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Introduction

The Council Resolution on a renewed framework for European cooperation in the youth field

(2010-2018), hereafter called the EU Youth Strategy, was adopted by the Council in

November 2009. The strategy stresses that: The EU Youth Report will evaluate progress

made towards the overall objectives of the framework, as well as progress regarding the

priorities defined for the most recent work cycle and identify good practices.

This implies that the Member States report to the Commission about their implementation of

measures in line with the priorities of the EU Youth Strategy at the end of every three-year

work cycle. To facilitate this task and ensure a common basis on which to work, the

Commission has drafted this questionnaire. A consultation with Member States took place in

July and August 2011, and the version in front of you is the final version.

In addition to a Commission staff working paper which assesses the first three-year work

cycle (by analysing the results of this questionnaire) and includes a comprehensive overview

on the situation of young people in Europe today, the EU Youth Report is to include the

priorities of the work cycle for the period 2013-2015. In order to finalise this report before the

end of 2012, the time schedule foresees that Member States return this questionnaire

(hereafter called 'National Report') by the end of January 2012. This will feed into a

Commission Communication (to be adopted in September 2012) and then a Council

Resolution (to be passed by the Council in November the same year).

The EU Youth Strategy applies a cross-sectoral approach to youth policy, covering eight

fields of action that concern young people. All fields of action should be covered in this

reporting exercise. In order to reduce the reporting requirements for the Member States, the

evaluations of the Structured Dialogue and the implementation of the Recommendation on

Volunteering (adopted in November 2008) are also integrated in the questionnaire.

This has guided the Commission's services to develop a questionnaire with six sections:

1. Questions on general youth policy and on the implementation of the EU Youth

Strategy in the Member States;

2. Questions about the youth policy activities of the Member States in the main

thematic areas of the last EU Trio Presidency (youth employment, participation

of young people);

3. Questions about the implementation of the Recommendation to promote the

mobility of young volunteers;

4. Further fields of action in the EU Youth Strategy;

5. Evaluation of the Structured Dialogue;

6. Case studies of good practice for other Member States.

http://ec.europa.eu/youth/pdf/doc1648_en.pdf
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In their responses, Member States are asked to report on initiatives that have been taken or are

planned to be carried out between 01 January 2010 and 31 December 2012, which

corresponds to the first work cycle of the EU Youth Strategy. However, the Commission also

welcomes information on such initiatives if they were taken before 2010 as indicated in the

alternative answers.

In line with the principles of the EU Youth Strategy, young people themselves and their

organisations should be consulted when filling out the National Report. Member States are

invited to use innovative methods in this consultation. Section 1 includes a question on how

young people have been consulted in the completion of the National Report.

Please provide any additional information and relevant references in the text-boxes provided

in every section. These text-boxes should also be used to highlight any disagreement or

difference in opinion between the official Government position and that of young people

consulted for the completion of this National Report.

Many of the questions ask whether a certain action or initiative was carried out by your

Government after the EU Youth Strategy came into force. Please take note that this does not

imply or suggest a causal relationship.

The text-boxes can be used to provide further information as to whether such a causal

relationship exists or not, if deemed necessary.

The deadline for submitting this National Report to the Commission is 31 January 2012.
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Section (1):

GENERAL YOUTH POLICY

In this section, you are requested to provide information on youth policy of a more general
nature. This will facilitate the sharing of Government documents on youth policy between

Member States as well as with EU candidate countries and other third countries. It will also
shed more light on the significance of the EU Youth Strategy, and its impact for youth policy

at the national and regional/local levels.

Q1: Does your country have a 'youth law' or legislation that specifically refers to youth
issues, or laws containing a section addressing the needs and/or rights of young people?

X YES

If YES, continue with Q2. If NO, go to Q4

Q2: Please provide references for the law (title, adoption date, validity, etc) in your
national language as well as in English

X YES

Sozialgesetzbuch (SGB) - Achtes Buch (VIII) - Kinder- und Jugendhilfe vom 26.06.1990 in

der aktuellen Fassung vom 22.12.2011

Social Code, Book VIII – Child and Youth Welfare (Achtes Buch Sozialgesetzbuch – Kinder-

und Jugendhilfe) – Article 1 of the Act of 26 June 1990

Q3: Is the document available in other languages, in full or abbreviated version?

X NO

If YES, please provide a web-link or a copy of the law in available languages together with
this national report.

Q4: Does your country have a National Youth Strategy and/or Action Plan, or a cross-
sectoral strategy specifically referring to youth issues?

X YES
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Explanation:

With the development of an "Independent Youth Policy" (Modern Youth Policy), the Federal

Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth is pursuing a subject-

oriented approach that focuses on the skills and potential of all young people and makes them

the starting point for the structuring of its policy. The aim is to move beyond the isolated

consideration of individual elements within the lives of young people and to develop this from

the perspective of the young people as an overall political task. One of the aims of the

"Independent Youth Policy" is to establish an "Alliance for Youth" in 2013 which reaches

beyond child and youth services and integrates relevant partners from commerce, education

and the media, for example, to ensure a comprehensive, cross-sectoral youth policy approach

for Germany. Youth policy is seen here as being an "advocate for youth".

The concept paper "An alliance for youth - development of and prospects for an independent

youth policy" issued on 09.05.2011 lists three thematic areas:

• Fair opportunities for young people

• Increased requirements in shorter periods (of time)

• Perspectives and optimism for the future

They are the result of an intense process of consultation with people involved in child and

youth welfare services.

In the development phase, the thematic areas will be made more concrete on the basis of

specific questions. The intention is that specific measures will be carried out even in the

development phase.

Q5: Is the document available in other languages, in full or abbreviated version?

X YES

Q6: Please indicate how the EU Youth Strategy, adopted in November 2009, has
influenced youth priorities in your country at the NATIONAL level?

X A: It has reinforced existing priorities

Explanation:

In Germany, the implementation of the EU Youth Strategy (Renewed framework for

European cooperation in the youth field) has a high priority in youth policy. At the suggestion

of the Federal Government, the federal and state governments basically resolved in 2010 to

cooperate closely as the strategy is implemented. The core of the federal/state cooperation is

based on the agreement and discussion of suitable Europe-related questions which will point
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the way for German child and youth welfare services and of the necessary framework

conditions. On the basis of the agreement, the federal and state governments will define their

specific measures on their own responsibility.

The federal and state governments feel that the added value of the EU Youth Strategy lies in

the possibility of using European impulses for the further development of practical and

political measures.

The federal and state governments agreed on three thematic corridors in which to implement

activities with subsidiary responsibility. The headings are as follows:

• Promoting participation and strengthening democracy – The EU Youth

Strategy supports the effective participation of young people through

approaching new target groups and implementing new formats

• Facilitating new learning areas for young people and actors in the youth field –

The EU Youth Strategy supports the integration of socially marginalised youth

into the standard system of education, training and work

• Strengthening the skills of young people and the educational opportunities

offered by youth work – The EU Youth Strategy supports the recognition and

visibility to non-formal and informal education in youth work

Activities in these thematic areas contribute especially to the implementation of the EU Youth

Strategy in Germany if they incorporate a European dimension by

 for example, opening up Europe as a learning area for new target groups

(disadvantaged young people),

 promoting the European mobility of actors in the youth field and European exchanges,

 incorporating the European debates into German practice, or

 initiating learning from each other at EU level.

The Federal Government, under the aegis of the ministry responsible, the Federal Ministry for

Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth, is pursuing at national level the

implementation of the EU Youth Strategy in the three thematic areas agreed by the federal

and state governments within the framework of separate programmes and initiatives (in the

fields of "Empowering youth“, "Promoting participation“, "Internet dialogue“, "Facilitating

learning mobility for all“) and through the initiation and implementation of multilateral

cooperation projects (peer learning processes) on the subjects of "Transitions in training and

work", "Participation“ and "Modern Youth Policy”.

In line with the federal/state government cooperation, the National Report was prepared by

the Federal Government with a significant input from the states.

Q7: Please indicate how the EU Youth Strategy has influenced youth priorities in your
country at the LOCAL and/or REGIONAL level?
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X A: It has reinforced existing priorities

Explanation:

The states have played a significant part since the beginning in the implementation of the EU

Youth Strategy in Germany and actively helped to shape the direction of the federal/state

government cooperation (see Question no. 4).

The Conference of Youth and Family Ministers, as the highest decision-making committee for

the 16 states, adopted resolutions in 2010 and 2011 concerning the states' contribution

towards implementation.

In addition to the cross-thematic questions, the states apply their fundamental youth policy

mandate for the provisions available in their particular states. They offer services such as the

following to varying extents:

 Information services for local authorities and organisations on the subjects and

possibilities for action within the EU Youth Strategy;

 Support of cross-sectional approaches in the field of youth policy at local authority

level,

 Advising regional and local actors in the field of youth welfare services on all

questions of the Europeanisation of youth welfare in practice;

 Continuing training of the regional and local players in the area of youth policy

(training on matters such as mobility, EU support mechanisms etc.);

 Adapting the state-specific financial support programmes.

The implementation of the EU Youth Strategy has led in the states both to the initiation of

new services and to the strengthening and stabilisation of existing activities and programmes.

One example is the voting age: At its meeting on 14.12.2011, the State Parliament of

Brandenburg lowered the voting age for local authority and state elections to 16. Brandenburg

is the second state to do this, after the City State of Bremen, in which, in May 2011, 16-year-

olds were able for the first time to exercise their direct right to vote in a state parliamentary

election in Germany.

Furthermore, the highest-level state youth authorities were able in particular to initiate

measures for a dialogue with independent and public youth welfare agencies about strategic

links to the EU Youth Strategy and its themes. A number of states have organised Round

Tables on the implementation of the EU Youth Strategy in order to inform specialists and

multipliers from local authorities, associations and agencies about the EU youth policy and

especially the EU Youth Strategy 2010 -2018 and to encourage corresponding activities.

Q8: Does the government of your country support and promote cross-disciplinary
research relating to young people and their living conditions in line with the Council



8

resolution on active inclusion, having regard to the socio-economic environment and the
opportunities and obstacles this poses for the social inclusion and employability of young
people?

X YES, the Government has supported and promoted such cross-disciplinary research

since before the EU Youth Strategy came into force in January 2010.

Explanation:

By financing the survey „Aufwachsen in Deutschland: Alltagswelten (AID:A)“ (Growing Up

in Germany: Everyday Worlds (AID:A)) by the German Youth Institute, the Federal

Government is supporting research into the living conditions and lifestyles of young people in

Germany. In addition, the Federal Government supports the Socio-Economic Panel (SOEP),

which has been explicitly focussing on the living situation of young people in a separate

questionnaire module since the survey year of 2000. From 1990 to 2002, the SOEP has been

supported as a project of the German Research Society, and has received additional financing

from the Federal Ministry for Education and Research since 2000. In 2003, following a

decision by the Federal-States Commission for Educational Planning and Research Support, it

was incorporated into the system of institutional funding by funds from the Federal and state

governments.

All the pilot projects or pilot schemes which are supported by the Federal Ministry for Family

Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth from the Federal Child and Youth Plan (see e.g.

Question no. 49) undergo an evaluation in parallel. The evaluations provide important

information for the further development of practical applications. The evaluation of the model

project „JiVE. Jugendarbeit international – Vielfalt erleben“ (JiVE. Youth work

internationally – Experiencing diversity) (2008-2010), for example, shows that concepts and

methods of international youth work support the participation of young people with a

background of migration.

JiVE was implemented from 2008 to 2010 in three part-projects – "InterCultural on Tour“

(International Exchange), European Voluntary Service and Programmes for skilled workers

with Spain and Turkey. In this way, three programme formats for international youth work –

youth exchange, European voluntary services and experts' programmes – were jointly

implemented for the first time in one project from the perspective of migration and

participation. The evaluation showed clearly that international youth work has special

potential for making its own contribution to the integration of young people with a

background of migration and to the intercultural opening of institutions and organisations.

Q9: Is there an institutionalised and regular cooperation between the Ministry
responsible for Youth and the youth research community in your country?

X YES, such cooperation has existed since before the EU Youth Strategy came into force in

January 2010.
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Explanation:

In each legislature period, the Federal Government submits to the Upper and Lower Houses of

Parliament a report on the position of young people and the efforts and achievements of the

youth welfare sector. For this, an independent commission is appointed which also involves

members of the youth research community.

The Federal Government is advised on fundamental youthwelfare matter by a committee of

experts (Federal Youth Committee), which also incorporates members of the youth research

community.

The Federal Government finances the Office for Child and Youth Policy at the German Youth

Institute, which supports the work of the Federal Youth Committee. The Office aims to

monitor the interlocking structures of child and youth policy along with their (biographical)

effects on children cross-sectorally, analyse them empirically and make the findings available

to those involved in child and youth policy.

