
responsible for youth and/or youth

programming?

UNCLEARUNCLEAR

% of GDP % of gov. expenditure

Is there a governmental authority 
(ministry, department or office) that is

primarily responsible for youth?

YESYES

Does the country have a national youth
organisation / association (council, platform,

body)?

NONO

Promotion of rights and national identity;
Strengthening youth participation and engagement in the community.

PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS

The Ministry of Youth and Sports is the chief author of the
forthcoming national youth strategy. In its development, the ministry
conducted the 2009 National Youth Survey in conjunction with other
ministries (such as the Ministry of Planning), international bodies
(including UNFPA-Iraq) and the Kurdistan Ministry of Sports and
Youth. Its youth activities include a youth parliament, organizing
youth culture and arts events, publishing a youth magazine, as well
as running youth centres and sports clubs across the country.

YOUTH AND REPRESENTATION

Iraq has no national level representation structures for youth. An
alternate structure is the Iraqi Youth Parliament, which as described
in an overview of youth in the Arab region (2010), is comprised of
275 members, aiming:   to activate youth participation in the political,
cultural and social fields, and to provide channels of communication
for young Iraqis [...] to contribute in making the decisions that affect
them.   It is restricted to youth aged 18 and 35, as reported by Wadi
– the UN-NGO partner – and as such is not representative of youth
as a whole.

BUDGET & SPENDING

According to a 2014 report by the UN-Iraq Joint Analysis Unit, the
Ministry of Youth and Sports was allocated a budget of IQD 876.0
billion (USD 752.6 million) in 2011. However, it is unclear how much
is allocated specifically for youth. More recent budget figures for the
ministry could not be located. The World Bank does not calculate
spending on education as a percentage of government expenditure
or GDP for Iraq from 2000.

TOTAL EXPENDITURE ON EDUCATION AS A PERCENTAGE OF GOVERNMENT SPENDING AND GDP

No Data
Source: World Bank 
Gaps indicate missing data from the original data source. (Accessed August 2013).

% of GDP % of gov. expenditure

youth programming?

UNCLEARUNCLEAR

According to a 2014 report by the UN-Iraq Joint Analysis Unit, the Ministry
of Youth and Sports was allocated a budget of IQD 876.0 billion (USD
752.6 million) in 2011. However, it is unclear how much is allocated
specifically for youth. More recent budget figures for the ministry could not
be located. The World Bank does not calculate spending on education as
a percentage of government expenditure or GDP for Iraq from 2000.

TOTAL EXPENDITURE ON EDUCATION AS A PERCENTAGE OF GOVERNMENT
SPENDING AND GDP

No Data

Source: World Bank 
Gaps indicate missing data from the original data source. (Accessed
August 2013).

PUBLICATIONS AND REVIEWS

Visit our library for further reading: 
Documents about Iraq

http://www.moys.gov.iq/
http://www.youthpolicy.org/national/Iraq_2011_National_Youth_Survey.pdf
http://www.mop.gov.iq/mop/
http://iraq.unfpa.org/programmes/youth-development-and-empowerment
http://www.mosy-krg.org/
http://www.youthpolicy.org/library/wp-content/uploads/library/2010_Regional_Overview_Youth_Arab-Region_Eng.pdf
http://en.wadi-online.de/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1061:iraqi-youth-parliament&catid=15:presseerklaerungen&Itemid=109
http://www.youthpolicy.org/wp-content/uploads/library/2014_Iraqi_Budget_Execution_Unit_Eng.pdf
http://www.moys.gov.iq/
http://data.worldbank.org/topic/education
http://data.worldbank.org/topic/education
http://www.youthpolicy.org/wp-content/uploads/library/2014_Iraqi_Budget_Execution_Unit_Eng.pdf
http://www.moys.gov.iq/
http://data.worldbank.org/topic/education
http://data.worldbank.org/topic/education
http://www.youthpolicy.org/library/?keyword=Iraq
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