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NEWLY ESTABLISHED COMMITTEE TO DEVELOP YOUTH POLICY 

 Monday, October 29

As stated in the committee’s terms of reference, “The Virgin Islands Youth Policy 

should provide a vehicle that will ensure the participation of youth in the decision-making 

process, policy formation and political, social and economical aspects of the development of 

the Virgin Islands.”  It will also “provide youth with leadership opportunities that will 

encourage personal growth.” 

 – The newly established Youth Policy Committee has as its 

main priority the development of a Youth Policy which Government will use as its framework 

when planning for the needs of the Territory’s young people. 

Areas to be addressed include employment, unemployment, education, health, 

juvenile justice, leisure-time activities, substance abuse, sports, recreation, youth leadership 

and participation, culture, territorial pride, crime and the environment. 

The 10-member committee will be headed by Mrs. Drusilla Fahie and its members 

include the reigning Miss British Virgin Islands Ms. Sharie deCastro, Mr. Melvin “Mitch” 

Turnbull, Mr. Theordore James, Mr. Bevin George, Ms. Sabrina Matthew, Ms. Xavyrna 

Samuels-Fahie, Ms. Jessica Callwood of Jost Van Dyke, Mr. Coy Levons of Anegada and 

Ms. Lauren Welch of Virgin Gorda. 

 At the press conference held today, October 29 at the Department of Youth Affairs 

and Sports conference room, Minister for Education and Culture Honourable Myron V. 

Walwyn impressed to the committee its importance. “Your task is not at all small, but I know 

that you guys are built for it and I anticipate that you will help bring along your peers from 

throughout the Virgin Islands so that the final policy aptly reflects the sentiment and vision of 

young people in this Territory.” 
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  Minister Walwyn continued, “It is my anticipation that when we as Ministers and as a 

Government take a decision, we would have a solid document to reference, which gives us 

an understanding of what our young people want, but also serve as a constant reminder of 

what we should truly be working for.”  
Chairman of the committee, Ms. Drusilla Fahie in accepting the challenge on behalf 

of the committee said, “We have pledged our full commitment to the task at hand and are 

prepared to go the extra mile to fulfil our requirements.”   

The chairman continued, “We are braced for long hours, for the agreements and 

disagreements, but more importantly, we are poised and ready to work as a team to 

produce a policy that truly represents young people in the Virgin Islands and our aspiration 

to be included in the planning and development of our country.” 

Public consultations, appearances on local radio and television programmes, 

meetings with interest groups and the creation of a Facebook page are various avenues to 

be used for the information gathering sessions which will help the committee understand the 

current positions of the Territory’s youth and its perceivable future.  Youth are encouraged to 

become involved in the sessions and voice their opinions. 

Other speakers at today’s press conference were the Acting Director of the 

Department of Youth Affairs and Sports, Mr. Patrick Harrigan, who also chaired the press 

conference, and Assistant Director of Youth Affairs, Ms. Avelinda Freeman. House of 

Assembly members Honourable Alvera Maduro-Caines and Honourable Archibald Christian 

were also in attendance. 

The Youth Policy Committee is tasked with developing the Virgin Islands Youth Policy 

which will cement Government’s commitment and practice towards ensuring good living 

conditions and opportunities for young people.  Once created, the Youth Policy will set forth 

a plan for the development and inclusion of persons under the age of 31 in the strategic 

planning of the Virgin Islands. It is envisioned, that upon completion this document will be 

forwarded to Cabinet and the House of Assembly for approval. 
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NOTE TO EDITORS 

Members of the Virgin Islands Youth Policy Committee stand with the Minister for Education 

and Culture Honurable Myron V. Walwyn and officials from the Department of Youth Affairs 

and Sports following today’s, October 29, press conference. (Photo Credit: GIS/Mr. 
Ronnielle Fraser) 