Furthermore, the youth research community is involved through the general meeting of the

German Youth Institute (financed by Federal Child and Youth Services funds) and through its

Scientific Advisory Board, where it is able to influence the research priorities of the German

Youth Institute from the point of view of youth research.

Scientific representatives are regularly represented in all the programme-specific working

groups of the Federal Child and Youth Services Plan (see Question no. 26) and in the

Ministry's programme advisory boards.

The Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth has a scientific

advisory board for family matters, which also discusses political questions affecting the life

situation of young people.

Some states also make use of regular child and youth reporting systems to examine the

circumstances of young people and developments in youth policy.

At state level, youth action programmes are organised which are accompanied and evaluated

scientifically (by colleges and universities).

Q10: Does your Government have an inter-ministerial working group on youth or any
other institutionalised mechanism for ensuring a cross-sectoral approach to youth
policy?

X YES, such an institutional mechanism has existed since before the EU Youth Strategy

came into force in January 2010.

Explanation:

Basically, in all undertakings affecting the interests of young people, the participation of the

Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth, which is competent
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for matters relating to young people, is guaranteed through the possibilities for comment and

veto options. An interministerial agreement has been reached on this.

With the development of an "Independent Youth Policy“ (Modern Youth Policy), the Federal

Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth is also pursuing the objective

of establishing an "Alliance for Youth" in 2013 which reaches beyond child and youth

welfare and integrates relevant partners from commerce, education and the media, for

example, to ensure a comprehensive, cross-sectoral youth policy approach for Germany. (see

Question no. 4).

Q11: Has your Government carried out specific initiatives targeting young people or the
field of youth policy utilising EU funding opportunities through the European Social
Fund, the European Regional Development Fund and/or the Rural Development Fund,
or any other relevant EU funds or programmes such as PROGRESS1?

X YES, we are currently carrying out youth initiatives or projects utilising the general

EU funding opportunities mentioned above.

Explanation:

With its JUGEND STÄRKEN (EMPOWERING YOUTH) initiative, the Federal Ministry for

Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth is supporting the social, educational and

vocational integration of young people with a particular need for support. The initiative offers

individual backup for the young people, and also provides impulses for a closer cooperation

between the wide range of people and agencies at the interfaces between school, training and

career. At the moment, four of the five programmes in the initiative are being financed by the

European Social Fund: „Schulverweigerung – Die 2. Chance“ (School Drop Out - A Second

Chance), "Kompetenzagenturen” (Competence Agencies), "JUGEND STÄRKEN: Aktiv in

der Region” (EMPOWERING YOUTH: Active in the regions) and "„STÄRKEN vor Ort“

(EMPOWERING on the spot).

All the states have also introduced youth-related programmes and support guidelines within

the framework of the Operational Programmes for the implementation of the ESF. The ERDF

is also used to a lesser extent.

Since September 2008, Baden-Württemberg, for example, has been developing and testing

new ways of supporting young people in the transition from school to work within the ESF

project "ComeLearn!".

Hesse is supporting the AjuMA project in Offenbach, which trains young men with a

background of migration in the care of the elderly. The project agency GOAB operates in the

1 Please note that the question does not refer to EU programmes such as the Lifelong learning or Youth in Action
programmes.
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area of training and continuous professional development for young people and adults. The

project is supported by ESF funds in addition to state funds.

The state of Mecklenburg-Vorpommern uses ESF resources to fund five production colleges,

Youth Career Aid facilities for young people with a special need for individual support in the

transitional phase from education and schooling to the world of work and profession.. These

are workplace-like educational establishments which train young people in relevant careers

for the regional training and employment market. A core element of the production schools is

the combination of practical, operational work in various production facilities and workshops

with the acquisition of theoretical knowledge. The production of sellable products and

services, for which the young people are remunerated, creates a serious situation for the

production school students which generates self-confidence and pride and which counteracts

any failure experiences to date.

Q12: Does the Government of your country have a strategy to acknowledge, raise
awareness of, and reinforce the role of youth work in society, in line with the Council
Resolution on Youth Work (2010)?

X YES, we already had such a strategy in place since before the EU Youth Strategy

came into force in January 2010.

Explanation:

Youth work as understood by the EU has enjoyed a high level of importance in Germany for

around 60 years in the areas of youth work in accordance with Art. 11 SGB [Social Code]

VIII and youth social work in accordance with Art. 13 SGB VIII. It provides services in

which young people can acquire skills which strengthen their personalities and supplement

their formal education or training.

Within its function to provide encouragement (Art. 83 Abs. I SGB VIII), the Federal Ministry

for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth supports youth work organisations at

federal level. It is their task to protect the interests of young people and youth work in

Germany generally and to further develop methods so that the concerns of young people can

be better taken into account and to ensure the quality of the services and experts available. In

this, the Ministry works with the federal youth work structures in accordance with the

principles of partnership and cooperation.

Within the framework of the EU Youth Strategy, measures have been introduced to

strengthen the role of youth work and also to raise awareness of the achievements of youth

services.

States and local authorities which, as public youth welfare services providers, bear overall

responsibility (Art. 79 SGB VIII) and the states (under Art. 82 SGB VIII) finance a wide

range of measures relating to youth work by associations and volunteers and youth social

work on the basis of the Child and Youth Welfare Act.

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/educ/117874.pdf
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/educ/117874.pdf
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All states support youth work, within the scope of the statutory competence, with their own

projects and measures for the structural support of youth organisations.

With "Children and Youth to the Power of 3“, the state of Baden-Württemberg is helping to

make visible the services provided by volunteer child and youth workers within the

framework of an image and PR campaign featuring local measures and events.

In the implementation of the EU Youth Strategy, an important aspect of the Council

Resolution is the social recognition of youth work (cf. Question 13).

Q13: What are the main measures implemented by your Government in order to
improve the recognition – and support the development – of governmental and non-
governmental youth work?

Explanation:

The recognition and support of government and non-governmental youth work has always

been a central concern of both federal and state governments.

The implementation of the EU Youth Strategy has intensified the professional review of the

upgrading and recognition of youth and its achievements. In the third thematic corridor (see

Question no. 6), the federal and state governments are working on initiatives and ways to

recognise and increase the visibility of non-formal and informal education in youth work.

This covers aspects of increasing the value of youth work, making the educational

experiences of young people available and developing the quality of youth work.

The federal and state governments and other bodies involved have developed in the past

various methods and criteria for recognising and increasing the visibility of non-formal

educational services and proofs of competence in youth work which are now being used.

Within the scope of the joint implementation of the EU Youth Strategy, the federal and state

governments are discussing the development of guidelines and/or quality criteria for

certifications in youth work.

On this basis, the Federal Government has included the recognition of non-formal education

in the context of youth work as an important theme in the development of an "Independent

Youth Policy" (Modern Youth Policy) started in 2011 (see Question no. 4). Alongside the

individual recognition of skills acquired by young people outside school, the focus is also on

the recognition by society of youth work and youth social work with its non-formal

educational remit. And there is also the matter of formal recognition by third parties (e.g. by

business).

Q14: What are the main challenges and/or obstacles that your Government has been
confronted with during the first three years of the implementation of the EU Youth
Strategy?
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Explanation:

The Federal Government has assessed the previous phase of youth policy cooperation in

Europe in 2001 – 2009 and debated the new direction to be taken with the wide-ranging

participation of the groups involved in youth policy in Germany. It is now pursuing the same

participation approach in the implementation of the new framework for youth policy

cooperation in Europe (EU Youth Strategy).

Against this background, an implementation of the EU Youth Strategy in Germany was

agreed which foresees not only a European but also a very clear national focus (thematic

corridors) (see Question no. 6).

For the implementation of European strategies in Germany, flexible, gradual courses of

action, methods and procedures must be developed and implemented in partnership in order to

take account of the federal, pluralistic system. The broadly based strategic approach that has

been chosen for the EU Youth Strategy is largely breaking new ground. In the competent

ministry, the Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth,

corresponding agreements have been reached between the federal and state authorities, with

many other bodies being involved, and many young people have been encouraged to join in.

Because processes of this type, which are primarily a process of dialogue and communication,

require an open time framework, Germany has chosen the end of 2013 as the deadline for the

implementation of the first cycle.

Because of the essential cuts in the federal and state budgets, it was not possible to make any

additional public funding available for the implementation of the EU Youth Strategy.

However, supporting service and advisory structures have been established and European

impulses added to existing programmes with the aim of strengthening the services offered by

European projects for young people, experts and decision-makers in connection with the

implementation.

The EU programme "Youth in Action“ is also of crucial significance for the support of

models in practice as described by the EU Youth Strategy.

Q15: Which measures and/or actions have your Government carried out in order to
communicate the EU Youth Strategy to relevant stakeholders?

Explanation:

The starting point for the implementation of the EU Youth Strategy is the federal and state

governments' principle of involving the wider specialist public in the planning and concrete

implementation. The EU Youth Strategy is not to be a subject that is only dealt with in a

purely European context.

The Federal Government ensures the involvement of the relevant stakeholders in the

implementation of the EU Youth Strategy through a national dialogue. This includes a

continuous dialogue with those involved in youth policy from the non governmental youth
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welfare (agencies and associations) and with young people. The latter are reached in

particular via the structured dialogue on European and national themes in the EU Youth

Strategy (see questions in Section 5).

The participation of those involved in youth policy is ensured by the Federal Ministry for

Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth centrally via the Federal Advisory

Committee on the Implementation of the EU Youth Strategy. The Advisory Committee was

appointed in 2010. It is made up of representatives of the public and voluntary youth welfare

agencies, youth associations, federal states, leading local associations, the welfare

associations and youth researchers.

Experts, agencies and decision-makers are also motivated through events such as thematic

workshop discussions, strategy workshops and national forums to support the implementation

of the EU Youth Strategy and to use the EU itself as an area in which to learn their own work.

The "Forum on Perspectives of European Youth Policy“ which is run once a year with the

involvement the federal and state governments by "YOUTH for Europe“, the national agency

for the implementation of the EU "YOUTH IN ACTION“ programme is an important forum

for policy discussions on the implementation of the EU Youth Strategy in Germany.

Various instruments are used and specifically deployed to communicate with the relevant

target groups. These include, for example, the "EU Youth Strategy“ platform in the specific

portal of the federal and state governments' child and youth welfare,

(http://www.jugendhilfeportal.de/eu Youth Strategy/), the online news page of YOUTH for

Europe (jugendpolitikineuropa.de) and the German Youth Ring's structured dialogue website

(http://strukturierter-dialog.de/). In addition, the Federal Government is available to provide

information to the committees of youth welfare actors about the EU Youth Strategy and its

focus in Germany.

The states have also initiated activities to inform and encourage the strategic participation of

their relevant stakeholders which are directed at experts and multipliers from local authorities,

associations and organisations. For this, round tables, seminars and events are run, or existing

structures such as state advisory boards, state working groups of the youth welfare offices or

further education events are used.

Q16: Has your Government carried out any actions to measure the impact or success of
the implementation of the EU Youth Strategy at the national level?

X Yes

Explanation:

As part of the implementation of the EU Youth Strategy in Germany, the German Youth

Institute was commissioned by the Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens,

Women and Youth to prepare and carry out an evaluation describing on the one hand the

progress as regards the policy objectives and main points over the three-year period and
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assessing, on the other, the participation and implementation process from an expert

perspective.

The evaluation concentrates on the governance instruments which were used for the

implementation of the EU Youth Strategy by the federal and state governments. Individual

governance instruments include the federal-state cooperation based on the open methods of

coordination, the National Dialogue (including structured dialogue) and the steering and

information instruments used by the states. Questions about the framework conditions for a

successful implementation of the EU Youth Strategy and about cooperation with civil society

in particular are discussed here.

A second element of the evaluation is the question as to how far European discussions,

methods and forms provide a new stimulus for policy and practice in Germany: content-based

impulses, such as the European debate on the subject of the recognition of non-formal

education; stimuli from European methods such as peer learning or the open method of

coordination. In addition, the refocusing of cross-border learning and mobility formats

provides new European impulses.

The first provisional results of the evaluation are expected by the end of 2012.

Q17: According to the principles of the EU Youth Strategy and in line with previous
practice, Member States are asked to involve young people and their organisations in
responding to this National Report. Please outline the various ways how young people
have been consulted.

Explanation:

In the preparation of the National Report on the implementation of the EU Youth Strategy, the

Federal Government has asked for contributions from youth welfare associations and

organisations, which have been incorporated into the replies to the questions.

The Federal Government, the German Federal Youth Council and the National "Structured

Dialogue" Working Group would like to point out at this point that most of the questions in

the present questionnaire are not suitable for youth consultation. The sample answers assume

that the young people have a knowledge and understanding of federal support programmes

and policy which is not easily found. Youth associations commented that young people in

general are interested in specific questions that affect them directly, rather than questions of a

general policy nature.

Against this background and because of the relative short-term nature of the report, the

Federal Government did not ask young people for their comments on all the replies from the

Federal Government. Subsequently, the German Federal Youth Council and the National

"Structured Dialogue" Working Group agreed to carry out a consultation of young people on

the subject of voluntary work via the Structured Dialogue.

In view of this, the Federal Government urges that the concept of the participation of young

people in the preparation of the National Report is reconsidered. The starting point should be
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the question of the point at which youth involvement in a report makes sense and what

formats could be helpful in this.

The National Working Group and the Structured Dialogue Coordination Unit were involved

in answering the questions about the Structured Dialogue.

In recent years (2009-2011), the Centre for Applied Policy Research has evaluated aspects of

the implementation of the "Youth in Action“ programme and the Structured Dialogue in

Germany. On the basis of the discussions with young people, the opinions of young people on

Structured Dialogue projects have been summarised (Document 2).

The German Federal Youth Council has written an assessment on the implementation of the

1st Cycle (Document 3).

Section (2a):

PRESIDENCY PRIORITIES

On youth employment & entrepreneurship

Responding to the international economic and financial crisis which struck Europe in the
spring of 2008 and which resulted in record-high youth unemployment rates across the EU,

the first Trio Presidency of the first work cycle of the EU Youth Strategy, comprised of
Spain, Belgium and Hungary, decided on 'youth employment' as its overriding

priority in the youth field.

'Youth employment' was also the priority of the first 18-month cycle of the Structured
Dialogue with Young People.

Considering the importance and focus given to the field of action 'employment and
entrepreneurship' both at the national and the EU level, it is singled out as a separate chapter

in this National Report.

Has the Government of your country – existing or previous – taken concrete measures
or carried out any specific policy initiatives

Q18: To take the specific situation of young people into account when devising
flexicurity strategies?

X YES, such measures/initiatives were taken after the EU Youth Strategy came into

force in January 2010.

Explanation:

Comprehensive training support services were already provided as standard by the

employment agencies and job centres.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flexicurity
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With the Law to improve opportunities for integration in the employment market of

20.12.2011, career entry support, which had been tested as a model to date, is being

introduced permanently as a standard instrument as from 1 April 2012. It is intended that this

will become established in the medium term to provide support when moving from school

into training.

Q19: To promote cross-border professional and vocational opportunities for young
people?

X YES, such measures had already been taken before the EU Youth Strategy came into

force in January 2010, no additional initiatives were necessary.

Explanation

The EU Leonardo programme is and will continue to be used to provide exchanges in career

training. In addition, the programme "Vocational training without borders“ has also been set

up, which supports mobility advisors so that exchange opportunities can be publicised more

and intensified.

As part of the ESF programme “IdA - Integration durch Austausch” (Integration through

Exchange), since the beginning of 2009, mobility and exchange schemes have been run to

support the career integration of groups of people for whom access to the employment market

is difficult through the acquisition of practical career experience in the rest of the EU. The

target groups are:

• Disadvantaged young people, unemployed young adults, young single mothers and

people with disabilities.

• People with disabilities for whom employment opportunities are to be encouraged

through the support of transnational mobility schemes and expert exchanges.

Individual states have also increased support measures for the vocational mobility of young

people as part of the ESF "Transnationality" focus.

Hamburg, for example, supports the mobility agency "Hamburg bei Arbeit und Leben DGB

/VHS“ [Hamburg Living and Working: German Trades Union Federation/Adult Education

Centre]. This brokers, for example, internships for periods of 3 to 26 weeks in Europe. The

mobility agency is also the provider of many other mobility measures, especially for trainees

within ESF projects.

Within the ESF-supported youth workshops and Pro-Aktiv centres in Lower Saxony, the

implementation of trannational measures by the Ministry of Social Affairs is facilitated and

supported (see also Question no. 20).

Q20: To develop career guidance and counselling services?
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X YES, such measures had already been taken before the EU Youth Strategy came into

force in January 2010, no additional initiatives were necessary.

Explanation:

Career guidance and counselling are services provided nationally by the Employment Agency

(mandatory service) for all those seeking advice. The Federal Employment Agency has rolled

out a new counselling concept to improve counselling.

Within the ESF programme "JOBSTARTER – für die Zukunft ausbilden” (Training for the

future), innovations and structural development in vocational training are to be supported. The

programme aims to achieve a better regional supply of company training places for young

people by attracting factories and/or companies to participate in training. The following

operations are being targeted:

• operations that are tired of training and have pulled away from their training

responsibilities;

• operations with no experience in training that have not yet offered any training;

• operations with experience in training that could provide additional training places.

The Federal Ministry for Education and Research is launching a national career guidance

programme in inter-company and comparable educational establishments.

The Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth is responsible

for two national ESF programmes to help the transition from school to work as part of the

federal EMPOWERING YOUTH programme:

• "Schulverweigerung – die 2. Chance” (School Drop Out - A Second Chance) which

aims to help young people tired of school to return to the standard school system and

move on to training

• "Kompetenzagenturen” (Competence Agencies), which develop alternative routes to

training and work for young people who are no longer reached by the standard school

and training system.

Some countries have also established state programmes for career guidance and preparation

on their own responsibility.

The state of Lower Saxony, for example, supports the work of the Pro-Aktiv centres in

making access to employment easier for individually and socially disadvantaged young

people and improving their social integration. The aim is to work with young people who are

facing integration barriers and who need special social and educational support, to define their

specific support requirements, to coordinate the necessary assistance as part of a case

management concept and to verify its success.

Hesse supports the project "Qualified vocational training support in vocational colleges and

companies" as a service for the early recognition and stabilisation of young people who are
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likely to drop out of training. Local chambers of crafts, chambers of trade and industry and

the education authorities of the model locations are partners in the project.

Q21: To promote quality internships and apprenticeships to facilitate the entry to, and
progress within, the labour market?

X YES, such measures had already been taken before the EU Youth Strategy came into

force in January 2010, no additional initiatives were necessary.

Explanation:

With the introductory training, a new form of long-term internship in companies was

introduced for young people who face difficulties in finding an internship, which has proved

successful in practice – as has been confirmed by parallel research.

The possibilities for running more company internships as part of educational measures

preparing for careers were improved by the Law to improve opportunities for integration in

the employment market as of 1 April 2012.

At federal level, the "Pathways abroad“ Working Group has been established, whose task is to

develop quality criteria for internships abroad, to make those concerned aware of the subject

of quality in foreign internships, to create comparability between suppliers and products and

to provide assistance for all those who are interested in internships abroad or who work in this

area. Among other things, a foreign internship quality check has been developed which

describes crucial quality criteria and standards. Members of the Working Group include the

DAAD (German Academic Exchange Service), the International Association for the

Exchange of Students for Technical Experience, Internationale Weiterbildung und

Entwicklung gGmbH, the International Placement Services of the Federal Employment

Agency/ Euroguidance, the Fachstelle für Internationale Jugendarbeit der Bundesrepublik

Deutschland e.V. and Eurodesk Deutschland.

The German-French Youth Association, which is financed equally by the French and German

governments, supports, for example, vocational training and career entry for young people by

subsidising internships for young people in the opposite country. The targets are apprentices

and young employees. The Youth Association, for example, awards grants for internships in

France during initial vocational training. The term 'internship' is understood to be a career-

oriented work visit to a company in France for at least four weeks as part of training. There is

a particular focus on young people with a special need for support.

The states have increased their services for internships abroad in particular through the

transnational focus of the ESF. The mobility agency "Hamburg bei Arbeit und Leben DGB

/VHS“ [Hamburg Living and Working: German Trades Union Federation/Adult Education

Centre] brokers, for example, internships for periods of 3 to 26 weeks in Europe. The mobility
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agency is also the provider of many other mobility measures, especially for trainees within

ESF projects.

Q22: To promote sharing of responsibilities between partners in order to facilitate
reconciliation between professional and private life for both young women and young
men?

X YES, such measures had already been taken before the EU Youth Strategy came into

force in January 2010, no additional initiatives were necessary.

Explanation:

A (part-time) vocational training can be supported with vocational training grants or with

assistance in parallel with the training. If necessary, a non-company (part-time) vocational

training can also be supported.

The statutory "parental benefit“ is paid to fathers and mothers for a maximum of 14 months;

the parents can divide the period of time up between them as they choose. One parent can take

at least two months and at most twelve months, and there are two further months if the partner

is involved with caring for the child and the parents lose at least two months of earned

income. Single parents who claim the parental benefit to balance out the loss of earned

income can claim the full 14 months parental benefits.

Some states have created supplementary regulations. The parental allowance in Thuringia, for

example, is paid independently of income for the care of all children from the child's second

birthday until the child's third birthday after the payment of the federal parental benefit.

Q23: To promote entrepreneurship in the field of sustainable development?

X YES, such measures had already been taken before the EU Youth Strategy came into

force in January 2010, no additional initiatives were necessary.

Explanation:

Under the Employment Promotion Act, business establishment subsidies are also possible for

young people.

Further information on EMPOWERING YOUTH at http://www.jugend-staerken.de/

Further information on the Foreign Internship Quality Check at http://wege-ins-

ausland.netzcheckers.net/p957828948_444.html
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Section (2b):

PRESIDENCY PRIORITIES

On youth participation

Promoting the active participation of young people in society is one of the pillars of youth
policy. This is also recognised in the Lisbon Treaty, where Article 165 of the Treaty on the

Functioning of the European Union stipulates that Union Action shall be aimed at
"encouraging the participation of young people in democratic life in Europe".

The second Trio Presidency of the EU Youth Strategy, composed of Poland, Denmark and
Cyprus (07/2011 – 12/2012) therefore decided on 'Youth Participation' as their overriding

priority.

'Youth Participation' was also decided as the theme for the second 18-month cycle of the
'Structured Dialogue with Young People'.

Has the Government of your country – existing or previous – taken concrete measures
or carried out any specific policy initiatives

Q24: to develop mechanisms for dialogue with youth and youth participation on
national youth policies?

X YES, such measures/initiatives were taken after the EU Youth Strategy came into

force in January 2010.

Explanation:

The Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth started work on

the development of an "Independent Youth Policy“ (Modern Youth Policy) in 2011. This is

being done with the help of a dialogue process with specialists and experts from all areas

relevant to youth policy (see Question no. 4).

This process also includes an online participation process for young people carried out

locally. This comprises consultation procedures and dialogue processes based on the model of

the Structured Dialogue. The Federal Government is making use of the existing experience

and results of the implementation of the Structured Dialogue in Germany (see Section 5).

Within the scope of the "Nationaler Aktionsplans für ein kindergerechtes Deutschland 2005-

2010“ (National Action Plan for a Germany Fit for Children 2005-2010), other ways of

ensuring that young people participate directly in national youth policies were tested and

evaluated and "Quality standards for the participation of children and young people“ were

developed.

As part of the implementation of the EU Youth Strategy (see Question no. 6), the Federal

Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth supports, within the thematic

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2008:115:0047:0199:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2008:115:0047:0199:EN:PDF
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corridor of participation, peer learning on the "participation of young people in a democratic

Europe". Germany intends to use this opportunity to work with other EU-States to find

answers to the following questions:

 How can apolitical young people with an increased need for support be reached so that

they can participate more closely in the democratic system?

 What new forms and places of political participation will be important in the future for

the further development of democratic societies?

 What methods and forms of political education are proving effective in increasing the

participation of young people?

In November 2011, the state of Hesse organised the youth information fair "Hesse totally

international“ for the sixth time. The young participants from Hesse were able to exchange

views with young people from all over the world and find out about the many possibilities for

moving abroad (voluntary services, international youth exchange, exchange years, work

camps, etc.). At an "Opportunities Market", many stands provided an overview of the various

programmes. Visitors from abroad, especially from Hesse's European partner regions, were

important for the international networking.

Q25: to encourage use of already existing, or development of, guidelines on youth
participation, information and consultation in order to ensure the quality of these
activities?

X YES, such measures had already been taken before the EU Youth Strategy came into

force in January 2010, no additional initiatives were necessary.

Explanation:

As part of the "National Action Plan for a Germany Fit for Children 2005-2010“, "Quality

standards for the participation of children and young people“ were developed.

The Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth is implementing

its statutory task of finding and examining new ways of effective participation through

continuous and project-based measures (see Questions no. 24 – 30).

Q26: to support politically and financially youth organisations, as well as local and
national youth councils and promote recognition of their important role in democracy?

X YES, such measures had already been taken before the EU Youth Strategy came into

force in January 2010, no additional initiatives were necessary.

Explanation
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The Federal Child and Youth Plan (the Federal Youth Plan until 1993) has financially

supported central federal youth organisation structures since 1950. Since then, this has also

been associated with the recognition of its important role for democracy in Germany. Similar

support mechanisms exist at state and local authority levels.

The Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth and the federal

youth organisation structures work in partnership in a wide range of committees and advisory

structures. The quality of this cooperation is an important element of living democracy in

Germany.

Q27: to promote the participation of more and a greater diversity of young people in
representative democracy, in youth organisations and other civil-society organisations?

X YES, such measures had already been taken before the EU Youth Strategy came into

force in January 2010, no additional initiatives were necessary.

Explanation:

Within the scope of the partnership between them, the federal youth work structures and the

Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth have been working

together since 2008 towards a stronger intercultural opening up of youth organisations and an

increase in the self-organisation of immigrant youth.

In the area of informal political, cultural and sporting youth education, new formats have been

developed since 2008 which integrate especially young people with a background of

migration and young people who have so far only been inadequately reached by these

opportunities.

Federal structures and projects for youth work by and with disabled young people (e.g. an

international youth camp for the Paralympics) and lesbian and gay young people have been

supported for many years by the Federal Child and Youth Services Plan.

The area of Gender Mainstreaming is defined as a cross-sectoral task of the youth welfare

services in the Guidelines of the Federal Child and Youth Plan.

The states have also taken this path, within the scope of their responsibilities, and have, in

various initiatives, promoted the diversity of the participation structures and existing services.

Q28: to make effective use of information and communication technologies to broaden
and deepen participation of young people?

X YES, such measures/initiatives were taken after the EU Youth Strategy came into

force in January 2010.

Explanation
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The Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth has initiated the

"Dialog Internet“ (dialogue Internet) , in which recommendations for a modern child and

youth internet policy are developed which supports children, young people, parents, teachers

and those involved in the digital world to cope with the challenges of a fast changing digital

media landscape. "Dialogue Internet“ covers three initiatives: "Internet Child Protection

Centre“, "Strengthening parents - a safer internet for children“ and "Youthpart –

eParticipation locally“.

The "Youthpart“ initiative (2011 to 2014) intends, on the basis of an international cooperation

project, to improve the opportunities for young people to participate in social and political

developments and decisions on the spot using digital media. The aim is to define a "roadmap"

laying down conditions for the success of eParticipation services for young people.

Some states support what are known as "state youth servers" which offer online information

and participation opportunities for young people in all sorts of different forms and with a

variety of different focuses.

Q29: to support various forms of “learning to participate” from early age through
formal education and non-formal learning?

X YES, such measures had already been taken before the EU Youth Strategy came into

force in January 2010, no additional initiatives were necessary.

Explanation:

It has been one of the core tasks of youth association work and also out-of-school political

youth education for years to prepare young people for participation in society and democracy.

No special programmes are therefore necessary in the area of non-formal education.

Nonetheless, the Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth

constantly stimulates discussion through new formats, such as the "Aktionsprogramm für

mehr Jugendbeteiligung“ (Action programme for more youth participation 2006 – 2009).

Q30: to further develop opportunities for debate between public institutions and young
people?

X YES, such measures/initiatives were taken after the EU Youth Strategy came into

force in January 2010.

Explanation:

The Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth started work on

the development of an "Independent Youth Policy“ (Modern Youth Policy) in 2011. This is

being done with the help of a dialogue process with specialists and experts from all areas
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relevant to youth policy. This process also includes an online participation process for young

people carried out locally. This creates a direct exchange between young people in Germany

and the Federal Ministry. Experiences with the Structured Dialogue in Germany were the

model for this (see Question 24).

In addition, the peer learning project "Youthpart“ offers a content-based platform for

specialist exchange with other Member States about how to achieve more youth participation

in the digital society. Together, the aim is to find answers to the challenges of present and

future developments in the area of participation of young people through the internet (see

Question no. 28).

Further information on the DIALOGUE INTERNET: http://dialog-internet.de/

Further information on the initiative for a Germany fit for children:

http://www.kindergerechtes-deutschland.de/startseite

Further information on the states' youth servers: http://www.bildungsserver.de/Jugendserver-

des-Bundes-und-der-Laender-1580.html

Section (3):

ON VOLUNTEERING

and the implementation of the Recommendation on the mobility of young
volunteers

'Volunteering' is an essential component of promoting citizenship and active involvement of
young people in society (as is strongly recognised through designating 2011 as the European
Year of Volunteering). It is therefore included as one of the fields of action of the EU Youth

Strategy.

Volunteering was also the issue of the first Council Recommendation in the field of youth,
with the Recommendation on the mobility of young volunteers adopted in November 2008.
According to the Recommendation, the Commission shall "report to the Council after four
years, in order to determine whether the measures proposed are working effectively and to

assess the need for further actions". In order to simplify the reporting obligations of the
Member States, it has been decided to integrate the national report on the implementation of

the Recommendation at the national level into this National Report.

Has the Government of your country – existing or previous – taken concrete measures
or carried out any specific policy initiatives

Q31: To create more opportunities for mobility of young volunteers?

http://www.kindergerechtes-deutschland.de/startseite
http://europa.eu/volunteering/en/home2
http://europa.eu/volunteering/en/home2
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_Data/docs/pressdata/en/educ/104211.pdf
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X YES, such measures had already been taken before the EU Youth Strategy came into

force in January 2010, no additional initiatives were necessary.

Explanation:

Germany has a long tradition of voluntary services and the promotion of volunteering. In the

period from 2010 onward, the Federal Government started a number of important new

initiatives.

These include the new format of the International Youth Volunteering Programme, which, on

the basis of the Directive of 20 December 2010, makes it possible to carry out volunteer work

abroad. The IYVP offers exciting possibilities for involvement in the social and ecological

sector and in peace-keeping and conciliation work. Anyone can apply who has completed the

compulsory school time and who will not have reached 27 by the end of the volunteer period.

Young people can also go abroad for the other two youth voluntary services – the voluntary

social service year and the voluntary ecological service year – which have existed for a long

time.

The Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation has been running the "weltwärts“

programme since 2008. With "weltwärts“, young people aged 18 to 28 can spend a period of 6

to 24 months volunteering in a number of developing countries. The volunteers' areas of work

cover the entire spectrum of current development cooperation.

The international cultural voluntary service »kulturweit« is run by the German UNESCO

Commission and supported by the Foreign Office. Since 2009, it has made it possible for

young people from Germany aged 18 – 26 to become involved on a voluntary basis in the

field of cultural and educational policy abroad. The term of deployment is 6 or 12 months.

The deployment locations are in the developing countries of Africa, Asia and Latin America

and in countries in Central and Eastern Europe.

The new federal voluntary service is open to men and women of all ages – including those not

resident in Germany – for a deployment of six to 24 months in the areas of the former civilian

service (alternative to military services), in the fields of sport, integration, culture and

education and in civil and disaster protection.

Some states, such as Hesse and Saarland, particularly encourage a voluntary social year

abroad.

Q32: To raise awareness about opportunities for mobility of young volunteers?

X YES, such measures had already been taken before the EU Youth Strategy came into

force in January 2010, no additional initiatives were necessary.

Explanation:
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The Federal Government informs and raises awareness with a wide range of publicity tools,

such as the brochure "Time to do the right thing" (2012) talking about the possibility of

volunteering abroad.

Furthermore, the Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth

supports Eurodesk Germany. Eurodesk provides information on its website and through flyers

about the various voluntary services in Germany. Eurodesk is supported by its network of 42

local cooperation partners and the Youth Information Network.

The EuroPeers Project as part of the EU YOUTH IN ACTION programme supports in

particular former European volunteers in passing on their experiences to other young people.

Thy visit schools, youth clubs or pedestrianised areas to tell young people about the

experiences with Europe and they provide information about the YOUTH IN ACTION

programme. Many local and regional media report on the EuroPeers and their events.

Q33: To assure quality through the development of self-assessment tools?

X NO, but we plan to take concrete measures in this field in 2012.

Explanation:

The Government is planning to take concrete measures in this field in 2012. There are central

units for quality management in the International Youth Volunteering Programme.

Q34: To promote cross-border mobility of youth workers and young people in youth
organisations?

X YES, such measures had already been taken before the EU Youth Strategy came into

force in January 2010, no additional initiatives were necessary.

Explanation:

The promotion of measures to support the cross-border mobility of youth workers and young

people in youth organisations is supported by the Federal Child and Youth Plan on the basis

of the Development Guideline on International Youth Work. International youth work

facilitates personal encounters between young people from various countries, who can learn

and work together, and allows experts in youth work to exchange experiences and child and

youth welfare providers to work together across national boundaries. International youth work

covers all areas of child and youth welfare.

Important players at national level also include the Franco-German Youth Office, the

German-Polish Youth Office, the coordination office for German-Israeli exchange ConAct,

the coordination office for German-Czech exchange Tandem and Stiftung Deutsch-Russischer

Jugendaustausch gGmbH [the foundation for German-Russian youth exchange]. This cross-
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border cooperation, based on bilateral agreements, offers young people and experts in youth

work a wide range of opportunities for encounters and cross-border volunteer involvement.

The states also support international youth work measures, such as bilateral and multilateral

youth exchange and expert discussions on cross-border mobility and the further training and

continuing professional development of experts.

Hamburg organised a youth environment summit as part of its activities as "European Green

Capital 2011“. The environmental summit brought together young people from both Hamburg

and the metropolitan region and from all over Europe. The summit provided a joint forum for

exchanging ideas for the city of the future and discussing these with experts.

Berlin supports cross-border mobility as part of the Berlin-Paris city partnership. There are

explicit agreements at administrative level between the two cities to enhance youth activities

(exchange of experts, youth encounters with cultural and sporting activities, joint career-

oriented opportunities).

Q35: To give particular attention in this context to young people with fewer
opportunities?

X YES, such measures had already been taken before the EU Youth Strategy came into

force in January 2010, no additional initiatives were necessary.

Explanation:

In the Voluntary Social Service Year and the Voluntary Ecological Service Year,

disadvantaged young people are particularly encouraged.

Q36: To promote the recognition of skills acquired through voluntary activities through
instruments such as Europass, Youthpass and Member State instruments?

X YES, such measures had already been taken before the EU Youth Strategy came into

force in January 2010, no additional initiatives were necessary.

Explanation:

The framework conditions of the International Youth Volunteering Programme include the

requirement that the agencies issue their volunteers with a certificate once their service has

finished. The volunteers can request a written reference describing the nature and duration of

the work.

For the recognition and enhancement of non-formal education in the field of international

youth work and cross-border youth mobility, a skills-oriented certification system has been

developed which aims to show voluntary involvement in international youth work on a

qualified basis. The "Nachweise International" (International Certificates) give agencies the



30

opportunity to certify the skills acquired with them using three different formats: International

Certificates of Participation, Involvement and Skills.

Q37: To promote intergenerational solidarity through voluntary activities?

X YES, such measures had already been taken before the EU Youth Strategy came into

force in January 2010, no additional initiatives were necessary.

Explanation:

The new Federal Voluntary Service is basically aimed at applicants of all ages after they have

completed their compulsory schooling period. It thus opens up the opportunity for

intergenerational voluntary services.

In addition, volunteers are frequently deployed in the care of the elderly, which thus makes a

direct contribution to intergenerational solidarity.

The Voluntary Services for All Generations have been operated since 2009 by the Federal

Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth together with the states. This

is a special form of voluntary participation characterised by particular framework conditions.

In 2006, the Federal Government initiated the "Aktionsprogramm Mehrgenerationenhäuser"

(Multigenerational Houses Action Programme). The natural relationship of give and take

between people of different ages is encouraged in the multigenerational houses. Young and

old people meet in a public space in their neighbourhood and can thus benefit from each

other's different skills, experiences and interests.

The Multigenerational Houses Action Programme has created throughout Germany a social

infrastructure that makes a lasting contribution locally to cohesion in society, which

strengthens people's sense of responsibility for the immediate environment and which

strengthens the motivation for intergenerational voluntary involvement. In addition, it is

intended that the multigenerational houses, as an implementation of the National Involvement

Strategy, will act as focal points for the involvement of citizens in their local area.

To implement this political task, a three-year (2012-2014) action programme entitled

Multigenerational Houses II was conceived, in agreement with the states, as a follow-up

programme. This pursues the aim, at the same time, of specifically further developing the

thematic and structural processes triggered by the multigenerational houses I action

programme and incorporating important current sociopolitical themes.

Further information on the International Youth Volunteering Programme:

http://www.internationaler-jugend-freiwilligendienst.de/

Further information the voluntary social service year and voluntary ecological service year:

http://www.bmfsfj.de/BMFSFJ/freiwilliges-engagement,did=151432.html /

http://www.bmfsfj.de/BMFSFJ/freiwilliges-engagement,did=151440.html

http://www.bmfsfj.de/BMFSFJ/freiwilliges-engagement,did=151432.html
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Further information on the Federal Voluntary Service:

http://www.bundesfreiwilligendienst.de/

Further information on "Voluntary services for all generations“:

http://www.bmfsfj.de/RedaktionBMFSFJ/Broschuerenstelle/Pdf-Anlagen/Freiwilligendienste-

aller-Generationen-

Wendebrosch_C3_BCre,property=pdf,bereich=bmfsfj,sprache=de,rwb=true.pdf

Further information on the multigenerational houses: http://www.mehrgenerationenhaeuser.de

Further information on "International Certificates“ at www.nachweise-international.de
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Section (4):

On the implementation of the additional fields of action of the EU Youth
Strategy

In your National Report, you should respond to how your Government has implemented
measures in line with the priorities of the EU Youth Strategy, including all eight 'fields of

action'. This section includes the five 'fields of action' that have not yet been covered by the
National Report: education & training, health & well-being, social inclusion, creativity &

culture and youth & the world.

A. EDUCATION & TRAINING

Has the Government of your country – existing or previous – taken concrete measures
or carried out any specific policy initiatives

Q38: To support the development of youth work and other non-formal learning
opportunities as a way of addressing early school leaving?

X YES, such measures had already been taken before the EU Youth Strategy came into

force in January 2010, no additional initiatives were necessary.

Explanation

The ESF programme "School Drop Out - A Second Chance“ of the Federal Ministry for

Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth is aimed at the reintegration into the

standard school system of school pupils who are in danger of not gaining their leaving

qualification because of high levels of truancy. Individual support plans are developed in

collaboration with parents and teachers as part of a case management concept.

Support for the programme ended as planned in August 2011, after it had run for three years.

Because of the success and quality of the programme, the Federal Ministry for Family Affairs,

Senior Citizens, Women and Youth is continuing it at 191 locations until the end of 2013,

with new accents (e.g. a focus on pupils without a secondary school leaving qualification who

are required to attend vocational school).

Q39: To strengthen the use of the range of tools established at EU level for the
transparency and validation of skills and the recognition of qualifications?

X YES, such measures had already been taken before the EU Youth Strategy came into

force in January 2010, no additional initiatives were necessary.

Q40: To promote learning mobility of all young people?

http://ec.europa.eu/education/yom/rec_en.pdf
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X YES, such measures had already been taken before the EU Youth Strategy came into

force in January 2010, no additional initiatives were necessary.

Explanation

In connection with the development of an "Independent Youth Policy“ (Modern Youth

Policy), the Federal Government is pursuing the youth policy objective of making learning in

another country possible for all young people. For this, a model project entitled "Facilitating

learning experiences through cross-border mobility for young people“ is being introduced,

among other things. The aim of the model project is to highlight possible ways of how this

objective can be achieved sustainably.

On the basis of the common guidelines of the federal and state governments on international

youth policy and as part of the joint implementation of the EU Youth Strategy by the federal

and state governments, cooperations with individual interested federal states are to be initiated

by way of example. The aim is to work together with the various parties involved to identify

"gaps" in the provision of support services for learning mobility and to develop and

implement concepts for target groups that have so far not been fully accessed.

At the same time, an interdepartmental cooperation between the federal ministries will

identify and overcome mobility barriers in international and European youth work. Points of

contact will be the concepts for strengthening the acceptance of the EU amongst citizens in

Germany, which are currently under development, the mobility opportunities in the area of

formal education, promotion of European employee mobility and experiences from the

relevant departmental programmes for the international voluntary services.

Q41: To make the broader public aware of the value of non-formal learning?

X YES, such measures/initiatives were taken after the EU Youth Strategy came into

force in January 2010.

Explanation

Within the framework of the federal/state government cooperation on the implementation of

the EU Youth Strategy, increasing the awareness and recognition of non-formal learning is

one of the three thematic corridors. This policy dialogue process was the inspiration of an

"Independent Youth Policy“ (Modern Youth Policy) with the aim of attaching greater

importance to the subjects of the social recognition of the commitment of young people and

the validation of learning that was not acquired formally (cf. Questions 4, 6, 12 and 13).

In 2011, the Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth began a

dialogue with the child and youth welfare, business and other relevant players on the question

of the recognition of non-school-based youth education. In non-school-based learning, youth

work, youth social work and other forms of youth services, young people acquire skills that

supplement their formal education or training and strengthen their personalities. The skills
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acquired within this framework (e.g. social skills) play a significant role in social interaction

and increasingly in a work contact. In this way, particular young people who are alienated

from education could acquire access to educational and employment opportunities that would

otherwise remain closed to them.

Reports and comments on non-formal and informal learning within the framework of the

DQR: http://www.Germanrqualifikationsrahmen.de/de/expertenvoten/gutachten-und-

stellungnahmen-zum-nicht-formalen-un_gl4wdxqs.html

B. HEALTH & WELL-BEING

Has the Government of your country – existing or previous – taken concrete measures
or carried out any specific policy initiatives

Q42: To follow up the Council Resolution on the health and well-being of young people
and encourage youth fitness and physical activity by applying the EU Physical Activity
Guidelines?

X YES, such measures had already been taken before the EU Youth Strategy came into

force in January 2010, no additional initiatives were necessary.

Explanation

Children and young people are an important target group for the National Action Plan known

as " IN FORM – Deutschlands Initiative für gesunde Ernährung und mehr Bewegung" (IN

FORM – Germany's initiative for a healthy diet and more exercise), which was approved by

the Federal Cabinet in 2008 and which has been run since then by the Federal Ministry for

Health along with the Federal Ministry for Food, Agriculture and Consumer Protection.

Within the scope of this action plan, a large number of broadly based activities to establish

health-promoting structures have been implemented in children's nurseries and schools and in

other areas of young people's lives.

The Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth supports, under

the Federal Child and Youth Plan, facilities and measures to support sport among children and

young people at federal level. It supports, for example, German Sport Youth, the youth

organisation in the German Olympic Sports Federation.

Q43: To encourage healthy lifestyles for young people via physical education, education
on nutrition, physical activity and collaboration between schools, youth workers, health
professionals and sporting organisations?

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2008:319:0001:0003:EN:PDF
http://ec.europa.eu/sport/library/doc/c1/pa_guidelines_4th_consolidated_draft_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/sport/library/doc/c1/pa_guidelines_4th_consolidated_draft_en.pdf
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X YES, such measures had already been taken before the EU Youth Strategy came into

force in January 2010, no additional initiatives were necessary.

Explanation:

Within the scope of the National Action Plan "IN FORM“, the Federal Ministry for Health

established the support focus of ""Aktionsbündnisse für gesunde Lebensstile und

Lebenswelten" (Action alliances for healthy lifestyles and environments), which it supported

financially from 2008 to 2011. The tasks of the action alliances are to network the local and/or

local authority players and to promote social sustainability. The focus in terms of content is

on activities in children's nurseries, schools, federations and neighbourhoods. The aim is to

highlight, through models, how nationwide structures can be created in particular for the

creation of an exercise-friendly environment at local level. For example, sports and health

facilities for children were developed in collaboration with sports associations, schools and

local authorities; campaigns were carried out in nurseries and schools; training services were

developed for teachers, educators and parents.

Q44: To increase knowledge and awareness of youth workers and youth leaders of
health issues?

X YES, such measures had already been taken before the EU Youth Strategy came into

force in January 2010, no additional initiatives were necessary.

Explanation

Youth workers are amongst the many target groups of the National Action Plan "IN FORM“.

The Federal Government's 13th Child and Youth Report approached the matter from the point

of view of youth policy and increasing awareness. The report, published in 2009, and the

policy discussion covered the theme of "More opportunities for growing up healthily –

preventive healthcare measures and the promotion of health in child and youth services".

Q45: To encourage peer-to-peer health education?

X YES, such measures had already been taken before the EU Youth Strategy came into

force in January 2010, no additional initiatives were necessary.

Q46: To facilitate access to existing health facilities by making them more youth
friendly?

X NO, we do not have any current plans to carry out measures in this field.

Explanation:
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Statutory health insurance is not planning any measures which specifically serve to implement

the EU Youth Strategy and could be mentioned in the questionnaire. Their task is, in

particular, to provide the insured means of treating the sick (for details, see Articles 28 ff SGB

V). This is done irrespective of age, gender, etc..

C. SOCIAL INCLUSION

Has the Government of your country – existing or previous – taken concrete measures
or carried out any specific policy initiatives

Q47: To realise the full potential of youth work and youth centres as means of inclusion?

X YES, such measures had already been taken before the EU Youth Strategy came into

force in January 2010, no additional initiatives were necessary.

Explanation:

Throughout the country, over 420 "JUgendmigrationsdienste“ (Youth Migration Services)

support young migrants by providing individual services for their linguistic, school, career

and social integration. The programme is part of the federal government's Child and Youth

Plan and is a part-programme in the "EMPOWERING YOUTH“ initiative (see Questions no.

20 und 38). Alongside individual socio-educational assistance, during and after the integration

courses under the Migration Act, the Youth Migration Services also offer group services as an

important integration measure. In addition, they also participate in the anchoring and

networking of the services for young migrants in the social environment.

Q48: To adopt a cross-sectoral approach when working to improve community cohesion
and solidarity and reduce the social exclusion of young people, addressing the inter
linkages between e.g. young people’s education and employment and their social
inclusion?

X YES, such measures/initiatives were taken the EU Youth Strategy came into force in

January 2010.

Explanation:

In the 2009 Coalition Agreement, the Federal Government set out the aim of restructuring the

transitional system between school, career and work and making it more efficient. An

agreement has just been reached in an indepartmental working group led by the Federal

Ministry for Employment and Social Affairs, and a report has been published as a result. In

addition to a comprehensive stock-take of all federal and sometimes also state activities, the

departments have agreed, on the basis of the objectives in the qualification initiative, to

optimise coordination between each other and to structure projects on the basis of comparable
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quality standards. This is intended to promote "transition management" on the spot. The

Federal Ministry for Education and Research is called upon to start a dialogue with the states

with regard to more intensive harmonisation requirements under the new European Social

Fund.

With the ESF model programme "EMPOWERING YOUTH: Active in the regions“, started in

October 2010, the Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth is

providing a stimulus for closer cooperation between the many agencies involved at the

interfaces between school, training and career and for a more systematic harmonisation of

their activities on the spot in the municipalities (cf. Questions 20 and 38). In order to make

use of synergies, there is close coordination within the Federal Government.

Within this thematic area, the Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women

and Youth is implementing the peer learning project "Successful transitions in training and

work“. The aim of the three-year project is to generate, through European and international

exchanges at various levels, ideas for the further development of the individual support

provided for young people at the transition to training and work.

Q49: To support the development of intercultural awareness and competences for all
young people and combat prejudice?

X YES, such measures had already been taken before the EU Youth Strategy came into

force in January 2010, no additional initiatives were necessary.

Explanation:

The Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth is pursuing the

development of intercultural awareness and intercultural skills in young people with two

federal initiatives.

The initiative "JiVE. Youth work internationally – Experiencing diversity“ helps to achieve

equal opportunities and improved participation, especially for disadvantaged young people

and young people with a background of migration, and also has the following aims:

 To increase the participation of disadvantaged young people and young people with a

background of migration in international youth work.

 To create lasting structural links between international youth work and youth social

work / youth migration work, self-organised groups and associations of young

migrants, local-authority youth services, schools and other.

 To train the experts working with the target groups in international youth work on the

one hand and to qualify the services for the target group on the other.

 To support mobility services in the form of international short-term and long-term

projects which trigger education and learning process and thus support the lasting
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anchoring and profiling of international youth work as a non-formal educational

service.

With the federal programme "TOLERANZ FÖRDERN – KOMPETENZ STÄRKEN"

(ENCOURAGING TOLERANCE - STRENGTHENING SKILLS), the Federal Government

is aiming to strengthen civil society, to convey values such as tolerance and democracy and to

develop common strategies for strong democracy locally. For this, it is supporting the

sustained protection of existing local and regional strategies by incorporating them in local

authority and/or regional development concepts. It supports innovative model trials in the

field of democracy education in an integrated society and preventive educational projects.

Further objectives are the establishment of expert advisory services for those affected and

those responsible locally after incidents that are caused by right-wing extremists, xenophobic

and anti-Semitic factions. In addition, the development of recognised, customer-oriented

quality standards for advice in the area of right-wing extremism, xenophobia and anti-

Semitism is pursued.

Q50: To address the issues of homelessness, housing and financial exclusion – with a
particular focus on young people?

X YES, such measures had already been taken before the EU Youth Strategy came into

force in January 2010, no additional initiatives were necessary.

Explanation:

The training-support services within the employment promotion system and the basic income

support for job-seekers aim to achieve successful career integration and thus combat

marginalisation and poverty.

The services have been further improved by the Law to improve opportunities for integration

in the employment market with effect from 1 April 2012 (e.g. career entry support integrated

as a long-term tool).

Q51: To promote access to quality services – e.g. transport, e-inclusion, health, social
services?

X YES, such measures had already been taken before the EU Youth Strategy came into

force in January 2010, no additional initiatives were necessary.

Q52: To promote specific support for young families?

X YES, such measures had already been taken before the EU Youth Strategy came into

force in January 2010, no additional initiatives were necessary.
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Q53: To engage young people and youth organisations in the planning, delivery and
evaluation of European Year of Combating Poverty and Social Exclusion in 2010?

X YES, such measures had already been taken before the EU Youth Strategy came into

force in January 2010, no additional initiatives were necessary.

Further information on the multilateral cooperation project "Successful transitions in training

and work“: http://www.jugendhilfeportal.de/fokus/eu-jugendstrategie/projekte/

Report on the restructuring of the transitional system between school, career and work at

http://www.bmas.de/DE/Themen/Aus-und-

Weiterbildung/Ausbildungsfoerderung/inhalt.html).

Further information on the initiative "JiVE. Youth work internationally – Experiencing

diversity“: http://www.jive-international.de/

Further information on the federal programme ENCOURAGING TOLERANCE -

STRENGTHENING SKILLS: www.toleranz-foerdern-kompetenz-staerken.de

D. CREATIVITY & CULTURE

Has the Government of your country – existing or previous – taken concrete measures
or carried out any specific policy initiatives

Q54: To support the development of creativity among young people by following up the
Council conclusions on promoting a Creative Generation: developing the creativity and
innovative capacity of children and young people through cultural expression and wider
access to culture?

X YES, such measures had already been taken before the EU Youth Strategy came into

Explanation:

Within the initiative entitled " Ein Netz für Kinder – fragFINN” (A net for children –

fragFINN), backed by politicians, business and institutions working for the protection of

young people from harmful media, the Federal Government has been supporting innovative

online services that are appropriate for children. The support concentrates particularly on

cultural items that stimulate the children's creativity or provide them with an incentive to visit

cultural facilities and events.

The Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth supports, under

the Federal Child and Youth Plan, centralised measures for the cultural education of children

and young people. It supports the Federal Association for Cultural Education for Children and

Young People, the umbrella association for cultural child and youth education in Germany.
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Q55: To make new technologies readily available to empower young people's creativity
and capacity for innovation, and attract interest in culture, the arts and science?

X YES, such measures had already been taken before the EU Youth Strategy came into

force in January 2010, no additional initiatives were necessary.

Q56: To provide access to environments where young people can develop their creativity
and interests and spend a meaningful leisure time?

X YES, such measures had already been taken before the EU Youth Strategy came into

force in January 2010, no additional initiatives were necessary.

Explanation:

The Federal Government's promotional initiative "A net for children“ creates internet services

where children themselves can become creative and which encourages them to make use of

cultural and leisure opportunities in their immediate environment (cf. Question no. 54).

Q57: To promote specialised training in culture, new media and intercultural
competences for youth workers?

X YES, such measures had already been taken before the EU Youth Strategy came into

force in January 2010, no additional initiatives were necessary.

Explanation:

The Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth supports the

Federal Association for Cultural Education for Children and Young People (cf. Question 54).

This represents the youth, education and cultural policy interests of cultural child and youth

education and provides conceptual advice. It encourages the exchange of information and

experience and, with its model projects, provides impulses for practical applications.

In addition, the Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth

provides institution support for the "Remscheid Academy for Musical Education and Media

Training“, the central institute and higher educational academy for cultural education for

young people in Germany and in the state of Nordrhein-Westfalen.

E. YOUTH & THE WORLD
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Has the Government of your country – existing or previous – taken concrete measures
or carried out any specific policy initiatives

Q58: To raise the awareness of young people about global issues such as sustainable
development and human rights?

X YES, such measures had already been taken before the EU Youth Strategy came into

force in January 2010, no additional initiatives were necessary.

Explanation:

The topic of "sustainable development“ is a guiding principle in the policy of the Federal

Government. One aim is to anchor the principle of sustainable development in education. The

Federal Ministry for Education and Research supports the implementation of the UN Decade

of Education for Sustainable Development (2005 – 2014). The Federal Ministry for Family

Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth supports projects in the context of Agenda 21 and

the Voluntary Ecological Service Year.

In 2009, IJAB – International Youth Service of the Federal Republic of Germany – founded a

cross-agency working group entitled "Education for sustainable development in international

youth work".

Q59: To provide opportunities for young people to exchange views with policy-makers
on global issues (e.g. via participation in international meetings, virtual platforms/fora
etc.)?

X YES, such measures had already been taken before the EU Youth Strategy came into

force in January 2010, no additional initiatives were necessary.

Explanation:

Every year, two youth delegates accompany the German Government delegation to New York

to the United Nations (UN) General Assembly, where they, together with youth delegates

from other countries, take action to protect the interests of young people. The German UN

youth delegates also participate, as NGO representatives, in the meeting of the UN

Commission for Social Development.

In Germany, UN youth delegates are appointed for a year at a time (March to February), after

an application and selection process. The youth delegate programme comes under the

auspices of the Deutsche Gesellschaft für die Vereinten Nationen e.V. and the German

National Committee for International Youth Work and is supported financially by the Federal

Child and Youth Plan.

Financial support is also provided by the Federal Government for the Youth Delegates

Programme, which prepares young people to be delegates to the Rio+20 Conference.
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Q60: To encourage young people to participate in “green volunteering” and "green"
patterns of consumption and production (e.g. recycling, energy conservation, hybrid
vehicles, etc.)?

X YES, such measures had already been taken before the EU Youth Strategy came into

force in January 2010, no additional initiatives were necessary.

Q61: To promote entrepreneurship, employment, education and volunteering
opportunities with countries or regions outside of Europe?

X YES, such measures had already been taken before the EU Youth Strategy came into

force in January 2010, no additional initiatives were necessary.

Explanation:

Compare "weltwärts“ in Question 31.

Q62: To encourage young people to participate in development cooperation activities
either in their country of residence or abroad?

X YES, such measures had already been taken before the EU Youth Strategy came into

force in January 2010, no additional initiatives were necessary.

Explanation:

On 1.1.2012, the Federal Government established the new non-profit organisation

Engagement Global GmbH, the Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and

Development is the sole shareholder. The aim of "Engagement Global“ is to encourage

development cooperation and development policy educational work and to promote

development cooperation at local authority level. A major target group for "Engagement

Global“ is young people. These are approached with special support programmes such as the

"weltwärts“ volunteer service, a placement programme for students, a school partnership

programme and various development policy educational measures.

The Federal Government supports and participates in the initiative "JUGENTI - Jugend und

Entwicklung International" (Youth and Development International), a cooperation that

supports cooperation in the youth sector between "international youth work" and

"development policy volunteer and educational work".

Further information on education for sustainable development at www.bne-

portal.de/coremedia/generator/unesco/de/02__UN-

Dekade_20BNE/01__Was_20ist_20BNE/Was_20ist_20BNE_3F.html
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Further information on the implementation of BNE in International Youth Work at

www.ijab.de/bildung/bne/

Further information on the Jugenti initiative at www.jugenti.de

Document: www.bmbf.de/pub/bericht_fuer_nachhaltige_entwicklung_2009.pdf

Section (5):

EVALUATION OF THE STRUCTURED DIALOGUE

The EU Youth Strategy highlighted the importance of upholding the right of young people to
participate in the development of policies affecting them by means of a continuous structured

dialogue with young people and youth organisations. A structured dialogue has thus
developed in accordance with the relevant provisions of the EU Youth Strategy.

In the context of the strategy, Member States agreed that the first two work cycles of the
structured dialogue should be evaluated by the Council in the context of the EU Youth Report

to be finalised by the end of 2012.

Your Government is thus invited to respond to the questions listed below and, where
appropriate, consult with National Working Groups when drawing up its response.

The European Youth Week 2011, organised on 15-21 May, evaluated the first cycle of the
structured dialogue in the youth field. The document outlining the conclusions of the
European Youth Week mentions several ways in which the structured dialogue can be

improved, both at national and European levels.

On 19 May 2011, the Council of the European Union adopted a Council Resolution on the
structured dialogue with young people on youth employment, and took note of an information

note presented by the Hungarian Presidency on an "Overview of the structured dialogue
between young people and EU institutions on youth employment".

Q63: Has your government carried out any specific measures – or is it planning to do so
– based on the conclusions from the European Youth Week, which presents a number of
recommendations on how the structured dialogue can be improved at the national and
the European levels?

X YES, the government has implemented specific measures responding to

recommendations from the European Youth Week in May 2011.

Explanation:

http://ec.europa.eu/youth/news/doc/week11_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/youth/news/doc/week11_en.pdf
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/11/st09/st09048.en11.pdf
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/11/st09/st09048.en11.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/youth/news/doc/week11_en.pdf
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Together with the National Working Group and the National Coordination Office, the Federal

Government is committed to achieving a steady improvement in the framework conditions for

the implementation of the Structured Dialogue in Germany. The conclusions of European

Youth Week will also be taken into account here. However, the focus is on recommendations

from the actors involved in Germany and on the results on an ongoing scientific evaluation.

On this basis, quality criteria will be developed for example, for projects relating to the

Structured Dialogue.

As regards the improvement of the Structured Dialogue at European level, the Federal

Government can only see a few possibilities for direct influence to date, but is making use of

contacts with representatives of the European Steering Committee to forward suggestions for

improvements.

Q64: Has your Government supported the establishment of a National Working Group?

X Yes

Explanation:

The Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth, in cooperation

with the Germann Federal Youth Council, has established the National Working Group.

In addition to the Federal Ministry and the German Federal Youth Council, the following

organisations are represented in the National Working Group:

- German Federal Youth Council
- Ministry for Social, Family and Health Affairs of Thuringia representing the federal

states in Germany (regional level)
- Association of German Cities and Towns representing the local authorities (local

level)
- German Agency for the EU Programme YOUTH IN ACTION (JUGEND für Europa)
- Cooperation Network for Youth Social Work in Germany representing the field of

youth social work in Germany
- Common Initiative of the Associations of Political Youth Education in the National

Committee for Political Education (GEMINI) representing the field of civic education
in Germany

- German Youth Association for the Protection of Nature (NAJU) representing national
youth organisations

- GOEUROPE! European Youth Competence Centre Saxony-Anhalt representing
regional projects on the Structured Dialogue in Germany

- German Youth Institute representing the field of youth research
- Research group “Youth and Europe” of the Centre for Applied Policy Studies

(observer).

The National Working Group advises the coordination centre for the implementation of the

Structured Dialogue in Germany. Its members also have a wide-ranging multiplier function.



45

Q65: Does the National Youth Council play a leading role in the National Working
Group?

X Yes

The Germann Federal Youth Council chairs and manages the National Working Group.

Q66: Does the competent national ministry play an active role in the National Working
Group?

X Yes

The Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth is the deputy

chair and participates actively in all meetings and expert discussions as the mediator with the

Federal Government.

Q67: Given the cross-sectoral character of the EU Youth Strategy, have other national
ministries played an active role in the National Working Group

X No

Q68: Does your Government provide financial or other support for the National
Working Group?

X Yes

Explanation:

The Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth supports

financially the Structured Dialogue Coordination Centre including all working materials

(website, publications, Structured Dialogue Handbook) and the development of the online

consultation tool.

There is close cooperation between the Structured Dialogue Coordination Centre and the

national agency YOUTH for Europe. Together, they have developed a promotional strategy

for Action 5.1 in order to support a concept that is viable in the long term for the

implementation of the Structured Dialogue in Germany.
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Q69: Is the competent national ministry aware of the process of consultations, and
subsequent results, undertaken by the National Working Group in response to guiding
questions issued by the European Steering Committee for the structured dialogue with
youth?

X Yes

Explanation:

The results of the German process of consultations are forwarded to the Federal Ministry for

Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth and integrated into relevant decision-

making processes. In addition, the results are discussed in the National Working Group to

assess their thematic and policy relevance and national conclusions are drawn.

Q70: Has your Government taken any initiatives to follow up the points that were raised
as priority areas in the conclusions of the structured dialogue on youth employment, as
outlined in the Council Resolution on the structured dialogue?

X Yes

Explanation:

The conclusions of the structured dialogue on youth employment were picked up by the

federal and state governments. In the jointly defined thematic corridor "Recognition of non-

formal education in the implementation of the EU Youth Strategy“ (see Question no.6), the

results are integrated into their work. The focus and emphasis on this theme within the EU

Youth Strategy have meant that the conclusions are also incorporated into the discussion

regarding the development of an "Independent Youth Policy“ (Modern Youth Policy) (see

Question no. 4).

Q71: Would your Government support a structured dialogue with young people and
youth organisations in other fields than those covered by the overall thematic priorities,
and individual Presidency priorities, agreed at European level?

X Yes

Explanation:

Alongside the structured dialogue on the European priority theme, the Government, under the

coordination of the Germann Federal Youth Council, is carrying out a Structured Dialogue on

the three thematic corridors in the implementation of the EU Youth Strategy (see Question no.

6). The aim is to compile concrete inputs (suggestions, demands) from young people which

the federal and state governments will incorporate, as part of the opinion-forming and
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decision-making processes, into the three selected thematic areas. For this, a specifically

targeted procedure, independent of the time and thematic constraints at European level, has

been developed. The first dialogue process on the subject of non-formal learning started at the

end of 2011.

Generally, the implementation of the Structured Dialogue in Germany is largely based on

decentralised dialogue processes between those involved at local and regional level. Young

people and political decision-makers together examine the themes in the environments in

which they live and enter into a continuous dialogue. The results of these dialogue processes

are integrated firstly into the political decisions at local and regional level and secondly are

forwarded to regional or national level where they can be brought together and concentrated.

The aim is not only to gather the opinions of young people but also to encourage youth

participation in the direct environment in which those involved live.

The collation of the dialogue results at federal level is the responsibility of the National

Coordination Centre for the Structured Dialogue, which has developed a special online

participation tool for this purpose. In addition to collating the results of the dialogue processes

locally, the online system also offers individual young people and youth groups/organisations

the chance to participate directly.

The collation of input is followed by a second consultation phase in which the participants

prioritise the contributions that have been compiled and thus decide which contributions are to

be included in the national report. In this way, an eParticipation process is being used

nationally for the first time.

Q72: Does your Government consider the National Working Group already established
in your country to be sufficiently inclusive in its composition to ensure a participatory
process open to all young people?

X Yes

The answer to Question 64 lists the various players who are represented in the National

Working Group.

Q73: What are the methods of consultation with young people that have been applied
within the structured dialogue in your country?

Explanation:

The questions from the Trio Presidency are translated so that they are suitable for young

people and made available for discussion through various means. In the three thematic

corridors of the federal/state government cooperation, questions appropriate for young people

are being developed for the online consultation process, for the participation of individuals
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and dialogue processes and for group activities. The coordination centre provides impulses

and ideas so that young people enter into the dialogue with political decision-makers at

various levels. Throughout the country, decentralised dialogue processes are taking place

between young people and political decision-makers at local, regional and, where applicable,

at national level. The results are recorded and forwarded, e.g. to the next level up, a regional

networking centre or directly to the national coordination centre. The national coordination

centre collates the results in an ongoing process – an online consultation process has been

created for this – and publishes them for documentation on a central website.

Q74: Do youth researchers and those engaged in youth work play a role in carrying out
the structured dialogue in your country?

X Yes

Explanation:

Both youth researchers and youth workers are involved in the structured dialogue. The

German Youth Institute represents youth research in the National Working Group. The

Structured Dialogue is supported scientifically by the research group "Youth and Europe" at

the Centre for Applied Policy Research.

As regards specific structured dialogue projects, youth researchers are only involved within

the scope of the evaluation of the projects. The projects are supported by youth workers. As

multipliers in the area of youth work, they play an important mediating role between youth

and politics within the Structured Dialogue process.

Q75: Would your Government support efforts to enhance the visibility and
transparency of structured dialogue at national level?

X Yes

Explanation:

The task of enhancing the visibility and transparency is undertaken by the Structured

Dialogue Coordination Centre. Alongside the financial support of the coordination centre, the

Federal Government constantly supports an enhancement of visibility and transparency. Both

in its committees and in the federal/state government cooperation, the Structured Dialogue is

a constant topic. The transfer of the thematic debates about the structured dialogue to

specialist events relating to Action 5.1. "Youth in Action“ also provides a successful platform

for the dissemination of conclusions and results.

A central element is the thematic and methodological tools that are provided by the national

coordination centre supported by the Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens,
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Women and Youth. This offers, for example, background information on the subject in a form

suitable for young people, ideas for dialogue partners and the involvement of experts who

explain the process. The tools are provided both online and as printed copies.

In December 2011, the coordination centre organised a "Structured Dialogue Workshop

Aimed at the States". At this workshop, the states were able to examine the format of the

Structured Dialogue more closely and discuss the regionally specific possibilities for its

implementation. In addition, the National Working Group plays an important role in ensuring

transparency, especially with regard to child and youth services.

Q76: Based on the experiences gained since 2010, does your Government feel that the
format and working methods employed at EU Youth Conferences contribute to a
successful conduct of structured dialogue?

X No

Explanation:

The Federal Government welcomes the running of the EU Youth Conferences and the formats

and working methods applied there. Nonetheless, it feels that there is room for improvement

and would therefore like to record three critical comments:

1. The results of the consultations carried out beforehand and involving a considerable

amount of work do not play a large enough role in the Youth Conferences.

2. There is little space for a dialogue between politicians and young people.

3. There is not enough time available for material dialogue (workshops) because a very

high proportion of time is allocated for the supporting programme.

Q78: Based on the experiences gained from the first two cycles of the structured
dialogue, does your Government have particular recommendations for the further
development of the structured dialogue?

X Yes

Explanation:

The Federal Government considers the participation of young people to be a fundamental

principle of youth policy. The Structured Dialogue is an excellent format for anchoring youth

participation firmly in society. In order to achieve this objective, the Federal Government

recommends that a timetable for the entire Structured Dialogue is provided in good time

during a Trio Presidency. This makes the planning and communication of the structured

dialogue considerably easier, especially as regards attracting partners in the child and youth

welfare sector. Questionnaires appropriate for young people are helpful, since the

coordination centre needs a great deal of time for preparing the consultations. This includes
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the translation of the questionnaires so that they are suitable for young people and preparing

accompanying explanatory notes. The Federal Government would like there to be more

transparency as regards what happens with the results of the consultation process.

These recommendations are summarised in a letter from the National Working Group to the

European Steering Committee (24.01.2011, Document 4).

Section 6:

Examples of good practice

In this section we would like you to present specific projects, campaigns or initiatives that, in

your opinion, are particularly successful in the implementation of the EU Youth Strategy in

your country and could serve as examples of good practice for other member states.

In presenting the examples, please describe in particular those aspects which are most likely

to be relevant to and possibly realisable in other member states. Please also provide

information on specific websites, online publications and other sources which help to provide

a good overview of the project or initiative.

Please do not exceed the maximum of 1000 words in describing an example of good practice.

It is possible to submit more than one example of good practice.

Good Practice Example No. 1

Federal Government-Länder co-operation in the implementation of the EU Youth

Strategy in Germany

Co-operation between the Federal Government and the Länder is the strategic core of the EU

Youth Strategy implementation process in Germany. The aim is to give a greater European

orientation to youth work and youth policy in Germany.

This close co-operation is the result of Germany's federal system and stems from the

subsidiarity-based youth policy competences shared between the Federal Government and the

federal Länder.

In the area of child and youth welfare, the Federal Government, as the legislator, is bound

under Article 72 (2) of the Basic Law to take action "if, and to the extent that the creation of

equal living conditions throughout the country […] makes federal legislation necessary".

However, its activities may not interfere with the autonomous fulfilment of their tasks by the

municipal youth offices which, in turn, receive support from the Federal Land to which they

belong, in order to expand facilities and opportunities and to further develop their youth

welfare services. The jurisdiction of the federal Länder is governed by Land legislation. Their

tasks include encouraging and promoting the activities of public youth welfare services and
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those of non-governmental organisations, as well as youth work and youth welfare services as

one of the fields of action (Section 82 of the Child and Youth Services Act).

In order to make a European Strategy in the area of youth welfare effective, close co-

ordination of the targets, formats and topics for implementation would be necessary.

A key instrument of Federal Government-Land collaboration is the Working Group of the

Federal Government and the Länder on the implementation of the EU Youth strategy. The

purpose of the Working Group is the joint development of positions and strategies as well as

the preparation of decisions regarding the focus of the implementation process and the way in

which it is directed by the individual committees of the federal Länder and the Federal

Government. All federal Länder have designated members to the Working Group; the Federal

Government is represented by the Federal Ministry of Family Affairs, Senior Citizens,

Women and Youth. The Working Group meets on a regular basis; five compulsory meetings

have been scheduled for 2012.

The Federal Government and the Länder commenced their collaboration at the start of 2010.

Initially, the main focus was on three 'theme corridors' (social integration and transitions to

professional life, participation, recognition of non-formal education) within which measures

to implement the EU's Youth Strategy are to be conducted while observing the precept of

subsidiarity-based allocation of responsibility. In the process, there is general consensus on

the need to give youth work and youth policy a more European orientation. This would serve

especially to promote the cross-border mobility of all young people and youth and social

workers, strengthening the exchange of skilled workers in the Youth field within Europe, the

exchange of good practice, as well as fostering clearer co-determination within European

youth policy. The approach is based on the fundamental assumption, by the actors involved,

that in all three 'theme corridors' Europe offers incentives which could help to improve the

lives of young people. In this context, Europe is seen as a learning ground, not only for young

people but also for youth welfare policy and practice.

Co-operation between the Federal Government and the Länder borrows from the concept of

the Open Method of Co-operation in the area of youth welfare. It respects the distribution of

powers with respect to youth welfare in Germany's federal system, allows for the pursuit of

joint goals and for the implementation of different measures and approaches. Both policy and

practice on the ground in Germany are stimulated thanks to the process of exchange and

learning from one another.

Results and experience are shared in Germany and at European level. This includes co-

operation with the representations of the Federal Länder at the EU in Brussels, as well as

exchange with youth policy decision-makers from other member states.

In implementing the EU Youth Strategy in Germany, another path of collaboration between

the national and the regional level was taken. Concrete goals are being developed jointly to be

achieved by measures which will be conducted on the basis of responsibility assigned on the

basis of subsidiarity. This form of implementation – devoid of a funding/positive action

programme of its own – is new for Germany and constitutes a pilot for co-operation between
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the Federal Government and the Länder in the area of youth welfare, above and beyond the

greater European orientation of youth policy.

Good Practice Example No. 2

Federal Advisory Committee on the Implementation of the EU Youth Strategy

The implementation of the EU Youth Strategy is set to be one of the central tasks of child and

youth policy in Germany in the coming years. In the process, civil society is cast to play a

special role.

In a move to ensure its participation, the Federal Ministry of Family Affairs, Senior Citizens,

Women and Youth convened the Federal Advisory Committee in 2010. This committee

assumes a key role in and provides specialist advisory support for the EU Youth Strategy

implementation process at federal level.

The Federal Government expects the committee to furnish important impetus to the national

implementation of the objectives and themes contained in the EU Youth Strategy. One key

element in the process is the opening up of youth and child welfare policy in Germany to

European methods and forms of work.

The Federal Government Committee is one of the components of the National Dialogue on

the implementation of the EU Youth Strategy in Germany. With the National Dialogue, the

Federal Government seeks to bring on board a diverse group of youth policy actors through

expert fora, workshop discussions, development workshops and the like. The National

Dialogue forms part of the Federal Government's Governance Model.

The composition of the Federal Government Committee – as the central advisory body –

follows the principles of subsidiarity and plurality which are established by statute to govern

youth work and youth policy in Germany. It brings together the national specialist

organisations in the area of youth policy and work, among them: the German Federal Youth

Council (Bundesjugendring), the German Federation for Arts and Cultural Education

(Bundesvereinigung Kulturelle Kinder- und Jugendbildung), the German Sports Youth

(Deutsche Sportjugend), the Youth Social Work Co-operation Network

(Kooperationsverbund Jugendsozialarbeit), the Youth and Social Service Association

(Arbeitsgemeinschaft für Kinder- und Jugendhilfe), the Federal Association of Non-Statutory

Welfare (Bundesarbeitsgemeinschaft der Freien Wohlfahrtspflege), as well as the German

Association for Public and Private Welfare Services (Deutsche Verein für öffentliche und

private Fürsorge). Additional members include: the central associations of the local

authorities and agencies for specific youth issues such as youth participation, youth voluntary

services, research-practician dialogue, political education as well as international youth work.

Also part of the committee is the Federal Advisory Committee on Youth, an advisory body of

experts to the Federal Government. It advises the Federal Government on basic issues of child

and youth welfare and on cross-sectoral questions relating to child and youth policy.
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Owing to their specific mandate, the German Youth Institute (responsible for the scientific

evaluation aspect of Federal Government-Land co-operation) and the national agency 'Youth

for Europe', which forms part of the EU youth programme 'Youth in Action', enjoy guest

status on the committee. The federal Länder also participate in the deliberations as guests.

The task of the Federal Government Committee is to collaborate in the concrete

implementation of the main themes of the EU Youth Strategy for Germany. In addition, in an

advisory manner, the Committee is to help publicise the implementation process, to reflect on

the knowledge gained through concrete implementation measures and the scientific evaluation

of the overall process, as well as taking note of the experience gained through youth

participation through structured dialogue.

The committee predominantly deliberates on activities conducted by the Federal Government

in connection with the agreed priorities for implementation in Germany:

● promoting participation and strengthening democracy – effective inclusion of young 

people by approaching new target groups and implementing new formats;

● making new areas of learning accessible for young people and skilled workers – 

integration of socially marginalised youth in the regular system of education, training and

work;

● recognition of youth competence and skills – giving visibility to non-formal and informal 

learning opportunities in youth work.

At the same time, the further development of themes for youth policy co-operation at the EU

level also constitutes a subject for consideration by the committee.

Through the committee, the Federal Government is also able to guarantee the flow of

information on goals, projects and the technical results of the implementation efforts. On the

one hand, the committee members have an important multiplier function in their

organisations. On the other, they contribute important ideas to the concrete organisation of the

EU Youth Strategy in Germany.

The implementation process surrounding the EU Youth Strategy is of great interest to the

Committee of the Federal Government. The status enjoyed by the EU Youth Strategy in

Germany affords those organisations, which have for a long time now seen Europe as a place

of learning and opportunity, the necessary tailwind for their own work and also for winning

over other actors in the field of youth welfare. The message is that Europe must be used for

the benefit of young people.

(maximum 1000 words)

Good Practice Example No. 3
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face2face Let politicians know your opinion!

face2face Show your stand point!

'face2face' Let politicians know your opinion' was successfully conducted as a pilot project in

2010 within the framework of Action 5.1 of the YOUTH IN ACTION programme. Some 100

young people from the urban Frankfurt (Rhine-Main) region met with youth policy decision-

makers from the local to the EU level in the course of various activities. In the process,

several further-reaching projects evolved out of small groupings, such as a project with the

police. On the one hand, the actions and initiatives showed clearly that it is essential to inspire

and motivate young people if they are to commit authentically to the project and actively

attempt new ways forward. On the other hand, the project also highlighted the value of

imagination on the part of those responsible for youth work and youth policy regarding the

current situation of young people. As a result, the young participants were able to analyse and

explain their problems and their situation in great detail. They were willing to reflect on the

scope of action for the implementation effort but at the same time were able to experience

how little scope there was to effectively define and shape the outcome.

Further plans were therefore made to develop youth involvement and commitment, since the

promotion of structured dialogue should also include the development of a wider forum for

presentation, exchange and the broadening of the young people's horizon. Furthermore, 'new-

comers' should also be given the opportunity to participate effectively in the process. The aim

was to organise a 'participation fair' for and with young people in a broader context, to inform,

share experiences, have discussions and have fun. The project was consistently constructed on

the methodology of non-formal learning, based on voluntary participation; it was participant-

centred and made use of methods taken from extra-curricular education.

The 'face2face show your stand point' project – the participation fair for youth involvement

projects from Hesse and Europe – aimed to offer participation initiatives a forum in which to

make presentations 'on an equal footing'. Its goal was to provide a platform for direct

communication between young people and adults on topics concerning youth participation

and thus promote both regional and European exchange. Also included were young people

and specialists, youth policy decision-makers, local politicians, youth office managers,

especially the organisations for youth education, state school authorities, representatives of

the parliamentary groups from the Land Parliament, as well as representatives from Hesse's

partner regions as well as from the partner cities of Hessian municipalities. The work done to

date had already led to co-operation with the Land Working Group on Children and Youth

Participation in Hesse, which in turn co-operates with a nationwide network.

With the central event – the fair – the different actors were given concrete opportunities to

recognise and understand youth-specific concerns in their European dimension as well. With

its 180 actors, the 'face2face participation fair' had the character of a pilot project and can be

transferred to other regions without any problem. The project helped to achieve the goals of

the 2010 – 2018 EU Youth Strategy in an attractive, youth-appropriate manner. It was

possible to foster active citizenship among the young people, record rudiments of self-efficacy

and evaluate the efficiency of the instruments. A broad spectrum of opportunities was
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presented and various groups and persons were given a voice. The fair concept stimulated

communication in diverse ways, fostered sharing in the spirit of peer learning and gave rise to

new contacts, especially with participation projects from neighbouring European countries.

This type of youth work contributes to the growth of solidarity and the promotion of tolerance

among young people.

See: Internet: www.face2face-ffm.de

Contact: Paritätischen Bildungswerk, Frankfurt am Main, Ms. Iris Bawidamann)

(maximum 1000 words)

Good Practice Example No. 4

Taking up European incentives for developing the content of independent youth policy

In order to implement the EU Youth Strategy in Germany, the Federal Government and the

Länder agreed on a theme corridor: 'Strengthening Youth Skills and Education Opportunities

in Youth Work' thereby giving a major impetus to the recognition and visibility of non-formal

and informal learning opportunities in youth work for Germany.

Thus far, the focus of the German debate on non-formal learning lies – in contrast to many

other European countries – less on improving employment opportunities and much more on

fostering all-round personality development in the spirit of the Child and Youth Services Act.

The specialist policy incentives of the EU Youth Strategy have made a significant

contribution to transforming the personal, social and formal recognition of non-formal

education into a core theme of the efforts to develop a national 'independent youth policy'

with which the Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth

wishes to advance a subject-oriented and cross-sectoral further development of German youth

policy.

In the medium term, independent youth policy is to become visible in an 'Alliance for Youth'.

Among other things, the alliance is meant to be founded together with representatives from

business, the media, science, child and youth welfare services, as well as the formal education

system and the youths themselves. The role of the Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior

Citizens, Women and Youth is to be that of the 'young person's advocate'.

The aim of an independent youth policy is to direct the political debate, despite the diverse

responsibilities at hand, towards the current and future challenges surrounding growing up as

a young person and the opportunities and support systems needed to do this.

Independent youth policy in this sense is set out, from the very start in a dialogical and

participatory way.

Within the framework of an independent youth policy, the Federal Ministry seeks to

strengthen extra-curricular education in the area of youth work and make it more visible by
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means of a more comprehensible recognition of its processes and results. This should enable

young people to better evaluate their own skills, provide evidence of the latter and have these

play a role in their educational and life path.

The goal of rendering the educational opportunities and results visible and recognising them

focuses on three levels:

• positive perception and recognition by the young people themselves as well as by

youth work specialists;

• social recognition of the skills acquired in the context of youth work from third parties

(e.g. (municipal) politicians, labour market, education authorities);

• making this type of education formally visible to and recognised by third-parties (e.g.

by means of certificates).

One first step within the framework of an independent youth policy was the holding of a

public specialist forum on the 'recognition of non-formal education' in December 2011 in

Berlin. Subsequently, an expert opinion will be commissioned on the quality criteria which

the instruments for recognition will have to fulfil. This expert opinion is also supposed to

provide an overview of the existing formats for recording and recognising non-formal and

informal learning in youth work and how they can be rendered visible.

Here, close co-operation with the relevant working processes in Federal Government-Land

collaboration efforts is envisaged since, within the meaning of an independent youth policy,

close Federal Government-Land collaboration is indispensable for the success of the overall

process.

The close thematic linking of both processes 'Independent Youth Policy' and 'EU Youth

Strategy' also revaluates the Federal Government-Land implementation process and provides

a good example of how European political processes, conveyed via the special youth policy

setting in Germany, can be used for the further development of youth welfare services.

Good Practice Example No. 5

Examples of good practice: Implementation of the Structured Dialogue in Germany

The implementation of the Structured Dialogue in Germany is based on a comprehensive

concept which goes beyond consultations on the European thematic priority.

National Co-ordination Unit

Alongside the National Working Group, a national co-ordination unit was set up in 2010 at

the German Federal Youth Council. It is one of the pilot projects which is funded by the

Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth supporting the

implementation of the EU Youth Strategy in Germany up until 2013. Its tasks include

providing information on the Structured Dialogue, providing implementation-related advice to
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the relevant actors, conducting the consultation as well as gathering and compiling the latter's

nationwide results. Furthermore, the co-ordination unit constitutes the information interface

between the European and national levels and supports – in co-operation with the national

agency for the YOUTH IN ACTION programme – networking and the exchange of

experience among the various German actors.

- The website for Structured Dialogue in Germany: www.strukturierter-dialog.de

- Manual on Structured Dialogue: http://www.strukturierter-dialog.de/pb/praxisbuch.pdf

Decentralised projects and structured dialogue activities

One key component of the implementation of Structured Dialogue in Germany is

decentralised projects and activities conducted by actors at the local and regional level.

Within the framework of these projects and activities, young people and political decision-

makers convene to discuss selected topics. This makes for continued dialogue between the

young people and policy-makers. The results of this dialogue process flow into political

decisions at local and regional level. The aim is not only to collect the opinions, suggestions

and demands of the young people, but also, at the same time, to promote youth participation

in the immediate living environment of those involved. Participation thereby becomes

something which young people can feel directly and it allows for the topics to be adapted to

the specific setting and handled in such a way that the broad majority of the young members

of the population can be reached. Furthermore, the results of the dialogue process are gathered

and compiled at regional and/or at national level so that they can flow into the dialogue at

national and European level.

Structured Dialogue projects and activities at local and regional level are funded through

Action 5.1 of the YOUTH IN ACTION project. The funds allocated to this 'Action' are

available in their entirety for project support. The activities of the National Working Group

and the National Co-ordination Unit are funded by the Federal Ministry for Family Affairs,

Senior Citizens, Women and Youth.

In a move to support a long-term, sustainable concept for the implementation of the

Structured Dialogue in Germany, YOUTH for Europe and Germany's Federal Youth Council

drew up a funding strategy for Action 5.1 according to which, since 2009, the National

Agency prioritises project funding (www.jugend-in-aktion.de/downloads/4-20-

1230/Konzept%20SD%20JfE_DBJR_edg_FP.pdf).

Online procedure

Together with the National Working Group the National Co-ordination Unit developed an

online procedure to compile the dialogue results. In a first phase, the demands, concerns,

desires and results of the dialogue processes are compiled. These contributions are published

immediately on a website for all to see. Compilation is followed by a second phase during

which the participants prioritise the input and thereby determine which content will flow into

the national report.

http://www.strukturierter-dialog.de/
http://www.strukturierter-dialog.de/pb/praxisbuch.pdf
http://www.jugend-in-aktion.de/downloads/4-20-1230/Konzept SD JfE_DBJR_edg_FP.pdf
http://www.jugend-in-aktion.de/downloads/4-20-1230/Konzept SD JfE_DBJR_edg_FP.pdf
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For the purposes of this online procedure, a special tool (the 'participation tracker') was

developed to offer the young people low-threshold access to participation and at the same

time provide all participants with the highest degree of transparency. Both individuals and

groups of different sizes can take part in the procedure. This differentiation makes it possible

to take account of the great diversity which characterises the structured dialogue target group

in Germany. With the 'participation tracker', a nationwide eParticipation procedure was used

for the first time and it also serves as a pilot project for further developments in this area.

- Link to the 'participation tracker': www.strukturierter-dialog.de/mitmachen

Structured Dialogue on national priority topics

In addition to the European priority topics, a Structured Dialogue is also taking place in

Germany on three national priority topics. These national priorities correspond to the three

theme corridors on which the Federal Government and the Federal Länder have focused the

implementation of the EU Youth Strategy in Germany. Within the framework of this process,

the opinions, suggestions, demands, etc. of young people are being gathered and compiled.

The Federal Government and the Länder incorporate these results into their opinion-forming

and decision-making process in the three selected topic areas. Those involved have

undertaken to provide the youth participants with feedback on their contributions so that a

clear follow-up process is agreed upon beforehand.

The Structured Dialogue on the three national priority topics will be conducted independently

of the time-frame and the thematic requirements of the EU level. Four-month periods are

allocated for each theme so that the local actors have sufficient time to develop and carry out

projects and activities. The first dialogue process on the topic 'recognising non-formal

education and making it visible' began in December 2011 and will end in April 2012.

Dialogue processes on the other two themes will begin in the course of 2012.

- Link to the consultation on 'Recognising non-formal education': www.strukturierter-

dialog.de/mitmachen/anerkennung

http://www.strukturierter-dialog.de/mitmachen
http://www.strukturierter-dialog.de/mitmachen/anerkennung
http://www.strukturierter-dialog.de/mitmachen/anerkennung

